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The Triad of Strength:  Faith, Love, Hope

Pastor Larry Adams
 
You know, introducing a new book takes time.  I’m going to try my best to get us out 
on time today but no guarantees. It probably takes some good editing along the way 
by God to cut a bit out of this sermon.  I was thinking this morning about the pastor I 
heard about who went to preach one Sunday, and his face had a big Band-Aid on it.  
Someone asked him, “What happened to you?”
 
He said, “Well, I was shaving this morning thinking about my sermon and I cut my face.”  
 
After the sermon was over, that same guy came back and he said, “Pastor, let me give 
you a tip.  Next time think about your shaving and cut your sermon!”  Well, I hope it 
won’t be one of those cases today.
 
You know, I am not a pessimist.  I am not a gloom and doom kind of guy.  I have such 
great optimism, hope, I believe in the Lord Jesus. I’m going to live forever.  Imagine 
that!  I’m never gonna know what it’s like to die. My body will shut down some day, but 
I won’t know it.  I’ll be out of here so fast.  I’ll be with Jesus forever, and I don’t have 
to worry about any of those things.  But I want you to understand I’m a realist.  Things 
are not good in the world.  They’re getting worse for a reason.  I don’t know if these 
are the last days, but they’re beginning to look a lot like them.  I don’t know what things 
are going to be coming exactly, but God said it may not be easy, we need to stand 
strong, and we need to live ready. We cannot afford to be living in complacency. It was 
a message that Paul communicated to this church at Thessalonica, a church we’re 
going to get introduced to today, one of the great churches of the New Testament.  
A message more relevant to our day could not be given.  It’s a message about 
standing strong and living ready.  Here’s how Paul begins this letter to the church at 
Thessalonica:
 

1 Paul, Silas and Timothy, 
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace and peace to you. 
2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. 3 We 
continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, 
your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our 
gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy 
Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your 
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sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, in spite of severe suffering.  
You welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you 
became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s 
message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God 
has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about 
it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us 
from the coming wrath. 

 
Let’s pray for a moment.
 
Father, I want to thank you for the church. Not just this church but for the church of 
Jesus Christ made up of every believer past, present, and future who calls on the name 
of the Lord who lives strong and ready, who looks forward to your coming, and who 
sees every day as an opportunity to worship you, to serve you, and to know you.  And 
I want to thank you for this local body called Golden Hills.  Thank you for all of our 
church family at the Antioch campus.  Thank you, God, for all of our church family here 
in Brentwood.  Thank you, God, for all of the ministry that is going on through this body 
around the world.  I pray today, God, that as we begin this study together, we won’t 
just hear it, we will live it, and you’ll use this to wake us up, to change what we see and 
what we hear.  Help us to know what we believe that we may truly be a people standing 
strong and living ready, and we’ll thank you.  In your precious name, Amen.
 
It was December of 1978.  I was in Memphis, Tennessee at the time on business for 
my company. The firm I was visiting was having their annual Christmas party the next 
night.  A couple of the guys who worked there asked if I would be willing to escort their 
receptionist, Robin, so that she wouldn’t have to go alone. Thinking it might be a good 
idea to ask her what she thought about it.  I went and said, “Would you like to go?”  And 
she agreed.  I picked her up. We went to this really fancy hotel somewhere in Memphis 
at a restaurant on the top of one of those buildings, and as we were waiting for dinner I 
asked her if she would like something to drink.  She ordered a cocktail; I had ginger ale.  
And when I came back she asked me why I wasn’t drinking alcohol.  I said to her, “Well, 
I’ve given it up.”  
 
Which always leads to the next question, “Why?”
 
And I said to her, “Well, there is somebody I love very much, and I believe they would 
prefer that I didn’t do it.”
 
“Oh,” she said, “Are you married?”
 
I said, “No, I’m not married.”
 
