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A Faithful Dad 
Pastor Larry Adams 

 
 
. . . a book we don’t preach from very much, the shortest in the Bible, one of the most 
personal.  We’re going to be introduced today to a guy named Gaius who was a faithful 
member of that church.   
 
You know, many times we learn a lot from our kids and, as David was sharing earlier, 
you learn a lot about how your kids imitate you.  I came across this story of a little girl 
who came to her dad and said, “Dad, I have an awful tummy ache.” 
 
He said, “You know, it’s just because you don’t have anything in it.  You just need to put 
something in there, and you’ll be fine.”   
 
Well, about a week later, the pastor was over at their house for a visit, and he was 
talking to her mother when the little girl overheard him say, “I have a terrible headache 
today.” 
 
And the little girl sat up and said, “My daddy says it’s because your head doesn’t have 
anything in it. [laughter] All you need to do is put something in it, and you will be fine.” 
Ha, ha [laughter].  You know, sometimes we don’t want our kids to emulate exactly what 
we told them, but she was probably right.  The pastor’s head didn’t have anything in it. 
[laughter]  Anyway, kids are great, and they do learn from us which is why I love 
examples like this in the scriptures, a man named Gaius.   
 
We don’t know a lot about him.  He was probably saved under the influence of the 
Apostle John, and he was most likely discipled by him.  He may at one time have lived 
in Corinth.  He may at one time been a part of the church at Derby.  But in this case he 
is at a church where he is a strategic layperson.  The leader of this church, a guy by the 
name of Diotrephes, is not leading well.  And Gaius is having to stand up repeatedly, 
not only in the church, but in the community and in his own family and being the kind of 
a leader who is faithful and that people could follow. 
 
3 John, as I mentioned, is a very personal letter, so it begins like this: 
 

1 The elder, (who we take to be the Apostle John) 
To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth.  
2 Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with 
you, even as your soul is getting along well. 3 It gave me great joy to have some 
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brothers come and tell about your faithfulness to the truth, and how you continue 
to walk in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are 
walking in the truth.  
5 Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers, even though 
they are strangers to you. 6 They have told the church about your love. You will 
do well to send them on their way in a manner worthy of God. 7 It was for the 
sake of the Name that they went out, receiving no help from the pagans. 8 We 
ought therefore to show hospitality to such men so that they may work together 
for the truth.  
9 I wrote to the church, but, Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will have nothing to 
do with us. 10 So if I come, I will call attention to what he is doing, gossiping 
maliciously about us. Not satisfied with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers. 
He also stops those who want to do so and puts them out of the church.  
11 Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does 
what is good is from God. Anyone who does what is evil has not seen God. 12 
Demetrius is well spoken of by everyone—and even by the truth itself. We also 
speak well of him, and you know that our testimony is true.  
13 I have much to write you, but I do not want to do so with pen and ink. 14 I hope 
to see you soon, and we will talk face to face.  
Peace to you. The friends here send their greetings. Greet the friends there by 
name.  

 
Let’s pray for a moment: 
 

Father, I know you’ve given us the history and a glimpse into the lives of faithful 
people like this to encourage us.  And I want to thank you for the example of 
Gaius.  We’re not exposed to him very much in your word, but where we are, he 
is found faithful, a faithfulness that was making a difference for his family, for his 
church, and for your mission in the world.  And I pray today, God, that through his 
life and example you will help us to see how each of us can be a faithful man.  
And we’ll thank you God for all that you will show us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
Tim Hansel, author, child and family advocate, wrote a book called What Kids Need 
Most in a Dad.  He was telling a story of how he was coming home one day.  Living in 
the LA area he was on Interstate 10. He said, “Interstate 10, they say, goes all the way 
to Florida.  And on this day at 5:00 in the afternoon, I think it was backed up all the way 
to Miami.”  [laughter]  To kill time he kept changing lanes, he said, not to advance his 
cause, but he was intrigued by all the bumper stickers and license plate frames he was 
reading.  He said some of them were cute, some were funny, some were obscene, but 
some made him really think.  He said he got behind this one car and on the license 
plate frame it said, “Super Dad.”  Super Dad. He said, “The longer I drove behind this 
Super Dad license plate, the more I was unsure about what it really meant.  Super Dad.  
Would I want to be one?  What an image to live up to.  It sounded,” he said, “like 
another one of those myths of parenting.  Super Dad never gets ruffled.  Super Dad 
always has the answers.  Super Dad is always in control!” ha ha.   
 
