
  
 

May 15, 2011 - 2 Timothy 2:1-7
 

What You’ve Heard Me Say
Pastor Cliff Olson

 
 
How is everybody today? 
 
“Good.  Great.”
 
Good.  Hey, I am Cliff Olson, and I am the Student Ministries Pastor here at Golden 
Hills.  Student Ministries, if you are new to our church, you don’t know maybe that 
Student Ministries covers students grade 6 all the way through young adult, college 
age, 22, 23, 24, and it’s a privilege twice a year, every so often, to be able to stand 
before you and give you a glimpse of what God is doing in our world because it is kind 
of a different world.  We are a little bit secluded down the hallway there.  You hear 
some noise, and you know things are happening, but this is a chance for us to be able 
to share some of that because the young people are an integral part of the church.  
And I thank God that I am part of a church body that believes with all its heart that the 
students that are here, our children, are an equal part of the church as all of us.  So 
thank you for allowing us to share with you today some of the stuff that’s going on.
 
Make sure today you get a bulletin.  Lots of stuff happening.  It is that time of year, 
and as I say that I realize “When isn’t it the time of year when there is a lot of stuff 
happening?”  But it just seems in our world maybe it’s more so.  But make sure you 
get a bulletin.  Lots of stuff happening.  A few things I wanted to mention.  First off was 
that in your bulletin there is an offering envelope for the COC. I know the offering came 
around already, but it’s a chance for you to give a little bit over and above and extra to 
the ministry downtown in Antioch.  Also, you will notice in your bulletin on the inside, 
the lower right-hand corner gives you an opportunity to be a part of Power and Light, 
the very first choir that performed.  They’re going on tour down to Southern California 
in June.  To be able to do that it does take some financial resources to do that, and the 
students are raising all their own funds.  
 
If you would like to help and participate, after the 9:45 service -- now I made sure and 
I asked, because I’m getting kinda hungry, and I was thinking pulled pork sandwich at 
9:30 or 10:00 in the morning doesn’t sound too good, but maybe not too bad either.  I 
don’t know.  But it’s not after this service but after the 9:45 and the 11:30 service you 
are welcome to join us for lunch, and the proceeds for that go to help send students on 
the Power and Light tour this summer.
 
Also alongside of that is an opportunity -- if you have, like, odd jobs or yard work or 
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babysitting or some other opportunities for students to raise money for the Power and 
Light tour, they would love to connect up with you.  And you can hire students from the 
choir to come and work for you and suggested wage and all that kind of stuff.  So it’s 
a way for you guys to participate and help out.  Maybe lunch won’t work because you 
can’t stick around that long, but there is a way for you guys to also help out.  
 
One other thing to mention is that at some point during the last two months you 
probably received a letter in the mail from one of the students in our ministry.  It could 
have been from a high school student or Kairos, which is our young adult ministry, 
asking for prayer and help support for summer missions efforts that we are taking 
this year.  I know if your practice is kind of like our practice, you get that early in the 
year, you know, February, March, and maybe April, and you get that letter and you 
think, “Man, that’s pretty awesome.  I would love to help and participate, but that’s 
a long ways off.  I’m going to put it in my kinda ‘To Do’ pile or put it over here in the 
corner.”  Well it is just kinda of a request to find that letter again if you could and pray 
about supporting summer missions for our students.  They are in a place where we’re 
getting down near the end and would love for you to pray about supporting them and 
helping them.  So thank you guys very much for that.
 
Last announcement is at the business meeting I had announced some changes in my 
ministry in my own life.  I’ve been here at Golden Hills -- this June will mark 19 years 
that I’ve been here on staff, and God is kind of opening and unwrapping a new chapter 
of my ministry in my life.  We have started a 501c3 non-profit organization to focus on 
short-term missions, which is something that we’ve fallen in love with as a ministry and 
something that God has blessed us with incredible opportunities to serve around the 
world and to develop students in that way, but also a student leadership piece.  So what 
that means for me is that in the fall I’m going to be moving to part time here at Golden 
Hills and then eventually phasing out my responsibilities full time here at Golden Hills 
and focusing on this new endeavor which the scope of that is going to be incredible.  
The opportunities are endless, and we are looking forward to see what God is going to 
do with that.  It’s hard to explain in a 2 second/5 minute little kinda thing from up front.  
And we realize that.  It’s always hard to kinda explain what it is that we’re doing.  We 
would love to invite all of you.  Now, I don’t know that all of us could fit in the room that 
we are going to have our meeting in -- we’re going to have some information meetings.  
 
