
  
  3. Each church will only be as strong as each member who is 
   part if it. 
    
   a. If any member holds back and doesn’t do their part the 
    whole Body suffers. 
   b. That member of the Body who doesn’t serve also weakens 
    spiritually themselves. 
   
 B. God has equipped us to serve by giving us gifted leaders to  
  teach us. 

  (Ephesians 4:11-13) 
  

   1.  Leaders are gifted people, given by God as gifts to His  
    Church to help people grow and mature into reproducing 
    disciples. 

(Ephesians 4:11-13) 

     
    a. “Prepare God’s people” — “to put right.”  A  
     surgical term used to describe setting a broken bone. 
    b. God gave leaders as a gift to His Church to help His 
     people to put their lives and priorities right so they can 
     be equipped to serve as God intended. 

(Ephesians 4:12-16; 2:10) 

    
   2. These leaders are not called to do all the work of the  
    ministry, but are called to train and equip people to be  
    disciples who will fulfill all the work God has given us to 
    do.  
  

III.  CONCLUSION 
   
   

I. INTRODUCTION 
  

 A. Serving is the exercise of the Spirit. 
   
  1. Serving makes us strong, makes the Body strong and increases  
   our appetite for God’s Word and our dependency on God in  
   prayer. 
   
  2. Jesus modeled for us the importance of service by being a servant 
   Himself. 

(Mark 10:35-45) 

   
  3. That’s why the book of Ephesians calls us to live a life worthy of  
   our calling as a Christian and that life is lived out in our service to 
   God . . . 
   
    

GOD HAS CALLED HIS DISCIPLES TO BE  
                    EQUIPPED FOR A LIFE OF SERVICE.    

 
II. WHAT HAS GOD GIVEN TO EQUIP US FOR THIS? 
   

 A. God has equipped us to serve by giving each of us spiritual gifts. 
     (Ephesians 4:7-10)      

   

  1. In order to do the work God calls us to, we need to be given the  
   right tools. 
   

  2. The tools of God’s service are divinely given abilities called  
   spiritual gifts. 

(Ephesians 4:7-8) 

   a. Paul quotes here an ancient version of Psalm 68:18 
   b. Jesus is the ultimate King from David’s line who, after His  
    death, burial and resurrection, now lives to bestow His Holy  
    Spirit as a gift to His church to unite His Body into one and  
    to bestow spiritual gifts so they can serve. 

(1 Corinthians 12:1-13; 13:11-12) 

A DISCIPLE IS  
EQUIPPED TO SERVE 
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