You know, there is a lot of guys laboring under this Super Dad thing feeling more like 
failures than a success.  It’s not because being the kind of dad God wants us to be is 
impossible, it’s because sometimes we get images of what he wants that aren’t 
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accurate.  I am very thankful that God is not looking for super men.  He’s looking for 
faithful men.  And today, through this very personal letter written by John to this friend 
he loved, we’re going to meet a very faithful man.   
 
As I mentioned, not a lot is written about Gaius in the Bible, but everything that is written 
is about his faithfulness.  John is writing to this dear friend of his who is a very 
committed layperson in his local church.  As I mentioned, this letter was prompted by 
the fact that John had sent messengers to encourage the church and others in the 
gospel.  That church would then receive these messengers, these missionaries, and 
send them out in spreading the gospel over the Roman world, but Diotrephes wouldn’t 
receive them. He wanted to be in charge. He wanted to be #1. He wanted to be in 
control, so he prevented these men from coming in the church.  He refused to accept 
John’s letters.  And besides that, if anyone welcomed these missionaries, he did 
everything he could by physical force or by using church procedure to put these people 
out of the church.  Gaius ignored Diotrephes and led the way in doing what was right.  
 
And what was it about Gaius’ life that brought John, Gaius’ family, other church 
members such joy?  It tells us in verse 3 he was a faithful man, “It gave me great joy to 
have some brothers come and tell about your faithfulness.”  The word “faithfulness” is 
the word “reliable.”  It’s the word for “trustworthy” and a number of other synonyms that 
could be used. You get the idea.  What’s interesting about it is this word “faithful,” that 
John uses, is the word that is often used to describe the very character of God.  And in 
the scriptures it is a word to describe people who live like God and who live for God.  
They are faithful people.  Faithfulness is not perfection, but it is consistent commitment 
to the right things.  Faithful men like Gaius are what our families, our churches, and our 
world desperately need because it is a great joy to any family or church to be led by 
faithful men.   
 
So what was Gaius faithful to that made him such a powerful example and such an 
encouragement to his family, his church, and the missions that he advanced?  Well, 
John said he was faithful to the truth and he was faithful to love.  God wants men who 
will be faithful to the truth.  (3 John 1:1-4)  
 

1 The elder,  
To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth.  
2 Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with 
you, even as your soul is getting along well. 3 It gave me great joy to have some 
brothers come and tell about your faithfulness to the truth, and how you continue 
to walk in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are 
walking in the truth. 

 
It will be no surprise to you to have me tell you that truth is becoming a very precious 
commodity today, both the truth of the gospel and truth in general.   
 
About 12-13 years ago, I was exposed to a meeting of a major denomination in our 
country, the United Methodists, who gathered together in Kansas City for a thing called 
Global Gathering III.  The theme of their conference “What Child is This?”  Four 
thousand members from around the world attended that conference.  I just want to say 
in my speaking today about the United Methodist Church, I am not at all lumping every 
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church into that.  ’m giving you an example of what can happen to a major 
denomination.  Our local United Methodist Church, by the way, the Church on the Rock 
in Antioch, is a faithful partner in the gospel, has been preaching the gospel for years, 
their pastor is a man of God, and I thank the church for their faithfulness.  But you need 
to understand, not every UM church is following that example.  At this conference, as 
these attendees gathered, this group did not meet to sound a trumpet call to 
evangelism, but as Mark Tooley from the Institute of Religion and Democracy put it, 
“Speakers defended the welfare state as the primary guarantor of health and happiness 
for the world’s children.”  Now listen to this:  
 

More provocatively, one speaker declared that the crucifixion of Jesus Christ 
revealed an abusive Heavenly Father who is not fit for Christian worship.  Instead 
she urged that the church revere the baby Jesus along with all the world’s 
children as equally little messiahs.  Nancy Pereira, a Methodist theologian from 
Brazil, exceeded the political themes of other speakers by explicitly rejecting the 
atonement of Jesus Christ. 
 