“Do you have a girlfriend?”
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“No, I don’t have a girlfriend.”  I said, “Robin, I’m a Christian.  I love Jesus, and while 
some Christians may have freedom to drink, I believe God has asked me not to.  I 
love him.  It’s no sacrifice.”  I remember her sitting there on that sofa right outside the 
restaurant for the longest time saying nothing. 
 
Then she looked up at me and said, “Larry, I’m a Christian too, but I haven’t been living 
for Jesus.  Could we talk?”  After dinner we left early, and I drove her home.  We got 
out our Bibles and for the next couple of hours we talked, we read the scriptures, and 
we prayed. Robin really committed her heart to the Lord.  When I left I told her to get 
involved in a good church, to get around some good Christians and start living for Jesus 
and serve the Lord.  
 
I didn’t hear from her for the longest time, and then months later I got a card thanking 
me for that evening where she told me she had kept her commitment.  She had gotten 
involved in a good church.  She had been growing, and she was serving the Lord. 
She said, “In fact I thought you might like to know, right now I’m being trained to be a 
chaplain to minister to women in the Tennessee State Prisons.”  I wrote back to her to 
tell her how overjoyed I was to hear that she was standing strong with Jesus and living 
ready serving the Lord.
 
You know, when you invest a little in someone’s spiritual life and then you leave, you 
wonder how they’re doing.  It’s a joy to hear that they are growing and serving the Lord.  
If you love Jesus you can’t have anything but joy to hear that people are loving him and 
serving him with all of their hearts.  And who knows how many other lives are gonna be 
impacted by their work.  
 
In a similar way, that’s what the Apostle Paul was going through with a group of new 
Christians he had left in Thessalonica.  He had invested in their lives for a short time, 
and he had to leave rather suddenly.   Later on he sent Timothy to check how they were 
doing.  When he got word that they were growing and serving the Lord, he wrote back 
to encourage them to stay strong and to live ready.  In fact, you might call the theme 
of the book in I Thessalonians 3:13, “May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be 
blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when the Lord Jesus comes 
with all his holy ones.”  “Stand strong, live ready,” he told them. It’s a timeless message 
for all of us.  
 
This little book of five chapters is tucked away like a gem in the New Testament.  
Thessalonians is one of the great churches founded by Paul along with Luke, Timothy, 
and Silas while on Paul’s second missionary journey in A.D. 49.  Paul wanted to go 
south, you remember?  He wanted to go into Asia Minor, but he said the Holy Spirit 
stopped him.  Then he tried to go north into the Province of Bithynia, but the Holy Spirit 
stopped him.  So the only way he could go was go backwards.  He wasn’t going to 
do so.  He headed west.  He went as far as he could on the Asian province, and he 
ended up in a little town called Troas.  It was there that he got what was called The 
Macedonian Vision.  He got a vision of a man across the waters beckoning him to come 
with the gospel.  He took a two day boat ride arriving at the village of Necropolis on the 
coast. The gospel had now come to Europe for the very first time.  
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Paul decides to go north about ten miles, a day’s walk, to the village of Philippi.  There 
he founds a church in the home of a local businesswoman by the name of Lydia.  There 
in that nucleus of a church, ministry begins to happen in Philippi, but it was not easy.  
You remember, Paul encounters a slave girl who was making money for her owners by 
fortune telling. Paul cast the demons out, and you remember what happened.  He and 
Silas got arrested. They are thrown in jail and miraculously delivered that night after 
singing hymns to praise to God.  
 
When they left Philippi he decided he was going to travel to the west.  He heads west 
on the Ignatian Way, the primary Roman road running east and west across the empire, 
and he travels 100 miles, five days journey, arriving at the major city of Thessalonica.  
At that time in Paul’s day it was a city of 200,000 people, no small village.  It was 
founded in 315 B.C. by the Macedonian general Cassander, and he named the city after 
the step-sister or half-sister of Alexander the Great.  The city had a good natural harbor.  
It was a crossroads of the Roman Empire.  There was a lot of Jewish and merchant 
trade, and there was also a synagog where Jews gathered every Sabbath to read the 
word of God.  
 
