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Remembering Your King Who Came to Die

Pastor Larry Adams
 
 
We are coming to the start of the greatest week in human history.  Today is Palm 
Sunday, and at communion we will be celebrating the arrival of Jesus into Jerusalem as 
the king who came to die.  
 
Hey, if you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to Luke 
Chapter 19.  You know, the triumphal entry of Jesus on Palm Sunday is recorded in all 
four gospels, but Luke records for us a very personal side of what happened that day 
to Jesus himself as he rode in on that bright Sunday morning overlooking the city of 
Jerusalem.  He began to weep.  And as he wept we see the source of his tears: deep 
concern for people in the city and for all of us and having an experience with God and 
forgiveness from God that would allow us to find peace with God.  What Luke records 
that morning for us, this is the way he writes it beginning in verse 28:
 

After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.  29 As he 
approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he 
sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, 
and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever 
ridden.  Untie it and bring it here.  31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you 
untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 
32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them.  33 
As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the 
colt?” 
34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 
35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it.  36 
As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.  
37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, 
the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the 
miracles they had seen: 
38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”[

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your 
disciples!” 
40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 
41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If 
you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—
but now it is hidden from your eyes.  43 The days will come upon you when 
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your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and 
hem you in on every side.  44 They will dash you to the ground, you and 
the children within your walls.  They will not leave one stone on another, 
because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” 

 
Let’s pray for a moment.
 
These words are eternal.  They were written for our good that we might never come 
to a day like this one and miss its significance; that we would never come before a 
communion table and leave without understanding its message.  And I pray today, God, 
that you would speak to us and help us to understand the significance of the coming of 
our king, the king who came to die.  For you are the one today that we remember, and 
we thank you for this.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.
 
You know, every once in a while there's a king who comes along who is truly different 
and history records their impact.  At the end of the 17th beginning of the 18th century 
there was such king in Russia.  He was one of their more famous kings.  He was called 
Peter the First, Peter the Great.  He died in 1725 after ruling over Russia for 42 years.   
He brought about many reforms for that country that improved life for all of his people.  
He was a ruler that deeply cared and was prone to doing things that you would never 
see most kings doing.  In fact, he was a man of great energy and great ideas.  
 
For example, he learned shipbuilding, the whole trade, from the bottom up working as 
an ordinary laborer in foreign shipyards.  He wanted to understand the shipping industry 
and knew there was no other way to learn it.  He refused to accept a commission in 
the army until he had worked himself up from the position of private.  If you read about 
some of the great battles he led, he was a much better soldier because he understood 
the soldier’s life.  
 
At one time he decided to play the part of a beggar in a certain village.  He wanted 
to understand how his people lived, so he disguised himself.  An almost fairytale-like 
story, he would go out into the villages as a common beggar going door-to-door seeing 
how the people lived.  On one of these occasions I read about, it said he went from 
door to door asking for help and everyone turned him away except one poor man who 
opened the doors of his house.  He was kind to the beggar who came by.  Fed him and 
encourage him and sent him on his way.
 
In this article I was reading it said, “The next day the royal carriage came to stop before 
the door of that poor home, and the man who had befriended Peter the Great was 
invited to come and live with him at the palace in Moscow.”  Can you imagine the buzz 
in the neighborhood after the royal carriage leaves? 
 
“Wow, I had no idea that beggar at my door yesterday was Peter the Great.  If I had 
only known I would never have turned him away.”  
 
Royalty pays a visit, and yet the opportunity is missed because we don't recognize him.  
That same thing happened on a grander scale on the streets of Jerusalem more than 
2,000 years ago, and it's still happening today in the hearts of people who do not 
recognize the coming of their king.
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This is Palm Sunday, so named for the great triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on 
a day amidst crowds of people waving palm branches and shouting, “Hosanna, blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”  It was the celebration of the arrival of their 
king, but he was a king who had come to die.  King Jesus was riding into Jerusalem on 
his way to the cross marking the beginning of the greatest week in human history.  
 
