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July 17, 2011 - Isaiah 6:1-8 
 

From Woe to Woah 
Pastor Phil Ward 

 
 
Here I serve in a ministry called Kairos.  You maybe have seen it around.  It’s the 
college age, young adult ministry for 18-25 year olds.  So if any of you are in that 
category, if I haven’t seen you yet, why not?  We meet on Tuesday nights in the 
multipurpose room, the other building, at 7ish o’clock.  I work with college students so 
we always say “ish.”  Supposedly we start at 7, but I have yet to see that happen.  
Anyways, that’s what I do. I’m just excited to be able to finally be up here and speak.  I 
have a fear of public speaking, so God in all of his humor has decided to make me a 
pastor.  I’ll take that up with him when I get to heaven.  I’m just confused by the whole 
situation. 
 
We’re going to be looking at a guy’s life today in Isaiah Chapter 6, a man named Isaiah.  
So if you would turn there.  We’ll kinda look at what vision he had in the presence of 
God and what that means for our own lives.  It’s a moment I think that actually changed 
his entire life, changed his perspective on life.  It’s a moment that stood in his life as just 
earth shattering, life changing.  For me, I had one of those moments about five and a 
half years ago.  That was when our son was born. My wife went into labor.  She was in 
labor for about 30+ hours.  Some of you women are, like, “Ooh.”  Yeah, it was rough.  I 
was scared.  As a first time dad she just said, “It’s time to go.” 
 
I said, “Okay.”  I’m driving the speed limit, and we got all the way to the hospital.  They 
walk us into a room, and they tell us we’re just gonna check your stuff, whatever, vitals 
and everything.  We’re in there for like five hours.  Finally things happen.  We move to 
another room, and then ultimately we ended up in the third room and my wife delivers 
our son, Elijah, five and a half years ago.  But the thing of it was there was some 
complications.  Elijah was born with his umbilical cord wrapped around his neck twice. 
 
When I looked down at him I saw this kinda-like purplish baby with this cord wrapped 
around his neck, so it freaked me out.  I didn’t quite know what to do, so I kinda sat 
there in the middle of the room with my wife over here in the delivery bed, and the 
doctor working on her, and the nurses cutting the umbilical cord, rushing my son away.  
He is under that heat lamp, you know, like where they keep chicken at KFC, and he was 
just in there.  All the nurses are around him doing their thing, and I’m kinda in the 
middle.  I go to my wife and I’m, like, “Are you okay?” 
 
And she’s, like, “Oh, make sure he’s okay.” 
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“Okay.”   
 
And I run over there, and the nurses are, like, “Back off, dad, we’re gonna handle this.”   
 
So I sat in the middle of the room going, “I’ll wait.”  And I remember these thoughts that 
were going through my head.  One of the thoughts was, “How in the world can you call 
yourself a good husband when you can’t even take care of your wife?”  I remember 
looking at her and she is like . . . and the thought of, “How in the world am I going to be 
a good father to this child?  I can’t even protect him.  I have nothing.”  It was out of my 
control.  The nurses, the professionals, they’re taking care of him, and I’m wondering if I 
can take them home with me cuz’ I don’t know what I’m doing.  I sat in the middle of this 
room, and I didn’t quite understand what was going on.  I felt scared, intimidated, and 
inadequate. 
 
Those of you who are parents, you probably remember that moment where you are, 
like, “Yeah, I’m going to be a parent.”  They come out and you go, “I am a parent.  Oh, 
what do I do now?”  I remember feeling so inadequate in that moment.  I felt scared.   
 
Finally the doctors, the nurses, they finished up what they were doing with my wife and 
with Elijah, and the nurse turns around to me and says, “Would you like to see your 
son?”   
 
I just stood there and went, “I don’t know.”  She smiled, scooped up Elijah, brought him 
over to me, handed him to me.  He’s got his little blue beanie on from Kaiser.  I’m 
holding him.  I just remember looking down, and his eyes were closed, and he was 
quiet, and everything was okay.   
 
I remember -- some of you fathers know this when you look down and it’s like, “It’s my 
son.”  I was like, “Hi, Elijah.  I’m your daddy.”  In that moment everything changes.  My 
whole life is different because of that one moment.  I can’t be as selfish as I used to be 
because I’m a father.  I can’t be as reckless as I used to be cuz’ I’m a father.  I must 
now provide and protect because I have a family.  I mean everything changed in that 
moment.  Now I can’t even take my eyes off him, not only because he’s my son, but 
he’s my gift.  We almost lost him.   
 