Paul figured it was a perfect place to preach, share the gospel, and to establish a 
church.  So for the next three Saturdays he preached in the synagog proving from the 
Old Testament that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah.  He was met with unusually harsh 
resistance and was forced to leave immediately.  Now, whether he was forced to leave 
the synagog immediately or forced to leave Thessalonica immediately isn’t sure.  He 
probably stuck around outside the synagog for a short time until he had to go, but he 
left a fledgling church which he “couldn’t help but wonder every day,” he said, “how they 
were doing.”  He longed to hear from them.  
 
Unbeknownst to Paul, within three months that small group had become a sizeable 
and healthy church which made the local Jews jealous, so they began a series of 
riots to disturb the peace blaming the Christians and taking legal action against them.  
Persecution developed.  Things got hard for that young group of believers.  Some of 
them were even being killed for their stand for Jesus.  Not knowing the state of the 
church, Paul sends Timothy back to find out.
 
I want to ask you today, what would expect the state of the church to be?  Here is 
a young, fledgling church that may have only had leadership for as short as three 
weeks.  Paul, their leader, leaves along with others.  Here is a church that has very little 
leadership.  Most people have only known the Lord a short time. They don’t have Bibles 
like we have.  They have the Holy Spirit, they have each other, and they have the words 
to hang on that Paul gave them. Now they are undergoing severe hardship.  People 
are persecuting them, and they are dying for their stand for their faith.  What would you 
expect when Paul sends Timothy back to find out about this church?  You would expect 
them to be disbanded.  You would expect them to be discouraged.  
 
You would expect them to say, “We didn’t sign up for this.  We don’t have any leaders. 
It was easier before we were Christians.  This thing called ‘church’ isn’t what it was 
cracked up to be.  We’re out of here.”  You would have expected them to find no church 
at all.  People, let’s be honest.  We have churches today with strong leaders, massive 
resources, the latest technology, freedom to worship, who don’t grow, don’t serve, don’t 
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get involved, don’t move the kingdom, don’t stand for God.  The fact of the matter is you 
would have expected this church to have folded up and blown away with those kinds of 
circumstances.  
 
But Timothy reports back, “Paul, they’re growing.  They’re standing strong.  They’re 
looking to Jesus.  They’re filled with the Holy Spirit.  They’re preaching the word.  
In fact, not only that, but they’re spreading the gospel all over the province.  Their 
testimony is going out to the whole Roman world.” So Paul writes back to express his 
joy to let them know he didn’t want to have to leave.  He didn’t want his time with them 
to be short, but now he knows the effort he invested was not fruitless.  
 
Somebody accused him of leaving because he only wanted their money.  Paul writes 
back and said, “I don’t want your money.  You remember how we lived among you the 
whole time.  We didn’t ask for a thing.”  
 
The church Paul writes to, he writes to encourage them to stay strong and to live ready 
for the Lord’s return. It is a message for all Christians today on how to live strong and to 
live ready no matter how strong the opposition or how strong the circumstances.  And 
in these opening words in this letter we see the source and reason for their strength. 
Christians stand strong and live ready when they have faith, love, and hope that is real.  
And how do you know when your faith, love, and hope are real?  You know it by what 
they produce.  Paul said, “We have heard much about your work produced by faith, your 
labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Real faith produces real work for Christ.  Verse 2, “We always thank God for all of you, 
mentioning you in our prayers. 3 We continually remember before our God and Father 
your work produced by faith.”  Real faith produces real evidence, especially in hard 
times.  
 
I was reading an article this last week written by Ian Leitch from a book called Life 
Before Death: A Restored, Regenerated, and Renewed Life.  I saw this on-line at a site 
I use called PreachingToday.com.  It had been submitted by Marshall Shelley the chief 
editor of Leadership Journal.  Here’s what Ian Leitch said:
 

A businessman asked me if I would speak to his staff, and I readily accepted.  
One of his staff asked me if we could talk privately.  She said, “Ian, when I 
was 22 I was in a serious car accident, and my boyfriend was killed.  I’ve gone 
through a lot of surgery, and I am now doing well.  But when that happened I lost 
my faith.”  
 
