
						
 

 

 

 

 
I . INTRODUCTION 

 
 Jesus was asked which commandments were the greatest.   A.

His answer was all about relationships. 
       1.  Love God. Love our neighbor. 
       2.  These are the two greatest commandments.  
  
B.   These relational commandments cannot be fulfilled in us    
      until we believe and receive Christ when we hear the gospel. 
 

 

The gospel is good news for 
 our most important relationships. 

 
II . WHAT RELATIONSHIPS ARE THOSE? 

 

A.   The gospel is the good news for our relationship with God.   
                                                                        (Matthew 22:37-38)         
      1.   The key to life is to love God. 
 

               2.   We can’t love a God we don’t know and we can’t know  
                      Him when we are separated because of sin in us.  
 

    3.   The good news of the gospel is that God took action         
           and paid for our sin in the sacrifice of His Son so we  
           could know God and have relationship with Him.    
                                                                        (1 John 4:19) 
 

   
 
    
   4.   Christianity is not primarily a religion it is a relation-  
          ship with God – a God we come to know.  (John 17:3) 
 
    5.  Through the gospel we are reconciled to God and brought  
          into relationship with Him.      (Romans 5:1-2, 6-11; 8:14-16) 
     

      B.   The gospel is good news for our relationships with others.                                         
                                                                                                     (Matthew 22:39-40)                      
 

                 1.   The more Jesus displays His life in us the more we come    
                     to love like He loves.   
 
    a. The gospel empowers us to love our fellow Christians 
                                                             (John 13:34-35; 1 John 4:7-21) 

    b. The gospel empowers us to love unbelievers, even  
                             our enemies.                                     (Matthew 5:43-48) 

 
              2.   But we are not to love the world.  (1 John 2:15-17)  

 

   a.  world – the anti-god system led by Satan that  
                   opposes God.  
   b.  The system that seeks to control us with lust of the  
                   flesh, eyes and  pride of life.  
   c.  Our “lust” – our passion is to be for God and when  
                   God is our passion we cannot love the world. 
   d.  Instead we love people who are in the world enough  
                   to share with them the gospel. (Romans 15:5-7) 

 

 
  III .    CONCLUSION 
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