You know, sometimes moments like that they will actually change your whole life: 
moments of when your children are born, both my son and my daughter; the day I 
watched my bride walk down through those doors, down this aisle, and we got married 
right here.  It changes you.  Those moments have the opportunity really to change your 
lifetime.  As I think back over the years I can think of those moments.  My life was totally 
altered.  Whether in a split moment or in a moment that took a while, my life was 
different.   
 
This morning we get recorded for us in the book of Isaiah a moment in a man’s life 
when he came to the realization he was wholly inadequate.  It was a moment where 
fear overwhelmed him, but in that split moment, however long that took, his life was 
forever changed.  He learned a valuable lesson there that I think is important for us 
even.  The lesson is simply this, that we become aware of our true condition and  
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position as we behold the glory of God.  It’s in the presence of the majesty, the glory, 
the splendor, the holiness of God.  In that presence we get a real understanding of who 
we are and our condition and position, and that moment for Isaiah changed him.   
 
We pick it up in Isaiah Chapter 6 starting in verse 1:   
 

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, seated on a throne, high and 
exalted; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphs, 
each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one 
another:  

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;  
the whole earth is full of his glory.”  

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple 
was filled with smoke.  
5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD 
Almighty.”  
6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had 
taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, 
this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”  
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go 
for us?”  

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”  
 
Father, I pray, begging you even, touch my lips. As I have often prayed, Lord, if you give 
me a place to stand, I will shake this place with your word.  And I pray that now.  Help 
all of us to see your beauty, and teach us now, Lord, I pray.  And we will give you 
thanks for all that we learn.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Usually when you read this section of scripture in Isaiah Chapter 6 you usually get 
caught with verse 8, “Here I am.  Send me!”  It’s heard all the time.   
 
I heard it when I was at Biola University during the Missions Conference, and they 
would say, “You need to be a missionary like Isaiah.  Here I am.  Send me!  And if 
you’re not going, you’re living a disobedient life.”  So we’ve heard Isaiah Chapter 6 
verse 8 preached.  We’ve heard it taught.  We’ve heard it sung about.  We see it on 
cheesy greeting cards.  We see it engraved on paintings.   
 
Sometimes when I read this I just wonder the question.  I would just love to ask Isaiah, 
“What exactly made you volunteer?  Why did you volunteer?”   
 
What was it when God said, “Who will go?” that you thought, 
 
“Oh, I will.  What a great idea.”   
 
We hear it from missionary endeavors.  We hear it for church ministry projects.  We 
hear it different working things in the kingdom of God: “Here I am.  Send me!” 
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And I go, “Why, Isaiah, did you volunteer yourself?  The second question is always, “I  
wonder what in the world did he plan on saying?”  That’s one of my fears.  What am I 
going to say?  We look at Isaiah, and we see it’s kinda amazing why he volunteered 
himself and what he planned on saying.  I think the answer is because God revealed 
himself in his glory.  Isaiah saw it.  That was both why he went and what he planned on 
talking about.  Because we become aware of our true condition and position as we 
behold the glory of God.  What did Isaiah see?  What about God’s glory did he see? 
 
Chapter 6 verse 1: 
 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, seated on a throne, high and 
exalted; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphs, 
each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one 
another:  

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;  
the whole earth is full of his glory.”  

 
That’s what he saw.  Who in the world is King Uzziah?  I have to admit when I was 
studying this I kinda glanced over that.  I was like, “King Uzziah, I don’t know.”  It is a 
name I can pronounce, so that’s good.  That’s a start, but who in the world is he?  So in 
2 Chronicles Chapter 26 we kinda hear about King Uzziah.  We get a breakdown of 
what his reign was like.  “In the year that King Uzziah died,” which is about 740 B.C.,  
740ish-750ish years before Christ, we read of this king.  This king was I guess a good 
king by standards of the day.  He came to the throne at the ripe old age of 16.  Those of 
you who have teenagers know that at 16 you know everything, so he was appropriately 
king because he knew everything at 16.  So he became king at 16.  He reigned for 52 
years.   
 