What do you say to someone like that?  What do you say to someone who 
says, “I lost my faith in the eternal God and his son Jesus Christ.”
 
Well, I prayed and I said as kindly as I could, “You know, when they built the 
ships the Queen Mary, the Queen Elizabeth, and the QE2, they didn’t test them 
in dry dock.  They didn’t leave them in dry dock and get big hoses on them to 
see if they would leak.  The got those ships out into the open ocean to put them 
through sea trials.  These trials were not intended to sink the ship.  These trials 
were to prove that the ship was seaworthy.  The only way you can know whether 

 

Page 5 of 13



your faith is real or not is when the pressures of life come, when you go through 
trials.  Then you know if you’re seaworthy or not.  Can I ask you honestly, did you 
lose your faith--or in those trials did you really only discover you had none?”
 
She said, “Ian, I guess you’re right.  I had none.”

 
We can probably all relate and sympathize with this girl’s story.  Trials can shake us up.  
God is not asking us to put on plastic smiles and pretend to be Pollyannas.  Life hurts 
sometimes, but Ian Leitch was right.  Real faith isn’t lost in trials, it only gets stronger.  
That’s what was happening in the church at Thessalonica.  The people in the midst of 
their trials were getting stronger in their faith.  
 
“We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith.”  
The phrase is literally “your work of faith.”  It’s a word that focuses on what faith does.  
The work for Christ is evidence that your faith is real.  In other words, as you go through 
the trial with God and your faith continues to get stronger, it produces the work of faith 
giving evidence that your faith is real.  It is a work produced for Christ by Christ because 
we believe in Christ.  
 
In the context of 1 Thessalonians, these works can refer to direct missionary work.  You 
remember in verse 8, “The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia 
and Achaia—but your faith has become known everywhere.” It was seen in acts of 
goodness towards others.  
 
In 1 Thessalonians Chapter 4, later on, we’ll see in verse 9 about how their love for 
others and their service to others went out across the kingdom, but it was also seen 
in their loyalty to Christ, especially in the face of severe persecution.  Verse 6, “You 
became imitators of us and of the Lord, in spite of severe suffering.  You welcomed the 
message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.”  
 
Paul says elsewhere that this work produced by faith is the essential fruit of the 
believing life.  We were created for this.  You remember in Ephesians 2 verse 10 Paul 
said, “For we are God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus to do good works which 
God prepared in advance for us to do.”  God wants these works produced by this faith 
to be evident for all to see and to bring glory to his name.  In fact, the Apostle James 
said that to profess faith and not see the works that faith produces probably indicates 
your faith is not real, it’s dead.  James 2:14, the Lord’s brother said:
 

What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds?  
Can such faith save him?  15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and 
daily food.  16If one of you says to him, ‘Go, I wish you well.  Keep warm and well 
fed,’ but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  17In the same 
way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  
18But someone will say, ‘You have faith.  I have deeds.’  
Show me your faith without deeds and I will show you my faith by what I do.  
19You believe that there is one God?  ! Even the demons believe that—and 
shudder . . .
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Verse 26:

As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.  
 
People, this is why so many people can profess faith in Christ yet their lives produce so 
little or nothing for Christ.  They profess faith in some intellectual sense, but it is not real 
or operational in their lives.  It produces nothing.  Even demons believe in Jesus.  Boy, 
do they ever.  But they have no saving works that produce something for Christ.  People 
who say they follow Jesus but do not have the works evident of their faith are either 
not saved or, as Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 3, they are saved but they have nothing 
to offer to Jesus.  In fact, in one of the more profoundly compelling images in the New 
Testament, Paul said in 1 Corinthians 3:10: 
 

By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder and 
some else is building on it.  But each one should be careful how he builds.  11For 
no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.  

