
 
August 21, 2011 – Luke 15:1-32

 
Is This the Father You Know?

Pastor Matt Pierce
 
I was thinking about a story as I was preparing this week.  It was the story of a funeral 
that I attended.  As a pastor, we obviously attend a lot of funerals.  Sometimes we 
officiate them, sometimes we are just overseeing them, sometimes we’re just attending 
them.  On this particular case, a while ago, I was just overseeing a funeral.  We’ll just 
call the man “Joe,” the one who passed away.  Joe had led a lifestyle that basically in 
the end cost him his life.  I knew that coming into the funeral, and as I set there, I just 
started making some observations of people coming into the funeral.  I noticed that 
most of them were sitting in the back.  I observed that just based on their unwillingness 
to maybe come down to the front and some other observations, it made it clear that Joe 
and his friends maybe led similar lifestyles and perhaps they hadn’t seen the inside of a 
church in a long time.  
 
Anyway, as we were reflecting on Joe’s life and some slides came up on the screen, it 
became clear to me that Joe probably didn’t have a relationship with Jesus, at least not 
on what I was seeing.  But then as the pastor came up and delivered the message, he 
started talking about Joe.  In fact, he had presented Jesus to Joe on a number of times 
in his entire life; Joe had rejected Jesus.  But then at the very end of the message the 
pastor said he had visited Joe almost at the end of his life.  He presented Jesus one 
more time, and Joe received the Lord and he got saved.  It was like an amazing last-
second thing.  
 
I remember sitting there, and the first thought that popped into my head was, “Yeah, 
right.  That doesn’t seem fair.  How can a guy reject God his entire life and then at the 
very end, kinda like a foxhole conversion – I mean, I wonder if it was a real conversion.”  
That’s what I found myself thinking.  Now, I know better when thoughts like that pop into 
my head.  I had no idea where it came from, but I know better.  
 
I don’t know what it was about that day.  I was tired; maybe I had a hundred things 
going on on my plate.  I was thinking about that, but whatever the reason, I let those 
thoughts linger.  And when I do that, the next thing that happens is emotions start 
flooding in.  The first emotion I felt was anger, like “Come on!  Really.” Almost a 
resentment, like, “You’re going to go ahead and do whatever you want your entire life 
and then squeak in at the last – come on, really?  Is that how this is gonna really work?”  
And I started grumbling and mumbling and kinda having a little pity party. 
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I thought about that day as I was preparing for this message.  And as I was thinking 
through maybe what the Pharisees were thinking as they were following Jesus 
around watching how he was interacting with certain crowds of people, I found myself 
wondering if that’s what they were thinking, that’s what they were feeling.  Luke 
Chapter 15, as I said, there is the “Parable of the Prodigal” is what most Bibles kinda 
title that passage.  Actually after studying it, I found out that the prodigal son is not 
necessarily the main character in the story.  The New Revised Standard version of the 
Bible entitles that section “The Prodigal and His Brother,” which in my opinion is a little 
more accurate.  After studying it this week I would just like to call it “The Two Lost Sons” 
with an “s” on the end.  
 
To get the context right for any of these parables, it’s important that we go back to the 
beginning, and we try to find out why did Jesus tell this story?  Who was he talking to? 
Who was in the crowd that day?  To get that context right we need to go back to the 
beginning of the chapter.  I just want to read the first two verses here in Luke Chapter 
15 verse 1, “Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear him, 
2 but the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.”
 
It was an interesting crowd that day.  By this time Jesus had a lot of people following 
him – all different kinds of people actually.  On this particular day there were two 
primary groups of people in this crowd according to Luke Chapter 15 verse 1.  The 
first group of people were tax collectors and sinners.  Now, we know that tax collectors 
were rejected.  They were employed basically by the Roman government to charge 
the Jews tax.  They were Jews themselves working for the enemy, so to speak.  And 
if taking taxes from your own countrymen wasn’t bad enough, the way they did it was 
very harsh.  They were also very greedy people, and they would line their pockets.  The 
Romans didn’t care.  They could take whatever they wanted.  As long as they got their 
cut, the tax collectors could keep the rest.  They weren’t a very liked group of people.  
 
