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The Word of God
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If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to 
1 Thessalonians Chapter 2. We’re going to be looking today at verses 13 to 16. 
 
You know, it’s very interesting that this SB48 thing has come up because it's very 
indicative of what's going on in our world today. More, more, and more it's the voice of 
culture, the voice of man, not the voice of God that people are listening to.
 
We’ve been starting this study in 1 Thessalonians about “Staying Strong and Living 
Ready” because it’s going to become increasingly difficult for people to do that. I hope 
you know that there is an assault on the minds of people to try to get them to move 
further and further away from God and to embrace a culture that's more and more 
Godless. I don’t know if you see that going on, but it is very overt, it is very intentional, 
and Christians need to take a stand. We need to know and listen to the voice of God in 
our culture.
 
In 1 Thessalonians we have for us an example of a church who did that very well. And 
as we’ve been sharing before, this is a church that, with few of the resources we enjoy, 
stood strong in a world that was very much opposed to the gospel. So today we’re going 
to be looking at 1Thessalonians Chapter 2, verses 13 through 16 dealing with the word 
of God. 
 
Sometimes we think churches are a bit harsh and sometimes we’re too narrow and all 
of those things, but we need to be able to laugh at ourselves. I was reading about a 
pastor who was in a church completing a sermon on temperance, you know, the evils of 
drugs and alcohol and all of these things. He tried with emphasis to close the sermon. 
You talk about the irony of how things get put together, this is the way he concluded 
his sermon, “If I had all the beer in the world, I'd take it and pour it into the river.”  And 
with even greater emphasis he said, “And if I had all the wine in the world, I’d take it 
and pour it into the river.”  And finally, shaking his fist in the air, he said, “If I had all 
the whisky in the world, I’d take it and pour it into the river,” and then he sat down. The 
place was stunned. 
 
The song leader got up, and he said, “Wow. Well, to close our service today, I’d like you 
to turn to our final song, Hymn #365, ‘Shall We Gather at the River.’”  Ha, ha. You gotta 
love it!  God has a sense of humor, doesn’t he?  And we need to have one too even in 
the midst of all these things we face in staying strong and living ready.
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Paul wrote to this church he loved and was encouraged by, and this is what he told 
them. One of the keys to the reason they stood so strong in their day and show us how 
to stand strong today, this is what he said in 1 Thessalonians 2 verse 13:
 

And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of 
God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as 
it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe. 14 For you, 
brothers, became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, which are in Christ 
Jesus: You suffered from your own countrymen the same things those churches 
suffered from the Jews 15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and also 
drove us out. They displease God and are hostile to all men 16 in their effort to 
keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. In this way 
they always heap up their sins to the limit. The wrath of God has come upon 
them at last. 

 
Let’s pray for a moment.
 
Father, your word is truth. It is a gift, a treasure that anytime, anywhere we can open 
up this word and hear you speak. And when we memorize this word and sow it in our 
hearts, there is no time when we are ever separated from the voice of God. 
 
I want to thank you today, God, for our church. I want to thank you, God, for our 
church that meets in Antioch, and I want to thank you for our church that meets here 
Brentwood. I want to thank you for our church that meets in multiple homes and in small 
groups and Bible studies. I want to thank you, God, for our church that meets around 
the world through missionaries and other servants. And I want to thank you, God, that 
our church honors your word, believes your Bible to be true, and is unashamed to take 
a stand to defend it, to preach it, proclaim it, and live it. Thank you for the difference 
your word makes in our lives and for the difference it makes in the lives of others. And I 
thank you, God, for the powerful example of the Thessalonian church that received and 
accepted this word. I pray, God, that today you will help us to hear it, receive it, believe 
it, and obey it. And we'll thank you for all that you’ll show us. In Jesus name, Amen. 
 
When I was in college I played football in a city flag league. Our high school didn't have 
a football team, so when I went off to college I had really little chance of playing there. 
But this city league in New England that I was a part of, each town had their own team. 
It was very competitive made up mostly of guys who had played football in college and 
were now out playing in the city league. It was hard hitting, and it was fun. Because I 
was fast, and the emphasis on “was” and because I could catch a ball, I used to play 
wide receiver. 
 