 
So there’s one foundation.  
 

12If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, or wood, 
hay or straw, 13 his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring 
it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each 
man’s work. 14 If what has been built survives, he will receive his reward. 15 If 
it is burned up, he will suffer loss.  He himself will be saved—but only as one 
escaping through the flames. 

 
You see that image?  First of all there is no assurance to anyone’s faith who says, “I 
believe” but has no works to show it.  “You may be well saved enough,” Paul wrote.  But 
if you get to heaven you will be like one “escaping through the flames.”  
 
Personally I don’t ever want to get to heaven and stand before the Lord and say, “You 
know what, I didn’t do anything with what you did for me.”  But some people are going to 
do that, or they’re going to discover they weren’t saved at all.  When your faith isn’t real, 
your life produces little or nothing by way of works for God.  But if your faith is real, if a 
church is filled with people whose faith is real, it will produce a work for God that will be 
a testimony now and forever.  And not only works produced by faith, real love prompts 
real labor with Christ.  “We continually remember before our God and Father your work 
produced by faith, your labor prompted by love.”
 
I came across this week an article that first appeared in Today’s Christian Magazine.  
It was about an army corporal named Jacob Deshazer who, on April 18, 1942, was 
aboard a bomber. His pilot was Lieutenant William Farrow along with a co-pilot, 
navigator, and rear gunner.  Their mission was to bomb Tokyo and the surrounding 
cities in WWII.  When the mission was accomplished, they were to land at a designated 
spot and reconnoiter with those who are there to get them safely home.  Somehow they 
lost communication.  They had no idea where to go, so running low on fuel they landed 
at the first available spot they could.  They were taken prisoner immediately by ten 
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Japanese soldiers who met them on the ground.  Though their lives were spared, he 
said he was tortured ruthlessly before being placed in the solitary confinement in a filthy 
prison camp.  
 
Deshazer remained in captivity for almost two years struggling with starvation and 
illness.  When fellow soldiers began dying of dysentery, the Japanese improved their 
situation slightly.  They gave them a little better food ration, and they allowed them to 
have reading material including one Bible.  Because there was only Bible, Deshazer 
had to wait six months to get his turn with it.  Finally when his turn came, Deshazer 
read the scriptures over and over and over again, memorizing large portions.  Though 
raised a Christian, raised in a Christian home he had never accepted Christ as his 
Savior.  And while reading Romans 10:9 that everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord or professes Christ would be saved, he committed his heart to Christ and became 
a Christian.  Immediately he realized this demanded changes in his life both while in 
prison camp and beyond should he ever be released. 
 
In a book written by Elsie J. Larson, From Bombs to Something More Powerful, she 
shares about Deshazer’s testimony.  
 

Bad habits and attitudes don’t just go away when a person accepts Christ.  One 
day after the exercise period, Deshazer’s guard hurried him toward his cell, 
shoved him inside, slamming the door on Deshazer’s foot.  Instead of opening 
the door, the guard kicked the prisoner’s foot with his hobnailed boots.  Deshazer 
desperately pushed the door until he could free his foot.  His mind blazed with 
rage; however, Jesus’ words came to him right at that moment, “Love your 
enemies.  Bless them that curse you.  Do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which desperately despise you.”  He nursed his wounds and called upon 
God to help him to love his captors.  
 
The next morning was the test.  Deshazer greeted the guard respectfully in 
Japanese.  The guard gave him a puzzled look, thought he was crazy, and said 
nothing.  Every morning the prisoner offered friendly greetings and received no 
response. Then one morning the guard walked straight to his cell and began 
speaking to him through the door.  He was smiling.  Deshazer began to ask this 
man about his family.  He began ministering to him.  The guard started treating 
him with respect and kindness.  Once he even brought him a boiled sweet 
potato.  Another time he slipped Deshazer some figs and some candy. 

