
 
August 14, 2011 – Psalm 46:10

 
God’s Not in a Hurry

Pastor Dave Parsons
 
Would you bow with me in prayer.  Let’s seek the Lord before we look into the word this 
morning.
 
Father, what a joy it is to be able to come together as your people one more Sunday.  
To take time from our busy schedule and just come together to express to you how 
much you mean to us; to give you the glory and the honor.  And now, Lord, as we open 
up your word, I pray that we will have reverent hearts, ears that are open, eyes that are 
open to see and hear what you want to show us.  Speak through me, Lord, this morning 
the message that you’ve given to me to give your people.  In Jesus’ name we pray, 
Amen.
 
We’re going to be looking at a number of passages this morning.  So if you have your 
Bible, you might want to have it open and I’ll kinda direct you to where we’re going.
 
You know, we live in a fast paced, hectic, pressure-filled world.  You know that.  Have 
you ever noticed how many people are in a hurry?  They are in a hurry to get ahead 
of you on the road.  They’re in a hurry to get first in line at the stores.  They’re in a 
hurry to get their food and eat as fast as they can.  They're in a hurry to listen to what 
you're saying.  They don't listen well.  My wife’s told me many times that since we got 
married, my listening skills have improved from hideous to terrible.  My goal is by our 
30th anniversary I’ll be at the mediocre level.  They’re in a hurry to get through school.  
They’re in a hurry to grow up.  They’re in a hurry to make wealth.  They’re in a hurry to 
grow spiritually.  Let's face it, most people are inpatient.  They don't like to wait.  
 
On the other hand, God’s not in a hurry.  He’s not rushed like you and I.  He will 
take as much time as needed to accomplish his work in our lives.  You might be 
thinking, “Pastor Dave, God doesn't need to be in a hurry because he’s God.”  That's 
true, but I think we can learn some valuable lessons about God's patience that will help 
us cope in a stressful society.  
 
A couple months ago I set aside a whole day for reflection and prayer.  It's a good 
discipline.  I'd recommend that you try it sometime.  I knew I'd be preaching on 
August 14th at Golden Hills, so I was praying about what to talk about.  I found a quiet 
place to be with the Lord, and for the first time in weeks I'd slowed down long enough 
to listen to God.  You know what he said to me?  Not in an audible voice, but in an 
impression of my spirit.  This is what he said, “Dave, why are you such a lousy golfer?”  
No, he didn’t say that although it’s true.  But what he did say to me really impressed 
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me.  This is what he said, “I want you to tell my people, my harassed, stressed-out, 
overworked, neurotic, tired, anxious people that I'm not in a hurry.”  Wow, what a 
message for me.  What a message for you.  
 
Chip Ingram in his book Good to Great in God’s Eyes writes, “A friend gave this advice 
to pastor and author John Ortberg, ‘Ruthlessly eliminate hurry from your life.  Speed 
kills joy.’”  Many of us are multitaskers who feel good when we get seven things done at 
the same time.  
 
About ten years ago I read a book by the same friend who gave that advice, Dallas 
Willard.  And he said, “Spiritual development and intimacy with God are impossible in a 
hurried life.”  Wow, did you hear that?  “Spiritual development and intimacy with God are 
impossible in a hurried life.”  
 
My friends, do you even think about the fact that our great God and Savior is not in a 
hurry?  And because he’s not in a hurry, what lessons does he want us to learn from 
him?  
 
Well, first of all, God’s not in a hurry because God wants to spend time with you.  Before 
you can spend time with God you need to slow down and make time for him.  This 
involves slowing down and meeting with God.  A beautiful example of this is found in 
Exodus 33, if you want to turn there with me.  Exodus 33 verse 7, it's a story where 
Moses met in the Tent of Meeting with God.  We read how Moses used to take a 
tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away calling it the Tent of Meeting.  
Anyone inquiring of the Lord would go to the Tent of Meeting outside the camp.  And 
when Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at the entrance to their 
tents watching Moses until he entered the tent.  As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of 
the cloud would come down and stay at the entrance while the Lord spoke with Moses.  
Whenever the people saw the pillar of the cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, 
they all stood and worshiped each at the entrance to his tent.  The Lord would speak 
to Moses face to face as a man speaks with his friend; then Moses would return to the 
camp.  But his young aide, Joshua, son of Nun, did not leave the tent.  Moses had a 
place where he met with God, and he spoke with him face-to-face.  
 