Along with them in the crowd that day were sinners.  Now, notice this word “sinners,” 
if you have the NIV, is in quotes, and I wonder why that is.  The answer is because it’s 
not sinners in the context that we’re all sinners, right?  I looked it up.  This particular 
word “sinners” was the most notorious, most wicked, worst possible sinners that you 
could come up with.  The Amplified Bible actually called them “notoriously wicked.”  
These guys were basically thugs and mobsters and criminals, the worst thing that 
society could produce.  And for some reason it was the tax collectors and these 
notorious sinners were flocking to hear Jesus.  This passage says they were all there.  
Can you imagine that?  The worst thugs that you could possibly come up with and the 
rejects that worked for the Romans were all just flocking and gathering around to hear 
what Jesus had to say.  It gives you an interesting perspective.  
 
But there was another group in the crowd that day.  I’m willing to bet they weren’t down 
there intermingling with the sinners and the tax collectors.  Maybe they were looming in 
the back.  They were the Pharisees and the teachers of the law.  We all know about the 
Pharisees.  The teachers of the law were also known as scribes.  They did a lot of the 
Bible study, and they basically interpreted a lot of the more difficult part of the law.  The 
Pharisees were more into just living the law on the outside and just kinda portraying 
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themselves as being really good.  Well, they were also in the crowd that day keeping 
their distance.  A weird mix of people to be sure—all gathering around to hear Jesus.  
What a cultural clash.  
 
One group came to hear Jesus, according to verse 2, and one group came to 
mutter. That word “mutter” means “grumble” or “complain in a low tone” just amongst 
themselves.  What were they grumbling about?  “If this man or this God he claims to be, 
Jesus, is from God, how on earth could he be associating and eating with tax collectors 
and sinners?”  That’s what they were grumbling about.  And by the looks of that crowd 
I think I kinda understood maybe where they were coming from.  These were the dregs 
of society, and they’re flocking to see Jesus.  That’s a red flag already, right?  They’re 
back there wondering, “What in the world?  If this guy is so holy and everything and he’s 
from God, why was he interacting and eating with tax collectors and sinners?”  In this 
culture to eat with somebody basically it meant you accepted them. They couldn’t figure 
that out, so they were grumbling and complaining.  
 
Interesting what Jesus saw that day. He obviously knew that these two groups were 
in the crowd, but from his perspective he saw that these groups were both lost but 
in completely different ways.  One group was notoriously bad on the inside and the 
outside, self-centered, unrighteous.  They knew it.  They didn’t try to hide it, and they 
didn’t really care.  The other group was just as bad on the inside, but they tried to cover 
it up on the outside by being good and being moral and trying to live perfectly.  They 
were so good at covering it up they even covered it up to themselves because they 
thought they were okay.  They thought they had a relationship with God, but from Jesus’ 
perspective they were both lost.
 
Just for purposes of illustration today, I would like for you to think of these two groups 
of people as two ditches on either side of a narrow path.  The ditch on the left is the 
notorious sinners; we’ll call that the side of self-fulfillment, “I’m gonna do whatever I 
want, whenever I want.  I don’t care who it hurts.  It’s all about me.  I’m gonna do it 
anytime I want whenever I want” - self-fulfillment side of the ditch.  On the right side 
in the right ditch we’ll call that moral conformity.   That’s where the Pharisees and 
the scribes were and the rest of the religious hypocrites.  In their minds they were 
thinking, “I’m not gonna do anything wrong.”  
 
Jesus said both are a ditch.  If you can envision that narrow path on the top is true life, 
and that’s where Jesus is.  He recognized the perils of both sides, and he saw that in 
the crowd that day.  The sinners and the Pharisees were in two different ditches, but 
they were also very similar.  They’re both hurting.  They both needed to be valued.  
They were both very confused, and they were both strangely drawn to Jesus.  The 
reality is they were both seeking that narrow path, but neither of them could find it 
because they were stuck in ditches.
 