First way you can hear about kinda what we’re doing -- what I’m doing, is outside 
on the right as you’re heading out the door there is going to be a table with some 
printed information.  I encourage you guys to grab a little card. It looks like this, that 
will describe some of our next step, how you can be praying for us in the days, weeks, 
months ahead.  And also on this card is a list of some of the information meeting dates 
and times.  I want to invite you to come out.  I know one of those is today at 1:30 in 
Room 246 and 247, which is on the second floor up here. I would love for everybody 
to come.  I don’t know how we would all fit, but there is going to be treats and snacks 
and coffee and would love to share with you a little bit of the vision of some of that next 
step of what it is that we’re doing as a ministry and how we’re trying to look at exporting 
some of the things we do here at Golden Hills, trying to help other youth groups around 
the country benefit and grow and be trained and learn some of the things that we’re 
doing here.  So make sure you stop by and say “Hi,” grab a card and please pray for 
us in the weeks and months ahead.  It’s a great opportunity.  The need is immense but 
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it’s also kinda scary.  And over the years as the youth paster I’ve encouraged students.  
You know they get to that place you start graduating from high school, and you’re like, 
you know, “Step out in faith and do what God has called you go do,” and encourage 
them, “You can do it.”  And when the tables turned a bit and now it’s my responsibility 
it’s kinda like “Oh, hey could you guys pray for me because I feel like I’m in that exact 
same place, stepping out in faith and following what God has for us.”  So encourage you 
guys to be praying for us through that.  
 
Today, in God’s word, part of what I want to share with you is a lot of what God has 
put on my heart as a result of some of these changes and transitions.  Because one of 
the questions that I have been forced to ask is “What is it that we do well, and why do 
we do it, and what is some of the backbone -- what’s some of the thread of success -
- how do you define -- how do you explain what it is that we do in student ministries?”  
Today I want to describe for you a little bit, and you got a glimpse in the video from 
some of the students talking about being involved in leadership.  And I want to try to 
unpack and unwrap maybe a different view of leadership today.  Maybe it’s something 
that you resonate with and you’re already on board with.  Maybe it’s something you 
already think.  What I’m finding out is the more that I share with people about this new 
vision, this new direction, the more that I’m realizing that I don’t always think the same 
point that other people think.  That could be a good thing.  Maybe that’s why I’m a youth 
pastor, but there is sometimes a disconnect between those two.  I want to try to help 
share some of that vision and what it is that we do.  What is real leadership?  What 
does that look like?  I want to hopefully give you a glimpse of that today.  Before we 
do that, let’s pray and ask God to open our heart and our mind as we look at his word 
today.
 

Father, thank you so much for the blessings that you provide.  God, I thank 
you for a church body, a church family that is serious about investing in young 
people.  God, I thank you for those who spend tireless hours working in children’s 
ministry and in youth ministry and our college ministry to really seek that we 
would have a generation of young people who do have a life and a heart devoted 
to you.  God, I pray as we look at your word today that you would help us to hear 
from you, that you move me out of the way, God, as we look at your word that it 
makes sense, and we understand your call on our lives to be leaders.  And we 
pray this today in Jesus’ name, Amen.

 
For those of you who don’t know my story, my background, I grew up in Seattle, a little 
bit more of an urban area.  And I did not grow up in a Christian home.  My parents were 
not believers.  My parents got a divorce when I was younger, and I kind of felt a little 
bit lost and not necessary hopeless, but I didn’t have a lot of guidance and direction 
growing up.  My mom would send my brother and my sister and myself out the door 
and kinda essentially kick us out on Sunday morning.  She put a lot of faith in the fact 
that we turned to the left and went to the church on the corner.  But every Sunday from 
the time I was five I would, for the most part other than my middle school years when 
I skipped, I would be at church pretty much every Sunday.  So I have that weird thing 
where I grew up at church but didn’t grow up in a Christian family.  So growing up in 
that environment I was always looking for someone or something to show me how this 
Christian life worked, and I didn’t have that background at home.  I didn’t have anyone 
else in my life, so I was this vacuum of interest and curiosity to try to draw close to 
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people who could show me what does this faith in God really look like. 
 
Down at the corner, across the street from the church that we were sent to, was a guy 
by the name of Vic.  I remember in my middle school years I got to know him, and he’s 
got to be one of the most patient guys who has ever lived because probably 2-3 times a 
week I would knock on his door.  He was incredibly kind and thoughtful and would take 
me to work with him and show me how to use a hammer.  He was a construction guy, 
and he would teach me how to do his job.  I would probably cost him more money -- I 
didn’t make him a penny.  I probably cost him a lot destroying material and miscutting 
things and destroying equipment, but he was incredibly patient and walked me through 
all of that.  He would take me fishing and show me how to do steelhead fishing on the 
river and would show me some of the life skills that were there.
 
I remember one day I went over to his house. I knocked on his door and there was no 
answer.  I heard some noise in his backyard.  Being 12 and really curious I just went in 
the back, and he was in the back getting ready for a hunting trip. He was a bow hunter.  
He had a compound bow, and he would go hunting with his bow and arrow -- sounds 
like Robin Hood.  It was much more complicated than that, but he would go hunting and 
he was out there, and he had his full gear on and his compound bow and he was doing 
target practice all the way down the side of his house.  I remember just being fascinated 
by that, like, a 12-year-old and a weapon, like, “Yeah, this is awesome.”  So I kept 
bugging him. He let me hang out back there and, you know, he was target practicing 
with the real arrows that he used for hunting because he wanted to try to get a true flight 
on it.  So he was back there target practicing, and I kept saying, “Can I try it?  Can I try 
it?”  I’m looking back on that realizing that if I was in his shoes I wouldn’t let me touch it 
either because you would be fearful for the neighbor cat, maybe the neighbor, maybe 
the neighbor car, you know, because it’s a compound bow I couldn’t pull it anyway.
 