Now, people more accomplished at that position than I am will tell you that your job as 
a receiver is to catch the ball when it is thrown to you. When that ball is in the air, I can 
tell you if you're going to be good at what you do, you have to be able to focus wholly on 
that ball and catching it, and tune out every other thing that’s around you. You cannot 
be focused on people’s shouts. You cannot be focused on the arms that are waving in 
front of your face. You cannot be focused on the guy that’s about to cream you. You 
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cannot be thinking about how it’s gonna hurt when you are slammed into the ground. To 
be a good receiver, you focus on one thing and that's catching the ball and holding onto 
it. 
 
That's the same thing that needs to happen when you become a Christian. The ball that 
we focus on is the word of God. And in an age that's trying to distract us from hearing 
and focusing and believing the word, we need to realize that to be strong Christians we 
need to focus on that word, on receiving it and holding onto it. That's what the people of 
Thessalonica did.
 
This is our fourth message in our series focusing on “Staying Strong and Living Ready.”  
Like a lighthouse that stands strong and ready for whatever comes through the years, 
so too must we. It’s not easy to live for Jesus in any age, and it’s going to become 
increasingly hard to do so. In fact, if I'm reading my Bible correctly, there will be a mass 
exodus from the church at some point as people decide it's just too hard to live for 
Jesus. They will go the way of the culture. Like the people of Thessalonica, we need to 
learn how to stay strong and to live ready, and this is a church that can teach us how to 
do it. 
 
Paul founded this church on his second missionary journey in A.D. 49. He and his 
companions Silas, Luke, and Timothy stayed as little as three weeks to minister with 
this body of believers. Can you imagine?  A group of people who three weeks prior 
knew nothing about the gospel, now come to Christ, form a little church, and three 
weeks later their leaders leave, forced out, leaving them with no Bible, no trained 
leadership, and facing severe persecution. That kind of scenario does not bode well for 
the strengthening or success of a church, and Paul was greatly concerned as to how 
they would stand. When Paul sent Timothy from Athens later to see how they were 
doing, he was overjoyed to learn that they were not only surviving, they were thriving, 
and their faith and their example was becoming an example to the entire Roman 
Empire.
 
Paul wrote this letter of 1 Thessalonians to encourage them to stay strong and to live 
ready: a strength and a readiness tied directly to their response to the word of God they 
had received and accepted. And people can stay strong and live ready when they hear 
and receive the word of God. 
 
Why is the word of God so vital, so impacting to help us stay strong and live ready?  
Because, as Paul told the Thessalonians, it is the word of God, not the word of men, 
and it is the word of salvation to all who believe. Receiving the word of God is vital 
because it is the word of God not the word of men. Paul said in verse 13, “And we also 
thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard 
from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, 
which is at work in you who believe.”
 
Last year, the Gallery of Modern Art in Glasgow, Scotland hosted a series of exhibitions. 
One of those exhibits was called “Untitled 2009.”  It's interesting that the exhibit was 
called “Made in God's Image.”  But in this one exhibit called “Untitled 2009” there was 
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simply an open Bible. Next to the Bible was a container of pens and a notice which 
read, “If you feel you’ve been excluded from the Bible, please write your way back into 
it.”  
 
In this article I was reading at preaching today.com submitted by Van Morris, I believe 
a pastor from Mount Washington, Kentucky, he went on to comment about this display. 
He said:
 

There are number of things disconcerting about such an invitation, about 
writing yourself into the Bible. Chiefly it makes us the subject and the Bible 
an object that can bend to every whim and agenda. But what's worth noting is 
the venomous response of people who have visited the exhibit. Visitors have 
responded to the invitation by daubing the Bible’s pages with a litany of angry 
and lewd comments. One person wrote, “This is all sexist pish,” a British word 
meaning “deep disdain,” so they wrote, “Disregard all of it.”  
 
Another wrote on the first page of Genesis, “I am bi-female and proud. I want no 
God who is disappointed in this.”  Others have even taken the opportunity to alter 
verses, including Genesis 1:1 to prove that everything about the Bible and God 
himself is manmade.  

 
“Made in God's Image,” the word of God open for display, and people are desecrating 
it at every opportunity. You know, people can change the Bible. They can reject the 
Bible. They can burn, deface, or desecrate the Bible, but they cannot change a thing. 
God's word stands forever, and man's word does not. Even if the Bible was written by 
men, men would have no right to change it. You just try to change another author's 
work today; you'll be facing copyright suits. How much less do we have the right to even 
attempt at changing a book written by God himself. In fact, man has only two choices 
in regards to the word of God, and you ultimately will be held accountable for this in the 
end regardless of your view of it today: we either receive the word of God and obey it, 
or we reject it and forever pay the consequence of that rejection. Those are our only two 
choices. The Thessalonians heard it and they received, and that's what impacted their 
lives, their church, and their world. Paul said, “They received it for what it actually is, the 
word of God,” he said, “and not the word of men.”
 
