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April 24, 2011 - Matthew 28:1-7, I Corinthians 15:12-57 
 

The Grave Could Not Hold Him 
Pastor Larry Adams 

 
If you have your Bibles today, Matthew was an eyewitness of the resurrection.  He was 
one who saw the resurrected Christ, who walked with him, talked with him, ate with him.  
The Apostle Paul in I Corinthians 15, also a witness of the resurrected Christ, saw with 
his own eyes the power of the resurrection in the person of Jesus.  Here’s the way they 
recorded the resurrection story beginning in Matthew 28 verse 1: 
 

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to look at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for an 
angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back 
the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were 
white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became 
like dead men.  
 
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking 
for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come 
and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has 
risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see 
him.’ Now I have told you.”  

 
So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to 
tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to 
him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

 
And the Apostle Paul in I Corinthians 15, writing one of the most powerful passages on 
the resurrection ever written, said this in I Corinthians 15:12: 
 

But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of 
you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, 
our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that, we are then found 
to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised 
Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 
For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then 
those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have 
hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 
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But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead 
comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made 
alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those 
who belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to 
God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he 
must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  

 
And in verse 54: 
 

When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been 
swallowed up in victory.”  
 
“Where, O death, is your victory?  
 Where, O death, is your sting?” 
 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! 
He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
Father, no more powerful or pertinent words could ever be written.  Proclaiming 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, and the guarantee of life to all who 
have Christ living in them.  Thank you today on this Easter Sunday that we know 
that sin, death, and the grave have all been conquered.  Help us to live as 
victorious people, and we’ll thank you.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
You know, when I was a kid I used to be terrified at the prospect of dying.  I would at 
times lay there on my bed and have cold and scary, terrifying thoughts of dying.  It 
wasn’t dying so much, it was the thought of being put in a box and being put in the 
ground forever.  Such fears have prompted people to do some pretty weird and 
desperate things over the years to try to forestall their fear of the grave.  The pharaohs 
used to be buried with live servants and have all the luxuries they would need for life in 
the tomb.  One Chinese emperor was so terrified that he had 6,000 terracotta soldiers 
buried with him to protect him after his death.  I’ve read accounts of people installing 
electric lights in their caskets so that if they “came to” underground they would be able 
to see.  Or running a rope out through the casket above the ground to a bell that they 
could yank on the rope if they came to life in the grave.   
 
People are so afraid at the prospect of death, burial, and the grave they’ve done 
desperate things because the fear of the grave can be so overwhelming, but what if 
there is a power greater than the grave?  What if you knew that the grave was not final 
because it had no power over you?  What if you knew that even if you died you would 
live? Or even better, if you lived you would never die?  Because, you see, there is a 
power greater than the grave.  It’s called the power of the resurrection.  And the power 
of the resurrection has a name.  His name is Jesus.  He is the Resurrection and the 
Life.  And everyone who belongs to him, follows him, believes in him, trusts him, and 
born again in his name; everyone who believes that he died on the cross and rose 
again; everyone who has invited this Christ to forgive their sins and who follows him as 
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Lord; every one of them will discover that the grave cannot hold them because the 
grave could not hold Him.  And that’s why we celebrate this Easter.  Easter is the 
annual celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave.  Matthew said it 
happened just after the Sabbath on a Sunday morning, early. Two ladies and others 
came to the tomb.  The stone had been rolled away by an angel who came and sat 
upon it.  So powerful did the earth shake, and so much lightening that appeared through 
these angels that the guards that were guarding the tomb shook like dead men:   
 

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking 
for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come 
and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has 
risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see 
him.’ Now I have told you.”  

 
People, it’s important for us to understand on this Easter that Jesus is not just one 
among many.  He is not just a prophet or a good man or a good moral teacher or just a 
head of some religion.  Jesus Christ is God come in the flesh.  He was born of a virgin.  
We celebrate it every Christmas.  He lived a sinless life so that at just the right time he 
could take my sin and your sin and the sin of the world upon himself and die with it on a 
cross.  He was buried on a tomb, but the grave could not hold him.  At dawn on that 
Sunday morning, the grave exploded with life and Jesus rose from the dead.  A reality 
that sent shock waves through the enemies of God, and it sent hope to all humanity.  
Paul rightly proclaimed that it was the most important news any human being could ever 
hear, which is why it is not surprising that Satan and the enemies of God have so many 
things in place to keep us from hearing the good news and believing in the power of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Paul, when he wrote to the Corinthian church, said in 
I Corinthians verse 3: 
 

“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance” --   
 
If there’s any message you are ever going to hear, this is the one you need to hear.  
 

that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared 
to Peter and then to Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of 
the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have 
fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all 
he appeared to me also.  