So he was, like, “No, no you can’t.”  So finally what he had done is he set up this target, 
you know, one of the full targets.  It’s probably about 50 yards down the yard, and he 
had a dime taped in the center of the target.  I remember him trying to hit it. He kept 
doing it.  I was watching probably for an hour and a half.
 
“Can I try it?  Can I try it?”
 
“No, you can’t try it.  You’re going to kill someone.”  So finally I guess he got tired of me 
asking.  He said, “Okay, you can try it.”  And he said, “I don’t think you’re going to be 
able to do it because it is really hard to pull the bow.  It’s a compound bow. Now once 
you get past a certain point it’s going to be easier.”  But, I’m little and scrawny, and he 
sets me up and I’m trying to do it. He would set me up and then run, you know, back 
over here [laughter] because I would be, you know, [grunting and straining] and first 
shot I let go.  I mean, I didn’t even know what I was aiming at -- first shot -- and he had 
been there all day trying to hit this dime in the middle of the target.  First shot [swish, 
thud] right in the target; hits the dime.
 
He’s like “great,” and he walks in his house.  
 
And I’m like “Yeah!”  For the next like five or six years I’m thinking “I’m going to have 
to brag about that.”  Well, he told everybody about how that I had done it one shot.  It 
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was like Mr. Miyagi in the Karate Kid with the fly, if you ever saw that movie.  It was so 
exciting for that, but what he showed me wasn’t just how to hunt.  He didn’t just show 
me how to fish.  He didn’t just show me how to use a hammer.  He showed me how to 
live a godly life.  He influenced me in a way that I can’t describe you the ways that he 
influenced my life and the time that he took and how he took time to share scripture. 
He taught me how to pray.  He taught me how to read the word.  He taught me a lot of 
things that still to this day are an important part of my life.  
 
I remember a few years ago, Power and Light the choir that we had up here, went up to 
Seattle on tour.  And it went to my home church that I had grown up with, and Vic came 
and stood in the back, and he was there.  He was there because he wanted to hang out, 
and I remember, you know, small talk, and I looked over at him and I said to him, “Vic, 
did you ever think that that time that you spent with that brat, snot nose kid from down 
the street would have this kind of an impact and influence?”
 
And he looked at me and he looked at the choir.  He never even thought of that, and 
he started crying. It just dawned on him that the time he spent investing in me had an 
influence that went well beyond the walls of our church.  That influence, that time that 
he spent, that leadership that he demonstrated in my life became life changing.  
 
What’s interesting today is that when you talk to people about the concept or the idea 
of leadership -- you ask ten different people you get ten different ideas or concepts 
because leadership is kind of a buzz word.  In the corporate world it is thrown around 
a lot.  If you go to Barnes and Noble and you look in the business bookrack there is 
hundreds of books written about leadership.  We talk about it in church, but I think when 
we talk about leadership we typically focus on authority, vocation, giftedness.  A couple 
people this week, as I was sharing with them, you know, people come and ask, “Hey, 
what are you talking about on Youth Sunday?”
 
I said, “I’m talking about leadership and the fact that,” here’s the statement I made 
to them and as I make the statement to you too, “that discipleship is the process of 
spiritual formation.  The product is leadership.  As we are discipled we’re going to be 
leaders.”  
 
And everybody that I mentioned that to this week said, “Whoa, wait, wait, whoa, whoa, 
whoa, hold on.  Time out.  Wait.  No.  It doesn’t work that way. What about giftedness?  
What about vocation?  What about those who are pastors?”
 
Wouldn’t we want to make a difference and have influence in lives of those around us?  
Don’t we want to have that kind of impact that Vic had in my life that he invested and 
led me?  Isn’t that leadership?  If we define leadership as influence, I think all of us are 
called to a certain level of leadership that we are called to lead in our homes, that we’re 
called to lead at work.  Maybe all of us don’t have the gift of being an evangelist, but we 
are called to share our faith.  Maybe we don’t feel like we’re gifted at discipling people, 
but we’re called to disciple.  That’s really not an option for us.  All of us as Christians, 
as followers of Christ, are called to influence the world around us, and Christ made that 
perfectly clear.  As you’ll look into his word it was pretty clear that that was something 
that was important to him.  If you look at Matthew 5 he uses two descriptions.  He first 
describes his followers as “the salt of the earth,” and then he tells them, “You are the 
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light of the world.”  Two incredibly high impact, high influential elements, that “you are 
the salt of the earth” and that “you are the light of the world.”  If that isn’t leading then I 
don’t know what is.  
 
