
						
 

 

 

 

 
I . INTRODUCTION 

 
 It is one of life’s most fundamental questions,               A.

“Christian, do you know who you are?” 
 
       1.  Most do not. We define our identity by names,          
            position, abilities, possessions, or achievements.  
 
       2.  But out true identity is established in our             
            relationship with God.  
  
B.   God wants all of us to know who we are in Christ and          
      the good news of the gospel that declares our identity. 
 

 
The gospel is the good news  

of our identity in Christ.  
 

 
II . WHAT IS THE GOOD NEWS OF OUR NEW IDENTITY? 

 
A.   The good news of the gospel is that in Christ our old            
      self is gone.                                       (2 Corinthians 5:17-18) 

  
     1.   “The old is gone” 
 
    a. “old” – original, ancient; the old sinful self 
 
    b. “gone” - passed away, perished, it is no longer 
 

               2.   What is the “old us” that is passed away in Christ? 
 
               3.   Here is how God’s word describes the old us:   

         (Ephesians 2:1-3; 4:18-19; Romans 1:25-27, 29-32; Eph 2:12) 
 

    
 
 
     4.   But we who are in Christ aren’t that any more.  
                                                                                       (1 Corinthians 6:11)                           
    a. We still sin but we are not slaves to sin. (Rom 6:6-14)  
 
   b.  The old self is gone.  
        That’s good news.  The good news of the gospel. 
 

      B.   The good news of the gospel is that in Christ our new             
            self is here.                                                                   (2 Cor 5:17-6:1)                      

 
                 1.   We are not recycled, remodeled or rehabbed,                  
                     we are made new. 
 
   a. “new” – new nature 
 
   b. “creation” – a completely new spiritual creation           
                                                of God. 
 
              2.   How new are we?  
 
  a. We are reconciled to God.                                     
                           (exchanged from enemies to friends) (2 Cor 5:18-19) 
 
  b.  We are God’s children.    (John 1:10-13; 1 John 3:1-2) 
 
  c. We are a chosen people (race), a royal priesthood,       
                            a holy nation, God’s special possession. We are the  
                            people of God.                                    (2 Peter 2:9-10) 
 
  d. We are God’s messengers, His ambassadors, His  
                            righteousness, God’s co-workers.     (2 Cor 5:17-6:1) 
 
              3.   We are so new that we no longer live but Christ lives               
                     in us.                                                         (Galatians 2:20) 
 
              4.   The new has come. That newness is Christ Himself.             
                    That’s good news. That’s the gospel. 

  
  III .    CONCLUSION 

   (2 Corinthians 6:2) 
 
 

The Gospel  and       
the Believer 

 
2 Corinthians 5:11 – 6:2 

February 7, 2016 
Week 4 