 
Paul and Peter and James and the apostles and hundreds who had witnessed the 
resurrection said he lived, he died, he rose again because the grave could not hold him.  
But the question each Easter is this, “Why could the grave not hold him?”   
 
For the very same reason that it can’t hold you or it can’t hold me or hold anyone who 
has the living Christ living in them.  The grave can’t hold anyone who lives with the 
power of the resurrection.  The power of the resurrection is greater than the power of sin 
and death.  That’s what Paul was writing in I Corinthians 15 when he said in verse 54: 
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When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and mortal has put 
on immortality, then what is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up 
in victory.” 

 
“Where, O death, is your victory?  
Where, O death, is your sting?”  
 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God 
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
You know it’s the moment that every driver dreads. It quickens your heartbeat and 
makes your palms sweat.  It’s a cop appearing in your rearview mirror with his lights 
going.  You’re getting pulled over.  Immediately you’re trying to figure out what did I do 
or you know what you did and you’re going to figure out how to beg for mercy. 
 
You know, we live in America.  We’re a free people. You ever think about this?  What 
gives that cop the right to pull me over, detain me, and even arrest me?  After all it is a 
free country.  He is a man or a woman, a citizen like myself, so what gives them the 
right to pull me over, detain me, or even hold me or arrest me?  
 
The law gives them that power.  The law allows that man or woman in that uniform to 
exercise enforcement of what the law has said, so they have the power to do what they 
do because of the law.   
 
What is it that gives the grave the power to hold anyone?  The grave being more than 
just a hole in the ground or an urn in which our ashes are placed.  The grave is the word 
used to describe the place of eternal death for those who have been separated from 
God and lost forever.  What gives the grave the power to hold anyone? 
 
The law gives the grave that power. The law of God.  That’s why the grave has power to 
hold you.  That’s why Paul said in I Corinthians 15:56, “The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law.”  The law is all the teaching of God, his instruction for our lives.  
It’s the Ten Commandments, but it’s more than that.  It’s all the moral code, but it’s 
more than that.  It’s all the word of God that he has given for our instruction.  The power 
of sin is the law.   
 
Sin has the power to put you to death when you become a lawbreaker.  Death has the 
power to put you in the grave.  And if there is no power greater than sin and death then 
the law gives the grave the power to hold you.  All of us who sin are lawbreakers, and 
because we are lawbreakers the law’s penalty is “The soul that sins, it shall die.”  But if 
the demands of the law are met, then you have no penalty for sin.  And if sin’s penalty is 
paid, you will not die.  And if you do not die, the grave cannot hold you.  But the problem 
is, Paul said to the Romans in Chapter 3 verse 23, “All of us have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God.”  All of us.  I am a sinner and so are you.  So is all of humanity.  
Paul reminded the Corinthian church in I Corinthians 15:22, “In Adam all die.” 
 
People, the story of Adam and Eve is not some cutsie story or some legendary fantasy.  
Adam and Eve are real people.  The first two people created in the image of God, put in 
a perfect garden, to live in fellowship and harmony with God.  But they rebelled against 
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God.  They went their own way.  They broke God’s law, so sin entered the world.  That 
sin has been passed on to every human being.  That’s why Paul said in Roman’s 5:12, 
“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, in this 
way death came to all men because all have sinned.” We are sinners by nature and by 
choice.  Paul reminded the Corinthians the sting of death is sin.   
 