Paul uses two words to describe the Thessalonian’s response to the word of God, which 
taken together makes their response pretty remarkable. He said, “You received it and 
you accepted it.”  The word “receive” there means “to receive from another.”  Paul said 
to them, “You received the word of God from us, but you received it as coming from 
God.” That's what he's talking about. “And, therefore, you accepted it.” The word implies 
a deliberate choice to take what hit your ears and bring it into your heart. The first 
word “receive” has to do with taking it in your ear, the second word has to do with taking 
it in your heart. When you seen these two words used together like this, they tell of the 
response that God is looking for whenever the word of God is heard. “The word of God 
came from us,” Paul said, “to your ear, and you knew it was God's word, therefore, you 
chose to take it in, and it has now made its way into your heart. That's why the word of 
God is at work in you,” he said, “because you believed it.”
 
The word “work” there means “to work in” or “to become operative.”  It always refers in 
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the Scripture to the supernatural work of God. And what Paul is telling them is, “God 
is working in your life because you received God's word into your heart. This happens 
because you believe it. It is at work in you who believe.”
 
That word “believe” means “a transference of trust.” I apologize in the outline, I have a 
typo in there. It says “thirst,” but it’s supposed to be the word “trust.” That's my mistake. 
You are persuaded enough to put your full trust and confidence in what God has said, 
which explains why so many professing Christians do not see God more operational 
in their lives. They hear the word, but they do not take it in and obey it. They do not 
receive it.
 
You know, the Scripture tells us it would be better not to hear the word than to hear it 
and not do it. That's why James, the Lord's brother, wrote so clearly in James Chapter 1 
when he was telling people, “Be careful not to be hearers and not doers.” James 1 
verse 22, “Do not merely listen to the word and so deceive yourselves.” 
 
There are actually people who think, “Well, I'm gonna go hear God's word today. I’m 
gonna read my Bible today,” but then they don’t do what it says.
 
And God says you are only deceiving yourselves:
 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 
23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man 
who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and 
immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But the man who looks intently into the 
perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this—not forgetting what he 
has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.

 
That's why Jesus taught that when you hear the word of God you must receive it and 
obey it. By the way, how you receive the word reveals the spiritual condition of your 
heart. Do you remember in Luke Chapter 8 Jesus told the Parable of the Soils or the 
Parable of the Seed. Do you remember?  Luke 8 verse 4:
 

While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town 
after town, he told this parable: 

 
Interesting. Crowds are not a problem for Jesus. Finding people who really believed him 
was.
 

5A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some 
fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. 6 
Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they 
had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it 
and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and 
yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown. 
When he said this, he called out, “He who has an ear to hear, let them hear.” 
9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “The knowledge 
of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I 
speak in parables, so that, 
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‘though seeing, they may not see;  
though hearing, they may not understand.’”

 
In other words,”There are people who will listen, but they’re not really interested in 
hearing, so I speak in parables because if you’re really interested in hearing, you will 
hear what God is saying.”
 

11This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those 
along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes 
away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 
13 Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they 
hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of 
testing they fall away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those 
who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, 
riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But the seed on good soil 
stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, 

 
or receive it
 

and by persevering produce a crop. 
 
They hold onto it.
 
Same seed, different results. The difference is in the way it is received. The whole point 
of the parable was to get people to think: What kind of soil are you?  What response 
has the word of God had in your life?  Is your heart hard so that Satan easily steals it 
away?  Is it rocky so that you have some reception but no root?  You never grow. You 
never get deeper. You never hunger for it, and never thirst for it. And when things get 
tough you fall away. Or is your heart thorny?  You like the word. You love to hear it. You 
receive it. But you love a lot of other things more, so your concerns for the world and 
worries and riches and pleasure in good times and all the other things that can go on in 
life become so overwhelming that it chokes out the word of God. You have no time for it, 
no place for it, and we find that these other things are ruling our life, not the word. Or is 
your heart a good heart? Receptive. Hungry. Listening. Absorbing. Drinking in the word, 
and producing fruit for God a hundred times what was sown.
 
Jesus was quite clear: “Be sure that you do hear. He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear.”  Consider carefully what you hear, and consider carefully how you hear, because 
if individuals, nations, or churches demonstrate over time that they don't really want to 
hear and receive the word of God, then God will in time take the word away. There will 
be no seed for them. 
 
