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The Myths of Mission in the 21st Century  
Jason Mandryk 

 
(GO Pastor) 
Praise the Lord.  Good morning, everyone.  You know, I have a confession to make.  As 
an Englishman you probably think that we’re a hard and cold people; we keep a stiff 
upper lip.  I confess that I nearly broke down and wept.  As I looked around as those 
slides were showing of those people from the nations, and it hit me: Do those people 
know Jesus in the way that we know Jesus?  It’s sobering, isn’t it?  Praise the Lord for 
our worship group .  .  . 
 
Earlier we were singing “For the world you love, this is my awakening.”  There have 
been people who have been stirred and have awakened to serve overseas to serve 
cross culture.  We have two such people in our midst today.  We have the Leveriches, 
Ken and Beth, and they are home from Chad.  They will be available in the GO room.  If 
you know them, go and greet them.  Go and encourage them.  We also have Don and 
Lei Muse who, as you know, have been working very hard in discipleship and 
leadership here at Golden Hills but also among churches around.  So please do go and 
meet them, greet them, and encourage them.  I’m sure they would love to see you.   
 
You’ve heard of Perspectives.  You’ve heard it being promoted many times.  Their flier 
this year says “Get threaded into the story Abraham, Joseph, Isaiah, Jesus, Paul, you.  
This is another opportunity for you to sign up and participate in a wonderful course 
which God can use to empower you, and to equip you, and to affirm you in his purposes 
for serving wherever you are.  I would really encourage you.  There is a table out in front 
there.  Please go and chat with them, sign up, and find out more about it.  I would really 
encourage you to do that. 
 
In our bulletin you would have also noted that in the prayer portion there’s a mention of 
praying for Chad.  I have the privilege of leading a team to Chad this coming Friday.  It’s 
going to be a dental ministry and a visitation ministry.  We saw some images of the 
Tama people on the wall.  It’s an opportunity for us to help our partners there and bring 
credibility to the community through a dental ministry.  We’re praying that the Lord 
would bring us an opportunity to show the Jesus film, to interact with them that they may 
know that they are loved by God.  It’s an amazing resource.   
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We have the privilege of having Jason Mandryk with us this morning who has headed 
up this team to share with you, to give you a snapshot of what’s happening in the world, 
to set our lives into context, the bigger context of what God is doing in the world.  And I 
believe you are going to be encouraged by this.  Will you please welcome Jason 
Mandryk. 
 
(Jason Mandryk) 
Good morning, everyone.  It’s a real privilege to be here.  It’s my first trip to California 
actually.  I’ve been all around the world but never have been to California before, and I 
have to say so far I’m really liking it, especially the weather.  Living in London, this is a 
very pleasant contrast.   
 
It’s also a real privilege to be here in a congregation and a family of believers that really 
does already put a great emphasis on mission and on ministry outside of the walls of 
this particular church and looking out toward the world.  As you said, that was an 
incredibly powerful projection.  And just a shout out to the AV guys because I’ve never 
seen anything in a missions conference of peoples projected to that size and that’s a 
brilliant innovation.  I really, really like that.   
 
Even the words that we were singing in the songs today.  It has already preempted the 
need for any alter call that I was possibly going to be giving.  How many of us were 
singing this morning when we were singing those words?  Well, let me remind you of 
some of the words that you sang.  We sang that we’re living for the glory of God’s 
name.  So if you sang that then, hopefully, it will be true.  And it is true of us.  We also 
sang that we would give the world to tell his story and that we would go to the ends of 
the earth.  Those are words that have already come out of our mouths, including my 
own, this morning.  I was a little bit disappointed to see the choir trickling back in after 
they went out because I thought that maybe literally they were going to go to the ends of 
the earth straight off the stage.  Maybe some of them are on their way out there right 
now. 
 
But as you can see behind here, what I actually want to talk about is debunking a few 
myths that you hear.  We live in a very media-saturated world today, and we live in an 
environment that likes to take shots at the gospel.  It likes to bring its own interpretation 
of truth and of reality to the table.  What I want to do is, using the research that we’ve 
done in Operation World, seeing what we’ve seen and heard from Christian leaders and 
researchers and missionaries and pastors from all over the world, we want to show you 
really what’s actually happening out there, what God is doing, and how that relates to us 
while at the same time deconstructing some of the false stories and the false ideas that 
you often hear about the gospel, about the church, about the world.  And we’re gonna 
start with this one right here.  This myth that religion is dying.   
 
