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May 22, 2011 - 1 Peter 2:4-12 
 

We Are a Chosen People 
Pastor Larry Adams 

 
 
If you have your Bibles today, I would like you to turn with me, if you would, to 1 Peter 
Chapter 2.  We are going to be beginning today a four-week series in our identity as 
Christians.   
 
You may have seen in the paper this last week that authorities broke up what they 
believed to be one of the largest, if not the largest, identity theft rings anywhere in the 
country operating, I believe, out of Hayward.  But identity theft is not a new problem; it's 
been going on since the very beginning.  Satan, who is the enemy of God, wants to try 
to steal away the awareness of who we really are as Christians.  Most believers are 
totally unaware of the significance of their relationship with God or even who they are 
now as opposed to what they were before they knew Christ.  Satan knows that if he can 
keep us keep us in the dark, if he can keep us from fully understanding who we are in 
Christ, then he can minimize the impact that we can have Christians in the world.  He 
can keep us struggling with sin and a whole lot of other things.   
 
Peter in this letter writes to a group of struggling Christians.  Struggling not because of 
their faith, but struggling because they were standing up for it, and he writes to remind 
them of who they are in Christ.  In 1 Peter Chapter 2, this is the way he puts it in 
verse 4: 
  

4As you come to him, the living Stone - rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him - 5you also like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house 
to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ.  6For in scripture it says, “See I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and 
precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  
 
7Now to you who believe, this stone is precious.  But to those who do not 
believe, “the stone the builders rejected has become the capstone” 8and, “A 
stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”  They 
stumble because they disobey the message - which is also what they were 
destined for.  9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you 
out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10Once you were not a people, but now 
you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.   
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11Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from 
sinful desires, which war against your soul.  12Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they would see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

 
Let’s pray for a moment.   
 

“Chosen people.”  “Royal priesthood.”  “Holy nation.”  “People belonging to God.”  
That’s who we are.  And I’m praying, God, that over the next few weeks you’ll 
help us to have an even better understanding of our new identity.  Today, Lord, 
help us to understand the significance that we are a chosen people; not so that 
we will be filled with pride, but humbly live our lives as we were intended to live.  
And we’ll thank you, God, for all that you will show us.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 
I was born in Lowville, New York, a small upstate community where my father's sister 
lived.  My father took my mother there when she was about to give birth to me.  He 
checked us into the hospital and then he left and never returned.  When I was about 2, 
my mom married Ivan Adams, a man who chose my mom and a man who chose me.  
He raised me as his own son.  In fact I didn't know until I was 16 that he was not my 
biological father.  And when I found that out, it only made me appreciate him more.  For, 
you see, he didn't have to choose me, but he did.   
 
When I was 25 I found out I had another father I was unaware of, the greatest father I 
would ever know.  One who had loved me long before I ever knew him.  One who had 
paid a great price for me, and one who had chosen me before the foundation of the 
world.  He is my father in heaven.  And I have to tell you that knowing God is my father 
means more to me than words can say.  To know that he chose me is transforming 
because he didn't have to choose me, but he did.  And if you’re a Christian today, a true 
follower of Jesus, a person who has been born again, saved by his grace, it’s because 
God chose you too.  He didn’t have to, but he did.  That’s what impacted Peter’s life and 
why he wanted Christians to know they are a chosen people.   
 
Over the next few weeks, Lord willing, I'd like us to have an opportunity to see ourselves 
the way God sees us.  Peter summed it up like this, “You're a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation of people belonging to God that you may declare the praises 
of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  There are many people, 
even Christians, who are not experiencing the abundant life that Jesus spoke of due in  
part to an identity crisis.  Christians aren’t fully aware of who they are in Christ. 
 
In 1979 a professor I had at Multnomah University, a professor of Bible and Theology 
named David Needham who wrote the book in a critical concern series called Birthright:  
Christian, Do You Know Who You Are?  As he developed that book, he made it very 
aware that, no, most Christians do not understand who they are.  We don't realize the 
transformation that's taken place from the life we used to live without Jesus to what 
we’ve become now that he lives in us.  But Peter understood it, and he wrote about it to 
a group of Christians who loved God and were going through trials simply for standing 
for their faith.  And he tells them, “You are like living stones being built into a spiritual 
house.  Each one of you plays a significant part, and God is going to live in there by his  
spirit. You’ve come to him because you believe in him, but not everybody does.  Those 
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who don't believe keep stumbling over Jesus, the cornerstone, the one who holds the 
whole building together.  They keep stumbling because they hear the message, but they 
don't believe it which is what they were destined for.  But you are a chosen people.”  
The word “chosen” means just what you'd expect: to pick out, to select, to choose for 
yourself, not necessarily implying the rejection of what's not chosen but choosing some 
to be the special recipient of your kindness, your favor, and your love. 
 