If you go further in Matthew 28, the Great Commission -- if you look out on the plaza 
maybe you’ve never noticed that there is the Great Commission that is out on the circle. 
You have to read it and walk in a circle to make sure that you are able to comprehend it, 
but the Great Commission in my mind, in my book, it’s about leadership.  “Go and make 
disciples of all nations, leading them, directing them, influencing others.”  1 Peter 2:12 
says, “Live such good lives among the pagans that they may see your good works and 
glory your Father in heaven.”  Peter’s idea of influence was about leading others, that 
how we live our lives is influential.  What we do counts.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:20.  I went to Multnomah Bible College up in Portland.  And when I 
first went there I knew very little about God’s word.  I knew nothing about the book 
of 2 Corinthians, and our team name was “The Ambassadors.”  And I heard that, the 
first thing out of my mouth was, like, “That’s kind of a stupid name.”  I’m waiting for 
like “The Lyons” or, you know, “War Eagles.”  I’m waiting for something that’s ferocious 
and something that can, you know, has a little power to it.  “We’re the Ambassadors.”  
Like, okay, well I felt like we had to dress up nice and be good, and then I read 2 
Corinthians 5:20 which says, “We are, therefore, Christ’s ambassadors” as thought God 
were making this appeal through us, that God has called us to be his ambassadors 
to influence the world around us -- to be leaders.  God has blessed us with this 
incredible gift of salvation.  God has given us spiritual blessing that is at times almost 
indescribable what God has blessed us with. He has blessed us with eternal life.  It is 
our duty and responsibility to share that blessing with the world.  God has blessed us to 
be a blessing.  
 
In our world we are called to be a conduit.  A conduit is something that carries 
something.  It is something that is a vehicle to be able to go from one location to the 
other.  We’re not the container of God’s blessing, and yet what I find it’s so much easier 
for us to just hold on and hoard the blessing that God has given us rather than share 
that.  God has designed us and created us to influence and lead others.  That is the way 
the Christian life is meant to be run.  
 
As you guys come in today, you saw on the wall out there our purpose statement of 
our church.  And our purpose statement is, “To glorify God by making disciples who will 
impact every area of the world for Christ.”  Isn’t that leadership?  Isn’t that influencing 
other people?  Isn’t that seeking to make a difference in the lives of others?  And that 
is what I believe that God has called us to be and to do.  Discipleship is the process.  
Leadership is the outcome.  As we grow closer to Christ, we can’t help but share what 
God has done in our own life to seek to influence others; to be involved in service, 
but really more than just service.  Because what we’re looking at, the model that we 
find biblically isn’t that you have a time clock that you punch and that you did your 
time.  Like, “Hey, you know, I worked in children’s ministry.  I did my hour.”  It’s really a 
lifestyle.  It’s a mindset.  It’s a way that we look at our relationship with Christ; that our 
walk with God is not something that we do, but it’s really who we are.  If it’s who are 
then everyone around us, every opportunity that we have, everybody that we encounter 
becomes an opportunity to influence. We can’t help but share what God has done in our 
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lives.  
 
The passage I want to focus on today, if you would turn with me for a moment, is 
2 Timothy 2:1-7.  And what I’m sharing with you doesn’t mean that we don’t have those 
who are called and promoted to places of vocational leadership and those who are 
called to be leaders of the leaders, but that we really kind of in our own mind and our 
own thoughts need to raise the bar a bit.  We have a generation that is lost.  It doesn’t 
take a whole lot to look at the news, and it gets kinda depressing at times.  We have 
a generation that knows they’re not valued a whole lot.  I mean, think about it.  What 
are teenagers worth today?  They know that they, in the world’s eyes, are good for 
one thing really and that’s to consume, and that’s it.  You know 100 years ago in our 
country, our kids had an incredible value, intrinsic value.  I’m not talking about the 
God-given, that you’re created in God’s image, but there was a value to culture and to 
society 100 years ago.  If you had a business or if you were in agriculture, if you did 
something, you could not live; you could not survive unless your kids helped you on 
your farm, in your business, in your endeavors.  That you desperately needed your kids 
to survive.  
 
That’s not how the world operates today. Young people know that the culture around 
them doesn’t value them a whole lot.  So providing them this truth that God has called 
us to be world changers, that God has asked us as a natural byproduct of a dynamic 
faith, that God has asked us to lead others and to step into this gap, this emptiness, 
this void that exists in their world and their culture, to be able to say, “You know, I want 
to lead.  I’ll do that.”  To have a life that matters.  You wonder why young people walk 
around and they look hopeless and purposelessness.  It’s because they really are.  
They don’t have a whole lot that matters, and yet we have the most important truth that 
not only will change their life but make a difference in the life of others.  
 
In 2 Timothy 2:1-7 it’s kinda the core, the key in our ministry that we’ve used for years to 
help describe this truth to help provide opportunities for students to be able to say, “You 
know what? God has for you something amazing, an opportunity to change the world.”  
How does that begin?  What does that look like? In Paul’s discussion with Timothy as a 
young pastor, a young leader, to encourage him to lay out the opportunity and to kinda 
describe what that look like.  Verses 1-7, let me go ahead and read that for you right 
now.  It says:
 

1 You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the 
things you’ve heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable 
men who will also be qualified to teach others. 3 Endure hardship with us, like 
a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No one serving as a soldier gets involved in 
civilian affairs, he wants to please his commanding officer. 5 Similarly, if anyone 
competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor’s crown unless he 
competes according to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer should be the first to 
receive a share of the crops. 7 Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give 
you insight into all this.

