
 
 
 
 
 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
  
 A. Prayer is a time to spend with God. 
 
 B. Time spent with God grows our relationship to a place of deeper 
  intimacy. 
  
 C. We spend time with God in a variety of ways.  Prayer is a time to 
  talk to God, listen to God, worship God, ask God and enjoy  
  God. 
 
 D. Psalm 84 is a prayer of intimacy and desire by one who longs to 
  be with God. 
 

PRAYER IS SPENDING TIME WITH GOD  
IN ORDER TO GROW IN RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM. 

   
II. WHAT IS IT THAT MOTIVATES PEOPLE TO PURSUE 

GOD LIKE THIS IN PRAYER? 
  

 A. This desire for intimacy in prayer is driven by a hunger for God. 
(Psalm 84:1-4) 

   

  1. God creates each of us with an innate desire that can be  
   satisfied only in relationship with Him. 
 
  2. That hunger for God is intended to lead us to seek God and 
   find our satisfaction in Him.   
   a. In Psalm 84 the psalmist desired to be near God in the 
    Temple. 
    1. “How lovely is your dwelling place.” 
    2. “My soul yearns, my soul faints.” 
   b. This is the language of desire. 
    1. “My heart cries out for the living God.” 
     a) lit. “my heart cries out to God for more of God.” 

  3. Is this hunger for God something God sees in us? 
   a. That hunger is real and is satisfied by spending time with 
    God in prayer. 

(Psalm 42:1-5, 8; Deuteronomy 4:7) 

   b. If we do not pray, that desire for God can fade and  
    eventually be lost. 
  

 B. This desire for intimacy with God in prayer is driven by the joy 
  of God’s presence.  

  (Psalm 84:8-12) 
 

  1. There is an intimacy of God’s presence enjoyed in prayer  
   that can be experienced in no other way.    
   

  2. The psalmist related that he would rather be near God in  
   any circumstance, even briefly, than have the luxuries of life 
   apart from God. 

(Psalm 84:10) 
   

  3. So often we spend so little time with God because time with 
   God means so little to us. 
 

  4. The Psalmist discovered that in God he had all he needed. 
(Psalm 84:11) 

 

  5. But the real blessing came from knowing and trusting God 
   Himself. 

(Psalm 84:12) 

   
  6. Spending time with God in prayer is not a problem when  
   God has become your joy and delight. 

(Psalm 43:3-4) 
 

III. CONCLUSION 
 

 A. How much would you pay to spend one hour alone with God? 
 

 B. “Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” 
(Luke 5:16) 

   1. Jesus often prayed because it was time to spend alone with 
    His Father. 
   2. It’s no different for us. 
 

 C. It cost us nothing to pray.  Jesus has already paid the price of  
   access.  All we have to do is make the time. 

(Psalm 27:4; Psalm 73:25-26) 