Do you have a place where you can meet regularly with God face-to-face?  Mark wrote 
of Jesus, “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house 
and went to a solitary place where he prayed.”  Jesus sought out places where he could 
commune with his Father.  It won't just happen; you must make time to meet with God.  
The Lord wakes me up early, usually between 5:00 and 6:00 every day.  I have a spot in 
an upper room in my house where I go in the morning.  I get my cup of coffee, and I go 
in there; that’s when I'm reading the Bible and praying, and that's my time to meet with 
God.  If I didn't have that I wouldn't be able to survive.  
 
It also involves slowing down and waiting on God.  John Piper in his excellent book 
Desiring God, writes, “To wait, that means to pause and soberly consider our own 
inadequacy and the Lord’s all sufficiency, and to seek counsel and help from the Lord 
and to hope in him.”  
 
Israel was rebuked that they did not wait for his counsel.  Why?  Because in not seeking 
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and waiting for God's help, they robbed God of an occasion to glorify himself.  
 
The prophet Elijah, after his wonderful victories on Mount Carmel, fled for his life to the 
desert.  He was exhausted and discouraged even to the point of wanting to take his own 
life.  We read what happens in I Kings, Chapter 19.  If you want to turn there with me, 
we pick up the story in I Kings 19 beginning with verse 9:
 

And the word of the Lord came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites 
have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to 
death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me 
too.” 

 
He was stressed out.  He was having a pity party.  This is what God told him to do:
 

“Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord, for the Lord is 
about to pass by.” 

 
Now look at this:
 

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks 
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. 

 
He wasn’t in the mighty tornado.
 

After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 
12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. After the fire 
came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face 
and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. 
Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

 
The NIV says it was a “gentle whisper.”  The King James translates it as “a still, small 
voice.”  People, sometimes we need to slow down and be quiet before God and listen 
to his still small voice because we live in a very noisy world, and we can’t hear God if 
we’re not quiet.  That's why the psalmist says in Psalm 46:1 and 10, “God is our refuge 
and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.”  “Be still and know that I am God.  
I will be exalted among the nations. I will be exalted in the earth.”
 
Chuck Swindoll in his great little book, The Intimacy of the Almighty, says this, “We 
are commanded to stop literally, rest, relax, let go, and make time for him.”  The 
scene is one of stillness and quietness, listening, and waiting before him--such foreign 
experiences in these busy times.  Nevertheless, knowing God deeply and intimately 
requires such discipline.  Silence is indispensable if we hope to add depth to our 
spiritual life.  It guards the fire within our souls.  
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“Silence makes us pilgrims,” writes one who advocates protracted, uninterrupted 
periods of quietness.  It sharpens the keen edge of our souls, sensitizing us to those 
ever so slight nudging from our Heavenly Father.  Noise and words and frenzy, hectic 
schedules dull our senses, closing our ears to his still small voice and making us numb 
to his touch.  Furthermore, it requires slowing down and relating with God.  
 
Dee Shevelin quotes Larry Crabb, who wrote, “The great need of people today is to 
better relate with God.”  Jesus wants to have a relationship with us, but we’re so busy, 
we’re so preoccupied, we can’t even have a relationship with him, and it breaks his 
heart.  Perhaps many of you can relate to the man in this video, and how he relates to 
Jesus.  Let’s watch it a moment.  
 
(Video begins with a man rushing into a coffee shop where Jesus is patiently waiting at 
a table, and he sits down across from Jesus.)
 
Man:  Hey, Jesus, sorry I’m late.  Work was crazy today.  No, no don’t get up, it’s okay.  
I just got a little bit behind.  People were being crazy, you know.
 
Jesus:  That’s no problem, Chuck, I’m just glad --
 
Man:  I’m glad I made it too. Listen, let’s get down to business.  I have a lot of work 
here, a lot of requests (pulls out a yellow tablet with his prayer requests listed).  First 
things first, pastor and his wife are at a conference, keep them safe . . . I’m not a fan of 
the assistant pastor, the less he preaches the better.  Uh, what else . . . Ralph, his wife 
is getting a tattoo removed.  It was a stupid college party way back when.  You know 
how those things go.  It’s in a real painful spot . . . I’m not a fan of football here, but my 
friend is. If I could have two tickets to take him to show him how cool I am so he’d be 
my friend some more, that would be great . . . My dog, Nibbles, he has a gimp leg . . . 
Jiminy Crickets (man going over his list), you know, now that I’m thinking, I could use a 
new jacket, I’m getting fuzzies all over this one . . . Please bless my sister, my mother, 
my father . . . Our Father who art in heaven . . . my neighbor, Cindy (man now has feet 
up on the table and his head can’t even be seen)  . . . 
 
