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June 12, 2011 - I Peter 2:1-10 
 

We Are a Royal Priesthood 
Pastor Larry Adams 

 
Today we’re going to be looking at one of the more interesting aspects of our identity in 
Christ.  Many Christians don’t understand these concepts, have never heard them, 
never been told or even realize that they are a “royal priesthood.”  Kings and priests are 
not something we’re used to talking about.  It’s not an arena where we feel comfortable 
or even feel like we understand, and yet it is one of the most significant parts of our 
identity that we are a royal priesthood.  So we’re really, really grateful that you’re here 
today, and we can learn these things together.   
 
I want to give a special greeting today down to all the folks at the Antioch campus.  
Thank you.  We are one church in two locations, and I know you’re going to have a very 
exciting time down there.  Also, Thursday night we are looking forward to being with you 
for the concert with Power and Light, so we’re hoping we have a great week together. 
 
Let me read this for you in 1 Peter -- actually, I want to begin in verse 22 setting the 
context for where we’re going in Chapter 2. Here’s what Peter told this group of 
Christians: 
 

22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have 
sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. 23 For you 
have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the 
living and enduring word of God. 24 For,  

“All men are like grass,  
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;  
the grass withers and the flowers fall,  
 25 but the word of the Lord stands forever.”  

And this is the word that was preached to you.  
2:1 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and 
slander of every kind. 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by 
it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is 
good.  
4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says:  

“See, I lay a stone in Zion,  
a chosen and precious cornerstone,  
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and the one who trusts in him  
will never be put to shame.” 

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not 
believe,  

“The stone the builders rejected  
   has become the capstone,” 

 8 and,  
   “A stone that causes people to stumble  
   and a rock that makes them fall.”  

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they 
were destined for.  
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out 
of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now 
you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.  
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from 
sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives 
among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  

 
Let’s pray for a moment. 
 

Lord, we’ve already invested a half hour of this service to praise you, and we’ve 
either made good use of that time this morning to do that very thing or it has 
slipped away.  And now, by your grace, you may give us another few moments to 
hear your word, and that will be an opportunity we can seize or one that will slip 
away.  I’m praying today, God, that you will help us to hear what you have to say.  
There’s no one here that needs to hear this more than me.  I am a royal 
priesthood along with all my brothers and sisters.  I need a better understanding 
today of what that means so that I can live true to my identity.  Help us today, 
God, we pray. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
His name is William Arthur Phillip Lewis.  Her name is Catherine Elizabeth Middleton, or 
it was anyway.  They are now the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge.  When they were 
married recently at Westminster Abbey, Dr. Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, sealed their union with words, if you listened carefully, were very glorifying 
to Christ.  What the world saw in that moment with Prince William and his bride and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury standing at the altar -- what you saw in that moment was truly 
rare and unique.  It was the coming together in one place at the altar of royalty and 
priesthood.  Royalty in that William is heir to the British throne, priesthood in that 
Dr. Williams is head of the Church of England; royalty and priesthood, but not in one 
person.  Separate offices.  Separate functions.  Separate people.  In Great Britain they 
understand you will not have a king who can also be a priest.   
 
The people of Israel would have understood that same dynamic.  You can’t have a king 
and a priest in the same person.  Kings came from the royal line of Jacob’s son Judah.  
Priests came from the priestly line of Jacob’s son Levi.  You could not by law have a 
king and a priest in the same person unless, of course, that person was really unique 
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with a royalty and a priesthood that was beyond their lineage; with a royalty and a 
priesthood that wasn’t traced to their forefathers; with a royalty and a lineage that was 
beyond the law, not bound by the law, before the law, above the law, and beyond the 
law, fulfilling the law.  There is one ultimate royal priest who is our king and our go 
between and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is royal as God’s son coming through in 
his humanity the royal lines of the kings of Judah.  He is priest by way of God’s oath. He 
is priest declared by God to be so because he is eternal above and before the law, not 
bound by it, the law that established the priesthood.  So, in Jesus you can have both 
king and priest in the same person, which is why the writer of the book of Hebrews said 
in Hebrews 7 verse 21, “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, you are a 
priest forever.”  Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better 
covenant.   
 
Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from 
continuing in office.  But because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.  
Therefore, he is able to save completely those who come to God through him because 
he always lives to intercede for them. He is king forever, and he is priest forever.  So 
when Jesus comes to live in you and your new identity is established as a Christian, 
you, like Jesus, become part of a royal priesthood.  I’m not sure how many Christians 
really understand that.  I’m not sure how many of us can really even articulate what that 
even means or the massive uniqueness of this, the privilege of it, the specialness of it, 
the uniqueness of it so that when you say, “I am a Christian,” you say it with a different 
tone of voice. You say it with a different understanding, and you say it with a different 
sense of obligation and deep responsibility and a deep sense of privilege.  When Jesus 
comes to live in you, you are a royal priesthood.  Royal because we are born again and 
adopted into God’s family.   
 
We are heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ.  That’s why Peter was saying in Chapter 1 
verse 23, “For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, 
through the living and enduring word of God.”  You have become God’s kid. You are 
royal by that connection.  And priesthood because now with our sacrifice for sin paid in 
Christ, we come to God offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God.  That’s what he 
was talking about in 1 Peter Chapter 2 when he said in verse 5, “You also, like living 
stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”   
 
That’s our identity, a royal priesthood.  And that’s why Peter wrote to these Christians 
the way he did and why he told them in verse 9, “You are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood.”   
 
That phrase “royal priesthood” literally means “a royal house,” “a royal lineage,” “a royal 
line,” or “a royal kingdom.” And you have become a body of priests.  We are the king’s 
kids and priests who can come to God and speak for God to man, which is why we don’t 
have or need earthly priests anymore.  Jesus is the only high priest mediator we need, 
which is why Paul wrote to Timothy in 1 Timothy 2:5 when he said, “For there is one 
God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave 
himself as a ransom for all men. The testimony given in its proper time.” 
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You don’t need a priest on earth to represent you to God anymore.  We don’t intercede 
to saints.  We are saints set apart for God to be a holy nation.  There is no one more 
holy than you are other than Jesus.  That may sound like a shockingly pompous 
statement, but the fact of the matter is when you become a Christian you are set apart 
as a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation of people belonging to God that 
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light.  We are now royal priests who can know God, live with God, and access him at 
any time.  The old covenant and its priesthood are over.  The new covenant with its 
kingdom of believer priests is now in place.  And every Christian is a royal priest called 
to know God and live to serve God for his glory.   
 
The question is, “How do we live as a royal priesthood?”  Peter tells us we do it by 
wearing our new priestly garments and by worshiping the new spiritual sacrifices.  We 
live as royal priests wearing new priestly garments.  Here’s what Peter said in Chapter 
2:1: 
 

Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and 
slander of every kind. 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by 
it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is 
good. 

 
When I was a kid growing up, Wednesday night was Scout night, Boy Scout night.  So 
no matter what I wore to school or no matter what I had on for basketball or no matter 
what I had been wearing just horsing around, Wednesday night was Scout night.  Every 
Wednesday night I took off what I was wearing, and I put on my Boy Scout uniform.  I 
was a Boy Scout, a member of Troop 239.  We’re Coleman Council, part of the Boy 
Scouts of America.  I was taught that when I put on that uniform I was identifying myself 
with something bigger than me.  I was representing an organization that had a heritage 
that was not to be defiled.  When I put on that uniform, I was to uphold the oath that I 
took as a Boy Scout.  When I put on that uniform, I was representing the law of scouting 
that I had sworn to uphold.  I was a Boy Scout, and when I wore those clothes I was 
representing an organization greater than myself.   
 
