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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

A. No matter how simple the directive or who it is 
that gives it, obedience is a difficult thing for 
most people to achieve. 

 
B. Our struggle with disobedience goes all the way 

back to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  
 
C. Disobedience, especially against God is costly, 

painful and robs us of God’s blessing.  
 
D. Those are the lessons Jonah had to learn. 

(Jonah 1:1-12) 
 

THE KEY TO BLESSING IN THE  
KINGDOM OF GOD IS OBEDIENCE. 

 
II. WHY IS OBEDIENCE THE KEY? 

 

A. Obedience is the key to sharing in God’s 
kingdom purposes. (Jonah 1:1-3) 

 

1. God has purposes for our good and His glory 
that we miss being part of if we don’t obey 
what He asks us to do. 
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2. God had kingdom work for Jonah to do, but he 
ran away from it. (Jonah 1:1-3) 

 
3. God had to get Jonah’s attention in a most 

unusual way. 
 a. Did it work? You bet!  (Jonah 2:1) 
 b. What did Jonah learn? (Jonah 2:8-9) 
 c.  What did God do? (Jonah 2:10-3:2) 

 d. What did Jonah do? (Jonah 3:3a) 
 e. What happened when Jonah obeyed? God’s 

kingdom purposes were accomplished.  
   (Jonah 3:4-10) 

 
4. When God asks us to obey Him in anything, He 

has kingdom purposes He wants to use us to 
fulfill. 

 
B. Obedience is the key to being spared from 

unnecessary trouble. 
(Jonah 1:4-12) 

 
1. So much of the heartache and pain in our lives is 

avoidable if we would only listen to God, obey 
Him and do what is right. 

 
2. People who think they can willfully disobey God 

and have no consequences are always wrong. 
 

 a. Not all trouble in life is avoidable because some 
difficulty necessary to help us grow into the 
likeness of Christ.  (John 16:33; 1 Peter 4:12-14) 

 b. But we are not to create trouble by our sin and 
disobedience.   (1 Peter 4:15-16) 

 c. Obedience spares us from unnecessary trouble. 
 

III. CONCLUSION 
 

 Jonah 2:7-9 


