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June 26, 2011 - 1 Peter 2:9-10 
 

We Are a People Belonging to God 
Pastor Larry Adams 

 
 
. . . coming out on this first Sunday of summer.  We’re glad that you’re here.  And if 
you’re a guest today, thanks for visiting.  We have people to help if you have questions 
out in the lobby.  We have people at the counters.  We have ushers to help.  And at the 
close of our service we have some folks who will be very happy to pray with any of us in 
the prayer room, so hope you can be a part of that. 
 
Thank you for all of those who were able to give something today for those two great 
ministries - for our outreach at the CornFest coming up and also for Cell to Cross.  We 
appreciate your generosity.  We also appreciate very much those of you who helped out 
this week with Vacation Bible School.  Every day this last week we had hundreds of kids 
here on the campus.  The stage was transformed into the city of New York, and the kids 
met with God.  I appreciate all of you who prayed and gave and served and helped to 
make that possible.  We’re still following up on all the kids and adults who were 
impacted by that week, so thank you for praying for that.   
 
As David mentioned, we have a bulletin that looks like this. Inside are a host of 
announcements, things that are coming up this week.  Things that are coming up later 
in the summer that you might want to be a part of, so I hope you’ll take some time to 
look through all of that as well. 
 
We want to welcome back our Power and Light crew who were down in Southern 
California having a great tour.  God really used them powerfully.  We’ve heard, by way 
of some of the kids, that they feel it was one of the most impacting times they’ve had, so 
we’re very, very grateful for your prayers and support of all of them. 
 
Hey, if you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to 1 Peter 
Chapter 2. We’re going to be continuing on today in our conclusion of our four part 
series of our identity as Christians, “Christians, Do You Know Who You Are?” today in 
probably one of the most personal parts of these four identities that Peter speaks about 
that we are a people belonging to God.   
 
I’d like to set the context for you.  Peter is writing to a group of Christians going through 
a great deal of sacrifice and suffering.  It was not easy to live as a Christian in the first 
century.  It’s not easy to live as a Christian today.  Many of these people could begin to 
question God’s goodness, or why they were going through it, or if God was really there, 
and were they still important to the Lord?  Peter writes and answers all of those things in 
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this amazing letter.  In this section he reminds them that if they have come to God, they 
have become a new people with a new identity.  This is the way Peter sums it up for us 
in 1 Peter Chapter 2 beginning in verse 4:   
 

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says:  

“See, I lay a stone in Zion,  
a chosen and precious cornerstone,  
and the one who trusts in him  
will never be put to shame.”  

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to you who do not believe,  
“The stone the builders rejected  
has become the capstone,” 

8 and,  
     “A stone that causes men to stumble  
     and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were 
destined for.  
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are 
the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy.  
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from 
sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among 
the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

 
Let’s pray for a moment. 
 

Father, you are an awesome God, so powerful, so holy, so exalted, and you have 
revealed yourself to us in creation, in your son, and in your word.  And you have 
told us that as followers of the Lord Jesus, we are not the same people we used 
to be. Our sins are forgiven; we’ve been brought into a relationship with God, and 
we have a new identity.  Father, would you help us today to understand our new 
identity and to live according to it that we may bring you glory in the world, be a 
testimony to the unsaved, and be a confident people who are grateful to be able 
to represent you and to reveal your glory.  We thank you God for all that you will 
speak to us today.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
A few years ago I came across a story that was being used to illustrate a point.  I’m 
highly doubtful that the story is true, but it still serves to illustrate what Peter was talking 
about, being a people belonging to God.  The story that I read said that there was a 
man and his friend in the attic cleaning out a bunch of junk when he came across an old 
German Bible. It was tattered and torn and stained, so he grabbed it and threw it in the 
trash pile.  His friend saw it and said, “What was that book?” 
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He said, “It was an old German Bible. I can’t read German.  Besides that it’s really worn 
out, it’s stained, and somebody has scribbled all over the inside of it.  It’s junk.  I’m 
throwing it away.”  His friend picked it up and began to leaf through it.  He discovered 
that the Bible was over 400 years old, and the one who had scribbled in it was a guy by 
the name of Martin Luther.  
 
If the story were true, what they had discovered in the attic was a personal Bible of the 
Morning Star of the Reformation, one of the men God used to help lead a whole 
movement that spread the gospel around the world.  What one man saw as a piece of 
junk was actually priceless, not because that Bible in and of itself had any value, its 
paper, its cover, or its ink, but it was priceless because of the one who whom it 
belonged.  That’s the message every Christian needs to hear today in regards to their 
own identity -- that we have infinite value because we belong to God.   
 