(Slide 1-Myth #1)  You know, in the media in particular and especially in the intellectual 
world, in the halls, in the corridors, in the classrooms of our universities and our colleges 
and in the debating halls, we often hear that mankind has entered into this new 
understanding where we’ve moved past superstition, we’ve moved past religious ideas, 
and we can enjoy the sobriety and reality of a world that doesn’t have some angry God  
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looming down upon us.  That this whole religion thing is something that we have moved 
past and we can get rid of and that religion is on its way out and it’s dying whereas the 
truth of rationality and skepticism is growing and becoming stronger. 
 
Well, statistically and demographically speaking, when you look at the big picture of the 
world, the opposite is actually true.  (Slide 2-Truth #1)  Religious faith is very much alive 
and well today.  Those people who would identify themselves as atheists, agnostics, 
non-religious, they are a rather small proportion of the overall human population.  Just 
let me illustrate this with some things I threw together actually last night and this 
morning. 
 
(Slide 3-Annual Growth Rate)  This is the annual growth rate of the various populations in 
the world.  The first one you see there is all of humanity.  The total population of planet 
earth is growing by about 1.2% every year.  Now Muslims are growing a little bit faster 
than that.  They are about 25% of the world’s population, and their growth is largely 
through higher reproduction rates than most of the population of the world.  That’s how 
most of the growth occurs.   
 
Christians are growing almost exactly at the same rate as the world’s population.  For a 
hundred years, Christians have been just about one-third of the world’s population.  
That ratio hasn’t changed in a century.  So, Christianity, globally speaking, has been 
keeping pace.  Non-religion is actually growing in number, but it’s growing much slower 
than even the average population rate of the world today.  So what this means is that 
every year that passes, the non-religious segment of the human population is actually 
becoming a smaller percent year on year. 
 
In 1985 was around when the non-religious population peaked as a percentage of 
human population.  Since then, their slice of the pie has been getting smaller and 
smaller.  (Slide 4-Percent of Human Population)  And there you can see that according, not 
just to Operation World but other research and other projections, the Christian 
population is predicted to get a little bit bigger.  That proportion of humanity that 
identifies itself as Christian is growing, maybe modestly, but it is growing in the coming 
years and decades; whereas the non-religious population is actually becoming a smaller 
and smaller part of humanity.   
 
Now this is the demographic and statistical situation.  So no matter how much noise 
they make or no matter how much one particular town or university or city is a narrow 
context, in the broad context of all humanity, religious faith is very much alive and well 
and non-religion is actually on the relative decline. 
 
(Slide 5-Myth #2)  Drilling down to be more specific about Christianity.  This is something 
that you hear in Europe, probably even living more than you hear in America, but you 
hear it all around the world how people are leaving the churches, the church is 
hemorrhaging millions of members, the younger generation is falling away and losing 
contact with the faith of their fathers, countries with a Christian heritage are losing that.   
 
(Slide 6-Truth #2)  Well, again, when you look at the global picture, you see a very 
complex story.  It's not so one-sided, and it’s is not so easily explained.  Yes, there are 
countries where the church is struggling to maintain its numbers and is even in decline, 
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but for every one of those countries there's more where the church is growing and 
thriving and spreading, and God is doing a new thing.  And the church is moving into 
places where 10 years ago, 25 years ago there were no churches, and now there's 
thriving, growing, young, new churches.  So, don't believe this line from the media that 
the church is fading away.  Yes, that is happening in some isolated pockets of the world.  
Yes, it might even be happening in some parts of North America.  But on a global level 
what we see is that there's more places where the church is alive and well and growing 
and thriving and moving outward then there are places where the church is stagnant 
and in decline and dying.  Global Christianity is a huge and complex thing, and there’s 
many nuances that you can paint this picture with.  But in the big picture, in the story of 
God's global family, we can be encouraged because those with real, true belief and faith 
are actually increasing in number every year. 
 