It’s to these two groups of people that Jesus told three parables. The first parable is 
the Parable of Lost Coin, the second parable is the Parable of the Lost Son.  In those 
two parables we see some similarities that something of value was lost and then it was 
found, and then there was a rejoicing, almost a party.  There was joy in heaven when 
the item was found.  By the way, when Jesus taught parables – Jesus was sneaky 
sometimes – when Jesus taught parables, he would often craft the parable in a way to 
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fit the crowd.  He would tell stories and parables where the characters in his parable 
could often connect, or the people in the crowd could see themselves in the story.  And 
that’s what was going on here today.  The first two parables he reinforces the idea that 
God loves sinners and God has joy when one sinner repents.  There is rejoicing and 
celebrating in heaven when one notoriously evil sinner repents.  And he drives that point 
home in the first two parables.
 
The third parable is about a father who had two sons.  Let me read this very familiar 
parable in Luke Chapter 15, verse 11:
 

Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one 
said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided 
his property between them. 
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for 
a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After 
he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, 
and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen 
of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill 
his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him 
anything. 
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and 
go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me 
like one of your hired men.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. 
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and 
kissed him. 
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and 
put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the 
fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of 
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began 
to celebrate. 
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and 
asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and 
your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and 
sound.’ 
28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went 
out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these 
years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you 
never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 
30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with 
prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 
31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have 
is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of 
yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” 
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What’s going on here?  Are you beginning to see how the people in the crowd may have 
been playing out in the parable?  We’ve got the younger brother, the prodigal, we’ve got 
the older brother.  I’ll bet the people in the crowd that day started connecting the dots.  
 
Let’s back into this parable for a minute.  What is going on?  Why is this older son so 
angry?  I mean, he is really angry.  According to the text he felt, “I have dedicated my 
entire life to service to you.”  He used the word “slavery.”  “I’ve been your slave.  I’ve 
been here the whole time.  I’ve never disobeyed you once and you’ve never done 
anything for me.”  Do you hear that?  “I’ve done all of this for you like a slave, and you 
never gave me anything, ever.  But when this other son of yours comes home, he has 
done all these horrible things and now all of a sudden he is getting a party.  How come 
I don’t get any attention?  How come he’s getting all the attention?”  He’s grumbling, 
and he’s really mad.  In the end there he compares himself in his own words to his 
brother, “And guess who’s gonna come out on top!”  He’s angry.  He compares his 
moral behavior with his brother’s selfish behavior.  Of course he looks better, and he 
presents that argument to the father, “Look at me.  Look at how good I am compared to 
– what?  Did you see what you’re other son did, and he gets the party!  That’s not fair.”  
 
You know, it’s a dangerous thing to focus on our works and our moral goodness to 
sort of justify ourself before God.  You know the worst possible thing that can happen 
if we choose that route is that we would succeed.  Because when we succeed at moral 
goodness, it pushes us only further into the ditch.  It pushes us further away from God, 
not closer, because it’s still all about us, right?  And the scariest thing about this side 
of the ditch is the Pharisees.  Most people today who find themselves in this ditch 
don’t even know they’re there because it looks so right, it looks so Christian.  It looks 
so good because they got the outside thing going on, and they’re probably getting 
strokes.  They’re probably getting accolades, and they’re probably getting attention from 
everyone around them, “Look at them.  They’re on fire for God,” because you can hide 
the wickedness in your heart and mask that, but it’s not real.  
 
Is this serious?  Just ask the Jews.  It’s very serious.  Paul knew this.  He prayed for his 
brothers in Romans Chapter 10, verse 1.  Listen to this:
 

Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may 
be saved.  2For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their 
zeal is not based on knowledge.  3Since they did not know the righteousness that 
comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s 
righteousness.