“We have to stop praising Abraham’s knife,” she said, “We have to stop praising 
Solomon’s sword.  We have to stop praising Jesus’ cross.”  Pereira affirmed that 
these “traditions” from the Bible portrayed a God who welcomes child sacrifice.  
“We have to find other expressions of salvation and liberation,” Pereira said.  “We 
have developed a Christology with a tradition of the cross.  That’s a sacrificial 
Christology.  It’s a mechanism of salvation that heeds guilt, pain, whipping, and 
death.  We have to look at Jesus’ cross as a tragedy, a human episode without 
any sense of meaning.” 

 
Now, can people who call themselves Christians assemble by the thousands from a 
major worldwide denomination to proclaim that the cross of Jesus has no meaning and 
that God is an abusive father unfit for worship?  Can a major Christian denomination in 
the world really gather to do that?  They did, and they do.  Churches today are moving 
away from the essentials of the word of God, and it’s time for Christians to stand for 
truth.  And it’s not just a biblical truth that is being assaulted; it’s the very concept of 
truth itself.   
 
“Christianity Today” published recently a survey they did about truth telling in America.  
Here’s what their report said, “Ninety-one percent of us admit we lie routinely.”  That’s 
91% admitted they lie routinely.  “Thirty-one percent of us who are married admit to 
having an extramarital affair lasting over a year.  Eighty-six percent of youth lie regularly 
to their parents, and 75% lie regularly to their best friends.” 
 
According to the U.S. Department of Commerce, employee dishonesty cost American 
businesses over $50 billion annually.  The U.S. Chamber of Commerce estimates that 
75% of all employees steal at least once, and that half of these steal again and again.  
The Chamber also reports that one of every three business failures are the direct result 
of employee theft.  Talk to people who you know, or at stores, or even from our church 
that I’ve known, and ask them, they will tell you that one of the reasons they do store 
security at department stores, why they install cameras, and why they have security 
people is primarily to keep the employees from stealing them blind. 
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This lack of truth has had a devastating effect on each generation’s ability to see the 
importance of truth or even that truth even exists.  Dallas Theological Seminary 
published a survey done among professing born again teens.  To be in this survey you 
had to state that you personally have trusted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior or 
you couldn’t even be interviewed.  This survey, done over time among these professing 
born again teens, said: 
 

In 1991, 52% of these young people agreed with the statement that there is no 
such thing as absolute truth.  In 1994 that number jumped to 62%.  In 1999 it 
escalated to 78% of self-described born again church young people saying there 
is no such thing as absolute truth.  Right now, this figure is the most staggering 
statistic in the history of the church with an amazing 91% of professed born again 
church-attending youth saying today there is no absolute truth.  Sixty-five percent 
of these same young people also say that we cannot know whether any religion 
is true or not including Christianity, and today fewer than 4% of these youth 
agree that the Bible is the infallible word of God in every situation. 

 
People, if the church and our evangelical youth, and the ones who are trained in the 
Bible and are professing to follow Christ as Savior, if 91% of them say there is no 
absolute truth, 65% say you can’t be sure if even Christianity is true, and only 4% are 
saying the Bible is the word of God, if they do not believe there is truth then what does 
that say for the hope of the rest of the world?  There is a reason that truth is assaulted.  
It should not be a surprise that the enemy of God, Satan himself, is called “The Father 
of Lies.”   
 
In light of these disturbing trends where lying is expected, cheating is rampant, and 
God’s word is being maligned, how will our kids, our families, our churches, or even our 
world ever stand or live in the truth?  Well one way is by having families, churches, 
communities, businesses, and schools led by men and women like Gaius.  Men and 
women who know, love, embrace, teach, model, and live faithfulness to the truth.  Gaius 
was a faithful man.  He was faithful to the truth.  “It gave me great joy,” verse 3, “to have 
some brothers come and tell about your faithfulness to the truth and how you continue 
to walk in the truth.” 
 