He would be known as a very good king as far as kings are concerned.  He did some 
amazing things.  He built cities, which is good.  He was brave in battle.  He conquered 
enemies.  He was advancing agriculturally.  He was building aqueducts and all these 
various things.  He had a very technologically savvy military where he built mechanisms 
to tear down strong towers.  He was a good king.  The people were prospering.  They 
had lots of herds.  Their possessions were increasing, so of course the people thought 
he was a good king. They had jobs, they had stuff, and they loved King Uzziah.  King 
Uzziah became famous.  He became powerful all the way to Egypt.  People knew about 
King Uzziah.  He was the “man,” but it tells us in 2 Chronicles 26 that God was the one 
behind it all.  So as long as he always sought the Lord, the Lord was always giving him 
success.   
 
If you’ve ever read the Old Testament you know two things are always true: when the 
people were afraid and scared, they cried out to God and God came and rescued them; 
the other thing is when they got rich and wealthy and prosperous they always forgot 
God.  King Uzziah was no different.  We’re told as long as he sought God he had 
success, but all of a sudden he stops seeking God.  Something happens.  He forgets 
God.  He becomes proud and lifted up, and one of the things he does is he looks 
around at the different nations.  He sees that all the other kings who are also very  
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powerful, they were priest kings.  What that means is he wanted to rule the social order 
of the day, but also he wanted to be a priest, which means he wanted to rule their 
religious life as well.   
 
King Uzziah who was famous and powerful and everyone loved him, he marches into 
the temple and decides, “Today I’m going to offer a sacrifice.”  So he comes in with his 
entourage, and he is met by a man named by Azariah, who was the priest, and he had 
80 other priests with him.  This was like a showdown, like West Side Story, right before 
your eyes in the temple of God.  Here is Uzziah who wants to offer a sacrifice because 
he is proud and lifted up.  He thinks he’s great.  There is Azariah and his 80 priests, and 
they are in a confrontation.  
 
Uzziah figures he wants to be a priest king.  He will step up and make the sacrifice.  He 
doesn’t care what happens, but Azariah warns him, “You cannot do this unholy thing.  
For God’s presence is not something to be trifled with.  God is holy and set apart, and if 
you walk into his presence in an unholy manner you will die.”   
 
Uzziah probably pulls, “Me?  Uzziah?  Come on, man, I’m not going to die. I’m 
amazing.”  So he takes the censer in his hand right next to the altar of incense, and he 
goes to make the sacrifice.   
 
Once Azariah and them confronted him, he started “raging at him,” the scriptures say.  
He starts swearing at him and cussing, and he goes crazy.  Then he begins to offer a 
sacrifice, and God intervenes.  How God intervenes is he gives this man leprosy on his 
forehead.  I’m not talking about acne; I’m talking about leprosy on his forehead.  
Everyone can see it.   
 
Azariah and the 80 priests look at Uzziah and they go, “Uh oh,” and they take off 
running.  
 
And Uzziah and his entourage they all look at Uzziah and they are like, “Uh oh,” and 
they take off running.  Uzziah probably doesn’t know what’s going on, so he follows 
them.  Everyone is screaming, running out of the temple.  They don’t know what’s going 
on.  God has struck Uzziah with leprosy on his forehead because he thought he was 
better than God.  In that fight, God always wins we learn.  So there is Uzziah.   
 
What happened to him was very tragic.  You remember how powerful he was?  How 
wealthy he was?  Prosperous?  People loved him?  He had a great reputation?  Well, 
this man had leprosy on his forehead, and they forced him to live in like a condo.  That’s 
embarrassing for a king.  He lived apart from everyone else.  When he died he wasn’t 
buried with the other kings.  He was buried next to them, and his epitaph simply reads, 
“He was a leper.”   
 
“No.  He was a glorious king who reigned for 52 years and made us rich.” 
 
It was simply, “Eh, he’s a leper, and we buried him over there somewhere.”  It’s a tragic 
ending to a man’s life.  This is the background where Isaiah sees this vision, in the year 
that King Uzziah who once was proud and lifted up, who had accomplished many 
things.  He is now a very lowly and humble man who has leprosy.  In that year that he 
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died -- and the whole nation would know it.  The king reigned for 52 years and made 
you rich. You would like this king, and when he died it would make you sad because the 
potential is you won’t be rich anymore.   
 
So what was the thing that Isaiah saw? 
 