 
The key verse there is verse 2 which says, “And the things you’ve heard me say in 
the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to 
teach others.”  That’s that process that I refer to that there is someone in our life that 
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is investing in us, and then there’s someone else on the other side of that that we are 
investing in.  That there is someone who is our Paul who is able to mentor, disciple, and 
invest in us, and there’s someone on the other side of that that’s our Timothy.  So today 
as we look at that, who is our Paul who is pouring into us?  
 
You know, I still look for those relationships now, even though I have been a Christian 
for 42 years, and I’ve been following God and in ministry; I need that.  I need people to 
pour into me.  Yet I also know that God made me to pour into other people. Not teach a 
class alone, but to have people that I am able to life on life pour myself into and to show 
them kinda as Vic did to me, to show me what it means to truly follow Christ.  
 
Now imagine for a moment that’s kinda like, “Wow” for us.  We think about the 
implications of that.  Think about the implications for students, for young people, to be 
able to say to them, “Who is your Paul, and who is your Timothy?”  We get the Paul part 
because we’ve been in classes our whole life, but the fact that they could be involved in 
dynamic reproducing discipleship is life changing.  And that is the part of it that we don’t 
want to create, a generation of consumers.  We don’t want to create a generation who 
are satisfied with just coming to church.  That’s not enough. That’s not enough.  We 
want to develop as the church body a group of young people and really ourselves, as 
having the mindset that we are world changers.  That God wants our young people.  He 
wants us to change the world, to be involved in proclaiming and preaching the truth in 
all nations. 
 
If you move up to Chapter 1 in 2 Timothy he gives a little bit of insight into what he is 
talking about.  He says, in verse 8:  
 

8 So do not be ashamed to testimony about our Lord or ashamed of me his 
prisoner.  But, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 
Who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything that we 
have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given 
us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10 but it has now been revealed 
through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and 
has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

 
Then if you skip down to verse 13 it says: 
 

13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and 
love in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard 
it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in you. 

 
You know, the very first phrase of 2 Timothy 2:2 says, “And the things you’ve heard me 
say.”  The things you’ve heard me say.  You know, Paul describes that there, doesn’t 
he, in Chapter 1.  He says, “The sound doctrine and the good teaching that you’ve 
heard, that is the things you’ve heard me say.”  He also describes that as “living a holy 
life.”  That is our goal of followers of Christ is that we live and walk as Jesus did.  That 
it isn’t about just believing the right thing or just alone thinking the right thing, but it 
involves living and acting right.  
 
Today though we have a little bit of a problem, and we get talking and share some of 

Page 1 of 15



the frustration we have in the culture today with where young people are.  Back in 2005 
there was a massive survey.  It was called The National Study of Youth and Religion.  
And it was really a landmark study.  It was one of the most comprehensive studies ever 
on the beliefs of young people in their beliefs about church, Christianity, and the results 
of that were kind of striking.  They found out at first glance it would seem that things are 
kind of okay.  As they surveyed young people they found out that 3 out of 4 believed 
in God, but the problem with that is that the God that they believed in what a little bit 
different than the God of the Bible, and the teachings of Christ was radically different 
than that.  It was really a “Do good, feel good gospel.”  
 
In the book Almost Christian, author Kenda Creasy Dean says this about the study 
because her book Almost Christian is kind of the oversight of the study that was done in 
2005.  And she said this about the results of the survey:
 

After two and a half centuries of embracing and living with the American 
dream, churches have perfected a dicy co-dependence between consumer-
driven therapeutic individualism and religious pragmatism.  These theological 
proxies gnaw termite-like at our identity as the body of Christ eroding our 
ability to recognize that Jesus’ life of self-giving love directly challenges this 
American gospel of self-fulfilment and self-actualization. Young people, having  
contemporary culture, have prospered because of this latter gospel.  

 
The study also showed that this new gospel -- it developed a new phrase.  I don’t know 
if you’ve heard this yet but there is kind of what this new gospel is referred to today 
as “Moralistic Therapeutic Deism.”  I don’t know if you’ve heard that phrase thrown 
around, but that is the new gospel that is described as the “Cult of Nice.”  
 
If you guys have that slide if you could put that up on the screen.  
 
This is kind of an overview of what the Moralistic Therapeutic Deism looks like.  These 
are like the five commandments of this Cult of Nice.  And if you talk to young people, if 
you’ve shared this with a lot of young people, they would say that they would embrace 
this theology without question.
 
I The first one says that they believe in a God who exists, that created the earth, 

that ordered the world, watches over human life.  
 
II That God wants people to be good and nice and fair as taught in the Bible and 

by most world religions.  
 
III The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about yourself.   
 
IV God does not need to be particularly involved in one’s life except when God is 

needed to resolve a problem.
 
V And finally, good people go to heaven when they die.
 
