
						
                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I. WHY A THEOLOGY OF WORK MATTERS        

 
 A theology of work helps us understand work in light of  

its relationship to God. 
 

 We realize all kinds of work are dignified because God 
works.    

      
            1.  Work is good, beautiful and joyous. 

            2.  Work is an element of what it means to be made  
                  in God’s image.             
  

 We should interpret all of reality within the framework  
of the biblical worldview. 

 
            1.   Within a biblical worldview, work is good. 
 
            2.   Within our own experience, work has gone bad. 
 
            3.   The biblical worldview confirms the brokenness  
                   of work, but also promotes the good news of its   
                   redemption. 
                                                        

II. ACT TWO: THE FALL AND ITS EFFECT ON WORK 
                                                                                      (Genesis  3:1-24)               
A.  The Fall is fundamentally rebellion against God’s    
       authority.             
  
           1.  The command was not given because the tree was     
                 bad, but because it was a test.             (Genesis 2:17) 
 
      2.  Sin and rebellion occur when we make good things,  
                 ultimate things.                                      (Genesis 3:6) 
 
 

 
 
 
B.   The curse of the Fall is that relationships are broken.                                
 
     1.  God’s relationship with humanity is broken    (3:8) 
 
         2.  Humanity’s relationship with itself                    (3:7) 
 
          3.  Humanity’s interpersonal relationships     (3:9-13) 
     
          4.  Humanity’s relationship with nature        (3:16-19) 
 
C.   The damaging effects of the Fall on work  
 
          1.  Work is pointless and fruitless. (Ecc 2:4-11; 18-25) 
 
          2.  Work is distorted and results in laziness and  
                workaholism. 
  

    III.    ACT THREE & FOUR:  
                          REDEEMING WORK IN LIGHT OF THE NEW CREATION 
 
         A.  Resurrection is the inauguration of the New Creation                
                                                                        (2 Cor 5:17; 1 Cor 15:20, 23) 
 

          B.   There is continuity between the Old and New Creation     
                                                                                  (Revelation 21:22-27) 
 

         C.   Redeeming work: common grace for the common good                           
                                                                                       (Matthew 5:43-48) 
 
                   1.  Common grace (Isaiah 55:10-11) 
                   2.  Common good 
 
         D.   Redeemed relationships 
      
                   1. God and humanity restored in Christ   (Rom 5:10) 
 
                     2.  Humanity restored to itself              (Hebrews 9:14) 
 
                   3.  Humanity’s interpersonal relationships restored   
                                                                                          (Ephesians 2:14-16) 
 

                     4.   Humanity restored to nature                (Rev 5:9-10) 
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