Apparently Gaius was not a seminary grad.  He had been led to Jesus by John, had 
been discipled by him, and then grown in the truth.  And in the midst of this doctrinal 
error and peer pressure, he was known as one who would stand up for the truth no 
matter what.  Gnosticism was gaining ground and popularity in many of the churches of 
the first century. This so called “enlightened and progressive teaching of the gospel,” 
which is how these lies are always portrayed, it taught that spirit is good and matter is 
good, therefore, God never could have come in a body.  And it denied the virgin birth, 
therefore the physical life and the sacrificial death of Jesus.  Other leaders in the church 
and the churches were beginning to support these lies.  Gaius refused.  In fact, “It gave 
me great joy,” John said, “to have some brothers come and tell about your faithfulness 
to the truth, and how you are continuing to walk in the truth.  I have no greater joy than 
to hear that my children are walking in the truth.”   
 
That word “faithfulness” here has a very important thrust in this context where John 
wrote it.  “Faithfulness to the truth” is the idea that “faithfulness and the truth are part of 



Page 6 of 12 

you.”  It’s not something you put on.  It is who you are.  Faithfulness to the truth is a part 
of your make up.  It’s in you, which is why he said, “You are walking in the truth.” “In 
public and in private it encompasses all your activity and it directs all that you do.  You 
are a man of truth.  It is who you are, that’s why you are faithful to it.”   
 
Gaius was the man who stood up against Diotrephes, and when he wanted to keep 
John’s missionary partners out of the church, Gaius welcomed them in.  He didn’t care 
what Diotrephes said.  And he helped send them off to spread the truth, which is why it 
says in verse 8, “We ought therefore to show hospitality to such men so that we may 
work together for the truth.”  John saw what Gaius was doing, was not only faithful to 
the truth and standing in the truth, but he was working in partnership with God and 
anyone else who was faithful to the truth to help these men to go out and to share the 
truth that was being maligned.   
 
God has called us to be such men, men faithful to the truth.  And in order to be that we 
need to be men who know the truth and who live the truth.  And to know the truth we 
must be men of the word.  How important is this?  When the Apostle Paul was in prison 
facing his own execution, and he knew he was not long for this world, he wrote what we 
believe to be the last letter of his life to someone he deeply loved, his son in the faith, 
Timothy, who at the time, we believe, was the pastor at the very strategic church of 
Ephesus.  So what does this man who had been the father figure of Timothy’s life write 
to his young son in the faith while he himself is about to depart, and all of these 
responsibilities for leadership are falling on Timothy?  2 Timothy 2:15, “Do your best to 
present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” 
 
Why was it so important?  Because it was the future protection of Timothy.  It was the 
future protection of the people in his church, his family, and everyone who saw his life.  
Do you remember when Jesus was with his disciples in the Upper Room before he went 
to the cross, another scene where one who loved was about to leave a word of 
importance?  Jesus prayed for his disciples that night in John 17.  It’s the longest, most 
personal prayer of Jesus we have on record.  And when he prayed for his disciples and 
their protection in the world, listen to what Jesus said to his Father with the disciples 
sitting there praying with him, John 17:12: 
 

13 I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so 
that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them 
your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of this world any more 
than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but 
that you protect them from the evil one.  

 
So how are they to be protected?  Listen to this: 
 

16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them, set them 
apart, protect them by the truth; your word is truth.  

 
Jesus and Paul both understood they were leaving their children in the faith in a very 
dangerous and difficult world, the very world in which our families are living.  Lies 
abound.  Truth is hard to find.  When Jesus wanted to protect his disciples, he prayed 
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that their lives would be set apart in the truth and that his word was truth.  If we are to 
protect our families and give them what they need in a world of lies, we need to be men 
of truth.   
 