When I was a little kid my parents took me to pick out a puppy from a litter.  There was 
a bunch of little dogs in this box or basket, and they were all adorable.  If it was up to 
me I would have taken them all, but I chose one.  I didn't reject the others, I chose one.  
That’s the word that Peter uses to describe who we are, “A people whom God has 
chosen.”  And when it comes to the doctrine of election, the doctrine of God's choosing 
some over others, or the doctrine of predestination, there's no lack of controversy over 
what it all means.  Scripture doesn't really give us the basis of God's choice other than 
it’s his sovereign right to do so.  You and I should not be amazed that God may choose 
some and not others.  What we ought to be amazed at is that he chooses any, because 
all of us sinned and fallen short of his glory.   
 
We, this side of heaven, may never be able to explain God's sovereignty and his 
choosing, but you can be sure of this, the Scripture is clear, if you’re a Christian today 
it’s because God chose you for whatever reason.  And it doesn't have anything to do 
with us, or what we believe, or what we’ll believe in the future, or even about our good 
works.  In Romans Chapter 9, Paul said in verse 16, “It does not, therefore, depend on 
man's desire or effort but on God's mercy.”  Which is why Peter said in I Peter 2, “Once 
you were not a people, but now you're the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy.”  You’re a chosen people.  The bottom line is 
we choose God because he chose us.  He didn’t have to but he did.  And knowing we’re 
a chosen people changes the focus of how and why we live, because God chose us for 
a purpose.   
 
What is that purpose?  That we would know him and that we would make him known.  
God chose us that we might know him.  Verse 9, “You are a chosen people . . . that you 
may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”   
 
There are some people you cannot get to know unless they choose to know you.  In the 
early 1970s and mid-1970s I traveled a lot on business.  I found myself one night in 
Washington D.C., the first time I'd ever been there.  I was in a hotel near the White 
House.  I was thumbing through the phone book to look for places eat and things, and I 
saw in the White Pages what I didn't expect.  At the time -- I don’t know if it’s still listed -- 
but at that time it said, “The White House,” and underneath, “Office of the President,” 
and a number there.  I thought, “How cool is that!  I've always wanted to talk to a  
President.”  Gerald Ford was in office at the time, and I thought, “Man, he’s in the White 
Pages, I’m just going to dial him up.”   
 
So I did, and they answered, “White House, Office of the President.”  Now, I don’t know 
if they still do it this way, but they did it then.  And that’s as far as you get.  I mean you 
don’t any further than that!  [laughter].   
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A very nice lady on the other end, but it became very apparent, “Is Gerry in?”  I mean 
she’s not even going to answer the question.  He’s not going to come to the phone to 
chat because he doesn't know me.  And he’s not going to know me unless he takes the 
initiative for some reason to do so.  He has to choose that.   
 
My friend, Ken Hutcherson, who helped lead me to Jesus, had an hour in the Oval 
Office along with President Bush.  And he assured me, when we talked about that 
experience, it wasn’t anything on his part.  The President took all the initiative to invite 
him for whatever reason he had to talk to him.   
 
Some people you're not going to know unless they choose you to know them.  That's 
what Peter was telling this group of Christians, “You’ve been chosen.  You’re a chosen 
people that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light.”  “The praises of him.”  It means “the virtues” is what it means.  “The 
praises” is the word for virtues or excellencies.  In other words, you’ve been chosen by 
God to know him so you can know the virtue and excellency of his person.  A lot of 
people can know about God, but you cannot know him unless God reveals himself to 
you.  He has chosen you know him.  God's chosen us to know him in the excellence of 
who he is.  That's why the Apostle Paul wrote same things to the church at Ephesus, 
you remember?  When he writes (Ephesians) Chapter 1 he tells them in verse 11:  
 

11In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of 
him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order 
that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 
12 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation.  Having believed, you are marked in him with a seal, the 
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God’s possession - to the praise of his glory. 

 
We’re chosen, predestined, adopted to be God's possession for the praise of his glory.  
That phrase, “the praise of his glory,” sums up our purpose quite well.  The word “glory” 
is the word “doxa” in the Greek.  It’s where we get our word “doxology”:  
 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow,   
Praise him all creatures here below . . .”   