“Three images,” he says, “In the year that King Uzziah died,” this great king, “I saw the 
Lord, seated on a throne.”  And now that we understand who Uzziah is, we understand 
all of his success came from God ultimately.  So it’s almost like Isaiah is saying, “You 
know what?  King Uzziah died.  I understand the nation is in mourning, and it’s a sad 
day.  You’re thinking about your wealth probably, but you have to understand that 
behind the great King Uzziah there is an even greater king.  During his death I saw a 
vision.  I saw the Lord seated on a throne.  He still reigns!  Even though this king is 
dead, the King of Kings is still there so don’t lose hope.  Don’t freak out.  It’ll be okay, 
and as long as God is enthroned, the nation will be fine.”   
 
The second image he has is that “this God is high and exalted.”  What’s really 
interesting is the Hebrew word that translated in our English Bible which talked about 
Uzziah’s pride is the word “exalted” or “lifted up.”  I kinda feel like Isaiah is playing with 
the people.  You know, like, “Hey, you remember how King Uzziah was really proud and 
how he was really exalted and lifted up?  You should see this king.  He is really lifted up.  
He is THE exalted one.”  That imagery would burn in the minds of these people as they 
remember King Uzziah.  And now Isaiah is reminding the people about who this God is.  
“He is exalted.  He is lifted up.  There is no one greater than this king.  If Uzziah thought 
he was something, God is really something.” 
 
The third image he give is not only is he high and exalted, but “the train of his robe filled 
the temple.”  The very place where Uzziah rushed in and thought he was really 
something, Isaiah sees a vision of God and the train of his robe is filling the temple.  I 
think what Isaiah is trying to do is remind the people that in God’s temple, his presence 
is there.  There’s not much room for anything else, especially not room for a false king 
who comes into this area and thinks that he can be exalted and lifted up.  You gotta 
remember, the train of his robe is filling the entire temple.  There’s not room.  And God 
gives his glory to no other.   
 
These images Isaiah is giving these people.  He’s, like, “This is God!  He’s amazing!  
He’s the King of Kings. He’s exalted and lifted up.  The train of his robe is filling his 
temple.”  We all know monarchs.  They love the train of their robes or wedding gowns, 
as we know, because the longer the robe or the train the more splendor, the more 
majesty, the more honor.  For God, his train fills the entire temple.  That is one big robe.  
Which means God’s splendor and majesty is overwhelmingly awesome.   
 
Not in a “I like pizza - that’s awesome” kind of way, but in an awesome where “I have no 
words to describe what I am seeing.  Wow.”   
 
Then in verse 2 Isaiah continues on.  He says, “Above this scene there are seraphs, 
each with each with six wings: with two wings they covered their faces, with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they were flying.”  This is weird, six-winged creatures.   
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What’s even more strange about this situation is these seraphs there had six wings, but 
the Hebrew word “seraph” is actually “a burning one,” so these six-winged creatures 
looked like they were on fire.   
 
For me, if I saw that, I might have freaked out.  “Why are these six-winged creatures on 
fire flying around?  This is crazy.”  But these six wings symbolize something I think is 
pretty amazing.  Isaiah sees that they have two wings covering their eyes, two wings 
covering their feet, and two wings they’re flapping around.  Yhey’re busy; they’re active.  
They’re ready for anything that God wants him to do.  They’re ready to do the King’s 
business.  But with two wings in the presence of God they had to cover their face 
because God’s radiant glory was so amazing that even these sinless creatures who are 
in the presence of God at all times couldn’t even look.  With humble adoration they 
covered their faces with their wings in awe of this glorious God who sits enthroned.   
 
With two other wings they are covering their feet, which is oftentimes a symbol of 
humility or of being a creature.  So they are admitting, “Yes, I am flying around ready to 
do the King’s business, but I cover my face because God is too glorious for me to even 
look at, and I cover my feet because I am made and he is not, and I know my position.” 
 
These seraphs were calling to each other in verse 3, and they were singing, “Holy, holy, 
holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”  They weren’t just talking 
to each other about this and that; they were worshiping.  It appears to me that there’s no 
other thing that we could possibly do if we were ever in the presence of God Almighty in 
this kind of thing.  We wouldn’t sit there and ask him trivial questions.  We would 
probably fall on our face and weep with joy at what we’re seeing.  They were crying, 
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty.”   
 