Guys, we don’t need to be Bible scholars, but we do need to be men who know, study, 
and can share God’s word with our families.  Now I know most guys feel very 
inadequate at this.  I know I sure did when I got married.  When I got married I had been 
a Christian a little over two years. I was marrying a woman, my wife Karla, who had 
been a vibrant follower of Jesus since she was five years old growing up in a pastor’s 
home.  When we went for premarital, the pastor that was going to have a part in our 
ceremony could sense that my struggle was, “How in the world am I going to be a 
spiritual leader?  I’ve only known the Lord a short time.  How am I going to be a spiritual 
leader for this woman who I saw as a spiritual giant and still do?”  I’ll never forget what 
he said to me.   
 
He said, “Larry, do you know how to pray?” 
 
And I said, “Yeah.” 
 
He said, “Then you make sure that prayer is happening in your marriage and in your 
home.  You make sure it’s happening, frequently, every day.  Can you do that?” 
 
I said, “Yes, I can do that.” 
 
He said, “You know how to read the Bible?” 
 
I said, “Yup.” 
 
He said, “Then you make sure the Bible is read in your home every day, being sown 
into people’s hearts, and you’re leading them in that.  Don’t ever let your family come 
and say, ‘How come we don’t read the Bible in our house?’  Can you do that?” 
 
I said, “Yup.” 
 
And then he said, “Do you know how to go to church?” 
 
I said, “Yeah, I do.” 
 
He said, “Then you make sure your family is in church every week, vitally engaged, 
involved in worship, serving the Lord, and you lead the way.  Don’t ever let them see 
you not leading the way.  Can you do that?” 
 
I said, “Yes, I can do that.” 
 
He said, “Then you can lead your family.” 
 
Guys, our families aren’t looking that we be Bible scholars, but they do expect that we 
would know God and be faithful to his word. Our kids, our wives should be able to come 
to us with life’s questions, and we should be able to direct them in the truth.  And 
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directing them in the truth is not just telling them what God says but giving them an 
example of what living in the truth of God’s word really looks like.  They see us model it 
just like Gaius did for his family and his church.  And not only that, but we need to be 
faithful as truth tellers.  If we want our kids to believe God’s word is true, then we must 
show them that our word is true.  God keeps his word, and we must be men who keep 
our word that our families, our work associates, everyone who knows us will know that 
we are men of our word.  Now that doesn’t mean we don’t ever make mistakes, but it 
means we don’t lie.  And if we are found speaking an untruth of any kind, we owe it to 
our wives and our families to come back to them right away after confessing to God and 
say, “You know what?  I lied to you.  I didn’t keep my word to you.  I’ve already 
expressed this to God, and he’s forgiven me, and I need you to forgive me too because 
what I did was wrong.  I may not always be mistake-free, but I want you to know you 
have a dad you can trust and he will not lie to you.”  When God’s truth is lived out in a 
man of truth, others can trust that God’s word is truth and they can become people of 
the truth.   
 
In ministry, Karla and I have worked with hundreds of teens and young people over the 
years, and I can tell you that in my opinion the #1 cause of rebellion and rejection of 
God by them is the inconsistency they see between what their parents say and how 
their parents live.  And by the way, that doesn’t mean that you can’t do it all well and still 
have a rebellious child.  Remember, God is the perfect father and a lot of his kids owe 
him an apology.  But the best chance our kids are gonna have if we know the truth, we 
speak the truth, and we live the truth which is why the Apostle Paul told dads in the 
Ephesian church in Ephesians 6:4, “Fathers, do not exasperate your children.  Instead, 
bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”   
 
The word “exasperate” means “to provoke or incite your children to wrath or rebellion.”  
Don’t do that.  Instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.  That 
phrase “bring them up” is a powerful expression.  It literally means “bring out from you.”  
In other words, bring out for[from] you for them that which you want them to see and to 
be nourished in them.   
 