 
The word “doxa” the word “glory” means to suppose or contemplate or have an opinion, 
that kind of idea.  To “live for the praise of his glory” means in part that we’ve come to 
know the virtues and excellencies of God, and we’ve come to know God because we’ve 
come to see him as he is.  That means we don't wonder about who God is.  We’re not 
trying to figure out who God is.  He has revealed himself, and we know him.  We have a 
relationship with him.  We’ve come to have a right and high opinion of God because 
we’ve come to know him as he is.  That’s the idea behind “living for the praise of his 
glory.”   
 
What’s the problem in the world today?  Most people have a low and faulty view of God.  
They don't know him as he really is.  But you as a Christian have been chosen to live 
different because you been chosen to know him, which is why Paul prayed the way he  
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did for the Ephesians in Ephesians 1 verse 15.  This was his prayer, “For this reason, in 
the light that you are chosen and the light that you are predestined, in the light that you 
are God's possession for the praise of his glory,” he said: 
 

15For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love for all the saints, 16I've not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you 
in my prayers.  17I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so you may 
know him better.   

 
Now, why would Paul be so concerned that people who had come to Christ know him 
better?  Because to know him is to have life.  You remember when Jesus was in the 
Upper Room with the disciples at the last supper the night before he went to the cross?  
At the conclusion of that meal he prays for them what we have now known as his High 
Priestly Prayer.  Jesus prayed for himself, he prayed for the 12, who would soon 
become the 11, and he prayed for all of us who would believe.  And in the opening part 
of his prayer in John 17 he says this in verse 3, “Now, this is eternal life that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”  Which is why we 
are so concerned today about the truth of the gospel.  Because believing in God isn’t 
enough, you have to have the right one.  Believing in Jesus isn't enough, you have to 
know the true and the real Jesus, because “This is eternal life: that they may know you, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”  Any other God, any other 
savior won’t help you.  You can’t have life without knowing God.  God chose you to 
have life by knowing him.  So the question is, “How are we to know God better?”  By 
knowing more of Christ. 
 
In that same Upper Room, the night before he died at the Last Supper, Jesus said in 
John 14 verse 6, “I'm the way the truth and the life.  No one comes to the father except 
through me.”  And then he said, “If you really knew me, you would know my father as 
well.  From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”  It’s quite a statement to 
make.   
 
Philip, picking up on this, says to Jesus, “Lord, show us the father.  That'll be enough for 
us.  I know you’ve talked about leaving.  I know you're the way the truth and the life, but 
you just said we could see the father.  So show us who God is and that'll be enough.  
Show us who the father is.” 
 
What Jesus said to them is remarkable.  For he turned to him and he said, “Don't you 
know me, Phillip?”   
 
Do you hear him?  “Show us the father.” 
 
And he said, “Don't you know me?”  Amazing.  “Don’t you know me even after I've been 
among you such a long time?  Anyone who has seen me has seen the father.  How can 
you say, ‘show us the father?’  Don't you believe that I am in the father and that the 
father is in me?  The words I say to you are not just my own, rather it's the Father living 
in me doing his work.”  You get to know God by knowing Jesus, so how do we get to 
know Jesus?  You get to know the Living Word by knowing the written word.  The Bible 
is the revelation of who Jesus is.  Every single book speaks of him.  It reveals him.   
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Do you remember when Jesus was confronting a crowd of people in John Chapter 5 
including some pharisees and other religious leaders who should have known their 
Bibles better?  In John 5 verse 37 Jesus says to them, “And the father who sent me has 
himself testified concerning me.  You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor 
does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent.”  John 5 verse 39, 
“You diligently study the scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal 
life.  These are the scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to 
have life.”  He would say a little bit later, “If you believed Moses you would believe me 
because Moses wrote about me.”  The whole Old and New Testament is the revelation 
of Jesus.    
 
People, our relationship with God is not an afterthought, it’s something God wanted us 
to know, and so he called us and chose us know it.  And he wants us to know him better 
through knowing him in his word.  That’s why we don't read the Bible just to get 
information.  We don't read it just to be smarter.  We don't read it just so we can be up 
on prophecies or the end times.  We study his word to know Jesus, the very thing we 
were chosen for.  God is building us together with others.  He chose to become a 
spiritual house of living stones in which he lives with Jesus as the chief cornerstone.  
That's why Peter said in 1 Peter 2 verse 4:  
 

4As you come to him, the living Stone -  rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him - 5you also like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house 
to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ.   

 
Therefore realize, as the people of God, we’re different; chosen for a purpose.  We’re 
not to give ourselves to any old thing.  That's why Peter said in verse 11, 1 Peter 2:11: 
 

11Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from 
sinful desires, which war against your soul.  12Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God because they will have come to see him for who he is -- 
come to glorify God on the day he visits us. 