It was no different for the Old Testament priests. No matter what they were doing or 
wearing for their daily activities, when they stepped into their role as a priest they wore 
the garments of their identity.  And when God established the priesthood, he was very 
specific about what they would wear right down to the linen underwear that nobody 
could see.  God, in meticulous detail in the book of Exodus, outlined for Moses exactly 
what each priest was to wear in the duty of his service, each piece the way he put it on, 
the material that comprised it, was all part of a spiritual lesson that God was teaching 
about his holiness.  And so he gave specific details about the ephod that went over his 
body, the breast piece that would cover his heart and his chest that over which would 
carry the stones, the 12 stones of the tribes of Israel, and the Urim and the Thummim 
through which God would speak to the priests the will of God. He told them exactly how 
to wear the robe, what it would consist of, and how it would be trimmed right down the 
neck lining, the sleeves, and the tassels on the bottom. He told them all about the tunic 
that would go over the top of the robe and exactly how to make and place the turban on 
the priest’s head. He gave them the color, the fabric, the trim, and all of it had to be 
spotless, flawless, and planned.  Everything had to be right.  And on the front of the 
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turban, the piece that is shown the most, that would be a reminder to all Israel and to 
the priest every time he saw his reflection, was a golden plate on the front of his turban 
that was inscribed with the words that God said were the only ones visible, “Holy to the 
Lord” as a constant reminder that when you wear the garments of this priesthood, you 
represent a king and a kingdom and a nation and a people who are to be holy to the 
Lord.  No priest could enter God’s presence or do his priestly work without wearing the 
clothes of priesthood.  That’s why we shouldn’t be surprised that God is just as 
concerned about what his royal priests are wearing today.   
 
Peter told these believers that the royal priests of today, they wear the garments of their 
new identity but they are of outward adornment.  They are not outer garments of cloth, 
but what God wants his priests to adorn themselves with is the godliness of a Christlike 
character.  Chapter 1:22, “Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so 
that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.”  
 
You see the image?  A priest had to be meticulously washed and purified before he 
could adorn the garments and have the anointing of his priestly ministry.  Peter is telling 
these believers, “You’re a royal priesthood.  Your purification is come by hearing and 
obeying the word of the Lord.  Disobedience to God once you know what he is asking of 
you is like staining yourself as you are coming in to do your work as a priest of knowing 
God and representing him.”  “So, therefore,” he said in Chapter 2:1, “rid yourselves of all 
malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2 Like newborn babies, 
crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you 
have tasted that the Lord is good.” 
 
In Romans 13:14 Paul told the Roman church in a more summary way, “Clothe yourself 
with the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Peter said it starts with the old garments coming off.  “Rid 
yourselves” of these things.  The word “rid” is really a good one. It’s hard to get across 
the strength of this word in the Greek language.  It’s the idea of getting it off and 
keeping it off, and keeping it gone from you as fast as you can, and as far as you can.  
In other words, when you see these things in your life, “malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, 
slander of any kind” -- by the way this isn’t a total list.  Elsewhere in the New Testament, 
the writers, by God’s help, begin to fill in the other things of which these summarize.  
But when you begin to see these things in your life, we are to get rid of them as fast as 
we can and keep them as far from us as they possibly can.   
 
When I was thinking about this this week, I thought of this question, “Have you ever 
been sprayed by a skunk?”  When we were kids we used to go out and catch skunk.  
You can’t do that without occasionally making a mistake. [chuckles]  You ever had 
skunk on your clothes? You ever had skunk on your dog?  You get skunk on ya, I 
guarantee ya, you will rid yourselves of those clothes as fast as you can and get as far 
from them as you possibly can.   
 
People, these things that Peter is listing here and others like them are like a stench in 
God’s nostrils.  Why in the world would we want our lives, our minds, our hearts, our 
character to be stained by these things?  God said, “Get rid of them as far as you can 
and fast as you can.”   
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What things?  “Rid yourselves of all malice.” It is a word that means “badness of 
quality.”  Two synonyms would be “rotten” and “evil.”  Things that are rotten and evil 
have no place in our life because they make up a malice, a hatred towards other 
people.   
 
“Rid yourselves of all deceit.”  Man, there’s so many things that fit under deceit, but the 
word “deceit” literally means “bait” or “snare.”  Interesting word that Peter used here.  
Things that are lies are bait and snare.  They intentionally lure people in with things that 
are not true in the intent of entrapping them in a lie.  That’s deceit.  It has so many 
forms. 
 