Kids want and need faithful examples of people who know and live the truth. They’re not 
looking for super men, they’re looking for faithful men.  And not only faithful to the truth, 
but God wants men who will be faithful to love.  Verse 5: 
 

5 Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers, even though 
they are strangers to you. 6 They have told the church about your love. You will 
do well to send them on their way in a manner worthy of God. 7 It was for the 
sake of the Name that they went out, receiving no help from the pagans. 8 We 
ought therefore to show hospitality to such men so that we may work together for 
the truth. 

 
Josh McDowell, who has been a great Apolocist and great person who has stood for 
truth for a number of generations, especially with young people, speaks at a lot of 
college campuses, a lot of high schools.  He was once giving a commencement address 
to graduates of Dallas Theological Seminary and he made reference in that address to 
a study published by the Dartmouth University Medical School called “Hardwired to 
Connect” in which it was reported that all scientific research now shows that from the 
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moment a child is born that baby’s brain is biologically hardwired to connect in 
relationships.  “Here are two conclusions,” he said to the graduates, “the study drew 
from this evidence that are very relevant to us as Christians today.  First, you must 
develop loving, intimate relationships with anyone to whom you hope to impart 
information in a way that will impact that person’s life.  Second, you need to model the 
truth you want to see ingrained in another person’s life.  You future parents and 
grandparents please hear me,” he said.  “What this means is that you may be able to 
expound and exposit truth to your children, but unless your children know deep down in 
their heart that you love them, they may very well walk away from the truth.”   
 
As one writer put that now well-known phrase, “They won’t care how much you know 
until they know how much you care,” which is why we see our great model, Jesus, 
demonstrating love at the Last Supper. 
 
Remember, in that same context as John sat there, before Jesus went to the cross that 
night. Jesus had been expounding to them the great truth of the gospel and reminding 
them of all the truth he had been teaching them for the last three and a half years.  It’s 
not surprising then of what he did in John 13 verse 1.  John said, “It was just before the 
Passover Feast, Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go 
to the Father.  Having loved his own who are in the world, he now showed them the full 
extent of his love.”  Jesus knew that love in relationship and connection to the truth are 
inseparably linked.  He had been spending three and a half years imparting truth and 
loving these disciples, and he was not going to leave them that night without a living 
testimony of how much he loved them.  So he took off his outer garment. He got down.  
He washed their feet.  He ministered to them.  It said he showed the full extent of his 
love in humility and in service and then the next day he gave them an example they 
would never forget when he went to the cross and died in their place for their sins, 
because Jesus understood the connection between love and truth.  Jesus said in the 
Upper Room after washing the disciples’ feet, “15 I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done for you.” 
 
When Paul, who loved his disciples and imparted truth to them, he said, “Join with 
others and follow in my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to 
the pattern we gave you,” truth and love together.  Or in 1 Corinthians 11:1 he said, 
“Follow my example as I follow the example of Christ.”   
 
Josh McDowell said that night at commencement, “The study from Dartmouth confirms 
what the Bible has been teaching for more than 2,000 years, beliefs must be taught in 
the context of relationships if we want our own children and the people we teach to 
follow Christ.” 
 
Gaius had such an impact on others because he was faithful to the truth, but he was 
also faithful to love.  Verse 5, “Dear Friend, you are faithful at what you are doing for the 
brothers.  Even though they are strangers to you, they have told the church about your 
love.”  When John sent missionary messengers to the churches who were to be 
welcomed in, fed, encouraged, and they were to bless that church, teach that church, 
and then to be sent out to keep preaching in the community and the other churches.  
When a church decided they weren’t going to receive these messengers, that 
missionary flow was cut off.  There were no hotels.  There were no restaurants.  The 
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church took them in or they were on their own.  John said, “They’re not getting help from 
the pagans.”   Diotrephes was a man who didn’t want them in the church because, John 
said, “As the leader of the church, he wanted to be in first place.”  He wasn’t in love with 
God.  He wasn’t in love with God’s word.  He wasn’t even caring about the people in his 
church.  All he cared about was himself.  Gaius was the opposite of that.  He cared 
more about God and the truth and the people, so he stood up and showed them the 
extent of his love. He took these people in. He led a one-man charge to make sure 
these missionaries were not cut off.  His family saw it.  The church saw it.  That’s why 
John said in verse 8, “We ought to, therefore, show hospitality to such men so that we 
may work together for the truth.”  The word “hospitality” is literally translated “lovers of 
strangers.”  And Gaius’ testimony to the truth was well known because he was not only 
loving those closest to him, he was loving strangers for the sake of the gospel.   
 