A few weeks ago we started a study in our Christian identity, trying to answer the 
question, “Christian, do you know who you are?”  It’s a very valid and important 
question because far too many Christians are living way below their potential simply 
because they really don’t know who they are in Christ.  Part of that is that you and I are 
constantly bombarded by messages from the world that are not true, minimizing and 
devaluing humanity, minimizing and devaluing a relationship with Christ, so over time 
we begin to see ourselves more through the eyes of culture than we do to the eyes of 
God.   
 
The world seeks to convince us that humanity has no unique value.  In fact, many view 
us as the problem.  They say we’re polluting the earth; we’re overpopulating it.  It’s as 
though we exist for the earth rather than the earth exists for us. “We are the 
evolutionary product of time plus energy plus chance,” is what they are trying to tell us.  
No more valuable than the trees or the animals, our worth is determined by what we can 
contribute to society.  So, if you are unborn or too told and are becoming inconvenient 
then you are dispensable. If you’re not smart, beautiful, rich, or powerful, then you are of 
less value.  And if you are a Christian you can be the object of the most distain.  But 
Peter told the Christians of his day who were going through severe trials for their faith 
that whenever anyone tries to convince them that they are less than the apple of God’s 
eye, they were to be reminded of God’s view of them.  And Peter told them “You are a 
chosen people, hand picked and created by God to know him and to make him known.”   
 
Every one of us today needs to know that we are highly valued by God.  We are a royal 
priesthood, royal in the fact that we are the King’s kids; priests by the fact that we now 
have direct access to God because the sacrifice for our sins has been made fully in 
Christ.  And we are a holy nation, literally a different people, set apart for God and his 
purposes having a heavenly citizenship and a heavenly calling.  This world is not our 
home, which is why Peter concludes his reminder of our identity in Christ with this most 
personal and precious reality, “You are,” he said, “a people belonging to God.”   
 
Christians are people of infinite worth because they belong to God.  How is it that we 
belong to God?  Well, first of all we belong to God by creation.  In saying that, I want us 
to understand that does not mean we are all children of God.  You don’t become a child 
of God until you are born again into God’s family.  We all belong to God by creation in 
the sense that he stamped his image upon our lives.  We are made in his likeness, and 
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there have intrinsic value by being human.  And we belong to God by adoption.  God 
made us in his image but lost us to sin.  He had to buy us back at great price.  
Christians belong to God first of all by creation.   
 
If you go back to the beginning, the very beginning in the book of Genesis in Chapter 1, 
as God begins to unfold the story of creation, you begin to see the unique place of man 
in all of it.  And when you come to Genesis Chapter 1 verse 26, Moses tells us what 
God revealed to him: 
 

26Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of 
the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all 
the creatures that move along the ground.”  
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created them;  
male and female he created them.  

 
Humans are of infinite value because they are made in God’s image and belong to him 
by creation, but humans are being devalued by the lie of evolution.  I don’t know if you 
remember the case a few years ago of a tropical fish owner who left his fish alone for 
several days while he went on vacation.  When he returned he was arrested.  His 
crime?  Cruelty to animals.  Apparently a neighbor who is an animal rights activist filed a 
complaint that leaving fish unattended for several days “violated their rights [murmuring] 
and constituted criminal neglect.” Is this an isolated occurrence of an unfortunate 
vacationer victimized by the radical views of a wacko neighbor?  Hardly.   
 
I don’t know if you remember the story that appeared in the paper just a few years ago 
from our own Central Valley in California -- the farmer who was arrested for plowing 
over some toads in his field.  The farmer testified that he didn’t even know the toads 
were there.  He was simply plowing his field as they had done for generations.   
 
A vacationer arrested for a criminal offense of leaving his fish.  A farmer arrested for 
plowing over some toads he didn’t know were there as he cleared his field as they had 
done for generations.  Why are these seemingly nonsensical things happening in 
greater numbers?  Because radical animal rights, activism, and radical environ-
mentalism has their origins in something called “radical naturalism.”  Radical naturalism 
is born out of the lie of evolution.  Naturalism is a philosophy and a belief that there is no 
god but nature itself, so then earth is our mother -- that’s where that comes from -- the 
rivers, trees, and toads are our brothers and sisters, and, therefore, humans have no 
more rights than a fish, a toad, or a water lily.  I don’t know if you’ve ever seen the 
animated Disney film Pocahontas.  Not only is it historically bogus, but it is a feature film 
for naturalism.  Nature is god.  The trees and the rivers are our brothers. 
 
