
 B. When we respond to our brother’s need with action and truth. 
(1 John 3: 17-20) 

 
  1. Real love must be more than words, but be seen in action and in 
   truth. 
   a. Actions — deeds. Works that reveal genuine faith. 
   b. Truth — objective reality.  Integrity of character. 
 
  2. We are to demonstrate love by meeting the needs of others as a 
   sign that our love is objective reality consistent with the  
   character of Christ and not just in words. 
 
  3. “Sees” — spectator.  One who observes the details carefully. 

(John 20:3-5; 6-7) 

 
  4. When we see genuine need we are to have pity (compassion) and 
   respond by seeking to meet the need as God enables us.  When 
   we do, the love of God is seen. 

(1 John 3:17; 1 Corinthians 13:1-3; James 2:14-18) 

   
  5. When you see love in action and truth you can know with 
   certainty that you belong to God. 

(1 John 3:19-20) 
 

III. CONCLUSION 
 
  

I. INTRODUCTION 
  

 A. Many times you can tell the genuine from the imitation by a  
  distinguishing mark. 
 

 B. The distinguishing mark of a Christian is love. 
(John 13:34-35) 

  
 C. This is the message God has given us from the very beginning. 
  Love is not the application of the message.  Love is the message. 
 

 WE CAN BE CERTAIN THAT WE ARE GOD’S  
        CHILDREN WHEN WE LIVE LIVES MARKED BY LOVE. 

 
II. HOW WILL THAT DISTINGUISHING MARK OF LOVE BE 

SEEN? 
   
 A. When we respond to our brothers by laying down our lives 

                                                                      (1 John 3:16)      
   
  1. There is a contrast between Cain and Jesus. 
   a. Cain had no love, so he took his brother’s life. 
   b. Jesus is love, so He laid down His life for His brothers. 

 

  2. Laid down — the idea of seeing others as more important than 
   yourself. 

(Philippians 2:1-13) 

 
  3. In the last days love will grow cold and evil will abound.  We 
   are to shine the love of Christ by laying down our lives for 
   others. 

(Matthew 24:10-12; 2 Timothy 3:1-5) 

   
  4. “Love is the denial of self for another’s gain.” 

Glenn W. Barker, Fuller Seminary 

        

The Distinguishing  
Mark of  Love 
1 John 3:11-20 
October 13, 2013 