You know, the prophets of the Old Testament are very interesting to study because they 
were called by God to proclaim the word many times to a declining culture that didn't 
want to hear it. Amos was one of those. Amos didn’t ask for this. He was a shepherd 
and a fig farmer, but he was called by God with a very tough assignment, to preach in 
the northern kingdom of Israel under the reign of Jeroboam II. Now imagine this: things 
are prosperous and things are good, but spiritually the entire nation is in decline and 
you got a king that doesn’t want to hear the word of God. God said, “Amos, I want you 
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to leave your farming. I want you to go up north, and I want you to proclaim the 
word of the Lord.”  Well, time and time again he and the other prophets preached, 
but people wouldn’t listen. So God said in Amos 8 verse 11. Listen to this: God 
said, “Amos, you tell them this, ‘the days are coming,’ declares the sovereign 
Lord, ‘when I will send a famine through the land. Not a famine of food or of thirst 
for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the Lord. Men will stagger from 
sea to sea and wander from north to east searching for the word of the Lord, but 
they will not find it.’”
 
God removes the teaching of the word from a people who do not want to hear it, and 
that act in itself becomes an act of judgment. People, this word that we have here in our 
Bible is not the word of men. It is the word of God. People say, “Well, if God would only 
speak audibly. . .”  God has spoken audibly and men have written it down. The Bible is 
not one book. The Bible is 66 books written through the inspired pens of more than 40 
writers over a period of more than 1,500 years. It is one unfolding story because God is 
its author. It is the revelation of his Living Word, his son, Jesus Christ. You can find him 
in every book. Men held the pens, but God did the writing. We call it the verbal plenary 
inspiration of the Scriptures.  Those are big, theological words simply to say this: that 
God inspired every word, and we have all of them that he wanted us to have. They have 
been faithfully recorded and transmitted to us in the present day, which is why Peter 
wrote to assure the suffering Christians of his day that they weren't suffering for nothing. 
They were suffering because they had believed the word of God, and they must never 
forget that was not the word of men they were trusting, it was the word of God which is 
eternal.
 
In 2 Peter Chapter 1 verse 16, Peter writes to them and says:
 

We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For 
he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him 
from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when 
we were with him on the sacred mountain. 
 
19 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well 
to pay attention to it as to a light shining in a dark place until the day dawns and 
the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no 
prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. 21 For 
prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

 
This is God's word. It’s never gonna change. It's faithfully transmitted.
 
I remember when Ed Goodrich, my Greek and Hebrew professor at Multnomah 
University, one of the authors of the NIV Concordance and a major contributor to 
translation work, on one of our spring breaks he went to England to the Museum of 
London where they have displayed there a full scroll of the book of Isaiah dating from 
200 BC. So he went to read it; he's fluent in Hebrew. He read this 25 foot scroll rolled 
out in this glass case. When he got back to our class for the start of second half of the 
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semester, we were all very excited about his trip wanted to hear. So we said, “Well, 
Dr. Goodrich, you just read the scroll of Isaiah. What did it say?”
 
I’ll never forget this. He picked up his English NIV, he turned to the book of Isaiah and 
said, “This is what it says,” and he started reading it. It hasn’t changed. 
 
As pastor, author, commentator Warren Wiersbe once wrote:
 

When we believe God's word and obey, he releases power, divine energy, 
that works in our lives to fulfill his purposes. The word of God within us is a 
great source of power in times of testing and suffering. If we appreciate the 
word, appropriate the word, and apply the word, then the whole person will be 
controlled by God's word. And he will give us the victory. 

 
Paul said, “The word of God is at work in you who believe. And you’re staying strong 
and living ready because you received and accepted the word of God for what it really 
is, the word of God and not the word of men.”  And not only because it is the word of 
God and not the word of men, receiving the word of God is vital or impacting because it 
is the word of God for salvation. Paul said in verse 14:
 

14 For you, brothers, became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, which are 
in Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own countrymen the same things those 
churches suffered from the Jews 15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets 
and also drove us out. They displease God and are hostile to all men 16 in their 
effort to keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. In this 
way they always heap up their sins to the limit. The wrath of God has come upon 
them at last.
 