I’ll just kinda demonstrate this by comparing and contrasting.  Here’s the world of Islam.  
(Slide 7-Islam)  All those tiny little blue dots that you see there represent 50,000 Muslims 
and where you would find them.  And you can see that Islam is quite a global religion, 
but most of its population is in that belt from West Africa through the Middle East down 
into Asia.  Interestingly, and something I always make a point of mentioning, is when 
you look at those populations, the five largest Muslim countries in the world, not a single 
one is an Arab country.  What this helps to demonstrate is that #1, Asia's population is 
huge; and #2, that Islam is actually quite a diverse expression of faith itself in terms of 
the people and the languages and cultures that comprise it.  Let's not make the 
assumption that all Muslims are Arabs or even have an affinity with Arab culture.   
 
(Slide 8-Hinduism)  Hinduism: Pretty much all concentrated in the Indian subcontinent.  
Ninety percent of the world's Hindus live in India.   
 
(Slide 9-Buddhism)  Buddhism: Mostly concentrated in East and Southeast Asia.  
Ironically enough, the world's largest Buddhist country by population is actually one that 
is officially atheist right there in China.   
 
(Slide 10-Non-religious)  The nonreligious world is a bit more spread and what tends to 
happen here is that it's divided between the postmodern West and the former 
communist or even current communist countries.  China holding by far the lion’s share 
of the world's nonreligious people, but there you can see that it's not an insignificant 
presence in the West, the United States, with the second largest non-religious 
population in the world.  Where I live in the UK:  Fifth on the list; two other European 
countries in between us.  So it is a very real and very large proportion of the human 
population.  It is a challenge, but it isn’t some all-conquering wave that is sweeping 
religion before us.  In fact, quite the opposite.   
 
(Slide 11-Christian Population…)  And then you compare that to Christianity.  And when 
you look at a global level, Christianity is present in number and in diversity and in 
strength throughout almost every single country in the world.  Every country that exists 
today has a body of born again believers meeting and fellowshipping somewhere in that 
country.  It might be in some secret, underground cell church network.  It might be that 
the country where they meet doesn't have a single church building.  But there are 
believers gathering together and worshiping Jesus in every single country in the world.  
Of course, there are some sections of countries that are still utterly unreached.  But you 
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can see here that Christianity is actually really a very widespread and global religion 
represented by thousands of people groups, thousands of cultures and languages, each 
one of them distinct from one another, each one of them with its own challenges, but 
each one of them where God is working in a unique kind of way.  And we can be 
encouraged by that.  
 
It's actually kind of a precursor and an anticipation of the completion of human history in 
the book of Revelation.  When you read Revelation 5:9 and 7:9-10 and you see this 
wonderful vision of all the tribes and races and languages gathering before Jesus and 
worshiping him.  We’re just beginning to get a sense of how vast that is as we look at 
that diversity of the body of Christ today.   
 
(Slide 12-Global Evangelicals)  And this helps to show what's going on within the church.  
I’ll just try and decipher this for you.  What we’re talking here is about all evangelical 
Christians around the world.  EuNaPa:  Europe, North America and the Pacific in 
contrast to Africa, Asia, and Latin America.  As you can see, 50 years ago in 1960, 
about 2/3 of all the world’s evangelicals were in the West.  They were predominantly 
Caucasian, European background kind of people.  But things have changed radically in 
the last generation because today over 75% of the world’s evangelicals are from the 
majority world.  They’re from Africa.  They’re from Asia.  They’re from Latin America.  
And the strength of evangelicals globally is in all kinds of places and represents all kinds 
of backgrounds.  So in some of these places, the church is really growing and thriving.  
That's why you see that blue section of this chart increasing and increasing and 
increasing.  It’s because the proportion of born again Christians who are in the majority 
world is growing and growing and growing.  And the reason that is happening is 
because the church is growing and increasing. 
 
(Slide 13-Myth #3)  Another myth:  That Christianity is the white man's religion and that 
mission is some form of cultural imperialism being imposed on other faiths, on other 
cultures, and societies.   
 
(Slide 14-Truth #3)  The reality is that Christianity is a truly global faith.  You saw in that 
map there how spread it was throughout the world.   
 