Death hurts because it has a stinger.  If we die with sin still in our lives, death will sting 
us. It will separate us from God forever.  People, life is found in God alone.  He is the 
life.  To be connected with God in relationship is to have life.  To be separated from God 
is to be in a state of death.  We live in spiritual death now.  We will die physically 
because of it, and we will be put eternally away from God in a Christless grave forever 
in a place of death if we do not have our sins forgiven.  Death hurts because it has a 
stinger, but if you could physically die with your sin gone, death couldn’t touch you.  It 
would be harmless.  In fact it wouldn’t be the means now to sting you to separate you 
from God.  Physical death would be the means that you would actually come to live with 
God forever.  That’s what Jesus did at the cross.  He ripped the stinger out of death for 
those who would believe.  Jesus, who had no sin of his own, went to a cross and died 
there to bring glory to God and to bring forgiveness to humanity.  When he died on that 
cross he died with my sin on him. He died with your sin on him.  When I came to believe 
that Jesus Christ was my Savior who lived and died and rose again, and I asked him to 
come and live in my life. Jesus grabbed death -- my death -- by the throat, and he 
ripped the stinger out of it.  Now I’m not afraid of death anymore. I might physically die, 
but death can’t touch me.  In fact, the moment death closes my physical eyes I’ll be 
more alive than I’ve ever been.  Instantaneous death can’t touch me anymore.  The 
grave will never hold me because the grave couldn’t hold him, and he’s alive in me.  
And if he’s alive in you, the grave won’t hold you either.  
 
Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life. He is the resurrection power that conquered sin, 
death, and the grave.  It’s why the angels came to roll away the stone; not to let Jesus 
out, but so that we could see in and know that for all time Jesus’ victory was complete.  
That’s why Matthew said in Chapter 28 verse 5, “The angel said to the women, ‘Do not 
be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; 
he has risen, just as he said. Come see the place where he lay.’” 
 
When Paul wrote to the Corinthian church, he told them in I Corinthians 15 verse 20: 
 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead 
comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made 
alive. But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who 
belong to him.  

 
Twice he reminds them, “Christ . . . the firstfruits . . . Christ . . . the firstfruits.”  Why was 
he so excited about that?   
 
Because being a Jew he understood what it meant. It was an agricultural, sacrificial 
term. The firstfruits was the time when the Hebrews knew that the first of the crops of 
their field were to be brought to God.  They would take their tomatoes and the first of 
their corn and the first of their wheat and the first of whatever they had, and they would 
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bring it to God.  They would present it as an offering, and they would say, “God, thank 
you for these firstfruits, because this is the first of more that’s left to come just like it.”  
When Paul said, “Christ is the firstfruit,” he was encouraging the Corinthian church by 
telling them this, “Jesus is the first to rise from the dead, never again to be subject to 
death.  He rose and presented himself to God as that sacrifice saying to the Lord, ‘By 
your grace, I am the first of those who have risen from the dead and more like me are 
yet to come.’”  That’s you and me.  Christ is the firstfruits.   
 
Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life powerfully demonstrated at the tomb of his friend 
Lazarus, a young man in the tomb four days and decaying.  Jesus had spent many 
nights at Lazarus’ house in Bethany just a short trip over the Mount of Olives from the 
City of Jerusalem.  And when he got word in the North Country that Lazarus had died, 
he waited.  By the time he got to the tomb, Lazarus had been dead for four days.  John, 
who was with Jesus on that trip arriving with him in Bethany, recorded for us what 
happened in John 11:17: 
 

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 
days. Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed 
at home.  
 
“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask him.”  
 
And Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
 
Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”  

 
Can you hear it?   
 

“If you had been here he wouldn’t have died.  I know now you can do anything.  
And I know there’s going to be a future resurrection some day.  I was hoping you 
could have been here to do something now.” 

 
And Jesus essentially said to her, 
 

“Martha, you still don’t fully understand who I am, do you?” And then he said to 
her, “I am the Resurrection and the Life.”  I am the Resurrection at the Life.  “He 
who believes in me will live, even if he dies; and whoever lives and believes in 
me will never die. Do you believe this?”  

 
“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is 
to come into the world.”  

 
Do you believe this? If you don’t believe this you’ve never lived. If you do believe this 
you’ll never die.  Your body may die, but you will never die.   
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“Martha, don’t you understand that I am the resurrection and the life? He who 
believes in me will live even though he dies. I know your brother’s body is in the 
tomb, and it is rotting.  But he’s not in that tomb.  He’s alive right now.  And if you 
who lives believes in me, you will never die either.  Your brother will rise again.  
You want to see?  Roll away the stone.”  “Lazarus, come out.”   

