
    b. He is the One who died and came to life again. 
(Revelations 2:8b) 

     1) Death was an every day reality for the Christians 
      of Smyrna. 
     2) Jesus told them “don’t be afraid,” have faith. 
      a) The opposite of faith is fear. 

(Mark 4:35-41) 

      b) We don’t need to fear death as a Christian. 
 
  3. That’s why Peter, Paul and others saw suffering as  
   expected and necessary—it was building their faith and 
   making them like Jesus. 

(Philippians 3:7-11; 1 Peter 4:12-16) 

 
 B. Jesus’ promises are true and He can be trusted. 
   
  1.  God’s Word never fails. 

    

  2.  Jesus promised a suffering church. 
    a. “Be faithful to the point of death and I will give you 
     the crown of life.” 

(Revelations 2:10; James 1:12) 
    b. “He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the  
     second death.” 

(Revelations 2:11; 20:11-15; Revelations 21:1-8)  

 
III.  CONCLUSION 

(2 Corinthians 4:16-18)  

 
   
      

I. INTRODUCTION 
  

 A. Jesus never promised that following Him would be easy. 
 
 B. In fact, the closer you get to Jesus and the more you live for Him 
  the more the world will likely hate you. 

(Luke 6: 22-23; Matthew 10:21) 

 
 C. Many think we suffer only because we’ve sinned or because we 
  lack faith. 
 
 D. God’s faithful have always suffered so they can be perfected into 
  the likeness of Christ. 

(Hebrews 11:32-40; Romans 8:29; Hebrews 4:7-9) 

 
 E. That is why the Church at Smyrna suffered. 

 
CHRISTIANS WHO SEEK TO LIVE  

GODLY LIVES IN AN UNGODLY WORLD,  
CAN EXPECT TO GO THROUGH SUFFERING. 

 
II. WHAT DO WE LEARN IN THAT SUFFERING? 
   

 A. Jesus is our hope and He is enough. 
     (Revelations 2: 8-9)      

   

  1. Our hope is only as secure as the person or object we have 
   our hope in. 
   
  2. Jesus is the ultimate security when it comes to hope, because 
   of who He is. 
   a. He is the first and the last. 

(Revelations 2:8a) 

    1) He knows all things and controls all things. 
    2) He is the beginning of all and the end of all and  
     controls everything in between.    
    3) We can only see a limited piece of all God is  
     accomplishing, but He sees it all.  
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