Hypocrisy means “to speak from behind a mask.” In its simplest form it means 
“pretending to be something you’re not.”  God knows you’re not. You know you’re not. 
You’re pretending.  It’s hypocrisy of the worst kind.  
 
Envy.  Envy is a word that means “a displeasure or a resentment towards others 
because they are receiving something you think you deserve.  They have something 
you think you ought to have.”  You want it, and you don’t get it, so you envy them and 
God’s sees it, which is why he said, “Rid yourselves of slander of every kind.” Slander 
means “Speaking evil of others.”  It’s what happens if you don’t rid yourselves of the first 
four things and others like it.  And by the way, slander comes in many forms. It can 
come by way of a prayer request. It’s all in how you phrase it.  It is when you are trying 
to run another person down, and you couch however you want, but the fact of the 
matter is it’s malice, deceit, hypocrisy, and envy in a form that slanders and tears down 
and speaks evil of another person. God said, “There is no room for that in any of my 
royal priests.”  Amazing.   
 
It’s similar to what the Paul told the Colossian church when Paul was writing to the 
church in Colossia.  When you get to Colossians Chapter 3, the NIV and others have 
subtitled the section Chapter 3:1-17 as “Rules for Holy Living,” “Rules for a Holy 
Nation,” “Rules for a life that really is set apart for God.”  Listen to what Paul said, 
Chapter 3 verse 1: 
 

1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with 
Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory.  

 
You know, one of the great questions to ask yourself from time to time is, “If anyone 
saw how I live, would they say that Christ is my life?”  Interesting question. 
Colossians 3:5, “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.” Idolatry is when you 
put anything or any person in place of God’s rightful place in your life.   
 

6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these 
ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such 
things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 
Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 
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and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image 
of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.  
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, -- 

 
Listen to the parallels. 
 

As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other 
and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.  Forgive as 
the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them 
all together in perfect unity.  
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 
as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 And 
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 
You are a royal priesthood, and we are to put on the new garments of our new identity 
which is Christ likeness.  Peter called it “growing up in your salvation.” “It’s time to get 
rid of baby clothes and grow up,” Peter said. You do that with good nutrition, good 
spiritual food, the word of God.  So, though we aren’t to dress like a baby we are to eat 
like one.  That’s why he said, “Like newborn babies,” 1 Peter 2:2, “crave pure spiritual 
milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the 
Lord is good.”  And the context of 1 Peter 1 and 2 that pure spiritual milk is the word of 
God, the eternal and enduring word of God.  “Grass fades, flowers fall, but the word of 
the Lord stands forever.”  We are to crave that pure word because, you remember, it is 
in our obedience that we demonstrate our purity and preparedness to be royal priests.   
 
And by the way, when our garments get soiled with sin from time to time, and they will, 
God has already provided the means for his royal priests to be cleansed.  1 John 1:5: 
 

This is the message we have heard from you.  We’ve heard from him and 
declared to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to 
have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by 
the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out 
to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 
2:1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody 
does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense, Jesus Christ, 
the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours 
but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 
We are a royal priesthood; therefore, we wear the garments of our new identity, a 
Christlike character.  When I wore my Boy Scout uniform it was amazing, my behavior 
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changed because I knew I was representing one or something more important than 
myself.  As a royal priest I need to realize every day that I am wearing Christ for the 
world to see, not only by wearing new priestly garments, but we live as a royal 
priesthood worshiping with new spiritual sacrifices.  Here is what Peter said in verse 4:  
 

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 

 
Anyone who thinks preschoolers can’t memorize before they can read have never 
driven by a fast food place with a preschooler.  When our kids were little we used to 
drive to a lot of meetings, Karla and me.  And when you travel with small kids and you’re 
traveling on a small budget you are always thinking “fast and cheap.”  We gotta get 
there cuz’ the inevitable questions of -- what? “Are we there yet?” will be repeated 350 
times in the first four miles, and you want fast and you want cheap.  Before our kids 
could read they identified the golden arches.  They could pick out a Taco Bell.  They 
knew all about Burger King.  So we could be going down the road, and they would see 
that, and they could say “hambugar” or “McDonald’s” even, or they could say “taco.” 
You see they knew if you wanted a Happy Meal you go to the arches.  If you want a 
taco you go to the bell.  It’s amazing how quickly we can learn to get where we want by 
association of where we need to go.   
 