Jesus had been preaching and teaching around the Sea of Galilee about the kingdom 
of God, and the crowds that were growing were enormous.  He was on his way back 
to Jerusalem.  He came south cross the Jordan to a place called Bethany Beyond 
the Jordan.  Its exact location no one is sure of, but he was on his way to keep the 
Passover and to come to Jerusalem for an eternally scheduled appointment on a hill 
called Calvary.  And on the way to Jerusalem he was demonstrating his sovereignty at 
every turn for those who could see it.
 
You remember he enters a border village between Galilee and Samaria and he heals 
ten lepers.  Only one, a Samaritan, returns to give praise to God.  He saw in Jesus what 
so many in the crowd had missed, and Jesus turned to him and said, “Your faith has 
made you well.”  
 
He approaches Jericho and passes two blind beggars beside the road, who by 
faith proclaimed what everyone else was missing, “Jesus, son of David,” they cried 
out, “Have mercy on us.” 
 
Jesus turns to these two blind men who could see what all the sighted people could 
not, and he said, “Your faith has made you well.”  As he presses on through Jericho, 
he has a divine encounter with a despised tax collector by the name of Zacchaeus, a 
Jew who collected taxes for Rome.  A more despised man could not be found.  And yet 
Zacchaeus longed to see Jesus.  He went out of his way to climb a sycamore fig tree 
in order to be able to see him, for he himself was a short man.  He couldn't see over 
the crowds.   Jesus spots him and invites him down, “We’re having dinner at your 
house, Zacchaeus.”  So who does Zacchaeus invite except all of his sinful friends, and 
an amazing transformation takes place.  Zacchaeus’ eyes are open.  He sees Jesus for 
who he is.  Jesus says, “Salvation is now come to this house.  For the Son of Man 
has come to seek and to save what was lost.” 
 
As messianic fervor grew and as the city of Jerusalem approached, the mother of 
James and John made her move.  “Jesus, would you allow one of my sons to sit at your 
left and the other at your right when you come into your kingdom?”  In other words, “I 
can see the crowds are building.  You are doing some pretty amazing things.  The 
kingly fervor is running through the crowds.  There are many who think you're coming 
into your kingdom when you hit Jerusalem, and I can't wait any longer.  Would you allow 
my boys to have a prominent place in your new kingdom?”
 
Jesus said, “You don't know what you're asking.”  “You don't know what you are 
asking.  Can you drink the cup I'm gonna drink?  My kingdom is not like other 
kingdoms.  In fact, if you want to be great in this kingdom, you need to be ready 
to give your life.  You need to be a slave of all.  For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  
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Then he comes to Bethany, the little village that is the home of Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus his good friends.  Jesus has spent many nights there with his disciples over the 
years.  Now he comes back again and the crowds are with him.  A dinner is held.  It’s 
a Saturday night by our best recollection.  Mary is there.  Martha is there, and Lazarus 
is there sitting at the table after being raised from the dead.  “Many of the crowd,” the 
Scripture said, “had come to see Lazarus.”  
 
The word had spread, “This dead man's alive.  He’s back at the table eating with his 
sisters and Jesus is there.”  The Pharisees had a problem on their hands.  Not only was 
the crowd growing because of Jesus, it was growing because of Lazarus, and now they 
are trying to figure out a way to kill Lazarus too.  Haven’t they figured out yet? You can 
keep killing people, but Jesus is gonna keep raising them.
 
The crowd’s anticipation was at its peak.  They were talking of making Jesus king.  So 
on Sunday morning he calls for a colt in a nearby village.  His disciples run off to get the 
colt.  They bring him back, and they sit Jesus on it.  He begins his ride into Jerusalem.  
The crowds are thick.  People are waving branches.  They’re shouting, “Hosanna, 
hosanna.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” They’re laying their 
cloaks in the road like a royal entrance.  And as Jesus rides into the city, he fulfills a day 
predicted more than 500 years before by the prophet Zechariah when Zechariah wrote 
in Chapter 9 verse 9:
 

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  
Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  
See, your king comes to you,  
righteous and having salvation,  
gentle and riding on a donkey,  
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  

 
And therein lies the problem:  “Your king comes to you righteous and having salvation, 
gentle and riding on a donkey.”  It was not the Messiah they were expecting.  The crowd 
was amped up over a king who would come and finally restore Israel to its greatness, 
throw off Roman oppression, and set things straight.  But Jesus was a king coming on 
a very different mission.  He was coming to die for the sins of the world; to set us free 
from an even deeper bondage, the bondage of sin and death.  But by the end of the 
week, those who had shouted their hosanna’s “Save us now” will be some of the same 
ones who would join their voices when the crowd would call to crucify him.  
 