If you were to ask most young people today what they believe, they would say, “This is 
my creed.  This is what I believe.”
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The problem with it is though there are pieces of that that are true, there are parts of 
that that we would agree with, there are sections of that that are absolutely wrong and 
go right against what the gospel that Christ preaches.  What the Bible tells us ends up 
being almost completely opposed to good portions of that.  But they’re satisfied in this 
belief system.  They’re content in that.  And today, as you talk to young people, whether 
it comes out that specific or not, you’ll get some of that.  “Hey, what do you believe 
about God.”  And you’ll get a piece of that.  
 
I’ve talked about it as more of a theological stew or a religious stew where they kinda 
take bits and pieces of things that they’ve heard, things that they’ve been told, and they 
kinda put it in a pot and then they serve it up and they say, “This is what I believe.”  
 
Many of us are prone to just say, “Well, that’s good for you.  Great.”  Rather than to 
confront it and say, “Whoa, wait a minute.  That is not the gospel of Christ.”  What’s 
interesting about the survey is that they surveyed young people, the other part of it that 
they discovered was that not only does it reflect the views and attitudes of the students 
in our culture but where did they learn it from?  How did they develop this mindset?  It’s 
because most people in the church accept this.  Most people in the church believe that 
good people go to heaven.  That it isn’t about the grace of Christ. That it isn’t because 
God loved us and wanted a relationship with us.  That based on how good you are that 
you get to heaven. And most people of our culture believe that God would want us to be 
happy.  That God’s main tenet in our life is to be good and happy and to be fair.  And 
yet as we read in 2 Timothy that God’s goal for our life as followers of Christ is to live 
a holy life. And there are times where living nice kinda seems to be opposed to living a 
holy life.  They seem to be opposed to each other at times. 
 
You guys can pull that down for a second.
 
It falls short of living this holy life. The byproduct is a faith that’s diluted, a faith that is 
watered down, a faith that has no impact and desire, and a faith that requires us to 
be incredibly self-centered. The faith of today’s generation, not just young people but 
most people in the world today, is a self-centered, egocentric, self-absorbed idea that 
believes that God exists for my benefit rather than that I exist for God’s glory.  And when 
we seek to make a difference and invest in young people or in anyone, we had better 
make sure that we have the right gospel, that we’re not investing into other people the 
wrong training and the wrong teaching. The truth of God’s word requires that we know 
God’s word.  If you desire to teach it, it means you’ve got to know it.
 
Remember when we were young we made that commitment that we would never do 
things the way that our parents did things.  You remember that?  I remember promising 
that I would never say the words, “Do as I say, not as I do.”  Remember that?  And the 
other one was, “Because I said so.”  That was the other one I said, “I’m never saying 
that.  Never, when I’m a parent.”  And, you know, when my kids were young, right off 
the bat I said both probably in the same sentence.  Boom.  Out the door, like “NO!”  
Why are those impossibilities?  Because for us in our lives, more is caught than taught.  
God knows that he designed us to invest and empower other people.  And as people 
watch our lives, those at work, our kids, they see the inconsistencies.  They see our 
lives.  They see the good.  They see the bad.  They see the ugly.  They see all of it. And 
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at times I think that we feel like we have to kind of fake it and make it up, and really the 
only person we’re lying to is ourselves.  
 
What you’ve heard me say is Paul’s way of saying, “You know, you’ve seen my life.  
You’ve seen the good.  You’ve been with me.  You’ve been on the road with me.  I’ve 
invested in you.  You’ve seen the gospel.  You’ve not just heard it, but you’ve seen it.”  
And that leads us to the second part that Paul says, he says, “Entrust to reliable men, 
which is the pattern of discipleship.” You know, oftentimes the idea or the concept of 
discipleship has been kind of watered down or kind of put into a class or a book.  
 
You know somebody says, “I want to grow in their [sic] walk with God.”  What do we do?  
 
We say, “Well, read this book,” you know, “Go through these steps,” and yet the better 
pattern, the better biblical pattern is that we would invest our life into the life of someone 
else.  
 
And it is more than just hanging out. If somebody came and said, “Hey, could you 
disciple me?”  What would you do?  If you had a high school student that knocked on 
your door -- if I was to run the clock back a few years and I was in your neighborhood 
and came knocking on your door.  You probably wouldn’t answer, but if you had to -- if 
I caught you out front and said, “Hey, could you disciple me?” What would you do with 
that?  How would you respond?  Would you give me a book?  Would you spend time 
with me?  Would you hang out with me?  Would you invite me over for dinner?  Would 
you take me out for dinner?  What would that look like?  You see, that is the type of life 
that I believe that God wants us to do is intentionally, not just as its happening to hang 
out with someone and hopefully that through osmosis or through something like it would 
leak out of you and get on the other person. 
 
You know, today we spend a lot of time working -- rightfully so -- working on academics.  
And when our kids start falling behind, what do we do?  Call a tutor; we get them help.  
We get a neighbor or somebody who knows more.  As a parent, you know, like, “I don’t 
know.”  Sometimes we have to bring in a professional, but we definitely invest.  We take 
the time.  We want to answer those questions.  When our kids are playing sports, our 
kids say, “Hey, I want to play baseball,” or “I want to play volleyball,” or “I’m going to be 
on this team at school,” or if they are going to take up an instrument.  It’s interesting the 
amount of time and investment that we’ll spend that we realize that it’s “coaching” isn’t 
it?  It’s another person teaching another person.  
 