Jesus:  (Continues to listen patiently.)
 
Man:  (Sitting up again at table) Hallowed be thy name . . . could you sort of train my 
church to clap to on two and four, please?  One and three, this is not disco, people, 
this is serving the LORD . . . the guy who brings in my shopping cart . . . from the-- 
thing . . . something I can do to get a raise . . . Can you read what I wrote here? (Shows 
Jesus his list.)  I think I was dreaming . . . bless the Secretary of State, the Secretary 
of Agriculture, the Secretary of Secretaries – bless their secretaries . . . Thy kingdom – 
THY kingdom come . . . and that’s what bothers me about my mother . . . (man runs out 
of things to say).
 
Jesus:   (After a brief moment of silence between them, Jesus leans forward to speak to 
man and is interrupted.) 
 
Man:  Hey, look at that time there.  That’s – a – gotta get going there, Jesus.  Gonna 
wrap this up and say Amen.  “Amen.”  Uh, it’s been a pleasure praying with you this--
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fine evening.  I’ll be talking with you. Have a good day.
 
Man gets up and hurries out of the coffee shop leaving Jesus waiting.
(Video ends)
 
Slowing down and relating with God.  Let me ask you, how is your relationship with the 
Lord?  Are you relating with Jesus or are you directing Jesus?  Abraham was God's 
friend; Moses was God's friend.  Would you consider yourself a good friend of God or 
merely an acquaintance?  Psalm 25:14 states, “The Lord confides in those who fear 
him.  He makes his covenant known to them.”  The Lord knows those who spend time 
with him.  
 
Lastly, it involves slowing down and listening to God's word.  One of my favorite 
passages in the New Testament is found in Luke Chapter 10, if you’d like to look there 
with me.  It's the story of Mary and Martha.  I know many of you have read it before, but 
let me just read it to you.  It goes like this: 
 

38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a 
woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, 
who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted 
by all the preparations that she had made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, 
don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to 
help me!” 
41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about 
many things, 42 but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is 
better, and it will not be taken away from her.” 

 
Martha was a good lady.  She was preparing lunch for Jesus and the disciples.  She 
was a wonderful woman, but she was so anxious.  She was so distracted that the Lord 
said, “Martha, look at your sister.  She has chosen what’s best.  She is at my feet 
listening to my word.”  People, according to Jesus, the most important thing you can 
do is spend time daily seated at his feet listening to his word.  If you are so busy that 
you don't have time to hear from him, you will not be able to carry out his will; that’s a 
guarantee.  The great men and women of God have learned the secret of listening to 
God's word.
 
Pastor Bill Hybels wrote of an experience he had with Billy Graham.  He said:
 

A few years ago, my wife and I spent a day with Billy and Ruth Graham at their 
mountaintop home in North Carolina.  In the evening I could tell Billy was starting 
to get tired, so I told them we were going to head back to our hotel.  But to my 
surprise he handed me the Bible and said, “Bill, before you go, feed me from 
God's word.”  
 
I thought to myself, “This 73-year-old man is obviously not a baby Christian.  In 
addition, he has communicated the gospel message to more people than anyone 
else in history.  Yet here he was saying to me, in effect, ‘I still need and love to 
be fed from God's word.’”
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God’s not in a hurry.  He wants you to slow down and spend time daily meeting with 
him, listening to him, hearing his word.  Secondly, because God's not in a hurry, he 
cares more about character than success.  It doesn't mean that success isn’t important, 
but God cares more about character than success.  
 
Mother Theresa of Calcutta once was asked, “How do you measure the success of your 
work?”  
 
She looked puzzled for a moment and then replied, “I don't remember that the Lord ever 
spoke of success, he spoke only of faithfulness and love.  This is the only success that 
really counts.”  
 