 
Are you kidding?  The Israelites were the most moral people on the planet, but they 
weren’t even saved.  The Israelites were so pure and pure on the outside they probably 
would be leaders and pastors and elders and deacons in a lot of churches, but they 
weren’t even saved.  Church attendance – check.  Bible knowledge – check.  Prayer 
warrior – check.  Lost – check.  And they didn’t even know it.  They thought Jesus was 
crazy.  They thought he was a lunatic.  Jesus said, “You don’t know God. You belong 
to your father the Devil.”  Hmm, I wonder how that made them feel, right?  But lest we 
be naïve to think that it only can happen to unsaved people.  
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You know what the book of Galatians is about?  The whole entire book of Galatians 
is Paul.  He can’t believe that this group of people in this province up in Galatia they 
got saved, the Spirit was working in the church, they had received the Holy Spirit, 
miracles happening, God was everywhere, and then all of a sudden they seemed to be 
abandoning that and slipping back into works.  They wanted to start obeying the law 
again.  Listen to what Paul says to that group of people (Galatians 3:1-3):
 

1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus 
Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one thing from 
you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you 
heard? 3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to 
attain your goal by human effort?
 

And in Chapter 5, verse 2, Paul says:
 

Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, --
 
Which is part of obeying the law –
 

Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets 
himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who 
are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen 
away from grace.

 
People, you can be in one side of the ditch, get rescued by God from a prodigal type 
of life, rescued and saved and made clean only to slip back in on the other side and go 
right back to start producing your own goodness.  It can happen.  It kinda goes like this:  
saved by grace; sanctified by works.  You ever heard that one?  “God did the saving, 
but now I gotta take over from here.” How do we know if we’ve fallen into this right side 
of the ditch?  Let’s take a look at the text.  Let me ask you some questions based on the 
older son’s responses.  Do you look at the negative behavior of others more than your 
own?  Does your service to God have hidden strings attached?  Do you see yourself 
slaving for God or the church?  Are you ever resentful of those who seem to be free in 
Christ?  How come they’re so happy?  They’re not working hard enough?  Do you ever 
feel resentful or doubtful when one of those known sinners gets saved?  
 
I’m talking about your initial thought, not when you realize “Oh, I shouldn’t be thinking 
that.”  What’s the first thought?  You ever get resentful or feel resentful?  Do you 
honestly experience love, peace, and joy regularly?  
 
Back in Galatians Paul kinda summed it up and he asked his friends there, “What 
happened to your joy?”  It’s what he said in Chapter 4 verse 15.  “Where did it go?  
It’s gone.”  People, the ditches only provide temporary happiness not true, lasting joy.  
True, lasting joy only comes from a deep, intimate, love-based, personal relationship 
with God.  
 
I know you might be sitting here, “I know that.  How do I get that?  I’ve been a Christian 
forever.  I’ve wanted that.  How do I get that?”  Obviously I don’t have time in the 
next five minutes to lay out your whole discipleship plan, but can I offer a starting 
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point for us today?  And can I start by saying getting into a beautiful, personal, love-
based relationship with God does not start by working harder.  Christianity is not about 
behavior modification.  That’s not what it’s about.  It’s about an inner transformation.  
 
People, we’re messed up.  We’re no different than the most notorious sinner in the 
Tenderloin in San Francisco.  We’re just as evil and just as wicked without Christ.  If 
that’s not clear in this parable, then nothing else could be.  We can’t clean ourselves 
up by our own moral goodness or pull ourselves up by our bootstraps.  We don’t have 
it in us.  We need God to do that.  We need God to come in not only save us from our 
sin but to sanctify us and transform us, and that happens day in and day out.  If I live to 
be 1,000, and if you did too, it would still be happening because this side of heaven it’s 
a long process.  And the starting point is true repentance, and the word “repentance” 
does not mean changed behavior, it means changed mind.  It means thinking a different 
way.  Is your behavior going to change?  Yes, but it happens from the inside out, not the 
outside in.  God comes in on the inside and begins to enlighten us and change our heart 
and remove the badness and remove the stench and remove the evil.  And the result of 
that is changed behavior. The result of that is love. The result of that is joy.  You can’t 
produce that by good works.  Oh, I wish I could have known this about 15 years ago.  
True Christianity begins with a genuine repentance where you could say, “I realize I’m in 
a ditch, and I can’t get out on my own.”  
 