 
A year after his conversion in June 1945, they were all transferred to another 
prison camp near Beijing then at the time called Peking.  Conditions were worse.  
He nearly died of starvation and disease, but Deshazer said he grew stronger in 
his faith.  Every day his joy was meeting with God in that cell.  

 
On August 6, 1945, the day after the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, 
God in a prayer spoke to Deshazer.  He said, “The war will soon be over.”  
Immediately he wondered what would happen to the Japanese people, so he 
cried out to God, and God gave him the answer. “You will eventually return to 
Japan and teach them about the Savior.”  
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In 1948 he and his wife, Florence, returned to Japan as missionaries.  Army 
chaplains had produced a little tract about Deshazer’s life called I Was a 
Prisoner of the Japanese, and wherever Deshazer spoke in Japan, thousands 
of Japanese citizens would show up.  They were totally amazed and wanting to 
meet the man who could forgive his enemies.  
 
He prayed and fasted for 40 days praying for the salvation of the Japanese.  
When his fast ended, a man came to his home and introduced himself.  His 
name was Mitsuo Fushita, a flight commander of the 360 planes that attacked 
Pearl Harbor.  After reading Deshazer’s testimony, Fushita had purchased a 
New Testament.  He had read it and accepted Christ as his Savior.  Deshazer 
welcomed him as a brother and counseled him to be baptized.  Within a short 
time, Fushita became an evangelist.  He began preaching the word in Japan and 
all over the world.  

 
In 1959 Deshazer and his wife moved permanently to Japan to establish a 
church in the very city he had gone to bomb that night from the plane.  For 30 
years he and his wife loved the very people they once tried to kill and found great 
joy in seeing many of them come to follow Jesus.  

 
What prompts a man to give the rest of his life to the very people who imprisoned him, 
tortured him, abused him, and nearly starved him to death for all those years?  There’s 
only one thing that can do that--it’s the love of God.  It’s a labor prompted by that love.  
That’s what the Thessalonian church was being strengthened by, “a labor prompted by 
love.”
 
Paul said, “He constantly remembered their labor prompted by love.”  The word “labor” 
literally means “a striking or a beating.”  Interesting word.  It’s the idea of a toil and 
a labor arising out of a continual affect and out of a continual effort.  This love is not 
easy.  It’s like driving a horse or whipping it to get it to go.  It’s the idea of you driving 
yourself, but it’s not you driving you--it’s the love of Christ in you driving you to do things 
that on your own you would never do.  That’s what the Thessalonians were known for, 
this “labor prompted by love.”
 
This word “love” is “agape.”  It’s the unconditional love of God.  It’s a phrase that literally 
means “it’s a labor of love that mark their lives.”  It was seen sometimes in generous 
acts of giving to sustain the spread of the gospel.  They loved the people around them 
so much they made sure there would be enough missionaries and enough people going 
out to hear the word.  They saw it in the way they were helping the sick and helping 
the dying.  Imagine.  Loving the people who are killing your family members.  They 
were feeding the hungry, but it was always seen in their intense devotion to sharing the 
gospel with people, even despite severe persecution.  
 
You see, this kind of love is the distinguishing mark of being a Christian.  Jesus 
said, “They will know you are Christians by your love.”  We are to love one another.  It’s 
hard enough for us to love our fellow brothers and sisters.  We are to love one another.  
Not with some kind of sick, enabling love.  We sometimes have to confront and do hard 
things, but we are willing to serve them and give our lives for them and come alongside 
for them.  That’s what’s to stand out about the church.  We are to love an unbelieving 
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world.  We are to care enough to reach outside these walls and to touch the hearts of 
people who need to hear the gospel.  But the thing that really sets this love apart is that 
you love your enemies - that’s what they were known for.
 
Remember when Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5:43:
 

You have heard that it was said, “Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.”  
44But I tell you love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you 45that 
you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil 
and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love 
those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 
doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.

 
Finished.  Complete.  In other words, “Love like God loves.”
 