Chuck Colson and his book A Dangerous Grace, quoted from Ingrid Newkirk, then a 
spokesperson for PETA, the people for the ethical treatment of animals, who made a 
rather disgusting comparison actually, comparing the holocaust of Jews in Nazi, 
Germany to the slaughter of chickens for use on America’s dinner tables.  Listen to what 
Ingrid Newkirk said.  This is a quote, “Six million Jews died in concentration camps, but 
six billion boiler chickens will die here in slaughterhouses.”   
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Chuck Colson went on to say in his book, “Comparisons like this are meant to make us 
more sensitive to the plight of chickens and cows, but what they really do is trivialize evil 
committed against humans.  The haunting danger is that when humans are put on the 
same level as animals, we may begin treating them as animals.” 
 
Charles Oliver of Reason magazine, a libertarian publication, put it well.  He said, “By 
placing chickens and Jews on the same ethical plane,” he warns, “animal rights activists 
may inadvertently make it easier for a future Hitler to herd millions of humans into gas 
chambers.”  You hear what he’s saying?  “If human beings continue to be devalued and 
put on the same plane as chickens, it makes it easier for a future Hitler to morally justify 
exterminating millions of human beings who do not fit with his idealogical views.”   
 
Chuck Colson went on to say, “Oliver is right.  As Christians we have a moral duty to 
respect the animal world as God’s handiwork, but respect for animals is completely 
different from rights for animals, and we should never confuse the two.” 
 
PETA’s Ingrid Newkirk said openly that the animal rights movement is at great odds with 
Christianity.  She denounces Christian teaching as Supremacist because it confers 
special moral status on human life.  In her view, humans are merely a part of nature, 
nothing more.   
 
“Ultimately,” Colson said, “that is the question we all have to answer.  Are we made in 
the image of God or is there really no difference between a child and a chicken?”   
 
That’s why God made it abundantly clear that we are not evolved, we are created.  It’s a 
message that many today do not want you to hear or to believe.  When God unfolded 
for us the very anchor of our human existence, he made it clear to Moses that we were 
not evolved but made in his image.  Genesis 1:26:  
 

26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them 
rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all 
the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created them;  
male and female he created them.  

 
Made in his image.  Made in his likeness.  The words “image” and “likeness” are 
Hebrew expressions meaning “An original after which a thing is patterned.”  So, in other 
words, God made humanity to be unlike any other creature upon the face of the earth.  
He made us in his image and likeness, meaning he built into us a mind like his; he gave 
us a capacity for emotion, and he gave us a will that can choose and that can act.  We 
were made to know God.  We were given a life spirit to be joined eternally with God.  
We were given godly attributes to carry out a godly purpose.  What was that purpose?  
Well, it starts with making man to rule over the earth, to be a steward of it.  Man was not 
made for the earth.  Earth was made for man.  Man was not made to serve the earth.  
Earth was made to serve man.  We are not to worship the earth.  We are to care for it.  
It is the planet we inhabit by the grace of God until he calls us to our future heavenly 
home.   
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We ought to be good environmentalists in the sense that we take care of what is.  But 
we don’t serve creation, and we don’t worship it.  We were called to rule over the fish of 
the sea, the birds of the air, the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures 
that move along the ground.   
 
Peter tells us also that we were created by God and brought to know Christ so that we 
may “declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 
 
If you are a Christian today and anybody tries to convince you that your earth is your 
mother or a monkey is your uncle [chuckling], don’t you believe it.  That is the product of 
an evolutionary lie which has led to a naturalism, to try to reduce humanity to a place of 
no greater value than a tree or a toad.  You belong to God.  You are wanted by him, 
created by him, and stamped with his image as a human being.  You are unique in all 
creation, and you are more valuable to God than anything else on earth.  And not only 
belonging by creation but Christians belong to God by adoption. 
 
If you go back in your New Testament a ways to the book of Ephesians, we go back to 
one of the great books of applied Christianity ever written.  To a very strategic church, 
Paul unfolds the real meaning of the Christian life and our essential value as human 
beings and how God adopted us at great cost because though we were his by creation 
and the fact that we are stamped with his image, we do not yet become God’s children 
who are part of his family, and God has adopted us into his family.  Here’s the way Paul 
put it in Ephesians 1:3: 
 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in 
him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 
5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in 
accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, 
which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s 
grace 8 that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 

 
On Father’s Day, I mentioned to all of you again that I’ve never known my real dad.  He 
abandoned my mother and I somewhere in New York state.  When we were [I was] born 
he never came back. I’ve never even seen a picture of him.  When I was almost 2, I 
found out, my mother met and married a man named Ivan Adams, a man who wanted 
not only my mother but he wanted me.  To the one man I wasn’t worth even sticking 
around to see; to the other he took me in.  He gave me his name and called me his son. 
One of the reasons that being a Christian means so much to me is that I’ve come to 
learn that God is my father and has done the same thing for me on a much greater 
scale.  God adopted me, took me into his family.  He gave me his name. He calls me his 
son.  Christians are children of God, adopted to be his sons, which is why Paul told the 
Ephesian church in Chapter 1:4: 
 