 
Not only chosen to know him, but you were chosen to make him known.   “But you are a 
chosen people,” Peter said, “that you may declare the praises of him who called you out 
of darkness into his wonderful light.”  Christians were never meant to keep quiet about 
what they know about God. 
 
Leith Anderson who is a pastor in our denomination, Converge Worldwide Baptist 
General Conference, pastors a church in Wooddale, Minnesota where he pastors a 
church named Wooddale in Minnesota.  He is also President of the NA, the National 
Association of Evangelicals.  Leith was telling in an article I was reading that he wrote 
called “Making More Disciples” about a visit that he and some folks from Wooddale 
made to the People's Republic of China, the largest nation in the world.  Christianity is 
not illegal in China, it's just that it’s “controlled.”  It's controlled by a state church, a state 
recognized Christianity which monitors its expression.  In China this monitor church was  
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called The Three Self Church, at least that's what it means in Chinese.  Leith Anderson 
said he and the people who went there visited a Three Self Church in Beijing.  He said it 
was an old building, built around the turn of the last century.   
 

“We have a translator there. There were hymns sung; some of them were to 
Western tunes which we knew.  They read the Bible.  They had prayers.  There 
was a sermon, a Bible teaching that I thought was fine.  But they’re not allowed 
to evangelize.  That's part of the deal with state.”  He said, “You can do your 
thing as long as your thing doesn't include persuading someone else.” 

 
That’s why in China there is an underground church, more than 50 million Christians in 
China who are not part of the state church.  They meet illegally for the most part.  They 
meet at peril for their own life.  Leith Anderson said,  
 

“They meet in house churches because they're convinced you can't be a 
Christian unless you evangelize.  They say that the two go together, and if you 
don't evangelize, you're not a Christian.  They would say that those who are in 
The Three Self Church are really not Christians as far as the New Testament 
definition is concerned.  To be chosen to know God and then to be content to be 
quiet about that is a nonexistent concept in the scriptures.”   

 
Peter would agree.  You can’t be silent about God once you come to know him.  We are 
chosen to declare his praises.  That’s exactly what Peter did, and he called other 
Christians do.  “You are a chosen people that you may declare the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  That phrase “declare the praises of 
him” the word “declare” means “to publish”; that is one meaning of it.  It also means “to 
proclaim abroad.”  It means “to show forth completely,” but the idea behind the word 
“declare” that Peter used is the idea of totality, completeness, without limit, holding 
nothing back, you were chosen to know the excellencies of God.  Now you are called to 
make them fully known.  You’re chosen for this.   
 
God could have chosen any means he wanted to make his glorious known.  He could 
have written it in the clouds. He could have taken the stars and said, “I am God, and 
Jesus is my son.”  He could have spelled it out at night.  He could have done it any way 
he wanted, but how he did choose to reveal himself is significant.  He chose to reveal 
himself first in creation.   
 
That’s what Paul was talking about when he wrote to the Romans.  Romans were being 
dumbed down in their belief that God was the Creator.  Some lies never change.  In 
Romans 1 verse 20, Paul said, “For since the creation of the world, God's invisible 
qualities, his eternal power, and divine nature have been clearly seen being understood 
from what has been made so that men are without excuse.” God would go on through 
Paul later Romans 1 to say that you have to be a fool -- that was God's word -- you 
have to be a fool to look at the majesty of creation and think this happened by accident 
because God's eternal power and divine nature are clearly displayed in the things that 
have been made.  You can know there is a God by looking at creation.  God chose to 
reveal himself in it.   
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He also chose to reveal himself in his word, which we already mentioned.  Jesus said 
it’s this word that speaks of me.  We also know he chose to reveal himself in his son.   
John the Apostle said in John 1 verse 14, “The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only, who came 
from the Father full of grace and truth.”  Verse 18, “No one has ever seen God, but God 
the one and only who is at the father’s side has made him known.”  That’s why the 
writer of Hebrews Chapter 1 verse 3 said, “He is the radiance of God's glory and the 
exact representation of his being.”  That’s why Paul told the Colossian church, who 
were also being attacked for their belief in Jesus as the very presence of God, said in 
Colossians 2:9, “In him dwells the fullness of deity in bodily form.”    
 
I don't know how he could say it any plainer.  God has chosen reveal himself in creation.  
He’s revealed himself in the word, and he has revealed himself in his son.  Now he has 
chosen to reveal himself in us.  “You are a chosen people that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  We do this with 
our words “declare the praises of him,” but we also do it by how we live which is why 
Peter said in verse 11: 
 

11Dear friends, I urge you as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from 
sinful desires, which war against your soul.  12Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.   