The world values possessions, pleasure, and position.  We spend all our energy 
seeking those things that don't really matter to God or bring true fulfillment.  I’ve been 
reading through the Old Testament in my personal devotions.  One thing that keeps 
coming back to me over and over again is that God cares about a person's heart.  He’s 
not looking for perfect people who always have their act together but for people who 
have a heart for him, who seek him.  
 
Think for a moment about the people God has used throughout the Bible.  By and large 
they are men and women of character.  For example:
 
• Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked 

with God.  
• Abraham left his country, people, and father's household to follow God.  
• Moses was the most humble man on earth, and God gave him the law.
• Joseph, though a young, handsome man, refused the advances of Potiphar’s wife.
• Ruth was a woman of excellence.
• Esther was willing to give her life for her people.  
• David was a man after God's own heart.  
• Caleb followed the Lord God wholeheartedly.  
• Daniel defied the king’s edict and continued to pray.  
• Job was a blameless and upright man who feared God even when he lost 

everything.  
• The apostles were unschooled, ordinary men when they had been with Jesus, and 

they did extraordinary deeds.  
• Mary Magdalene, once demon possessed, was the first to see the risen Lord.  
• Mary at Bethany worshiped Jesus with her tears, her hair, and her perfume.
• Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power laid down his life for his Savior.  
• Paul considered his life with Christ above all things.
• Epaphras wrestled in prayer for the saints that they would stand firm in the will of 

God.
• Gaius loved God and showed hospitality to the saints.
• The Apostle John suffering for his faith on the Lord’s Day received some of the 

greatest revelations from God ever given to man.
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These were men and women of godly character, and God used them greatly.  
God cares more about the development of our character than our status, wealth, 
appearance, or accomplishments.  Speaking through the Prophet Jeremiah, the Lord 
said in Jeremiah 9:23 and 24:
 

“Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom.  Let not the mighty man boast 
of his might.  Let not the rich man boast of his riches, 24 but let him who 
boasts boast of this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the 
Lord, who exercises loving kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, 
for I delight in these things,” declares the Lord. 

 
God is not impressed with human strength, wisdom, and wealth.  Sometimes he knows 
how to keep us in our place.  When Mohammed Ali was at the height of his career as 
a boxer, he thought he was invincible.  There is a story told that he was on airplane 
getting ready for a flight.  The flight attendant walked down the aisle and noticed that 
he didn’t have his seatbelt on, so she politely said, “Sir, would you please fasten your 
seatbelt.”  
 
He arrogantly responded, “Superman don't need no seatbelt.”
 
She replied quickly, “Superman don't need no plane - buckle up.”  
 
Good job.  God knows how to keep us in our place.  Because God is more concerned 
about our character than success, he will take all the time in the world to develop that 
character and sometimes that means going through trials.  James wrote in James 1:2-
4, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because 
you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance must 
finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”  
 
As a pastor of visitation and prayer here at Golden Hills, I'm aware that many of 
you are going through a time of severe testing.  Some of you are dealing with very 
serious medical issues.  Many of you have lost your jobs and you can't find another 
one.  A number of you are in the danger of losing your home, or you've lost your 
home.  Quite a few of you are having a hard time making ends meet financially.  Some 
have experienced a sudden tragedy within the family.  Many of you are struggling in 
your marriages.  Some have recently lost a loved one.  A good number of parents 
are at a loss at what to do with their kids.  And some of you are stressed out by your 
overwhelming responsibilities.  If you're honest, you may be asking yourself, “Where is 
God in all this?  Why is he taking so much time to resolve my problems?”
 
The answer: God will take as much time as necessary to produce in us the character 
qualities of his son.  He's not in a hurry.  Romans 8:29, “For those God foreknew, he 
has also predestined to be conformed to the image of his son.”  
 
And what are some of the qualities he wants to see reflected in your life?  Paul tells 
us in Galatians 5:22, “The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”  
 
The Apostle Peter in his second epistle 2 Peter Chapter 1 talks about some other 
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qualities that the Lord wants to see developed in our life, and he tells us that the Lord 
gives us the power to do it.  In 2 Peter 1 verse 3, this is what he said:
 

His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our 
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these 
he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them 
you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world 
caused by evil desires. 
5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith, goodness; to 
goodness, knowledge; 6 to knowledge, self-control; to self-control, perseverance; 
to perseverance, godliness; 7 to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they 
will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
The Lord will take as much time as necessary to develop these qualities in your life.  I 
have a desire for these qualities to be manifested in my life.  For this reason, I pray a 
simple prayer every day I wrote a number of years ago.  Some of you have heard it 
before, but this is my prayer:  
 
Lord, help me to love, not lust; to labor, not loaf; to praise, not pout; to depend, not 
doubt; to pardon, not punish; to serve, not be selfish; to commend, not criticize; to be 
courageous, not cower; to be gracious, not grouchy; to be caring, not calloused; to 
be assured, not anxious; to be humble, not haughty; to be peaceable, not petty; to be 
giving, not greedy; to be content, not covet; to be faithful not false.  Lord, help me to be 
just like you.
 