Look what happened to the prodigal. This is such a beautiful story when you look at it 
in this context.  Verse 17, the prodigal has created for himself an absolute mess life.  
Anybody relate to that?  I’ve lived in both ditches by the way.  My prodigal days went 
all the way into my 30s, and I could compete with some of the stuff he was doing.  He 
had created a life.  At least he knew it.  He’s sitting there with the pigs thinking, “This is 
not working with me in control.” But you know what?  When he came to his senses, you 
know what he thought?  “My father.”  He thought about his father and he remembered 
that his father was kind and compassionate and generous and loving.  And he said, “I’d 
be better off just working for my dad.  That’s gotta be better than this.”  
 
I mean, that’s part of repentance, coming to your senses and realizing, “I’m in a mess 
here.  My father can help.”  So he made a move toward home.  But the Bible said – 
and don’t miss this – the Bible says that “while he was still a long way off.”  Why does 
it include that fact?  Because we can’t come all the way back on our own.  We can’t 
climb up that side of the ditch on our own.  God has got to come down and get us.  
All we have to do is look up, make a move, realize our predicament.  God will come 
down into the ditch, God from a long way off, and rescue us.  That’s what happened 
to the prodigal son.  Listen to this, “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him.”  What does that tell you?  The father is always looking.  He is always looking for 
somebody to just turn their eyes toward him, always looking.  “When he was still a long 
way off, the father saw him and was filled with compassion.”  That word “compassion” 
means a deep, heartfelt love.  
 
“He ran to his son.”  Can I get the context here?  Middle Eastern older men do not hitch 
up their gown and start running through town.  It’s not in their character, alright?  
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The Pharisees listening to this story were rolling their eyes going, “This guy’s nuts.  The 
father would never do that.”  Well, this father did.  He’s got the turban thing going.  He’s 
got all these robes on, and he running out.  That word “ran” means “like a race.”  He is 
going as fast as he possibly can. He’s sweating.  He’s probably, like, older.  Running, 
just running in the dust, sweat on his face.  Gets to the son, and the son starts going 
through his little speech, “Father, I have sinned against . . .”  He doesn’t even get to 
the end, and the father just grabs him, stinky, smelly prodigal.  Probably hadn’t had a 
shower in who knows how long.  He just grabs him, and he hugs him, and he kisses 
him.  And this word “kiss” -- I did a lot of research on it – this word “kiss” doesn’t mean 
like a peck on the cheek.  It means he is kissing him all over the face, all over the dirt, 
all over the grime.  He’s just holding him and kissing him over and over and over again.  
And he is so filled with joy and compassion.  His heart is so moved.  That’s the father.  
 
Is that the Father you know?  Is that the God you know?  Well, this relationship 
with God starts there.  I don’t know about you, but when I got there you know what 
happened to me?  I had a desire for God.  I had a desire just to be with him, not to 
perform for him.  Not to like try to earn his approval.  I already got that.  Do you get that 
in this passage?  The prodigal son did nothing to earn the father’s approval, but he had 
it.  
 
What’s our role?  Believe it.  Believe it, and then act like we believe it.  If you’re a 
Christian here today, the Father loves you no matter what.  He loves you.  
 
That day at the funeral I remember walking out of this building, and I knew something 
was wrong.  I’ve learned a lot spiritually in my relationship with God.  And I know one 
thing, when I’m feeling anger or resentment, when I’m feeling that and I have, like, 
trouble in my spirit, I know something’s not right.  In the old days I would try to medicate 
that or try to stop the feelings or stop the trouble some other way.  But now I kinda came 
to my senses, you know, and I realize that I just need to talk to my Father, and I just 
went into a time of prayer.  Now this isn’t probably a normal time of prayer, but it’s more 
of a confession.  I know that that trouble I feel and those emotions; they’re like warning 
lights on the dashboard of my heart.  You know, when I’m feeling that, it’s telling me 
something’s not right in my heart and I need to do something.  We need to work on this 
or it’s just going to fester.  I’m just walking back to my office, and I’m really a mess.  I 
just stop and I start to pray.  I do what I learned how to do, I asked God, “Father, why 
am I feeling this way?  What’s going on?”  
 