4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 
blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons 
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of 
his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 
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He adopted us.  The word “adopted” means “placing a son.”  We will see the 
significance of that in a moment.  In other words, it’s giving place in a family relationship 
to one to whom it does not naturally belong.  God predestined us to be adopted as his 
sons according to his pleasure and will, and it wasn’t like we were such a great bargain.  
All of us have sinned and fall short of his glory.  All of us, because of sin, we’re living in 
rebellion against him.  The adoption price for us would be steep, very steep.  In order to 
have me, in order to have you, God would have to give up his natural son.  He would 
have to sacrifice him.  So what Paul is telling the Ephesian church is, “Don’t forget this.  
As a Christian then, know that before the world was ever made, God chose to adopt 
you.  He predestined that it would happen. That’s why you are a Christian today, and 
you can wrestle with that however you like, but before the world was made God chose 
you knowing that that choice would one day cost him his son.”  Paul said, “He chose us 
anyway.  No one made him do it.”  The prophet Isaiah tells us that he was pleased to do 
it.  Not in an enjoyous kind of way, but he wanted us, and that was the only way.  So he 
willed to do it “according to his pleasure and will.” 
 
I can’t even begin to imagine the sacrifice that that takes.  And when I think about that, 
just getting to go to heaven is enough of a reward; more than I deserve.  And I’ll be 
honest, I’d be willing -- I’d be thrilled to be the lowest slave in God’s household and 
praise him for eternity for that privilege.  But God said, “I’ve made you my son.”  The 
significance of that statement can never be overstated.   
 
People think it today rather sexist that it doesn’t say “sons and daughters.”  I’m glad it 
doesn’t because what he did say was more inclusive, more powerful, and more 
meaningful than any other expression he could have made. You see, when God says, 
“I’ve adopted you as sons,” you need to understand in the context of God and the New 
Testament to be given the rights of a son meant that you were given the rights of all the 
privilege of the natural son. So if you are a man or a woman or a slave in a household, 
when that father decided to give you the rights of sonship, adopting you as his son, 
regardless if you were male or female, Jew or Gentile, slave or free, young or old, you 
got all the rights and privileges of the father’s natural son.  My father’s natural son is 
Jesus Christ, and I, along with you as believers, have been given every right and 
privilege afforded to Jesus for eternity!  No wonder Paul said, “Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ.”  That’s what our father has done for us!  [applause]   
 
You belong to God, and that comes with great privilege which is why Paul told the 
Roman church in Romans 8 verse 17, “Now if we are God’s children then we are heirs 
and co-heirs with Christ.”  We have been given his name.  We have been given his 
inheritance. We have been given his authority.  We have been given his life, and we 
have been given eternal relationship with his Father.  No wonder Paul wrote to the early 
believers at the church at Corinth in 1 Corinthians 2 verses 9-10, “No eye has seen,  
no ear has heard, no human mind has conceived of what God has prepared for those 
who love him.” 
 
I don’t know what all your family relationships have been like in the past or even what 
they’re like right now, but if you’re a Christian today I can tell you your real family has 
God as your father and every Christian as your brother and sister.  And we’re all 
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reminded that he loves us, paid a great price for us, and he has predestined that we be 
adopted as his children with all the rights and eternal privileges of his one and only 
eternal son Jesus Christ.  That’s who you are.  That’s what it means to belong to God.  
So when you hear people telling you, “There’s no God.” 
 
You say, “What!  No God!  There is a God.  He made me.  He bought me.  He’s my dad, 
and I have the privilege of belonging to him forever.”  That’s what it means to be a 
Christian.   
 
Once I was traveling from New England to Texas.  I was in my 20s.  I was on my way to 
help with the start of a new Tandy company, the RadioShack people.  I was going to live 
in Fort Worth, so on my way down I found myself driving through Tennessee.  Being a 
history buff it always can take our family a little longer to get where we’re going when 
I’m driving because I want to stop and see all of these things, ha-ha.  Even if we’ve 
seen them before, “Dad, we’ve already seen this.”   
 