When Jesus came down the Mount of Olives and came over the crest of the hill and 
saw Jerusalem in that morning light, he started crying.  He started to sob actually.
 
It’s about a two mile walk from Bethany into the city of Jerusalem.  It is a narrow, windy 
road that comes down the Mount of Olives.  When you come to the crest of that hill, it’s 
amazing what you see.  Karla and I have had the privilege of walking that very road. 
Many believe it’s the same road that Jesus rode that morning.  It’s still very narrow.  It’s 
still very windy.  It’s paved today, but it's barely wide enough for small car to get down.  
When you walk along that road you're going through neighborhoods and down past the 
cemetery, and when you come to a certain spot there’s a spot they’ve marked there that 
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they believe is the very place where Jesus stopped to weep over the city.  I can tell you 
when you stand there looking at Jerusalem from that spot it is a compelling view to see 
what Jesus saw.  As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it.  He 
said:

 
If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—
but now it is hidden from your eyes.  43 The days will come upon you when 
your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and 
hem you in on every side.  44 They will dash you to the ground, you and 
the children within your walls.  They will not leave one stone on another, 
because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.
 
“You will endure years of needless pain.  You will die in your sins.  You will 
ultimately be destroyed along with this city, because you did not recognize 
the time of God’s coming to you.”

 
Are things any different today? Have we recognized the time of God's coming to us? 
Communion reminds us of the death of Jesus and all that it means to those who have 
recognized him as their king.  And what happens when we make that recognition and 
that confession?  They find peace with God.  Jesus is the king who came to die in our 
place so that we could have peace with God.  As he approached Jerusalem and saw 
the city, he wept over it and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day 
what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.” 
 
You know, I remember once when Karla and I moved Antioch.  Being very new in town, 
we didn't know a lot of the key players here in the area.  I got invited to a county prayer 
breakfast hosted by, that time, County Supervisor Tom Torlakson.  I was honored to 
be asked to say a few words and then to pray.  I remember that morning, it was about 
Easter time, and I remember sharing about the need for peace in the world, and that 
Jesus was the Prince of Peace, and that the greatest need was peace with God, and 
that peace with God could only be made through the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Afterward, I remember that this lady came up.  She was a very nice lady.  I don’t know 
that I’ll ever forget her.  She was a New Age kinda lady.  She looked like a 60s flower 
child, at least she was dressed like one.  If you don't know what that looks like, you have 
to look it up in a book.  I lived those days.  She called herself Gentle Bird or something 
like that.  I'm not making this up.  You’d have to understand the times 25 years ago.  
She came up and she said, “Oh, brother, we are so one in this.  The world does need 
peace, and we must work together to bring it through peace and love.”
 
I said, “Ma’am, I’m not sure you understood exactly what I was saying.  The world 
needs peace, but it isn’t gonna come the way you're talking about.  The greatest peace 
the world needs is peace with God.  That's why there’s no peace in the world.  We don't 
have peace with God.  And the only one who is ever gonna bring peace with God is the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  That's why they call him the Prince of Peace.”  I'm not sure if she 
ever understood a word I was saying.  
 
 

Page 5 of 11



You see, the peace that we need right now is the peace they needed in Jerusalem that 
day, and Jesus knew it.  But they weren’t any closer to it than that dear woman who 
came up confused the day I spoke at the county prayer breakfast because the peace 
they need is peace with God, but they just couldn't see it.  Jesus rode into Jerusalem 
on a mission to offer his life as a payment for sin and to heal the breach that sin caused 
between God and man.  The world is messed up because humanity is messed up.  
We're separated from God because of sin, and we’ve rejected his righteous rule in our 
lives.  
 
