
I. INTRODUCTION 
  
 A. The best defense is a good offense. 
 
 B. Christians are not in a retreat and defend position, but are to stay 
  on offense advancing the gospel. 
 
 C. The most effective offensive strategy is prayer. 
 

WE CAN STAY STRONG AND LIVE  READY WHEN  
WE STAY ON THE OFFENSIVE, ADVANCING GOD’S 

KINGDOM THROUGH PRAYER. 
 

II. WHAT DO WE PRAY FOR IN THIS OFFENSIVE 
STRATEGY? 

   

 A. We pray for the spread of the message. 
   (2 Thessalonians 3:1) 

   

  1. Revivals in America have always come when social and  
   spiritual conditions were at their worst. 
       
  2. Those revivals came when people prayed for God’s Word to 
   fall and spread and be received. 
 
  3. Why Paul called the Thessalonians to pray for the message 
   to spread rapidly and be honored. 
   a. “Spread rapidly” — run a free course, unhindered 
   b. “Honored” — glorified, held in high esteem, victorious 
   c. “As it was with you” 

  
   4. This is a continual running and continual victory as the  
    message spreads rapidly through the prayers of God’s  
    people. 

        (Luke 18:1; Psalms 147:15) 

 

 B. We pray for the deliverance of the messengers. 
 (2 Thessalonians 3:2-5) 

 
   1.  God’s messengers who preach the gospel are in constant 
     danger from wicked and evil men. 
     a. Wicked — “out of place” — people who were in the 
      church, but who do not belong to Christ. 

(Titus 1:10-16) 

    b. Evil — “bad” — people who are corrupted and who 
     seek to corrupt others and get them to oppose the  
     gospel. 
     
  2.  We pray for deliverance. 
    a. Deliverance — “rescue, preserve” 
    b. Sometimes God rescues us from the evil.  Sometimes 
     He rescues us by taking us through it.  
           
  3.  Remember that while men may at times prove unfaithful, 
    God will always be faithful. 

(2 Thessalonians 3:3)  

    a. “Strengthen” — establish, fix securely 
    b. “Protect” — guard, keep watch 
    c. 1 John 5:18 — we may die in the conflict, but no harm 

     will come to us.     
 (2 Timothy 4:14-18) 

   4. We are all called to pray for the deliverance, strength and 
    protection of God’s messengers. 
 
III.  CONCLUSION 
 
 Ephesians 6:18-20 
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