God's not in a hurry. He’s gonna take as much time as he needs to develop the qualities 
of his Son in your life.  
 
Thirdly, God's not in a hurry because God gives you the time to complete his work.  You 
know, God has already determined the number of your days.  Did you know that?  Look 
with me at Psalm 139 verse 13.  This is a powerful passage beginning with verse 13: 
 

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are 
wonderful, I know that full well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you  
when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of 
the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed body –

 
Look at what it says here:
 

All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came 
to be.  
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Psalm 90:10 and 12 says, “The length of our days is seventy years, or eighty, if we have 
the strength; yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly 
away.”  “Teach us to number our days aright that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”  The 
Bible says, “Teach us to number our days aright.”  
 
I figured out that as of today I've lived 20,947 days.  Some of you are saying, “Man, he’s 
got too much time on his hands.”  For me though it's a sobering reminder of the gift God 
has given to me in my life.  I don't know how many days God will give to me, only he 
knows.  But the days he has allotted to me I don't want to waste.  
 
That’s what Paul was emphasizing when he wrote to the Ephesians, “Be very careful, 
then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil.  Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s 
will is.”
 
Recently on my vacation up in Washington, I was reading a book where the author 
encourages readers to come up with a personal mission statement.  In other words, he 
was encouraging us to write a simple line or two that described our passion and desire 
as a servant of Christ.  So I thought about it for a day or two, and I came up with this 
what I thought was a pretty good statement for myself, and this is kinda my passion.  
My mission is to live each day totally surrendered to God, spirit filled, so I will be an 
instrument of his blessing to the world around me.  I like that.  
 
Later that afternoon I went and met my son at a Starbucks nearby, and he got his drink 
and went outside.  I got my grande.  I was walking out the door, and I just dropped it 
right in the front.  It was just all over and flowing down to the curb.  I thought, “Man, what 
happened there?” you know.  I went back in.  The young lady felt sorry for me, I guess, 
and she gave me another one.  I went out, and I shared this with my son--this mission 
statement.  We both got a chuckle out of it.  
 
“Well, dad, how you doin’ being a blessing to everyone around with a big coffee all over 
the front.”
 
I said, “Well, you don't have to be perfect.  You can be a blessing.”  
 
I just want to remind you that God is not in a hurry because he knows the days that 
you’re gonna be here, but also he will complete his work through you.  John Piper 
wrote, “God is not looking for people to work for him so much as he is looking for people 
who will let him work for them.”  
 
God encouraged exiled people through the Prophet Jeremiah with these words:
 

This is what the Lord says:  “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, 
I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this 
place.  For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

 
God knows what he's going to accomplish in our lives.  In fact, look with me at 
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Ecclesiastes Chapter 3.  Ecclesiastes is right after Proverbs.  This isn’t a passage that 
you normally look at, but I want you to see something in here that's a wonderful truth.  
Ecclesiastes 3 verse 9.  The writer of Ecclesiastes says:
 

What does the worker gain from his toil?  10I have seen a burden God has laid 
on men.  11He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity 
in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning 
to end. 12I know that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and to do 
good while they live, 13that everyone may eat and drink and find satisfaction in all 
his toil--this is the gift of God.

 
And then look at verse 14:
 

14I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it 
and nothing taken from it. God does it so that men will revere him. 

 
Did you hear what he’s saying there?  Everything that God does will last forever.  That 
means everything that God does through your life will have eternal significance.  So 
what I've learned is, “Lord, I want you to work through me because everything you do 
through me will last forever.”  
 
That's why Jesus said, “Apart for me you can do nothing.  You need to abide in the 
vine.”
 