So if you want to be close to God or know more of him, where do you go?  In the Old 
Testament you went to the temple because the people knew that there the spirit of God 
was dwelling, and the priests were doing their work.  God chose to dwell on earth in a 
building.  In the Old Testament wilderness it was a tent called “the tabernacle.”  That’s 
where you went if you wanted to see God.  Later under Solomon it became a temple of 
stone and wood, and that’s where you went if you wanted to be near God.  Then God 
lived in the body of his son Jesus.  Jesus was God’s temple in the flesh.   
 
So where is God’s temple today?  Where do people go today if they want to see God in 
their midst?  To know who God is?  To have an opportunity to hear about God, to know 
about God, to draw close to God?  Where do people see the temple today?  If you are a 
Christian, go look in the mirror. You are God’s temple, the place where he manifests 
himself to the world that is watching.  Which is why Paul told the Corinthian church in 1 
Corinthians 3:16, “16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that 
God’s Spirit lives in you? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for 
God’s temple is sacred, and you are that temple.” 
 
Amazing, isn’t it? The same spirit of God who dwelt in that tabernacle tent in the 
wilderness with Moses - the same spirit of the same God that lived in the temple of 
Solomon in Jerusalem - the same spirit of God that lived in the person of Jesus is now 
the very same spirit of God that lives in you if you are a Christian.  Your body is now a 
temple of God’s presence.  The King of Kings and the Great High Priest now takes up 
his residence in us, which is why Paul went on to tell the Corinthian church to honor 
God with the way they use their bodies, particularly, that they would never allow their 
bodies to be used anything but for God’s purposes.  Paul puts it like this in 1 Corinthians 
6:12, “Everything is permissible for me,” he said, “but not everything is beneficial.”   
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In other words, “I’m not bound by the old covenant law anymore, but now I have a 
higher law working in me.  It isn’t just ‘Do I meet the letter of the law?’ but ‘Am I living in 
the things that are beneficial to God and the kingdom?’”  “Everything is permissible for 
me,” he said, “but I will not be mastered by anything.”  So, interestingly in verse 13 he 
starts talking about food, “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food, but God will 
destroy them both.”  In other words, “First of all, I’m not going to allow my body to be 
controlled by its natural impulses, neither what I eat or what I pursue.  I will realize that I 
am caring for a temple in which God lives by his spirit.”  And then, not surprisingly, a 
message that is so out of place in context in our world as to seem offensive, “The body 
is not meant for sexual immorality.”  You would have a hard time discerning that based 
on our media, pornography, internet sources, magazines, entertainment.  You know, if 
you watch what’s out there, you would swear the body was meant for immorality.  God 
said, “It wasn’t meant for that.”  “The body is not meant for sexual immorality but for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body.”  It sure makes a different context for how we talk about 
our body.   
 

By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. 15 Do 
you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take 
the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not 
know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is 
said, “The two will become one flesh.” 17 But he who unites himself with the Lord 
is one with him in spirit. 
 18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his 
body, but he who sins sexually, sins against his own body. 19 Do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. 
Therefore honor God with your body.  

 
People, God made us sexual beings.  He made us to want and desire a fullness and 
complete sexual expression.  There is nothing wrong with sex.  What’s wrong is when 
it’s turned into immorality.  In the context of a marriage and a marriage only between a 
man and a woman is where that sexual expression is to find its fulfilment to be a very 
literal and visible expression of the nature of the unbroken relationship that exists in 
purity between God and his church.  You mess with that you are messing with the 
ordinances of God, and there is a huge price to pay for using this temple which is set 
apart for God as a Christian in immoral practice for your own selfishness.  There is a 
huge price you pay for that.   
 
