
  4. It doesn’t mean we never sin, but we don’t seek to sin  
   intentionally or to live a lifestyle of living wrong. 
  
  5. People who live right because Jesus lives in them live with 
   certainty that they are God’s children. 
 
 B. We know we are God’s children when we, like Jesus, live a purified 
  life. 

(1 John 3:1-3) 

 
  1. The highest motivation to live a purified life is the love God has 
   for us and the love we have for Him. 
   a. Great love — “what country?” 
   b. Lavished — freely given, abundantly bestowed. 
   c. Children of God — a term that gives prominence to the fact 
    of our birth. 
   d. When the world hates us it’s a sign of assurance that God is 
    really living in us. 

(1 Peter 4:12-16) 

   
  2. We are not fully like God yet, but we know one day we will be.  
   That hope purifies us just as He is pure. 

(2 Corinthians 6:18-7:1; Titus 2:11-14; 1 John 3:2-3) 

 
III.  CONCLUSION 

(1 John 1:10-13) 

 
  

I. INTRODUCTION 
  

 A. The real issue is whether we know with certainty  that Jesus is 
  living in us. 
 

 B. The apostle Paul admonished people to examine themselves to see 
  if they were really believers. 

(2 Corinthians 13:5) 

 
 C. What is the evidence?  It was summed up by John in 1 John 2:6 
  “whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.” 
 
 D. Now John tells them more specifically what that looks like. 
 

GOD WANTS US TO LIVE A LIFE OF CERTAINTY  
KNOWING THAT WE ARE GOD’S CHILDREN. 

 
II. HOW CAN WE KNOW WE ARE GOD’S CHILDREN? 
   
 A. We know we are God’s children when we, like Jesus, live a right 
  life. 

                                                                      (1 John 2:29)      
   
  1. Christians are to do the right thing in every situation, just as 
   Jesus did. 

 

  2. We know Jesus is righteous so we should also seek to live in 
   righteousness. 

(Matthew 6:33) 

  3. This righteous life cannot be achieved by purely human effort. 
   a This righteousness comes from God when we believe. 

(Romans 3:21-22; Isaiah 64:6) 

   b. We don’t live right lives in order to be saved.  We live right 
    lives because we are saved. 
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