(Slide 15-Largest Religion…)  And there you go.  Christianity is the largest religion in more 
countries in the world than any other faith.  It’s represented in strength in the Americas, 
in Africa, in Europe, in Asia, in the Pacific.  Even in the Middle East it has some strong 
and ancient and historic presence there.   
 
(Slide 16-Largest Christian…)  Now this might be hard to make out, but all this is is a list of 
the largest Christian populations in the world.  You can see that United States is on top 
of that list.  And we’re talking about all shapes and sizes and kinds of Christians.  This 
isn’t a judgment call on the quality of their faith.  But what's important about this list is 
that most of the countries on this list are not Western countries, and yet Christianity is 
the strongest presence in their midst.  We have African countries on this list.  We have 
Latin American countries, Central and South America.  We have European countries, 
East and Western Europe.  We have Asian countries present here as well.  The 
diversity of where God's people are gathered in strength is represented by this list here, 
and this is only the top 25.   
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(Slide 17-Evangelicals…)  And here's what I was talking about earlier, all the world 
evangelicals:  One out of every three evangelical Christians in the world today is in 
Africa.  Asia not far behind.  Latin America almost at pace with North America.  And we 
can see really that to be Caucasian or European background and evangelical very 
much puts you in the minority today.  But to be from the majority world, the non-Western 
world, that is the norm for global Christianity today.  Our faith is very much a global faith, 
and God's heart is for all peoples everywhere.  He longs to see every nation, every 
section of the world, every segment of society know and love and worship him.  And 
we’re beginning to see this unfold today in the 21st century in very exciting ways.  And 
we can praise him for that.   
 
(Slide 18-Countries with the Highest…)  Countries where evangelicals are the strongest, the 
highest proportion of society.  Again, these are statistics.  These are not absolute 
realities.  These are based on the book Operation World.  They're not based on the 
Lamb's Book of Life.  We don't have access to that document, unfortunately, in our 
research.  It would be very helpful for us if we did.  So these are some of the best 
estimates based on the research that we do.  You can see a number of countries here, 
nearly half the population, evangelical Christian.  But almost all the countries on this list, 
once again, non-Western countries.  The USA is a very notable exception here because 
of the unique and special spiritual history and the things that God has done in this 
country throughout its history.  But it's an exception to the rule.  Most of these countries 
here are from non-Western places.   
 
(Slide 19-Countries with the Fastest…)  Countries with the fastest-growing evangelical 
population.  And this is where I get excited to see some of the countries on this list.  
Who would have ever thought?  We certainly didn't when we were doing our work and 
when we were putting the data in and watching the reports come out of our database.  
Who would have thought that in Iran, evangelical Christians are growing faster than 
anywhere else in the world, a country that we in the West associate with military, 
dictatorship, religious fundamentalism, and oppressive Islam, and all these things?  And 
yet, in the midst of that, the church of God is growing faster than anywhere else in the 
world.   
 
Second on the list, Afghanistan, a country that is known for religious terrorism and for 
the terrible war that is occurring there, and for the loss and deprivation and oppression 
that many people have to live under.  And yet in the midst of that, God's people are 
multiplying and growing at a rate faster than almost anywhere else in the world.  Even 
many of the other countries on this list, almost all of them are, again, non-Western 
countries.  The only ones in the West there are these weird, little anomalies.  
Greenland, a few thousand people way up in the polar regions.  Most of the people 
there of Inuit background not a Western doctrine, even though it's technically a Western 
country.  Andorra, a tiny, enclave stuck in between France and Spain.  And most of the 
growth there is actually from Hispanic Latino Christians moving into that principality in 
order to find work.  That’s how evangelical growth is happening there.  San Marino, a 
tiny, little principality or duchy right inside of Italy, and only a handful of born again 
believers.  So even one new convert actually makes a significant rate of church growth 
in a place like that.   
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So, the three Western countries you see on the list are kind of exceptions to the rule.  
The rest are all from all over the rest of the world, the place where the church really is 
growing and thriving all around planet earth.   
 