What they were seeing, there’s no word that can express the fact that God’s goodness 
and holiness and purity is so pure and perfect that it glows.  Can you imagine that?  
What if that was still possible today?  If you saw people who are good and holy, not 
perfect, but just a little bit.  And you can tell how good they were by their glow.  Not like 
a nightlight, I’m talking like a spotlight, like a volcano.  That’s amazing.  How can your 
character be so pure that you are glowing?  And this radiant glory, this majesty, this 
splendor which is coming from the throne of God, these seraphs are simply crying out, 
“Holy, holy, holy that God is amazing.”  There’s no words that can adequately express 
what they are beholding.  They simply just sing that God is all powerful.  He’s beautiful.  
He’s amazing.  These seraphs, these burning ones, they just simply worship.   
 
Not only is God holy, but the whole earth is full of his glory.  At this time, as you 
probably remember, the temple was the central locale for the presence of God, so these 
seraphs are just trumping all other thoughts.  They are, like, “You know what?  The 
glory, the Shekinah glory did come down on the tabernacle and also in the temple, but 
you know what?  The whole earth is full of his glory.  You can’t go anywhere without 
seeing it if you have eyes to see.”  They’re praising him for all that he is, all that he 
does, and their singing, verse 4, is causing a stir and a shaking.  For “At the sound of 
their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.”  
That’s amazing.  That’s what Isaiah saw. The splendor and the majesty, the holiness,  
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the radiant glory of God Almighty who is perfect and set apart, in whose presence, if we 
were ever to come, we would fall on our faces for there’s nothing else that is appropriate 
in that situation. 
 
How do we see God’s glory today?  It seems kinds of -- there’s not much application for 
us so far.  How in the world do we see God’s glory today? 
 
I think we see God’s glory primarily in two ways, but we see it in a whole host of ways.  
My daughter sees God’s glory in sunsets.  One time she saw a sunset I was in New 
York.  She called me on the phone and she says, “Daddy, you should see the sky.” 
 
And I go, “Tell me about it, baby.” 
 
She said, “It’s got every color.” 
 
I go, “Which ones?”  Right, every color so obviously all of them, but anyways, “Well, 
what color do you see?” 
 
She said, “My favorite one.” 
 
I said, “Which one?” 
 
She said, “Pink -- no, no, no, dark pink.” 
 
Ha ha, so I, “Okay.”  And I go, “Do you just love it?” 
 
She goes, “Jesus made the sky for me.” 
 
I went, “You’re right, baby, he sure did.” 
 
So we can see God’s glory in nature.  My 3-year-old can, but I think there’s two primary 
ways in which we can see God’s glory.  The most primary way is in his son.  Hebrews 
Chapter 1 verse 3 talks about Jesus’ glory. It says, “The son is the radiance of God’s 
glory and the exact representation of his being.”  You want to know what God’s glory 
really, really looks like if it were to be manifested on earth, simply look to Jesus because 
he is God’s radiance.  The moral perfections are oozing out of Jesus, and when you 
look at his life you see God’s glory.  He is the exact representation of God’s nature, and 
that’s exactly who Jesus is, is the embodiment of God’s glory.   
 
John the apostle also sees this when he says, “The Word became flesh,” in John 
Chapter 1 verse 14, “and made his dwelling among us.  And we have seen his glory, the 
glory of the one and only who came from the Father full of grace and truth.”  So it’s not 
mere high, theological talking.  This guy, Apostle John, saw the radiant glory of God in 
the person of Jesus, and they said, “We saw it.  It was amazing, full of truth and life.” 
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In John Chapter 17 when Jesus is praying his High Priestly Prayer he says:  
 

Now this is eternal life that they may know you, the only true God in Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent.  I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work 
you gave me to do, and now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory 
that I had with you before the world began.   

 
We must realize that Jesus’ glory wasn’t something that was given to him upon his birth, 
rather it was a glory that he had from eternity past.  The Word was there.  In the 
beginning with God, was God, the radiant glory of God Almighty has always been in the 
person of Jesus.  It’s just that we got to see it when he came.  Isaiah, I believe, in 
Chapter 6 verses 1-4 is seeing Jesus’ glory. How can this be with 750 years difference?  
John Chapter 12 says, “Isaiah said all these things,” in reference to quoting Isaiah 6 
because he saw Jesus’ glory, and he spoke about it. 
 