Paul wrote to the Ephesians in Ephesians 2:10.  He says, “For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared beforehand that we should 
walk in them.”  He's already prepared the good works for us to walk in. Perhaps you’re 
here today and you feel discouraged, like God's not doing anything in or through your 
life.  I want to encourage you, my friend, never underestimate the significance of what 
God can do through your life.  
 
A while back there was an article in the Daily Bread.  It was written by Joe Stowell, 
and it was about Edward Kimball, a Sunday School teacher in Boston who decided to 
visit a young man in his class to be sure he was a Christian.  That day he led that man, 
Dwight L. Moody, to the Lord.  Moody, the Billy Graham of the 19th century, had a major 
impact on Wilbur Chapman.  Chapman, a prominent evangelist, recruited Billy Sunday 
to join in his evangelistic campaigns.  In turn, Sunday launched a national ministry that 
had great results in cities like Charlotte, North Carolina.  An organization that started 
as a result of Sunday's revival invited evangelist Mordecai Ham to Charlotte.  In one of 
those meetings, Billy Graham received Christ as his Savior and later became the most 
prominent evangelist of our time.  And then he says this, “When you think you don't 
have much to offer, remember Sunday School teacher Edward Kimball who spent a 
Saturday afternoon reaching out to someone in this class.  God has a special way of 
using routine faithfulness in the small things to accomplish great things, Amen?  
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Jesus prayed in his High Priestly Prayer, “I have brought you glory on earth by 
completing the work you gave me to do.”  Jesus didn't heal everyone.  He didn't talk 
with everyone.  He didn't teach everyone, but he completed the work the Father gave 
him to do, and he glorified God.  Your task is to do the work God is giving you to do, no 
more no less.  And you know what?  God's not in a hurry, so why should you be.  
 
Lastly, we need to remember that interruptions are often divine appointment.  Have 
you ever noticed from reading the Bible how often Jesus was interrupted?  He was 
interrupted by the blind man calling from the side of the road.  He was interrupted by 
the woman who for 12 years couldn't stop bleeding.  He was interrupted by the lepers.  
He was interrupted by children wanting to be blessed.  He was interrupted by four men 
wanting their friend to be healed.  He was interrupted by hungry people on a hillside.  
He was interrupted by his disciples when he tried to pray.  He was interrupted by a deaf 
man.  He was interrupted by a gentile woman who had a demonized daughter.  He 
was interrupted by religious authorities who tried to trick him.  He was interrupted by 
a Roman soldier who had a sick servant.  Jesus was constantly interrupted.  But you 
know what?  He was never in a hurry.  He always had time for those who were brought 
to him by his Father.  
 
When you're in a hurry you don't have time for people.  Interruptions are bad because 
they mess up your schedule; your plans for the day.  I've learned a valuable lesson from 
Jesus’ example, interruptions are not something to avoid or complain about, but they 
are God's appointments for me that day.  I'm not the one who controls my schedule, 
God does.  He decides what I am to do that day.  I believe that sometimes we are so 
locked into our own agenda that we missed God's agenda for our lives.  God's not in a 
hurry, but we often are.  
 
I’d like to close my message with a story I received by e-mail.  Most of what I get by e-
mail is not worth reading, but this story illustrates what I’ve been talking about -- God's 
not in a hurry.  Maybe some of you saw it.  It's called “The Cab Ride.”   This man wrote:
 

I arrived at the address and honked the horn.  After waiting a few minutes, I 
walked to the door and knocked.
 
“Just a minute,” answered a frail, elderly voice.  
 
I could hear something being dragged across the floor.  After a long pause, the 
door opened, a small woman in her 90s stood before me.  She was wearing a 
print dress and a pillbox hat with a veil pinned on it like somebody out of a 1940s 
movie.  By her side was a small, nylon suitcase.  The apartment looked as if no 
one had lived in it for years.  All the furniture was covered with sheets.  There 
were no clocks on the walls, no knickknacks or utensils on the counters.  In 
the corner was a cardboard box filled with photos and glassware.  “Would you 
carry my bag out to the car?” she said.  I took the suitcase to the cab and then 
returned to assist the woman.  She took my arm, and we walked slowly to the 
curb.  She kept thanking me for my kindness.
 
“It's nothing,” I told her.  “I just try to treat my passengers the way I would want 
my mother to be treated.”
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“Oh, you’re such a good boy,” she said.  When we got to the cab she gave me an 
address and then asked, “Could you drive through downtown?”
 
“It's not the shortest,” I answered quickly.  
 