When the love of Christ prompts this kind of extraordinary labor, it strengthens the 
church not only within but in its testimony to an unbelieving world.  Not only work 
produced by faith and labor prompted by love, but real hope inspires real endurance 
in Christ.  “We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced 
by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”
 
Many of you know, I’ve said before, I was led to the Lord by Ken Hutcherson who is 
now a pastor in Kirkland, Washington -- former player in the NFL.  Ken and I are friends.  
He has been a mentor to me through the years.  Some of you know he has been going 
through a severe battle with cancer.  He should have been dead.  Doctors told him that, 
but he’s still alive.  I talked to him just a week or so ago.  Amazing strength in his voice. 
He is back preaching in the pulpit,  It’s amazing what God is doing to sustain this man.  
 
In 2010 he wrote a book about his experience called Hope is Contagious.  When he 
finished the book, he called and said he had a manuscript.  He emailed it to me.  I took 
it with me on a flight to go do a funeral for my Cousin Mary back in Maine.  As I flew 
across country I devoured this manuscript.  I could hardly put it down.  I said, “Hutch, 
this is not only a great treatise on the subject of hope, this is a legacy of your life.”  In 
that book he told the story about a little boy in Chicago who was shot and permanently 
disabled in a drive-by shooting.  
 
He said, “That fact alone is awful enough, but the reporter went on to say that everyone 
in the neighborhood knew who the shooter was but no one came forward to identify him.  
The boy’s mother even acknowledged that she drove by the shooter’s house every day 
on the way to work.  But what caught my attention,” Hutch said, “were the words of an 
educator from Chicago who was interviewed by the reporter.”  
 
The quote went something like this, “That’s what happens when people lose hope.  You 
don’t think things will get better so you just give up.”  
 
Hutch said, “I don’t want to see anyone give up hope, especially when hope is so readily 
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within our grasp.”
 
People can’t live without hope; and you can’t have real hope unless your hope is in 
something rock solid.  The Thessalonians had hope in the one who is the solid rock.  
They had endurance inspired by hope in the Lord Jesus Christ.  That’s what Paul was 
so grateful for.  
 
This word “endurance” means to “abide under.”  It means “to be strengthened under 
the load.”  You don’t see it until the load is great and then this hope emerges that you 
have in the Lord Jesus that no matter what happens to you, you’re gonna be okay, God 
is gonna get you through, and you are going to live with him forever.  It’s a word used 
almost exclusively in the scriptures to describe an endurance that develops only through 
trials.  The trials remind you that you belong to Jesus, and it inspires hope to keep going 
because you know that you are becoming like him.  Jesus went through it, and now I am 
too.  That’s the idea, which is why the Lord’s brother, James, wrote in James 1:2:
 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
3because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  
4Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything.  

 
Endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  The phrase literally reads, “It’s 
the steadfastness of hope,” that’s what he’s talking about.  It’s the stick-to-itiveness to 
get through it, attitude, the strength that you find because of what hope in Jesus gives 
you.  These trials in the context of 1 Thessalonians, as we shall see later, I hope, are 
general trials.  We live in a fallen word.  God doesn’t spare us from everything.  Trials 
directly relating to serving Christ - if you live to serve Jesus in an immoral, ungodly 
world, you are going to pay a price for that, and trials sent by the hand of God to 
discipline us and to grow our faith.  Every believer who belongs to Christ will go through 
trials to develop their endurance.  Jesus did and so will we, but that’s where our hope 
comes from.  
 
As Robert Thomas, a professor of New Testament Theology, I believe, at Talbot -- or 
at least he was -- said in a commentary by him that I was reading, that this kind of hope 
produces an endurance that rules out discouragement and goes forward no matter 
how hopeless the situation.  This hope in Jesus is what the Thessalonians had, and it 
inspired an endurance that looked forward to the future certainties even when they were 
neck deep in uncertainties.  
 
As someone once said, “We don’t know exactly what the future holds, but we do know 
him who holds the future.”
 
