
I. INTRODUCTION 
  
 A. Looking forward to Christ’s coming gives us hope. 
 
 B. His “coming” is a term that usually refers to one of the two  
  future events. 
   
  1. The Rapture — His coming in the air to receive His church. 
   
  2. The Second Coming — His coming to earth to destroy all 
   opposition and to reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lord. 

 
 C. In 1 Thessalonians Paul speaks primarily of the Rapture, a great 
  hope and encouragement for those who belong to Christ. 
   

WE CAN STAY STRONG AND LIVE READY THROUGH THE 
ENCOURAGEMENT THAT COMES BY THE HOPE OF HIS COMING. 

 

II. WHY CAN WE HAVE SUCH HOPE? 
   
 A. Our hope in His coming is rooted in the fact of the resurrection. 

   (1 Thessalonians 4:13-16) 

  1. Death is not the end for a Christian. 
   
  2. “Don’t be ignorant about those who fall asleep or grieve like 
   the rest of men who have no hope.” 
   a. Asleep — not soul sleep.  Our bodies are dead, but we 
    are very much alive. 

(2 Corinthians 5:8) 

   b. We grieve, but not like those who have no hope. 
   
  3. Jesus rose from the dead and so will those who have fallen 
   asleep in Him.  
   a. He’s coming back to raise the bodies of those who died.
   b. “Coming” — parousia — “coming to be present with us 
    from that moment on.” 

(1 Corinthians 15:16-23; 1 Corinthians 15:48-49)  

  B. Our hope in His coming is rooted in the promise of the  
    Rapture. 

(1Thessalonians 4:17-18) 

    
   1.  The Rapture is real. 

     (1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1Thesselonians 4:17) 

    
   2.  “Caught up” —  to snatch away  forcefully and suddenly. 
     The word rapture comes from the Latin word “raptus”  
     which means caught up. 
 
   3.  Four views on the timing of the Rapture: 
     a.  Pre-tribulation — before the 7 years of tribulation   
       begins. 
     b.  Mid-tribulation — 3 ½ years into the tribulation  
       when the Antichrist is revealed in the Abomination of 
       Desolation. 
     c.  Post-tribulation — at the end of the 7 year period. 
     d.  Pre-wrath — near the end of the 7 year period and  
       just before the wrath of God is poured out on the  
       earth. 
    
   4.  All these positions are supportable by scripture to some 
     degree.  The emphasis is not on when the Rapture  
     happens, but that it will happen and we need to stay  
     strong and live ready. 
     

III.  CONCLUSION 
  
 A. It is certainty that gives us hope. 
 
 B. We have hope because Jesus’ coming is guaranteed certain  
  “by the Lord’s own Word.” 

(James 5:7-11; 1 Thessalonians 4:18) 
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