Have you ever wondered why so many people work so hard for so long to discredit the 
Bible and to keep so many people from hearing it?  The answer was probably never 
more so succinctly summarized than in a speech given by Bishop Desmond Tutu last 
year in London at the conference called the “Who is my Neighbor” conference. He 
simply made this statement. “There’s nothing more radical, nothing more revolutionary, 
nothing more subversive against injustice and oppression than the Bible.”  Listen to 
this. “If you want to keep people subjugated, the last thing you put in their hands is a 
Bible.”
 
You see, the word of God has the power to liberate and transform. It is truth. That's 
why tyrannical dictators, atheist communist regimes, and liberal activist judges keep 
restricting the Bible, the display of the Ten Commandments, and exposure to the 
Scriptures. You cannot subjugate a people who are being inspired by a message of 
truth and a message of freedom. So, to indoctrinate people with lies and false values 
you have to keep them out of the word of God. 
 
That's why this whole SB48 thing is so ironic. That’s why it’s even an issue. There was a 
time when the Bible being taught in our public schools helped at least truth and reason 
to prevail in society. Basic moral standards were understood by people. You do a 
simple thing of taking prayer and the Scriptures out of schools, out of the public square, 
and it becomes easier to indoctrinate people to the point that they will actually pass 
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laws that teach immoral behavior to kindergartners. And the vast majority of people will 
say, “Boy, that's great. That's tolerance.”  If you want to subjugate a people, you have to 
keep the word of God out of their hands. Satan understands that very well, and he's got 
a lot of people to do his bidding.
 
It’s what they were trying to do with Paul and his companions and those who were 
spreading the word of God amongst the Thessalonians. He said in verse 14:
 

For you, brothers, became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, which are in 
Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own countrymen the same things those 
churches suffered from the Jews 15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets 
and also drove us out. They displease God and are hostile to all men 16 in their 
efforts to keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. 

 
Paul said, “We suffered. The people of Judea suffered. The prophets suffered, and now 
you're suffering because Satan has lots of people he uses to try to stop the spread of 
God's word.” Paul told the Thessalonians that their suffering was directly related to their 
receiving and sharing the word of God’s salvation in Christ, just as the prophets and the 
churches of Judea had experienced. And Paul said of these who oppose the spread of 
the word, “They displease God and are hostile to all men.”
 
The word “hostile” means “contrary.”  It's the word indicating “like a strong wind blowing 
against you, trying to hold you back.”  “The hostility you are experiencing is against God 
and his word,” Paul is telling them. “And it is in an effort to keep us from speaking to the 
Gentiles so that they may be saved.”  
 
“To keep us from” is the word “to hinder” like a roadblock. “They do this because they 
don't want the Gentiles, they don't want the nations, they don't want people around the 
world to hear the truth of the word of the Lord.” That's what he’s saying. 
 
Satan knows that to stop the truth is the only way to keep people in their bondage to 
sin. You remember in the Parable of the Soils in Luke 8 verse 12, “Those along the path 
are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their 
hearts, so they may not believe and be saved.”   
 
People who think they can stop God's word have no idea who they’re messing with. 
This is God's word for the salvation of all who believe. You mess with this and you mess 
with God and you will pay the price for that. In fact, it says in verse 15, “In this way they 
always keep up their sins to the limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last.”
 
“They keep up their sins to the limit” is an interesting phrase. It's a scary one. It means 
they’ve taken sin as far as it can go. In other words, not only do they reject God and his 
word, but now they themselves have given themselves to keeping others from hearing 
about God and his word. They’ve heaped their sins to the limit. “The wrath of God has 
come upon them at last,” or, “The wrath of God has come upon them fully.” Their 
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behavior is the sign that God has totally rejected them, and his wrath is upon them. 
Their rejection and opposition to God's word is evidence of God's wrath falling upon 
them. 
 
Now think of what this means for a lot of school districts who refuse God's word to 
be spoken or prayed in classrooms or spoken at graduations. Think of what this 
means for city, states, and judicial officials who ruled to have the Ten Commandments 
removed from public display. Think of what this means to churches who cave to cultural 
pressures and preach lies so the people can justify their sin instead of calling them 
to repentance. Think of what this means to individuals who profess to be followers 
of Jesus, but who, by their godless living, cause people to reject God and his word 
because of their lousy and sinful examples. 
 
The word of God is the revelation of Jesus Christ, and it is the word of salvation to all 
who believe it. That's why we are called to preach and teach and go and send, to be 
missionaries and to send missionaries, to share God's word with every opportunity we 
are given, and to live it out in a way that is believable before the eyes of a watching 
world. One of the reasons the world does not believe the word of God is that there are 
many Christians who don't believe it. Romans 10 verse 9:
 

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that 
you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are 
saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to 
shame.” 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord 
is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved.”