If your kid wants to play guitar, probably a good way to teach them isn’t to say, “Here’s 
a book,” throw the guitar and the book in the room, and then close the door and lock 
them up for a while and hope that they learn it.  Or if they want to play sports, you give 
them a ball, you give them a rulebook, and then you send them out in the backyard, and 
then you just leave them alone.  No, we’re incredibly intent that if our kids have interest 
in these other areas we want to take the time to cultivate that.  We want to coach them.  
We want to help them, and if we don’t have the ability to coach them we connect them 
up with people that can help them.  What’s interesting is why in our kid’s walk with God 
do we look at things so differently?  We coach, we train, we tutor our kids when it comes 
to all these other things, but when it comes to their faith, the single most important 
part of their life, we expose them to religion and we allow others to have much more 
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influence.  That we hope that they’ll just catch it.  The hope that by being here somehow 
they’ll get it by osmosis.  That maybe somebody that they’re sitting with, it will leak out 
and it will get on them.
 
Today in the church as a whole, youth ministry has eroded to the point where we are 
satisfied as a church, not necessarily our church, but we are satisfied as a church that 
our kids are just there.  That we’ve lowered the bar of expectation to the point not that 
we want them to be Christ followers or be world changers, but that we’re satisfied if they 
show up.  That we’re okay if they just come in the door.  See, that’s just not acceptable.  
We should want and desire so much more than they’re just in the room.  Because it has 
shown that for us as parents that for those of us that take the time and invest in our kids 
spiritually that we are still the #1 influence in the lives of our kids.  Do you realize that?  
 
Time and time again another outcome of this survey was the fact that they found 
confirmed of what we’ve known for years and that is the fact that parents are still the #1 
influence in the lives of their kids.  That we take the time, we pour into our kids and we 
invest in.  You know there’s the initial push back, which should be there.  I don’t know if 
you understand this, but your kids are suggesting maybe that they’re trying to see how 
much this really matters to you.  Not all the time but sometimes the push back is simply 
because they want to see how important it is.  If it’s important to you then you’ll take the 
time to really help them and walk them through that process that for us that we invest, 
that we pour into our kids, that we invest and pour into other people that we take this 
truth of the gospel and we disciple, that we mentor, that we pour into other people.  
 
In youth ministry today throughout the United States the problem is that most churches 
have grown satisfied with attendance alone, and yet it is shown that if all you do is 
have young people that come and occupy a seat, that they graduate from church.  The 
numbers that we see of students who are graduating out of church have more to do with 
the fact that they don’t see that this is a place for them. They’re not taken serious, and 
no one has really ever poured into them, invest in them, gotten into them, listened to 
them, and helped them make this Christian life work.  Very few people have done that. 
 
That has been our attempt over the years is to try to have a ministry that does that.  
And certainly we have had seasons of more success and less success, but above all 
we have seen that the goal is to raise the bar and say, “You know, we’re not satisfied 
with just coming. We want to provide opportunities to do real ministry, to pour into each 
other, to make a difference in the world and to see that faith isn’t about just what you 
believe but it’s also about what you do and it’s active and it’s living and it’s dynamic and 
it’s not about just coming on Sundays and Thursdays, but it’s about how you live every 
other day of the week.” And as students get that and they have other adults, because 
that’s the other part at times that youth ministry does provide which is great.  
 
As a parent I love this part of the ministry that I have other adults that are pouring 
into my kid’s lives, that there are other adults that are speaking truth to them, that are 
supporting what I’m doing at home.  That we as a family, extended family, are able to 
help and grow and invest in our kids.  Isn’t that the way it should be?  And it’s proven 
time and time again, surveys have determined that students that have a faith that is 
active, who are involved in leadership -- that doesn’t mean they are in charge, but they 
are involved in a dynamic influencing relationship with Christ, and they have multiple 
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adults in their life that are investing, speaking the truth, and helping them to grow, 
encouraging their faith journey, that the opportunity for them to be successful to make 
it past that graduation point is almost guaranteed, not always guaranteed, but the 
numbers are striking how it increases at that point.  
 
We are blessed to be a blessing, and Paul and Timothy have that kind of 
relationship, “Entrust to reliable men.” You know it does infer that there is a need to 
make sure that those who we entrust are able to be entrusted to?  Reliable men and 
women, which is part of the goal?  But that’s only a piece of that.  
 
Next section he says, “Who will be qualified to teach others.”  And that really is the main 
piece where it isn’t just stopping with us.  That success in our ministry efforts is not what 
happens today but is what happens 5 and 10 and 15 and 20 years down the road, isn’t 
it?  
 
I remember one of the years that I helped out with Awana, because I try to help out 
in other departments.  It helps keep me fresh and not just become an old high school 
student.  A few years back I got a chance to help out in Awana which was a blast, 
but my table of guys in 4th grade Awana is now juniors in high school this year.  And 
that’s been really awesome to see that the stuff that we talked about around the table 
in Awana a lot of years ago is still being lived out in their life today.  That as we have 
a faith that is dynamic, not just about “What can I get?” and consuming, but “How 
can I make a difference in the world around me?”  That is the type of faith that Paul is 
instructing Timothy to have.  
 