So we don’t worship our bodies.  We don’t pamper our bodies.  We don’t defile our 
bodies.  So what do you do with them?  You present your bodies as living sacrifices.  
Romans 12:1, “1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of 
worship.” “Offer your bodies,” it’s a word that means “placed beside” or “placed upon the 
alter.”  Our bodies are given to God as a sacrifice now to be used holy for him.  This is 
why Peter said that as a royal priesthood we are to be a holy people offering spiritual 
sacrifices. He said in verse 4: 
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4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 

 
“You are being built into a spiritual house,” he said.  Literally, “a spiritual dwelling.”  
Same word that was used to describe the tabernacle in the wilderness, the temple in 
Jerusalem, that Jesus used to describe his own body is now used to describe us.  We 
are that dwelling in which God lives by his spirit.  Individually and corporately, God 
dwells in us; therefore, we are a holy priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices.   
 
So what are spiritual sacrifices?  Well, the scripture has a lot of those kinds of sacrifices 
mentioned. I don’t have time today to develop them all; let me just give you a few.  First 
of all you saw one, by presenting our bodies to God, keeping them holy and pure, laying 
them upon the altar. We don’t use them for just any purpose.  We don’t just see 
anything, do just anything.  We take care of these things and we set them apart for the 
Lord.  But did you know also that what comes out of your mouth is part of spiritual 
sacrifices?  If you go back just a little bit to the book of Hebrews in Chapter 13, look 
what the writer said in verse 15.  Hebrews 13:15, “Through Jesus, therefore, let us 
continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that confess his name.” 
 
James would later tell us, “You can’t have salt water and fresh water coming out of the 
same mouth. You can’t use your mouth to praise God with spiritual sacrifices and then 
use it to curse man who was created in his image.”   
 
Do you know good works done for God are part of the spiritual sacrifices?  Hebrews 13 
verse 16, “And do not forget to do good and to share with others for with such sacrifices 
God is pleased.”  When you give your time, your money, your talents - when you serve 
and use your gifts, those are all ways you show the spiritual sacrifices as a priest of 
God.  That’s why Paul told the Philippian church in Philippians 4, “Sharing time, money, 
and resources with those in need is a pleasing sacrifice to God.”  In fact if you go back 
to the book of Philippians in Chapter 4, you know that verse 13, “My God shall supply all 
your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”  That’s true, but in the 
context look who he was talking about.  Philippians Chapter 4 verse 14: 
 

14 Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. 15 Moreover, as you Philippians 
know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from 
Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, 
except you only; 16 for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again 
and again when I was in need. 17 Not that I’m looking for a gift, but I’m looking for 
what may be credited to your account. 18 I have received full payment and even 
more.  I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts 
you sent.  

 
Look at this.  They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. You 
had better be assured that God sees in our time of giving what we give and the heart 
the gives it, and he will not miss it. He is blessed with the acceptable sacrifice that you 
have made to present that offering to him.  It’s amazing.  And you know that even 
people led to Christ through the influence of your life are part of the spiritual sacrifices 
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acceptable to God.  Romans 15 verse 16, “Be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. 
With the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles or the 
nations might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.”  
Sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  People, that word “acceptable” is 
powerful.  It means “a deliberate act of ready acceptance.”  In other words, “God 
chooses to delightfully accept these kinds of sacrifices flowing from his royal priests.”  In 
fact the form of the word that Peter used means “He is very favorably accepting of these 
things,” “He longs for them,” “He desires them,” “He is pleased to receive them.” I don’t 
know how we can go through a day without wanting to find ways to present God with 
that continual kind of pleasure.  And we do that to God through Jesus Christ.  They are 
very acceptable to God because we don’t offer these out of our own merits.  We don’t 
offer these trying to earn God’s favor.  We offer these in joyful response to all Jesus has 
done for us in and through us; therefore, God is very pleased to accept these sacrifices 
that come to him from us through Jesus.  We are a royal priesthood offering our bodies 
as his temple to which we bring sacrifices pleasing to God.   
 
In the Old Testament when the people wanted to see God, be near God, hear of God, 
and see the priests at work, they would go to the temple.  They still do today.  It’s just 
that now that temple and that priesthood is every believer.   
 