So then what Isaiah is seeing we may say, “I can’t see that.  I’ll never be able to see 
that.  In reality, yes we can.  Because what Isaiah was seeing 750 years before Jesus, 
what he was seeing was Jesus.  The beauty of us living in today’s day is that we can 
still see Jesus, and we can see the radiance of God’s glory through him in his life--if we 
have eyes to see.  But some don’t.  2 Corinthians Chapter 4 verse 4, Paul says, “The 
God of this age,” referring to Satan, “has blinded the minds of unbelievers so they 
cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ who is the image of God.”  The 
unfortunate situation is the thing that Isaiah saw, to some they can’t see it.  They can’t 
see it because they’re blind.  So all the infinite glory of who Christ is, is missed.  Their 
blindness is because they are not believers.  So Jesus becomes merely some dude, or 
he becomes some spiritual guru, or he becomes some kind of psychological helper, or a 
moral teacher.  Surely when you are blind you don’t see the radiant glory of God in 
Jesus, and you don’t worship him.  He just some dude.  So what do we do? 
 
It takes God’s grace for us to see Jesus’ glory.  It says in verse 6 of 2 Corinthians 
Chapter 4, “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in 
our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ 
Jesus.”  The reality is, unless God acts upon us and provides us with his grace, we 
forever will be blinded to the radiant glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus.  We are 
people who are dependent upon God to even see God.  For me that’s humbling.  
 
“God, I want to see you, but I understand the simple fact that I can’t until you let me.  So 
I beg you, God, let me see you.”  That’s the way Moses prayed in Exodus 33.  “I 
beseech thee, O Lord, show me thy glory.  I’m begging you.  Without your grace I can’t.”  
So not only can we see the glory of God in Jesus, but we can also see the glory of God 
in the way his children live obedient lives.  That’s you and me.   
 
It says in John 15, “This is to my Father’s glory that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples.”  It’s in our fruit bearing that we actually glorify God, and 
people can watch our lives and see what we’re doing.   
 
And they see the fruit of our lives, and they go, “Ah, that’s God’s doing right there.  I can 
see God’s glory in that.”   
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And in Ephesians Chapter 1, verses 13-14, “When we believe in Jesus, we’re given the 
Holy Spirit as a deposit guaranteeing what is to come.  And as children of God we 
glorify God by simply being redeemed and saved.”   
 
The last time I preached here was like a little over a year ago.  There was a guy who I 
went to high school with who I haven’t seen since high school, and we both weren’t 
Christians at that time.  He came up to me after the service and was, like, “Hey, Phil, 
remember me?” 
 
I’m, like “Woah!  Hey, what are you doing here?” 
 
He looked at me and goes, “What are you doing here?  You’re the last person I thought 
would be preachin’.”   
 
To whom do you attribute the glory in that situation when people from my past look at 
my life and go, “There’s no way that you’re a Christian now.”  It has nothing to do with 
me.  So becoming a child of God, that is an expression of God’s glory.  No one can do 
that.  No one can change a person from that to this except for God alone.  So that’s a 
glory-seeing event. 
 
Matthew 5 verse 16, “Let your light shine before all men that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”  When we live obedient lives and 
people see the way in which we live our lives, that is a way in which people can see the 
glory of God.   
 
To live in disobedience then is to say to the world, “There is no glory to behold.”  That’s 
amazing to me. That the way in which I live my life and the way in which I choose to live 
my life.  God can be glorified through it and in it.   
 
Isaiah saw Jesus’ pre-incarnate glory.  It forever changed him.  We see God’s glory in 
the person of Jesus, and we see God’s glory in the way in which his children live 
obedient lives.  But how will you respond?  How did Isaiah respond?  Verse 5 he says, 
“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”  That’s 
how he replied.  Because when you are in the presence of God Almighty, the standard 
by which your judge your life is set before you, and it’s an objective standard, and 
there’s no moral relativism which is appropriate in that situation.  You can’t subjectively 
submit yourself to some sort of evaluation other than God.   
 