 
But here's the problem. Verse 14:
 

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

 
But not all the Israelites accepted the good news, for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has 
believed our message?”  Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the 
message is heard through the word of Christ.
 
It’s why Peter said in 1 Peter 1 verse 23, “For you have been born again, not of 
perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.”  
And by the way, you need to understand, the greatness of the opposition against God's 
word is only more evidence that God's word is true; otherwise, Satan, wouldn’t use 
them to fight against it so hard. Satan doesn’t fight lies, he fights truth. You need to 
know that God's word will never be stopped---God's word will never be stopped. 1 Peter 
Chapter 1, verse 23:
 

For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, 
through the living and enduring word of God. 24 For, 
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“All people are like grass,  
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;  
the grass withers and the flowers fall,  
25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.”

And this is the word that was preached you. 
 
The Thessalonians stayed strong and lived ready because they believed the word of 
God for salvation. 
 
I was reading couple weeks ago, an article by Matt Woodley, a pastor from Chicago, at 
this site I use, preachingtoday.com. He said:
 

A few summers ago I watched our 18-year-old son participate in a real, XBall 
paintball tournament with sophisticated paintball guns that shoot 13 paintballs per 
second: the machine gun of paintballs. The matches are quick and exciting. They 
are also chaotic. The XBall concept depends on five players from each team 
shooting at their opponents and working their way up a large, outdoor field. The 
goal is to kill, that is, to hit with a paintball, the other team’s players so you can 
capture their flag. But it's not an easy task. The main problem is that in the midst 
of thousands of flying paintballs it's tough to spot your opponents.

 
Ha, no kidding.
 

The other team can crouch and dive behind bunkers and barriers. To make 
matters even worse, as your team’s coach shouts the right information about 
your opponent’s locations, the other team’s fans start yelling false information. 
 
When I heard the other fans intentionally confusing my son’s teammates, I was 
shocked. It sounded like cheating to me or least incivility, but after the match my 
son calmly informed me. “Oh, yeah. That’s called ‘counter coaching.’  They’re 
trying to distract our players with false information. That’s part of the game, Dad. 
We have to deal with it all the time. It just means that we have to focus on our 
coach and block out all other distractions.”  
 

Matt Woodley went on to say:
 

The Bible clearly warns us that it is not easy to listen to God's voice. There 
will be plenty of counter coaching from the culture, the devil, and from our own 
distracted hearts. As my son said, “That's part of the game. We have to deal with 
it all the time.”  And there's only one way to combat spiritual counter coaching: 
you have to know the voice of Jesus. You have to hang on his every word, and 
you have to trust and obey him even when the crowd tells us to do something 
else. 

 
There are many counter-coaching voices trying to keep us from receiving or believing 
the word of God. Like a football player, we have to focus. We have to focus on one 
thing. In this case it is focusing on hearing and receiving and holding on to the word of 
God. 
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As the psalmist said, “Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path.”  We’re 
gonna need that light more and more as things get spiritually darker. It was the word of 
God that made such a difference for these new followers of Jesus at Thessalonica, and 
it's the same word that makes the difference for us. The Thessalonians received and 
accepted the word of God for what it actually is, the word of God and not the word of 
men, and God's word for salvation for all who believe. God's word is always good. It is 
always right. It's always trustworthy, and it is eternal. 

 
“All people are like grass,  
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;  
the grass withers and the flowers fall,  
25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.”

And this is the word that was preached you. 
 
Father, I want to thank you today for loving us enough to speak to us and reveal 
yourself to us, to give us your word faithfully transmitted, accurately recorded, and 
passed down through the centuries, a word that never changes. Various translations 
only help us to understand the insight into the word more and more, but they all say the 
same thing because your word is truth and your word never changes  
 
Lord, I pray today that you will always help us to be a body of believers unashamed 
of the word of God, that we will keep our eye on it, our ear to it, and filling our hearts 
with it. That we will evaluate all things of culture, all things of science, all things of the 
world, we will view all things through the grid of your word. And we will know that in 
those times when we cannot understand, trusting and obeying always works because 
the word of God is true. And we pray today, God, to thank you for the protection, the 
power, the blessing that comes, so that even in the midst of hard times we can stand on 
a word that is forever because it comes from a God who is eternal. May you help us to 
be people of the Book. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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