Guys, do you realize today that the highest call of headship over our wives, over our 
children, over our families, the highest call of the demonstration of headship is that we 
love them, and we demonstrate that by sacrificing for them.  We put their needs ahead 
of our own.  It doesn’t mean we don’t pay attention to some of the needs we have, but 
we make sure that their needs are first and they know that we love them.   
 
When Paul wrote to the Philippian church in Philippians 2:1-5 he said this in verse 3, 
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain concept, but in humility consider others better 
than yourselves.  Each of you should look not only to your own interest but also to the 
interest of others.”  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.  You see, 
it always goes back to that, the example of Christ Jesus.  So, what did Jesus show them 
that night when he showed them the full extent of his love?  John 15:9, “As the Father 
has loved me, so have I loved you.” 
 
Guys, I know a lot of you have never known a Father’s love like that.  You don’t even 
know what it looks like, so you find yourselves struggling to pass on what you’ve never 
seen.  But the Father’s love is available for us to learn from.  Jesus said, “I have loved 
you the way the Father loved me.”  And the Father’s love is available for all of us to 
learn.  I never saw the model of a Father’s love, at least the way I wanted to see it.  My 
real dad I’ve never known.  My stepdad though is a wonderful man, and he showed his 
love, I guess, by going to work and providing for us, and I don’t fault him. He was raised 
in a family of 12.  It wasn’t expressed a lot to him either, but I never heard him say he 
loved me, never heard him say he loved my mom.  I mean, I knew he did in a way, but I 
never really saw it modeled.   
 
When I became an adult I didn’t know how to love. I didn’t even know what it looked like 
really in a relationship.  When I came to Jesus and I was about to be married, I thought 
to myself, “You know, I can’t ask this girl to marry me if I don’t know what love is.  How 
blatantly unfair to her or any other woman I would want to bring in.  What am I going to 
do for kids if I don’t know how to love them?”  So I knew if I was going to learn to love, I 
had to learn to love the way God loves.  And, guys, he is an example that is available to 
all of us.  You meet him in here, and you see how he does it, and you ask him to help 
you to do it like he does it.  And you won’t get it right all the time, but it will be a sight 
closer than if you don’t try at all.  You see, that’s why there is no excuses for us.  We 
may have had lousy examples, and we may have failed in the past, but we don’t have to 
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fail in the future.  Jesus said, “I’ve loved you the way God loved me,” and that’s the 
model he wants for all of us. 
 
John went on to say in 1 John 2, “We know that we have come to know him if we obey 
his commands.”  And what was Jesus’ command?   
 
John 15:15, “My command is this, ‘love each other as I have loved you.’”  How is that 
seen?  “Greater love has no one than this than he lay down his life for his friends.”  
Guys, faithfulness to the truth is not demonstrated simply in what we say.  There are a 
lot of Christian men who use the word of God as a weapon to club their families into 
submission.  All they end of doing is alienating everybody under that kind of leadership.  
It’s not just that we are able to quote scripture and lead a family devotion.  It’s not just 
having a head full of knowledge that we can spout off to others.  It’s not about being the 
Bible answer man.  Faithfulness to truth should always lead to Christlikeness.  And 
Christlikeness in our character and conduct will make us people who love in the truth, 
men who live faithful to the truth and are faithful to love just like Jesus did, apparently 
just like Gaius did.  Because truth and love go hand in hand.   
 
Remember in the great Love Chapter, 1 Corinthians 13, quoted at tons of weddings, but 
often verses 1 and 2 are not quoted.  Listen to what it says there.  1 Corinthians 13:1, “If 
I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding 
gong or a clanging cymbal.”  Do you hear it?  “I can have all the gifts that God gives and 
deploy them faithfully in the church, but if I don’t do it in love I’m just making noise.  “2If I 
have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess 
to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.” 
 