 
When Jesus comes -- and he will -- when Jesus comes in the good time he has set -- 
when Jesus comes in all of his glory, no one will miss it.  Peter said, “Live your lives in 
such a way that the words that you share and the life that you live match, because when 
the words you use to declare his praises matches a life who lives for the glory of that 
one you declare, then Jesus is revealed.  And when the glory of Jesus comes, the world 
will stand in awe, and they'll recognize him because they will have seen him in you.”  
That’s what Peter is saying.  This is why you were chosen, to live as chosen people.  
 
A few years ago, Chuck Colson, formerly in Nixon's cabinet, involved in the whole 
Watergate scandal, while he was in prison found the Lord powerful and significantly.   
Chuck Colson is one of the great prophetic voices in the world today.  He has written a 
number of books, one of them called The Body, meaning “the body of Christ and its role 
in the world.”  He was telling about a time that he was calling Joe Gibbs, the former 
coach of the Washington Redskins, to ask him if he would go with him to one of the 
many prisons he visits in his prison ministries. Here’s how he wrote it in his book.   
 

“On January 26, 1992, the Redskins won their explosive Super Bowl victory over 
the Buffalo Bills.  Seventy-five thousand celebrating Washingtonians rallied on 
the mall between the Capitol and the Washington Monument to cheer their team 
and Coach Gibbs.  Four days later,” Colson said, “I called Joe.  I was taking a 
group of ministry volunteers into Lorton, the District of Columbia prison located in 
the Virginia suburbs.  ‘Are any of the Christian players still in town?’ I asked him.  
‘It would be great if one of them could join us at the prison rally the next day and 
deliver a message to the inmates.’ 
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‘Gee, Chuck,’ Joe responded characteristically.  ‘I think most players are gone, 
but will I do?’ 

 
Would he do!  Five hundred inmates, many of whom would never have come to 
an ordinary chapel service poured into the creaky old gymnasium to hear him.  
Five days after the Super Bowl, Gibbs could've opened any door in Washington 
beginning with the White House, but here he was locked behind the steel doors 
of Lorton.  Cheers, whistles, and applause rocked the building when Joe Gibbs 
stood up to speak.  This is what he said.  ‘A lot of people in the world probably 
look at me and say, “Man, if I could just coach in the Super Bowl I'd be happy 
and fulfilled.”  But I'm here to tell you it takes something else in your life besides 
money, position, football, power, and fame,’ he told the inmates.  ‘The vacuum in 
each of our lives can only be filled through a personal relationship with our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  Otherwise I'm telling you, you will spend the rest of 
your lives in a meaningless existence.  I’ve seen it in football player’s eyes, and 
I’ve seen it in men on their deathbed.  There’s nothing else that will fill that 
vacuum.’” 

 
Why was Joe Gibbs in prison that day?  Because he was filling the purpose for which he 
was chosen.  That’s why he was there.  Joe Gibbs knows God, and he was there to 
make him known.  That’s the same reason you live in the neighborhood you live in.  
Same reason you work at the workplace you work at.  That’s why your kids are on a 
certain soccer team.  That’s why you shop at a certain grocery store; eat at favorite 
restaurants.  God chose you to be there.  He chose you to know him, and he chose you 
to make him known.  “To declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness into 
his wonderful light.”  If you’re a Christian today, you were chosen for that purpose.  And 
if you’re not a Christian today you can be.  You know, you never get any of this stuff in 
the Bible about, “Boy, I wish I could choose Jesus and be saved, but God hasn’t chosen 
me.”  That concept doesn't exist.  Romans 10 verse 13, “Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.” Have you called on the name of the Lord?  Have you 
chosen to follow Jesus?  If you have, it’s because he chose you.   
 
Christian, do you know who you are?  You’re a chosen people that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  He didn't have to 
choose you, but he did, and I'm so grateful God is our father. 
 

Father, I want thank you today for the reminder of who we are, and I look forward 
to what you may share with us about being a royal priesthood, a holy nation of 
people belonging to God.  Thank you that we as Christians can live every day 
knowing that we were chosen.  And it’s not to be a matter of pride or arrogance 
but one of deep humility and gratitude to realize that you didn't have to choose us 
but you did to declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness into his 
wonderful light.  Would you help us to live that life, Lord?  If there's anybody here 
today who needs to know Jesus, God you help them to come and help the rest of 
us who know you to know you better and to make you known.  And we’ll thank 
you.  In your precious name, Amen. 

 
 
 