(Slide 20-Myth #4)  The 4th Myth.  This is where it starts to really begin to get applicable to 
our lives and to the choices and decisions that we make as individual believers and as 
communities of believers.  That’s the myth that everyone's heard the gospel.  It’s 
actually kind of surprising to think that in this era of mass communication, of electronic 
media and the internet, radio and satellite television that the gospel hasn't gone farther 
to the ends of the earth and penetrated further into the unreached places.  But the 
reality is quite otherwise.   
 
(Slide 21-Truth #4)  In fact, the number of the unevangelized people in the world today is 
increasing not decreasing.   
 
(Slide 22-The Total Number…)  Why is this so?  It's because the places where people are 
unevangelized are growing population-wise faster than we are reaching them.  They're 
reproducing.  They’re having kids.  They’re increasing in numbers at a rate that's 
quicker than the rate that Christians are reaching them with the gospel.  So every day, 
every year that passes right now, there are more people on planet earth who haven't 
heard about Jesus than the day before or than the year before.  That's a sobering 
challenge to us despite all the giving and the sending and the praying and the going and 
the mission and the evangelism that we’re doing.  It’s still not enough even to keep pace 
with the growth of the unevangelized world.  A real challenge.  And yet there’s even 
good news in the midst of this.  Those rates are slowing down even while the rates of 
outreach to them are increasing.  So we’re hoping that soon this will change.  It has a lot 
to do with population growth and demographics. 
 
Just as an example, 50 years ago in 1960, half of the world's population, half of the 
humanity, hadn’t heard the gospel before, hadn’t heard about Jesus.  One out of every 
two people didn't know the good news.  Today it's around a quarter of the population 
that hasn't heard about Jesus before.  But the problem is that a quarter of today's 
population is way more than a half of the world's population 50 years ago because of 
the way that humanity is multiplying and increasing. 
 
(Slide 23-October 31)  Does this day mean anything, apart from October 31st being, of 
course, Halloween or the different hallelujah parties or whatever the churches have 
around the world?  October 31st is the day when the human population passes the 
7 billion mark.  Someone is going to be born who will be the 7 billionth person to be 
living on earth at the moment.  Seven billion people in the world today, 25% or so who 
haven't heard the gospel before.  We’re talking about some very big numbers of people 
who aren't reached.   
 
(Slide 24-Operation World)  And here you can see on this map all those blue dots 
representing Christians.  The red ones, although they look a bit pink here, those 
represent people who haven't heard the gospel before.  Our challenge is that the places 
where Christians tend to be concentrated and the places where the unevangelized are 
concentrated don't usually overlap, so they're not hearing the gospel because they're 
not living in places where they meet and interact with Christians.   
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One interesting study was done three years ago.  If any statistic stays with you from this 
whole presentation I hope this following one is.  Some colleagues of ours did a study, 
and they came to the conclusion that 86% of the world’s Hindus, Buddhists, and 
Muslims had never known a Christian.  They didn't personally know a follower of Jesus.  
Eighty-six percent of the world's Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists do not personally 
know a Christian.  How are they ever gonna hear about Jesus if they don't know of 
someone who follows him?  How will they hear unless the gospel is proclaimed? How 
can it be proclaimed unless someone goes to them?  And that doesn't just mean in the 
deepest, darkest reaches of the farthest side of the planet in the mountains of the 
Himalayas or the jungles of Indonesia, or whatever.  We’re talking about even right here 
in the West.   
 
I heard a story from ministry colleague of mine who is based in LA.  His wife went to a 
hairdresser.  She met this hairdresser and started talking to her and found out that this 
woman was from Iran and had been living in the US for 11 years.  And in those 11 years 
this Iranian woman had never got to know a single Christian.  Living here in California 
for 11 years and she hadn't met a single Christian person.  Not a single Christian one of 
her clients, or neighbors, the people that she met had taken the effort to get to know her 
and introduce her, and introduce Jesus to her.  And if that kind of thing can happen right 
here in a place where the gospel is everywhere for all to see, how much harder is it in 
the reaches of the unevangelized world?  A real challenge before us. 
 
(Slide 25-Unevangelized…)  India.  Five hundred million people living in that country who 
haven't heard the good news before.  Five hundred million just in India alone who 
haven't heard the gospel.  China.  Four hundred million.  Just between those two 
countries nearly a billion human beings who haven't heard about Jesus.  So the myth 
that the world is reached is really a myth.   
 