“Yeah, I know.  But I might have missed something, so let’s stop again”  [chuckling] 
 
As I was driving through Tennessee, I saw the sign for the Hermitage.  It’s the 
Tennessee home of our 7th president Andrew Jackson.  I pulled in and walked the 
grounds.  It’s a fabulous place.  The house is beautiful.  The grounds are fabulous to 
walk around, but what I remember most and what struck me the most was in the house 
there was a very prominently displayed glass case, maybe just a little bit bigger than 
this podium (approx. 1-1/2 ft square).  It was secure.  It was environmentally sealed, 
and it was alarmed.  I thought, “Man, what’s in there.”  So I looked over the edge into 
the case. You know what was in there?  A pencil, a piece of paper with a little scribble 
on it, an old bent pair of eyeglasses, there were several buttons, and down in the corner 
there was a lock of hair.   
 
Now any of us coming upon that stuff in a box in our attic would say, “Eww, what is this 
junk?”  And it’s out the door.  We would not build a specially designed, environmentally 
sealed glass case that was alarmed and protected.  So what was so important about 
that junk in the case that made it so valuable? It belonged to Andrew Jackson, some of 
the personal effects of our 7th president that still remain.  Valued not because of what 
they bore in and of themselves but because of who they belonged to.   
 
What is it that makes you?  What the world sometimes would call a problem, 
dispensable.  No more valuable than a tree or rock or river.  What is it that makes you 
so valuable when the world says we’re not?  It’s because of whom we belong to.  We 
belong to God.  He created us, stamped us with his image, his mind, his will, his 
emotion.  We are the reflection of him.  We are to know him and to make him known.  
And we were adopted by him at great cost, not just brought into the privilege of his 
family but made his very own sons with all the rights and privilege of Jesus himself. 
 
Why did God choose us?  Why did he make us a royal priesthood?  Why did he set us 
apart as a holy nation?  Why is he pleased to call us a people belonging to him?  Peter 
reminded these Christians, “All that stuff you’re going through, it’s for a purpose - that 
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of that darkness into his 
wonderful light. Once you were not a people but now you are. You are the people of 
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God.  Once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”  So what 
did Peter tell them?  “Yes, you’re going through hard times, but remember this, you’re 
more valuable to God than you can possibly imagine, so live according to your new 
identity.” 
 
Craig Barnes is an author, was a pastor -- I’m not sure if he still is -- pastor of the 
National Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C.  On line I found an excerpt of a 
sermon he once preached called, “The Blessed Trinity,” and in it he was telling about a 
child that his father brought home one day.  He said: 
 

When I was a child, my minister father brought home a 12-year-old boy named 
Roger whose parents had died from a drug overdose.  There was no one to care 
for Roger, so my folks decided they would just raise him as if he were one of their 
own sons.  At first it was quite difficult for Roger to adjust to his new home, to his 
new identity.  An environment free of heroin-addicted adults was not easy for him 
to get used to.  Every day, several times a day I heard my parents saying to 
Roger, “No, no, that’s not how we behave in this family.”  “No, no, you don’t have 
to scream or fight or hurt other people to get what you want.”  “No, no, Roger.  
We expect you to respect in this family.”  And in time Roger began to change.   

 
Now did Roger have to make all those changes in order to become a part of the 
family?  No.  He was made a part of the family simply by the grace of my father, 
but did he then have to do a lot of hard work because he was in the family? You 
bet he did.  It was tough for him to change, and he had to work at it.  But he was 
motivated by gratitude for the incredible love he had received.   
 

And then Craig Barnes asked, “Do you have a lot of hard work to do now that the Spirit 
has adopted you into God’s family?”  Certainly.  But not in order to become a son or 
daughter of the heavenly father.  No, you make those changes because you are a son 
or a daughter.   
 
And every time you start to revert back to the old addictions, to sin, the Holy Spirit will 
come and say to you, “No, no, that’s not how we act in this family.  The Father has 
adopted you. You have a new identity.”  You see, that’s why now we understand why 
Peter closed this section in 1 Peter 2:11 this way:  
 

11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from 
sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

 
God is coming to earth again in the person of his son.  All of God’s glory will be 
revealed.  And how will the world recognize that glory?  Because when God’s adopted 
kids are living true to their new identity, they will recognize God’s coming because they 
will have seen the glory of the Father in us.  That’s what it means to be a Christian. 
 

Father, I want to thank you today for the privilege of calling and the challenge of 
this.  Help us each day to live, not with pride or arrogance, but with deep 
gratitude for this new identity which we have been given.  We are a chosen 
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people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God that we may 
declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness into his wonderful light.  
Lord, would you help us each day to remember this identity that all of us share as 
believers.  Would you help us to live true to that identity to be able to declare 
your praises to a lost and hurting world that they may recognize your glory and 
come to the Father who created them?  We thank you, God, for this privilege, 
and we thank you for our identity. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