 
And when life speaks, death obeys.  The grave couldn’t hold Lazarus because the 
Resurrection and the Life called him out of the grave.  People, the grave won’t be able 
to hold you either because if the Resurrection and the Life lives in you. The grave 
couldn’t hold him, and it won’t hold you. 
 
People, the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave is the single pivotal event that 
sets Christianity apart from every other religion.  Each Easter I share these facts with 
people because growing numbers of people are confused by the multiplicities of 
religions.  I even hear Christians at times saying, “There are many approaches to God.  
It doesn’t matter what you believe.  All religions are basically the same.”  That is a lie.  
All religions in the world except four are just pure philosophy.  They are the inventions of 
men who don’t know any more about life or death or God than you do. In fact, you and I 
could invent better religions than most of the world is now suffering under, and those 
people in those religions that we invented will be just as bankrupt and lost as the billions 
of people who are engaged in those meaningless philosophies right now.  Don’t be 
confused by the world’s religions.  They are pure philosophy, and they are meaningless.  
Of the four that are left that are not in philosophy, they are based in the life and teaching 
of their founders: 
 
• Judaism, based on the life and teaching of Abraham 
• Buddhism, based on the life and teaching of the first Buddha, Gautama 
• Islam, based on the life and teaching of Mohammed 
• Christianity, based on the life and teaching of Jesus Christ 
 
People, here are the facts.  Abraham died about 2,000 BC at the age of 175.  They 
buried him in a cave at a place called Machpelah next to his wife Sarah, who had been 
buried before him.  And their bodies are still in the grave. 
 
Gautama, the first Buddha, died 500 years before Christ at the age of 80.  He died on a 
pilgrimage into the Himalayas which, by his own confession, he said he was going there 
to find the truth.  Isn’t it amazing millions of people followed the teaching of this guy who 
near his own death said he hadn’t yet even found the truth!  When he died they buried 
him in a Himalayan village called Kusinara.  And Gautama’s body is still in the grave. 
 
Mohammed, the prophet of Islam, died in 632 AD at the age of 62.  They buried him in a 
tomb at Medina.  It is a pilgrimage site for millions in Islam from around the world.  And 
they won’t be disappointed because when they get there.  Mohammed’s body is still in 
the grave. 
 
Jesus Christ died 33 AD in his early 30s.  He was crucified on a Roman cross, pierced 
with a spear, taken down, wrapped in linens, and embalmed with spices.  They placed 
him in a rock-hewn tomb.  They rolled a huge stone in front, sealed that tomb with all of 
the authority of the Roman government, and placed a royal guard to stand there to 
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prevent the body from being stolen, taken, or otherwise providing a hoax for the 
disciples.  Jesus was in the tomb for three days, but the grave couldn’t hold him. On that 
Sunday morning, anybody that pilgrimaged to that site will find an empty hole because 
Jesus is gone.  He is risen from the dead just as he said.  He’s not just a good man.  
He’s not just another prophet.  He’s not just a moral teacher. He’s not just another 
religion.  Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, the 
Resurrection and the Life!  He’s alive today because the grave can’t hold him!  
[applause]  That’s the difference.  So don’t believe this trash that all religions are the 
same.  They’re not.  That’s a lie from the pit.  Jesus Christ is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life, the only way to God.  That’s why every time I do a funeral, especially the funeral of 
a Christian person whose body has physically died, I remind the grieving family of two 
things: 
 
1. We may put this person’s body in the ground today or put their ashes in a crypt, 

but I’ll guarantee you we can’t put them in there because they’re not here.  Their 
soul and spirit is alive with Jesus. It’s more alive right now than you can imagine, 
and if you had the eyes to see it in that realm there would be no mistake, they’re 
alive. 

 
2. Secondly, our salvation is so complete that this cemetery one day is going to be 

a pretty exciting place because you see Jesus is not going to leave our bodies or 
our ashes in the ground either.  He’s not going to leave them in the bottoms of 
the ocean.  

 
It tells us in I Thessalonians 4:13:  
 

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall 
asleep or to grieve like the rest of men who have no hope. We believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who 
have fallen asleep in him.  

 
Watch this: 
 

According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are 
left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be 
with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage each other with these words. 