You can’t sit before God’s almighty presence and say, “God, I’m actually not that bad.  
You should see Joe, my neighbor.  He’s terrible.”  Because in that situation, the 
transcendent God becomes our objective standard of morals and truth, and by that we 
will be measured.  By that standard all of us, if we’re being honest with ourselves, come 
into the presence of God, see the transcendent God enthroned on high with the train of 
his robe filling the temple.  There’s no way you will stand and go, “I’m not that bad.  
Better than Joe.”  We will fall to our knees and weep, “Woe is me.  I’m ruined.  I can’t 
compete with this.” 
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It’s like a TV show I watch, Average Joe.  I don’t know if you’ve ever seen that before, 
but they take couch potato guys and they put them against professional athletes, and 
it’s just hilarious.  They’re, like, “Hey, here’s Joe 5’6, 110 lbs.  He’s going to play football 
against Ray Lewis.” 
 
And you’re, like, “Oh, this should be good.”  Because Ray Lewis is a large human being.  
It’s usually “Boom” and then body parts fly off, you know.  I feel bad for these Average 
Joe guys.  You can’t compete in that situation.   
 
It would scare me to death if they’re, like, “Phil Ward, we want you on our TV show.” 
 
“Oh really?  Sweet.  I used to play baseball in college.  Yeah, I can do that.” 
 
“Yeah, you’re going to be boxing against Evander Holyfield.” 
 
Yeah, I can’t compete.  “Yeah, I don’t want to play.” 
 
When we are in the presence of God Almighty, there’s no way that we can ever 
compete.  If we evaluate ourselves honestly, what we will see is we’re ruined.  Isaiah 
says, “I’m a man of unclean lips and I live among a people of unclean lips.”  I love what 
Isaiah does here.  You remember the leprosy thing of Uzziah?  I think he flashes back 
to this.  Because when you had leprosy back in the Old Testament what you had to do 
was carry a bell around.  You used to walk around the streets and “da ding, da ding, da 
ding,” and you’d scream at the top of your lungs, “Unclean, unclean.”  That way people 
can get away from you cuz’ you’re disgusting.  I think Isaiah was talking about this.   
 
He’s thinking back to Uzziah, and he’s thinking, “In the presence of God I am no less or 
no more a leper than Uzziah is.  I am unclean.”  When you have leprosy you 
understand, hopefully, that the sensation you have in your fingertips and your toes, they 
go away.  You become numb.  There’s stories about rats eating people’s fingers off 
when they have leprosy.  That is disgusting, but you become so numb that you can’t 
even feel anything.  I really think Isaiah is flashing back to Uzziah and talking about sin, 
how it numbs you sometimes.  It will eat away at your body sometimes and you don’t 
even realize it because it is deceptive.  Isaiah is comparing himself and his nation to 
Uzziah saying, “We’re all lepers.  We measure ourselves against the King of Kings and 
we’re all lepers.  There’s none of us that come out on top.” 
 
No wonder why Paul says in Romans Chapter 3, verse 23 that all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, because it’s the glory of God which is our standard, not our 
neighbors.  Because usually when we compare ourselves to our neighbors we always 
come out on top, don’t we?  We may not be able to quote scripture like Pastor Larry but 
then again who can?  “But I can surely beat this guy.”   
 
Then the seraphs flew to Isaiah, “6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal 
in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth 
and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned 
for.” 
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This is a beautiful picture of how God is not idle.  When we compare ourselves to the 
infinite glory and majesty of God and we realize that we cannot compare, that we have 
fallen so short of God’s glorious standard, God doesn’t sit idly back and go, “Ah, hah.”  
Because of his grace, even to see his glory, he then gives us grace to be forgiven and 
God comes to us.  I love the fact that God is an initiator because the only thing we have 
to contribute to our own salvation is the sin that we need to be forgiven of.  God is the 
great initiator. He doesn’t sit idly back and watch.   
 
The seraph flies over to Isaiah and brings a live coal from the altar and he touches his 
lips.  Remember where Uzziah got leprosy?  It was at an altar.  Now all of a sudden 
God has initiated the redemption of this man, Isaiah, and eventually the nation, through 
Jesus.  All of a sudden what ends up happening is God sends a seraph to Isaiah to 
redeem him, but he begins right at the place where the sin started - right where Uzziah 
was committing sin, a travesty, before the presence and majesty of God.  That is the 
place God begins to redeem Isaiah.  It’s amazing that we as human beings, sometimes 
wherever it is our sin is most prevalent, that’s where God begins to heal us.  That’s 
where he pours out his grace most.  He starts where we’re weakest so that he overflows 
us with grace and then in our weakest place we are then made strong and God gets the 
glory.  It’s amazing.  He touches Isaiah’s lips because he would be a prophet, one who 
speaks for God in the authority of God.  When you speak for God you need God’s 
grace, because we as human beings we foul it up often.  God’s grace abounded Isaiah. 
The hot coal touched Isaiah’s lips, freed him from guilt, atoned for his sins.   
 