(Slide 26-Matt.  24:14) This is part of the commands that Jesus has for us, and is part of 
the promises that he has for us as well.  “This gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached to all nations, and then,” not before that, “and then the end will come.” 
And when Jesus uses the word “nations,” in the Greek it’s “ethnay” from which we get 
our word “ethnic.”  We’re talking about a whole bunch of different factors, not just a 
political border, but language and culture and race and society.  All kinds of different 
things that make a much more complex picture in terms of what we’re reaching.  But 
Jesus promises that they will have the gospel preached to them before the end. 
 
(Slide 27-2.04 billion…)  Two billion unevangelized individuals in seven thousand nearly 
different people groups, many of them with no church, no missionaries, no Bible, no 
access to the gospel.  In many of the places where they live, you’ll find that those are 
the poorest countries with the youngest populations that are the most vulnerable to 
exploitation, to injustice, and many countries where ecological degradation is occurring.  
The farm, the productivity of the soil is exhausted or rising sea levels or pollution are 
causing life to be even harder than it already is.  And despite all of that economic 
suffering, despite all of the deprivation and hardship, the most tragic thing of all is that 
they are living in a context where they have no access to the gospel at all.   
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(Slide 28-Myth #5)  Myth #5: Persecution is a threat.  Here in the West we often talk about 
the threat of persecution.  We lobby hard.  We learn savvy public policies.  We learn 
how to debate and do apologetics.  We learn what our legal rights are and how to fight 
against the injustice of religious discrimination, but the reality is that persecution fuels 
church growth.   
 
(Slide 29-Truth #6)  How many people have heard of Open Doors before?  Are you 
familiar with that organization?  Some of you.  It was started by Brother Andrew, if 
you've heard of him, God’s Smuggler.  Maybe that name rings a bell.  It was started at 
an attempt to help relieve and assist persecuted Christians first in Europe but now 
increasingly throughout the world.  It was started during the communist era.   
 
(Slide 30-Evangelical Growth Slower…)  What we did is we took their list of the 50 countries 
that have the most intense persecution of Christians, and we compared that to the 
growth rates of Christians in those places.  This map will fill out as we talk.  You might 
begin to recognize some of it.  These are countries on that list where evangelicals are 
growing, but they're not growing as fast as the overall population.  The one country you 
might recognize there is Turkey, that red blotch in the middle there, with some other 
little places like Qatar, the Comoros Islands, and Palestine there, a few other places, 
regions.   
 
(Slide 31-Evangelical Growth Faster…)  These are countries where evangelicals are growing 
faster than the overall population.  Remember, this is in the context of intense 
persecution.  You can see the outline of Nigeria there on the bottom left.  Ethiopia; 
Yemen; Pakistan; Iraq; Syria; Lebanon; Uzbekistan, or is that Turkmenistan; Bhutan; 
countries where Christians have a really hard time of it and yet they’re growing faster 
than the overall population. 
 
(Slide 32-Evangelical Growth More than 2X…)  Now this map is starting to fill out.  These are 
countries where evangelicals are growing more than double the speed of the overall 
population.  Places like Mauritania.  Places like Egypt.  Maybe some of you have heard 
of that raid against the Coptic Christians where 26 Christians were murdered not so 
long ago.  Somalia, Saudi Arabia.  Pretty intense stuff here.  Myanmar and Indonesia. 
 
(Slide 33-Evangelical Growth More than 4X…)  Countries where evangelicals are growing 
more than four times faster than the population including Algeria, Iran, Afghanistan, 
China, and North Korea.  Some of the most intense persecution in the world those four 
countries right there.  Countries where the church is growing the fastest even though 
they’re the most persecuted places on earth for Christians.   
 
This is totally counterintuitive to us.  Why is it that the places where persecution is the 
most intense, these are the places where the church is growing the fastest?  What is 
God doing here?  Well, when you read Scripture, you begin to see that actually this 
context of persecution, Jesus says we should be expecting it.   
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(Slide 34-Heb. 13:3)  Hebrews says this, “Remember those who are in prison, as though in 
prison with them, those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body.” Our 
brothers and sisters in North Korea, in Saudi Arabia, in Vietnam, in northern Nigeria, 
and Egypt, they’re suffering.  We are very much related to them as brothers and sisters 
in Christ.   
 