 
The Lord is going to come in the air in the future, and he’s going to give a great shout.  
Those who have died before us in Christ, whose bodies are in the ground, they’re going 
to have their bodies raised up in resurrection glory.  And their soul and their spirit is 
going to be united with that resurrected body, and they’re going to live forever with the 
Lord.  You and me, who may be alive on the earth when that shout is heard, we’re going 
to be snatch off this earth and transformed in an instant into that resurrection glory.  And 
those who had died before us, and we who are alive today, are going to live together 
with the living Lord!  No wonder Paul said, “Encourage each other with these words.”   
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Jesus said to the grieving sisters of Lazarus, “Your brother will rise again, because I am 
the Resurrection and the Life. He who believes in me will live even though he dies, and 
whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” 
 
Do you believe this?  Do you believe this?  John said in I John 5:10: 
 

Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart, and 
anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has 
not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. And this is the 
testimony that God has given about his Son: He who has the Son has life; he 
who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
 
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you 
may know you have eternal life.  

 
Eternal life.  The grave could not hold him, and it won’t hold you.  That’s why Paul said 
to the Corinthian church, “When the perishable puts on the imperishable and the mortal 
puts on immortality, then what is written will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up 
in victory.’”  
 
The sting of death is sin and the power of sin is the law, but thanks be to God. He gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Father, thank you for today.  Thank you that we don’t have to fear death 
anymore, because it will never hold us if we are in Christ.  And if we’re not in 
Christ, we have everything to fear because the law gives the grave all the power 
it needs to hold us forever.  But you’re the Resurrection and the Life, and I pray 
today, God, that we will know the power of this resurrection in our lives every 
day, and we will live despite our circumstance as the victorious people that we 
are. 

 
While your heads are bowed and your eyes are closed, I’m just going to ask you again, 
“Do you believe this?” because if you do and have invited Christ into your life then you 
will live forever.  But if you haven’t invited him there, the sin is killing you and you 
haven’t lived at all, but you can be saved on this Easter.  If you confess with your mouth 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved.  That’s God’s promise.  So if you’re here today and you’re ready to be forgiven, 
to have the stinger ripped out of your death, then you’re ready to have the living Christ 
live in you.  Then ask him to save you and he will, “For by Grace we are saved through 
faith.”  And if you’re not sure what to say, you can pray with me right now, and God will 
hear you if this is the cry of your heart.  Say to him,  
 

Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I know that my sin separates me from 
you.  I believe you love me and that’s why you came to die for me, for my sin, 
and my place on that cross.  Having died I believe you were buried, and I believe 
that three days later you rose again victorious, and I believe you’re alive right  
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now.  So, Lord Jesus, I ask you please come and live in me.  Wash away all of 
my sin and bring me into relationship with God.  Teach me to follow you all the 
days of my life, and I will thank you for so great a salvation. 

 
While everyone is still praying, I just want you to know that if you prayed that in your 
heart today, God hears you.  It’s the same thing I prayed when I asked God to save me 
and he did.  Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved, but it’s a 
beginning.  We want to pray for you.  And I wonder today as the first sign that you are 
committed to Christ that you would let me pray for you.  If you received the Lord into 
your heart today, would you just lift up your hand?  I want to thank God for you, just to 
say “thank you, God.”  Anyone?   
 
Yes, God bless you.  Yes, God bless you.  Yes, God bless you too.  Yes, Ma’am, God 
bless you.  Yes, yes.  God sees.  He sees you making this commitment to him.  Yes, 
God bless you in the balcony. Thank you. This is God’s doing.  No man can do this.  
The salvation he promised is yours.  Yes, God bless you.  Thank you, brother.  God is 
working today.  Whether I see your hand or not, God sees it.  Let me pray for you: 
 

Father, you see every person responding to you today whether they lifted their 
hands or not.  You see every person who trusts you and believes in you.  I pray 
today, God, that you will confirm to them the power of this resurrection that their 
sins are forgiven, and that they will grow and become more like you, plugging 
into church, learning your Word, becoming more the person you called them to 
be. Help us, God, to encourage them, and as we stand and sing this closing song 
today, we celebrate life that’s come to them and to us and to all who believe.  
And we celebrate you, the Resurrection and the Life himself.  Lord, receive this 
tribute.  We offer you our lives as our offering.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


