
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
  
 A. It is wise to pay attention to storm warnings. 
 
 B. God wants us to stay strong and live ready for the storms that are 
  coming against Christ and His Church. 
 
 C. The Thessalonians were a group of believers who learned these 
  lessons well and grew stronger even in the midst of trials. 
   

WE STAY STRONG AND LIVE READY WHEN WE  
GROW STRONGER IN THE MIDST OF TRIALS. 

 

II. HOW DO WE DO THAT? 
  

 A. We can stay strong when we know our trials have an eternal  
  purpose. 

   (2 Thessalonians 1:3-5) 
   

  1. It helps us stay strong when we know our trials have a  
   purpose. 
   
  2. Paul told the Thessalonians that our persecution and trials are 
   proof that God has considered us worthy to suffer for the 
   Kingdom of God. 
   a. The realm of Christ’s reign, called the Kingdom of God, 
    is advancing. 
   b. There will always be people who try to attack it and stop 
    its advance. 

(Matthew 11:11-12) 

 
  3. When you suffer as a Christian be encouraged, God is  
   counting you worthy to advance His Kingdom. 

(1 Peter 1:3-9; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 

    

 B. We can stay strong when we know our trials are producing an 
  eternal reward. 

(2 Thessalonians 1:6-10) 

 
   1.  We are a generation that doesn’t like to wait.  We want  
     what we want and we want it now. 
 
  2.  Sometimes we even impose that instant expectation on  
    God. 
         
  3.  Paul told the Thessalonians that God would settle  
    accounts and they would be rewarded for their suffering 
    when Jesus Christ comes to establish His Kingdom. 
    a. He will pay back trouble to those who have troubled 
     us. 
    b. He will bring relief to those who have believed and  
     been faithful. 
     
  4.  God is just.  His judgment is right and good and true. 
    a. Things may seem unjust now, but God will see that  
     justice is done. 
    b. There will be punishment for the wicked and reward 
     for all who have believed. 

(Romans 8:15-18) 
     

III.  CONCLUSION 
 
 1 Peter 4:12-19 
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