There are three examples that are given at the end of that, and I just want to touch 
on those real briefly. He says first that the examples of this reproducing discipleship 
lifestyle, that is a lot of hard work.  That isn’t something that we just do, you have to do 
intentionally.  It costs you ultimately your life. It costs a lot of time.  It costs your own 
comfort.  It costs you something to make a difference in the lives of other people.  There 
are times I get calls at midnight, 2:00 in the morning.  There are calls that I have to go 
do things at all hours of the night.  There are times where there are things that are very 
inconvenient for me, but I choose to do that.  Why?  Because there is a cost involved.  
When we are committed to having a faith that matters, to help develop leaders, that 
means I have to lead.  I can’t produce something I’m not willing to live in my own life.  
I cannot have others go beyond where I’m willing to go.  So if I want my kids to be 
leaders I’ve got to be a leader. If I want them to grow in their walk with God, I gotta 
grow.  And there’s a cost involved with that.  And it gives you a description of the first.  
 
It talks about the soldier and their endurance.  Paul would have known and Timothy 
would have known very clearly the cost of being a soldier, that you’re giving up your life 
for the cause and for the purpose of your country.  And for us we’re saying, “God, you 
have called us to have a dynamic faith, and I’m willing to do that.  Help me to do that in 
the lives of others.”  
 
The athlete is also the other description that is provided there.  You know, for them 
in that era, the idea of athletics were both religious as well as competitive.  And Paul 
and Timothy both would have known that really what that would have meant is their 
endurance, their discipline.  To be able to compete to win the prize there is a cost.  You 
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cannot just all of a sudden determine tomorrow that you’re going to go to the Olympics 
and you’re going to win a gold medal. You don’t show up at the games and register 
at the desk and say, “Hey, you know what?  I’m going to win a medal.  I’m going to 
compete.”  No, you don’t do that.  There is a cost involved, years of training. You know, 
for us in our faith journey, the most important piece of our lives, why would we think that 
it would be anything less than that, that it would take that kind of a training.
 
And the last example is the farmer, the patience it would take for a farmer. You know 
I’m a horrible, horrible farmer.  I remember in my house trying to grow crops.  It wasn’t 
much, but I remember trying to grow carrots and trying to grow cucumbers and because 
I just thought it would be cool.  And I guess I didn’t understand the concept, you know, 
like for me when I want stuff, what do we do?  We go to the market and we buy it, you 
know.  In my mind, I guess, when I was a kid I would grow carrots.  I’m thinking, “Okay, 
we’re going to grow a carrot tomorrow, maybe.  Okay, I’ll wait over the weekend.”  And 
I’d go out there, and I’d start pulling at it just a little, like, “Is there orange on there?”  
 
“Nope.  It’s not growing.”  I only got one carrot to grow partially because I kept pulling 
the stupid things up.  I was way too impatient.  I could not be a farmer.  If you do that 
I have incredible respect for you.  I am not that patient, but God has called us to be 
patient with those that we’re investing in because it’s like I had a friend of mine one time 
say, “Working with youth, working with young people, working in the discipleship arena 
is like growing sequoias.  You can’t stand there and watch a sequoia grow.  It’s a long, 
laborious process, and yet it is well worth the effort.”  
 
You know, developing godly leaders is the hardest thing that you can ever do.  It takes 
time.  It costs you patience. It costs you the discipline and the endurance.  It costs you a 
lot of the stuff that you want, like “It’s about me.”  Well, no, it’s not.  And God has called 
us as a church body and as a family to make a difference, to live as world changers 
and to expect nothing less than our young people, that we give them significant 
opportunities to make a difference locally as well as globally.  And in the days, weeks, 
months, years ahead, that God would continue to invest in our young people, to train 
them up to make a difference in the world.  But it’s not a spectator sport.  It involves 
all of us shoulder to shoulder committed to the fact that all of us have to play a role.  
It’s not us watching those who work, but it’s all of us together committing ourselves to 
say, “You know what?  I’m going to make a difference.”  God has not allowed that for 
everyone else, but it is as much about me and what can I do to make a difference in 
a life of someone else.  It may mean a neighbor.  That may mean someone at work, 
but whatever you commit to do that God has called us to live a life of influence, to be a 
leader in that way.  Let’s pray.
 

God, we look at your word and understand that you’ve called us to great things, 
God.  Not to bring glory to ourselves, not to bring attention to ourselves, but, 
God, to bring glory to you, to give you our lives, God, to sacrifice our hopes, our 
wants, our dreams, and our desires, God, so that we can serve you.  And, God, 
we are surrounded by a generation of young people that seem lost and hopeless, 
but at the same time, God, we look around; we are surrounded by a generation 
of adults who have that same problem.  They are just better at masking it.  God, 
help us to never be satisfied with just observing and watching other people make 
a difference in the lives of others, God.  That we would be full participants, and 
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we would do what’s required to position ourselves to make a difference in the 
lives of others.  We thank you, God, for how you’re going to do that in the future.  
And we pray all this in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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