Every year there's an International Day of Prayer for the persecuted church.  It's coming 
up quite soon in fact.  And sometimes when I look at this map (Slide 35-Evangelical Growth 
More than 4X…)  I wonder actually, maybe what we should be having is an International 
Day of Prayer for the church in free countries, and the persecuted church should be 
praying for us.  Not the other way around.  They're the places where the church is 
growing, where God is doing miracles, and breaking through in all kinds of incredible 
ways.  While over here we’re struggling even just to keep pace sometimes.  I think they 
should pray for us even though we should pray for them.   
 
(Slide 36-Matt. 24:9)  And this is what Jesus promises, and he promises it twice in 
Matthew.  This is just one of the instances, “They will deliver you up to tribulation 
and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for my name’s sake.”  
 
The message of the cross is scandalous.  It's offensive to people who are not being 
saved.  If we’re trying to bend over backwards to make ourselves sound winsome and 
approachable and to make Christianity an easy sell to people of the world, then we’re 
eventually going to be in for disappointment.  The Holy Spirit can break through any 
barrier when reaching people, but the reality and the promise of Jesus is that as the end 
approaches we will be hated by all nations.  They resent the moral message of God.  
They resent the fact that they’re sinners in need to fall on his mercy for salvation.  And 
yet, at the same time as we preach this thing, God will add to our number.  He will bring 
the people who he is calling into his kingdom.   
 
(Slide 37–Myth #6)  The final myth:  That all of the issues of persecution and mission and 
prayer and giving and going is some kind of optional extra that you do for bonus points 
in your Christian discipleship.    
 
(Slide 38-Truth #6)  The reality is that this is being church.  We don't get to pick and 
choose which parts of Jesus’ commands we apply.   
 
(Slide 39-Matt.  24:14)  Remember this promise of Jesus that “The gospel will be 
preached to all nations, and then the end will come.” He's promising that this will be 
the case, and the end is not gonna come until it happens.  The bridegroom is not going 
to come for his bride until that bride is ready and prepared and representing every 
nation and people and tongue and tribe, even as the book of Revelation predicts and 
foretells.   
 
Just a few verses to ruminate on and to think about in closing when we think about our 
own commitment to mission and how we can be a part of this great global picture that 
God is unfolding before us in these days.  This is the quote from Jesus, and he says this 
multiple times in the gospels as well, (Slide 40-Luke 14:27, 33)  “Whoever does not bear  
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his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.” This is from Luke.  He 
phrases it in Matthew in the positive, “If anyone wants to be my disciple, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”  
 
Now, we look at this 2,000 years later in, and we kind of paint it over in pretty manner, 
but the cross was a horrible instrument of execution.  It was not only excruciatingly 
painful and tortuous and a very, very slow way to die, it was the most embarrassing 
thing that you could possibly do to a person.  You remove their rights.  You remove their 
identity.  You remove their clothes.  They had no dignity left when they are up on that 
cross.  And they took a long, slow, painful time dying.  And Jesus is anticipating his own 
death.  Remember, this is before.  He knew the cross was coming.  He wasn’t just 
gonna be able to, you know, lie down and pass on to the Father in some nice, 
comfortable way.  He knew what was coming.  He's referring to the cross that his 
disciples would be needing to take because he knew that he himself was going to be up 
on that cross at some point in the future.  And he calls each of us to follow.   
 
When we take up our own cross, what we’re doing, we’re laying down our own rights.  
We’re laying down our own dignity.  We’re laying down our own liberty, and we’re 
exchanging it for the cross.  In fact, Jesus has even harsher words for his disciples later 
on.  He says, “Any of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my 
disciple.”  I did not like reading this verse when I read it.  It did not make me feel warm 
and fuzzy.  It was tough.  I'm still struggling with it now even as I look at it.  That is a big 
ask, and yet there's a very positive and joyful side to this.  This is what God expects of 
us.  It's a big demand.  He's asking for everything.  Not just some little piece of our life, 
he wants all of it.   
 