I’ll never forget God’s response.  He said, “Son, do you think that you’re better or more 
deserving than Joe?”  That was all it took.  
 
That was all it took and I, “No, Father.”  
 
It was tender though. It wasn’t like, “SON.”  It was “Son.”  God knows the ditches.  God 
knows.  He knows. He treats us with love and compassion, firmness but love.
 
I said, “No, Father, I’m sorry.  What can I do, Lord?”
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God says, “I don’t know what you’re gonna due, but we’re in here having a party 
because Joe got saved.  Why don’t you come in and celebrate with us?”  And by the 
way, you know the party that’s going on in heaven?  Sinners getting saved all the 
time, so this joyful party going on in heaven; it’s happening all the time.  It’s not just to 
celebrate the sinner but the Savior.  You’re not going to go into the party and there’s 
pictures of Joe everywhere, and his face is on the cake.  I mean it’s awesome that Joe 
got saved, but the one that’s being celebrated, the one that everyone’s rejoicing over, 
the one that the angels are singing about is God.  That’s what the party is about, that 
God saves sinners.  Amen?  
 
You know it’s crazy the way this parable ends as I wrap this up.  It really doesn’t have 
an ending.  John MacArthur, pastor, speaker, author, Bible scholar John MacArthur 
had a very interesting take on this as I studied.  He said, “You know, this parable is 
different than a lot of the other parables that Jesus taught because most parables have 
a balance.  You know there’s a story line going on.  What they had to do is they didn’t 
have Bibles in those days so you had to memorize stores.  And the way they did that 
is they had balance in the story.  John MacArthur points out that this story was out of 
balance.  In other words it had really no ending.  It had no conclusion.  There was no 
final note.  There was no little teaching tool.  It wasn’t anything like that.  He shared, and 
I agree, perhaps it was that Jesus knew that the ending hadn’t been written yet because 
when he got to this point in the parable, everybody in the crowd knew who they were in 
the story.  
 
Maybe he ended it purposely and looked at the Pharisees as if to say, “How is this 
going to end, guys.”  Everybody there was waiting to see: What was the older brother 
going to do in this story?  What was he going to do?  
 
Was he going to come to his senses and, “Oh, I see.  Oh, father, I’ve been so foolish.  I 
understand now.  You’re a loving God.  Oh, so awesome that you saved my little – oh, 
let’s go in the party.”  Is that what happened?  That’s not what happened.  We know 
what happened.  For all intensive purposes, the older son picked up a piece of wood 
and beat the father to death.  That’s exactly what happened.  The incarnate God was 
killed with wood, but that’s not even the final note.  Because while the beating was 
taking place, God looked up and even then was willing to accept those that killed him.  
Is this the God you know?  
 
People, this is about grace and what it really means.  The door was open for these 
Pharisees any time they wanted to come in, and the door is open for any Pharisee 
today who finds himself on the right side of the path.  The door’s open.  The Father 
would climb down either side and rescue us.  It’s just harder on the moral side.  
 
How is this parable going to end for us this morning?  We find ourself connecting with 
one group or the other in this story.  Maybe you could just start with realizing who God 
is and just make it one move in our heart toward him.  Maybe just saying, “Father, I 
want to come home.  I’m tired, and I want to come home.”
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Father, I just want to thank you today for this story and what it means to us as your 
kids.  I pray this truth would just take root in our hearts.  As we walk out of here into the 
sunshine and the craziness for the rest of the weekend, we would never forget your 
embrace, your compassion and how you feel about us.  Go before us today, God, and 
we thank you for who you are and what you’ve done.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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