Greg Asimakoupoulos, who used to be a pastor over in Concord - I met Greg a few 
times.  He moved to Naperville, Illinois.  He writes in a lot of articles and things to this 
website I use.  He shared one that he found in the Associated Press a few years ago 
about Hurricane Isabel when it came up the East Coast in 2003.  
 

It was bearing down on Washington D.C. bearing winds of 150 mph, and it was 
wreaking havoc all along the coast, if you will remember. On September 18, 
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2003, it said all federal government offices were closed with most of Congress 
leaving town.  Museums and monuments were shut down as Washington streets, 
usually crowded with tourists, stood abandoned.  Even the Metro subway was 
closed.  

 
As Hurricane Isabel bore down on Washington Thursday evening, heavy rains 
and winds pelted the city.  Trees were toppled, and 700,000 people were left 
without power.  So severe was the storm that for the first time at Arlington 
National Cemetery, the soldiers who guard the tomb of The Unknown Soldier 
were given permission to leave their post.  You see, since 1930, when that 
monument was established, and The Unknown Soldier remains interred there as 
a symbol of all who have lost their lives unknown, that tomb has never ceased to 
be guarded 24/7 by some of the most committed men and women you will ever 
read about.  
 
Things were so dangerous that they gave them permission for the first time to 
leave their post.  But the guards at the tomb of the Unknowns remained resolute 
in their determination to stay.  When they were offered the opportunity to seek 
shelter, Sargent Christopher Holmes responded, “Yeah, they told us that, but 
that’s not what’s gonna happen.  That’s not what’s gonna happen.  It’s just 
considered to be the greatest honor to go out there and guard.  It’s not only the 
Unknowns, it’s a symbol that represents everyone who has fought and died for 
our country.  Leaving our post?  That’s never an option for us.”  It went in one ear 
and out the other.  

 
Staff Sargent Alfred Lanier who was also on duty with Holmes Thursday night 
explained, “Once you become a badge holder, it’s like you’ll do whatever you 
have to to guard the Unknowns.  For one, it’s my job.  For two, that’s just how 
much respect I myself have for the Unknowns.  It’s just something we cherish.”  

 
That night in the storm at Arlington National Cemetery, those men stood guard 
for five and a half hours in front of that tomb against heavy rain and 60 mph 
winds that knocked down 24 trees on the cemetery grounds and crushed 
three headstones that toppled over.  And they never left.  Did you hear in their 
testimony what they said?  They had the triad of strength.  They said, “This is 
something we do because we believe in it.”  A work produced by faith.  “This 
is something we do because we cherish it.” A labor prompted by love.  “This is 
something we do because it’s a symbol that is a sign of hope for our country and 
all who have ever served in the military.”  An endurance inspired by hope.  

 
People, if soldiers can have that triad of strength that keeps them strong in the midst 
of a storm that threatens their lives because they have their faith, love, and hope in a 
monument and a symbol, is it so surprising then that a church like that at Thessalonica 
could stand strong in the face of severe persecution because they had a faith, a love, 
and a hope in the Lord Jesus Christ?  It was their triad of strength, and it can be ours 
too. No wonder Paul rejoiced when he heard and wrote back:
 

We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by 
faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in 
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our Lord Jesus Christ . . . May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be 
blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when the Lord Jesus 
comes with all his holy ones.

 
Stand strong.  Live ready.  The best is yet to come.
 
Father, I want to thank you today for churches and Christians like this that inspire us, 
God, to believe.  To look at our own circumstances and see them in a totally different 
light, and to realize that no matter what happens, we can stand strong and live ready, 
and have a work produced by faith, a labor prompted by love, and an endurance 
inspired by hope in the Lord Jesus.  Lord, I thank you for this church.  There are many 
Christians here, Lord, who are just like the Thessalonians, standing strong and living 
ready. May our number increase for the praise of your glory.  We ask it in Jesus’ name, 
Amen.
 

Page 13 of 13