But remember this as well.  (Slide 41-Heb.  12:2)  The book of Hebrews encourages us to 
“Set aside everything that encumbers and entangles, and focus on Jesus, the founder 
and perfecter of our faith, who for the JOY that was set before him endured the cross, 
and despised its shame.” This writer knew that the cross was a shameful thing.  Jesus 
knew the cross was a shameful thing where he was gonna have to endure some really 
nasty stuff.  And yet, because of joy, he was willing to endure that.  In fact, he didn't just 
put up with it and cope with it.  He despised the shame.  He looked down on it.  And he 
went on to the cross for our sakes because of JOY.  What kind of joy are we talking 
about?  What kind of joy would make Jesus willing to endure the suffering of the cross 
and the excruciating separation from his Father that he had to endure?  What kind of joy 
is Jesus anticipating for us when he asked us to take up our own cross? Number one, 
it’s a kind of joy in doing the Father's will.  When we're obedient to our Creator, our 
Maker, our Father, that brings us pleasure.  It brings him pleasure too, of course.  But 
when we do what we were made for, what we were designed for, that fulfillment brings 
joy.  Number two, the joy that Jesus endured was not just the joy of pleasing the Father, 
it was because of the reward that was anticipated.  When Jesus becomes the Name 
that is above every name, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the Lamb upon the 
throne before whom every nation worships, he’s experiencing joy because he has 
earned that.  He has the right to the worship of the nations because of who he is and 
because of what he has done.  And when we get to partake in that, when we get to 
participate in the ingathering of the nations for the worship of Jesus and the glorification  
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of God, the whole purpose of human history, and indeed of all existence, the worship 
and glorification of God, when we get to be a part of that and part of the cause of how it 
happens, that brings us great joy. 
 
We were hearing yesterday from Dr. Silva how the greatest joy in the world, and I agree 
with him, is the joy that comes when we lead someone else to Jesus, when we see 
someone else coming to Christ for the first time and giving up their lives to him.  That 
kind of joy is unmatchable by our favorite team winning at a sport, or by whatever kind 
of bonus we get at work, or by even the amazing joy of the first steps of our child, or the 
relationship that we have with our partner.  That's all wonderful and really good stuff, but 
it's unmatched by the eternal, unchangeable joy of seeing people come into the 
kingdom, of us doing the purpose for which God made us, being channels of his glory 
and leading people to share in the worship of Jesus, the Name above all names.   
 
He’s asking an awful lot of us to take up that cross and to deny ourselves.  But what he 
promises, this joy, this fulfillment of the very purpose for which we exist as his people, 
the joy of this and the privilege of this and the honor of being part of this far outweighs 
the denial that we’re asked to do.  It far outweighs the sufferings and sacrifice that we 
might be asked to make.  It really is a privilege to be part of this process of bringing the 
light of Jesus to the nations of the world.   
 
I hope that you all will find your place and your part in that.  It’s not some negotiable 
extra.  God has a niche.  God has a place.  God has a role for every one of us.  It might 
be here, it might be there, but he has something for each one of us, a part to play in that 
great drama of bringing worship to Jesus and glory to God.  Please let me close in 
prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, we are grateful for all that you have done through your son, Jesus: the 
sacrifice, the example, the wisdom, the enabling empowerment that we have through 
your Spirit in these days, the encouragement of your word.  Lord, we are so unworthy 
and yet you chose us.  Now, Father, I pray as we close that you would make clear to 
each one of us listening what your place is for us.  Lord, give us the strength that we 
don't have in ourselves to deny ourselves, to take up our cross, to renounce our own 
rights, and accept the destiny that you have for us.  Father, we anticipate that joy that 
you yourself set an example of, that you yourself promised to your people.  So we pray, 
Lord, make us willing.  We pray, Lord, give us wisdom and strength and endurance.  We 
pray, Lord, reveal to each one of us how we can be a part of this great drama, this great 
story that you are the author of, that you are the perfecter of, and yet you invite us to be 
a part of.  Help us to see where we need to go, what we need to do in order to please 
you, in order to find joy in our own lives, and in order to help fulfill and complete this 
story.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Slides used in presentation begin on next page.  There are links throughout the 
document pointing to them.
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