
  4. God showed His love by sending Jesus to be the atoning  
   sacrifice for our sins. 
   a. Atoning sacrifice — propitiation; turning aside God’s wrath. 
   b. He saved us due to no merit in us. 

(Ephesians 2:1-5; Galatians 2:20; Romans 8:31-39) 

 
  5. We do not fear future judgment as Christians because we know 
   God’s love put the judgment for our sins on Jesus. 

(1 John 4:10; 13-18; Romans 5:6-11; 1 John 4:13-16) 

 
 B. We can live with certainty in the love of God made visible in the 
  People of Christ. 

(1 John 4:11-12; 19-21) 

 
  1. God’s love is made visible in us. 

(1 John 4:11-12) 

   
  2. We can’t claim to love God and withhold love from others. 

(1 John 4:19-20) 

    
  3. We can’t manufacture love.  God needs to produce it in us and 
   He will when we: 
   a. Love our enemies 

(Matthew 5:43-48) 

   b. Love our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
(1 John 4:19-21) 

   
  4. This love is not a feeling, it is seen in a choice to seek good for 
   others as God chose to seek good for us.   

(1 Corinthians 13:1-13; 1 John 4:7-8) 
   

III.   CONCLUSION 
  
 1 John 4:12; 7-8; 9-10; 11-12; 13-16 
 
  

I. INTRODUCTION 
  

 A. Love must be put in action in order to be seen. 
   
 B. Love is difficult to define, but love finds its ultimate definition in 
  the Person of God. 

(1 John 4:8) 

 
 C. John reminded people they could know and rely on the love  
  God has for them. 

(1 John 4:7-9) 

   
  1. Love — agape — noun 
   
  2. Love—agapao — verb 
 
 D. Love is known when it is made visible through action.  
  

WE CAN LIVE WITH CERTAINTY OF GOD’S LOVE  
BECAUSE GOD HAS MADE HIS LOVE VISIBLE. 

 
II. HOW HAS GOD MADE HIS LOVE VISIBLE? 
   
 A. We can live with certainty in the love God made visible in the  
  Cross of Jesus. 

                                                                      (1 John 4:7-8; 13-18)      
   
  1. God loves us not because of who we are or what we’ve done, 
   but because of who He is. 
 
  2. God is love. 

(1 John 4:7-10) 
  

  3. This is reassuring because we cannot do anything to make God 
   love us, neither can we do anything to make Him stop loving 
   us. 
  

God’s Love Made Visible 
1 John 4:7-21 
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