You know, the greatest privilege of this royal priesthood is that we have access to God.  
Think about it.  We have access to God because we’re his kids and because we offer 
and bring his sacrifices.   
 
I shared with this congregation before that my role as a pastor sure has changed over 
the years. When you are a smaller church and you have 40 or 50 or 60 people you can 
have a lot more involvement with everyone’s life.  But as you go on and things get 
bigger and you have more and more demands on your time, you have to give up certain 
things, and one of them is having the availability just to meet with people on ready 
notice. You just cannot do it, which is why we have a lot of pastors on our staff to make 
sure that together the ministry is available to those who need it.  I rarely have time to 
see many people anymore. In fact, you can’t just stop by.  If you just stop by, there is a 
99.9% chance I’m going to be working on a project or be in a meeting or already 
meeting with somebody, so people make an appointment and even then sometimes 
they have to wait days or weeks because of those who have come before waiting to 
come in.  It isn’t because I’m so popular, it’s just the nature of the beast. It doesn’t mean 
we don’t want to meet with people, that’s just the way it is.  So access sometimes is 
difficult, but it’s never been for Karla or my kids.  They are always welcome to call, to 
come in, to access me whenever they need.  I want them to do it because she is my 
wife and these are my kids.  I would have days I would be sitting in my office telling the 
staff, “Look, I can’t be bothered for the next few hours.  I’ve got to study.  I’ve got to hear 
from God. I gotta work on this message.”  And I would see interruptions as an 
interruption, but not when my kids would come.  They would burst through the door, 
“Hey, dad!”  Run around, jump on my lap, shuffling through the drawers, “Got any 
candy?”  They just want to be hugged.  They just wanted to be loved. When Karla did 
that I had to make different accommodations, but when kids do it it was easy. [laughter]  
No, Karla never jumped on my lap and asked if we had candy [laughter], but I would 
watch them, no fear, no hesitation, no appointment.  Sometimes they would even bring 
their friends with them.   
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So why do they have that kind of confidence?  Why do they have that kind of access, 
and why did they never even worry about being turned away?  Because I’m their dad.  
It’s that simple.  The church will always get another pastor, but my kids will never have 
another dad.  So they have access.  They belong to me, and I belong to them.  They are 
presenting themselves to me, and I am joyous to receive them.   
 
People, that’s the benefit of being a royal priesthood.  That’s what Peter is trying to get 
across in all of these words.  It isn’t that we rid ourselves of all these things and live this 
holy life and live pure and all of this stuff and present these holy sacrifices simply 
because of our benefit to us, but we realize, “I have access to God now, a privilege I 
don’t ever want to abuse.  He wants me to come.  He welcomes me to be there.  
Anytime.”  We are the King’s kids. He is King and Master and Lord and all of that, but 
he’s our dad.  We have a relationship with him.  And we are priests in God’s house.  We 
have access to come to God, to present ourselves to God, to tell others about God, to 
bring him sacrifices that mean a lot to him. That’s what Peter was describing as our new 
identity. “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,” wearing the new clothes or our 
identity which is the character of Christ, offering new sacrifices as God’s temple holy 
and pleasing to him, which is why near the end of the whole story in the book of 
Revelation the Apostle John wrote for the churches of Asia a simple reminder, “No 
matter what comes, remember who you are and live for that new identity.”  Listen to 
this, Revelation 1:4: 
 

4 John,  
To the seven churches in the province of Asia:  
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the 
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth.  
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has 
made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be 
glory and power for ever and ever!  

 
And all God’s royal priests said, [“Amen”]. 
 

Father, thank you for our identity in Christ.  We don’t hear this stuff enough. We 
don’t realize fully yet what it means to be a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people belonging to God that we may declare the praises of him 
who called us out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Help us, God, to wear our 
new priestly garments of Christlike character, and help us, God, to offer those 
new spiritual sacrifices pleasing to God through Jesus Christ.  We thank you for 
the privilege of having access to you, our God and our father.  We pray this in 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
 