“Oh, I don't mind,” she said.  “I'm in no hurry.  I'm on my way to hospice.” I looked 
in the rearview mirror.  Her eyes were glistening.  “I don't have any family left,” 
she continued in a soft voice.  “The doctor says I don't have very long.”  
 
I quietly reached over and shut off the meter.  “What route would you like me to 
take?” I asked.  For the next two hours we drove through the city.  She showed 
me the building where she had once worked as an elevator operator.  We drove 
through the neighborhood where she and her husband had lived when they were 
newlyweds.  She had me pull up in front of a furniture warehouse that had once 
been a ballroom where she had gone dancing as a girl.  Sometimes she asked 
me to slow in front of a particular building or corner and would just sit staring into 
the darkness saying nothing.  
 
As the first hint of sun was creasing the horizon, she suddenly said, “I'm tired.  
Let’s go now.”  We drove in silence to the address she had given me.  It was a 
low building, like a small convalescent home with a driveway that passed under 
a portico.  Two orderlies came out to the cab as soon as we pulled up.  They 
were intent, watching her every move.  They must have been expecting her.  
They opened the trunk and took the small suitcase to the door.  The woman was 
already seated in a wheelchair.  “How much do I owe you?” she asked, reaching 
into her purse.  
 
“Nothing,” I said.
 
“You have to make a living,” she answered.  
 
“There are other passengers,” I responded.
 
Almost without thinking, I bent and gave her a hug.  She held onto me tightly. 
 “You gave an old woman a little moment of joy,” she said.  “Thank you.”
 
I squeezed her hand and then walked into the dim morning light.  Behind me 
a door shut.  It was the sound of the closing of a life.  I didn't pick up any more 
passengers that shift.  I drove aimlessly, lost in thought for the rest of the day.  I 
could hardly talk.  What if that woman had gotten an angry driver or one who was 
impatient to end his shift?  What if I had refused to take the run or had honked 
once and then driven away?  On a quick review, I don't think that I have done 
anything more important in my life.  

 
We’re conditioned to think that our lives revolve around great moments, but great 
moments often catch us unaware, beautifully wrapped in what others may consider a 
small one.  
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People, God's not in a hurry.  He knows what he's doing in your life, so let me give you 
several practical suggestions.  First, heed the wise man's advice: ruthlessly eliminate 
hurry from your life.  Let someone else go first in the line today or this week.  You don't 
have to be the first one to get to the destination.  Take some time to go for a walk or a 
drive.  As some of you know, I do a lot of walking.  You’d be surprised how much God 
speaks to you when you're walking or how much of the world you see when you slow 
down and you walk.  Spend some time with your spouse or your kids this week.  Make 
that phone call or send that e-mail to a special friend.  You'll be amazed how much a life 
you miss when you're always in a hurry.  
 
Secondly, slow down and make time every day to meet with your God.  It will transform 
your life.  Find a special place to read the Bible and pray at least ten minutes a day.  
Start tomorrow morning.  If you can, come by the church tomorrow: it's our Day of 
Prayer.  The sanctuary will be open all day.  Come by, spend some time.  If you can't 
get here then find a place at home or work where you can meet with God tomorrow.  
He's waiting for you.  And don't you do all the talking.  Remember what God said to the 
psalmist, “Be still and know that I am God.  I will be exalted among the nations.  I 
will be exalted in the earth.”  
 
As Paul reminded the Philippians he reminds us, “For I am confident of this very thing, 
that he who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”  
Amen?  Amen.  Let’s pray.
 
Lord, we’re so thankful that you are the Sovereign God.  You control our schedules.  
You can control our lives.  You control everything that's happening.  And the most tragic 
thing is to go through life and never stop and slow down to just spend time with you, 
seated at your feet, getting instruction from you, getting empowerment and blessing.  
Oh, Lord, may it be different.  May we make a decision today to slow down to spend 
that time with you daily at your feet, to wait on you.  And, Lord, too as we are so hurried, 
we are a very success-driven culture.  We are part of our culture.  How often, Lord, we 
don't meet needs that you bring our way because we’re too much in a hurry.  I pray 
it will be different.  I pray through the power of the Holy Spirit that you will help us to 
pause and to make the most of those opportunities that you bring our way, to minister to 
those around us.  Jesus, what you do through us will last forever, so use us.  Use your 
people to accomplish your work.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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