We all know John 3:16.  Listen to 1 John 3:16, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus 
Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.”  
That’s how John knew that Gaius was walking in the truth, “because I have heard about 
the faithfulness of your love.”  And love and truth go hand in hand.  He was faithfully 
loving others the way Jesus had asked him to.   
 
You know, as dads we are to help our families grow physically, spiritually, emotionally, 
relationally.  You cannot do that without God’s help.  It’s a pretty tough assignment, but 
that’s the role God has given us.   
 
You know in that same graduating commencement speech that John McDowell did, he 
said, “My wife, Dottie, and I have raised four children. I found that I could mold them like 
clay in the hands of a potter in terms of imparting truth and impacting their moral 
behavior as long as they could answer ‘yes’ to three questions without hesitating.  
Those times when they hesitated or said ‘no,’ trying to mold them was a tough job 
because I realized we were living inconsistent.”  He said, “Here are the three questions,” 
and I’ve added one, so the first one is the one I have inserted.  And it’s a question that I 
always want to keep asking. Here are the questions:  First, to say to your wife or your 
kids, “Do you know -- do you know that I love God?” Second, “Do you know that I love 
you?”  Thirdly, “Do you know that I love your mother?”  And fourthly, “When you get 
married and have a family of your own, do you want you and your spouse, and you and 
your children, to have the kind of relationship I have with you?”  He said, “When my 
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children could say ‘yes’ to those questions without hesitating, shaping their lives was 
like working with soft clay.”   
 
Relationships lead our children to accept the truth that we live out and teach to them 
which is why the Apostle Paul told the Ephesian church in Ephesians 4:15, “Speaking 
the truth in love we will in all things grow up into him who is the head that is Christ.” 
 
You know, when Tim Hansel was writing that book, he got a lot of letters from people. I 
want you to hear this encouraging one from a kid named Brad, age 16. 
 

What kind of a man is my dad?  Normal, I suppose, and because of that, real 
special.  I can make him laugh, and I’ve seen him cry.  We don’t have a lot of 
money, but we sure do a lot of things together.  He comes to all my games when 
he can.  He listens to me as if what I had to say was really important. I’ll always 
love him, and he’ll always love me.  I guess that’s what it’s all about, isn’t it?  
He’s no super dad.  I mean, he makes mistakes, I guess, but in my opinion if God 
were to try to assemble a dad that’s just right for our family, I think he’d look like 
my dad. 

 
God’s not looking for super men, and I’m very grateful.  I’m as flawed as they come, and 
I mean that sincerely, but God can make us men faithful to truth, and he can make us 
men faithful to love.  A lot of you in the church are doing a great job at this.  You don’t 
think you are, but you are.  I want to encourage you to do it all the more. You’ve been 
great examples to me and to my family.  And I know some of us feel like we’ve failed in 
the past, and we wish we could get another chance.  You know what, we can’t rewind 
the clock, but we can decide today we’re going to live different.  We can assess what 
we’ve learned from the past, and we can learn to be more faithful in the future and God 
will use you to make a difference.  And when the world pressures you to be some kind 
of super dad -- if the church pressures you to be some super dad, just remember, God 
and our families aren’t looking for that.  What they do want, what they do need is men 
who will be faithful.  By God’s grace I want to be one of those men. 
 

Father, I want to thank you today for the challenge of this, for the encouragement 
of this, because this is something all of us can do with your help. No matter how 
we may have failed or blown it in the past, no matter what situation we have 
today, we all have you if we look to you.  We all have your forgiveness.  We all 
have the spirit of God in us if we trusted Jesus.  We all have the word, and we all 
have your promises, so, God, I ask you to help us.  Thank you for the men of our 
church who through the years have been a great example to me of faithfulness.  
Would you help us all to be faithful like you for our families, for our church, for the 
world, and for whatever generations may come.  Thank you, God, for being 
faithful to us.  We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.  