Brothers and sisters, that’s exactly the kind of stuff that God does through Jesus today.  
That in our weakest place, God doesn’t sit idly by but he sends his one and only son 
and atones for the sin.  He works his grace into that place, removes the guilt, because 
when guilt is allowed to remain and is undealt with, it always leads to shame.  Shame 
and guilt can be debilitating.  God frees us and redeems us from the guilt and from the 
shame, atones for us, reminds us of our condition that we are lowly but then reminds us 
of our new position that we are redeemed.  That’s exactly what he did with Isaiah.  
“See?  This has touched your lips. Your guilt is taken away.  Your sin is atoned for.  
Isaiah, you couldn’t do it on your own, but I see that you understand that you are but a 
leper, but a beggar, but a sinner.  I have come to you, and I have healed you, and I 
have atoned for you.  You came in a leper; you’re leaving healed.”  It’s the gospel, isn’t 
it?  We become aware of our true condition and position as we behold the glory of God.  
 
 If it were not for this vision of Isaiah, I don’t think he would have understood who He 
really was.  Then he would not have had the overwhelming joy of understanding whose 
he is.  That this Isaiah was a woeful leper who understood that he is ruined by 
comparing himself to the infinite glory of God.  But God doesn’t sit idly by.  He comes to 
Isaiah and redeems him and atones for his sins.  Isaiah goes from a man who was 
“woe” to a man who was “Woah.”  That’s amazing.  Because we become aware of our 
true condition and position as we behold the glory of God.  We all are but beggars and 
lepers and sinners.  In the presence of God we see that, if God has graced us to see it.  
Our position is that we are also redeemed, and that again is by God’s grace. 
 
Then in verse 8 he says, “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I 
send?  And who will go for us?’” 
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Then Isaiah says, “Here am I.  Send me.”   
 
I ask the question, “Isaiah, why did you volunteer yourself?”  The truth of the matter is, 
when you see the kind of things he saw, you have no choice but to go.  It’s actually not 
even a choice.  When you see the radiant Glory of God, especially in the person of 
Christ, there is no argument, there is no debate. I go. How can I not?   
 
It’s like me being with my son in my arms.  I look down at him and somebody says, “Are 
you ready to be a dad?”  There’s no debate. 
 
I can’t go, “Hmm, I don’t know.  Let me put him down and write the pros and cons.”  I 
can’t because in that moment I’m a dad, and I will continue to be one.   
 
Why did Isaiah go?  Because he saw the glory of God and it was good.   
 
What in the world will Isaiah say?   
 
Throughout the book of Isaiah you can see what he ends up saying.  God gives him 
words to say, the authority to say it.  But the energy with which he had to say it came 
from the message that he wanted to say, and it was this, “That there is healing, 
forgiveness, and grace to any that can see their need.”  It’s objective.  All are sinners.  
All are lepers.  But there is a remedy--and it’s Jesus and it’s objective and is for all.  We 
become aware of our true condition and position as we behold the glory of God.  Jesus 
is no mere dude.  He is the radiant glory of the Majesty On High who has come into time 
to bear our sins, take away our guilt, atone for our sins, reveal our true condition.  We 
need him.  And then to put us in the right position that we are the redeemed because it’s 
by grace through faith that we are saved.  And it was by grace Isaiah saw what he saw 
and received what he received.  It’s amazing.   
 
Why did he go? 
 
Cuz’ he saw God’s glory. 
 
What will he say? 
 
“You can be healed too.” 
 
Father, we thank you for just the simple fact that you are to be treasured above all, that 
you are the Glorious One, that you are holy, and that through Jesus Christ you have 
redeemed us.  Though many of us in this room may feel the overwhelming pressure of 
guilt from the way in which we live our lives, would you remind us of the freedom we 
have in Christ to be set free from the guilt and from the shame?  That we have been 
redeemed by God Almighty through the blood of Jesus Christ?  And, God, would you 
heal us I pray?  Lord, as we come into another extended time of worship, God, may all 
of us respond to this truth that you are the Holy One of Israel, the King of Kings.  In 
Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 