Just prior to the triumphal entry, Jesus had taught the parable of the ten minas.  
Beginning in verse 11 he talked about a man, a noble man, who goes off to be crowned 
as king, but it tells us in Luke 19 verse 14 his subjects hated him and sent a delegation 
after him to say, “We don't want this man to be our king.”  And, people, therein lies 
the problem.  Some of the people rejected Jesus as king because they didn't see him.  
Others saw him and they didn't want him.  That's why the world remains in a mess.  
Jesus doesn't reign as king in the hearts of most people's lives.  He doesn't even reign 
as king in many people who profess to be his followers.  So, consequently, we reap the 
world that sin creates, and we reap the death and separation that sin always brings.
 
You see, that’s why Paul wrote to the Romans in Romans 5 verse 12, “Therefore, just 
as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death 
came to all people, because all sinned.”
 
In Ephesians 2 verse 1 he said:
 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used 
to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of 
the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  All of us also 
lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and 
following its desires and thoughts.  Like the rest, we were by nature objects of 
wrath.  

  
That’s where you are when you don't have peace with God.  You're separated from God 
because of sin.  It’s what happens when Jesus doesn't reign as king in our lives, sin 
prevails.  But Paul went on to say in Ephesians 2 verse 4, “But because of his great love 
for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead 
in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.”
 
That’s the salvation Jesus was bringing that morning, but the people couldn't see it.  Not 
a salvation of Roman oppression or political deliverance.  It was a salvation that would 
come from sin and the separation that that sin creates between man and God.  Only 
through the death of Jesus and the acceptance of his death as payment for our sin, can 
we find forgiveness, reconciliation, and peace with God.  That's why Zechariah said that 
this king comes to you righteous and gentle and bringing salvation.  
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Paul said in Romans 3 verse 22:
 

This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe.  There is no difference, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, 24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 
Christ Jesus.

 
God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement through faith in his blood.  He did this 
to demonstrate his justice because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 
beforehand unpunished.  He did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time so as to 
be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.  
 
Paul tells them, “He passed over and did not punish at the time many of the sins of 
the past because he was gonna punish them all on the cross.”  At the cross, everyone 
who had faith looking forward to the cross was saved, and now everyone who has faith 
looking back to the cross will be saved.  God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement.  
 
That's what Palm Sunday is all about.  On the 10th of Nisan, the 10th day of the first 
Jewish month, the sacrifice of the Passover had to be presented.  It would be killed 
later in the week, but the Passover lamb had to be presented on the 10th of the 
month.  There are many scholars who believe that that day was the 10th, and God was 
presenting his sacrifice of Passover to the people.  And later in the week he would be 
sacrificed for them.  
 
It’s why Paul wrote in Romans 5 verse 1, “Therefore, since we have been justified 
through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
 
Romans 5 verse 6:
 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly.  7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good 
person someone might possibly dare to die.  8 But God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be 
saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, when we were God’s enemies, 
we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having 
been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we 
also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation.

 
The breach is healed.  Peace has been made.  Jesus rode into Jerusalem as the King 
of Righteousness and the King of Peace to give his life to save people from their sins.  
Most in the crowd that day rejected him because they didn’t recognize the time of God's 
coming to them.
 
On this Palm Sunday could every one of us in the room today say with clarity and 
conviction, “I have seen Jesus as my king?  I know he has come to die for my sins?  I 
have received him into my life, and I'm forgiven?  I now live every day in surrender to his 
kingship?”  This is why we have communion to remind us.  
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The night before he died, he took bread and the cup and he said, “This bread is my 
body.  This cup is my blood.  It's given for you.  As often as you eat it, remember 
me.” 
 
We’ve said many times that eating this meal will not make you a Christian.  Eating 
this meal won't get your sins forgiven; it won't earn you any grace; it won't reserve you 
a spot in heaven.  The only way you can experience any of those things is that you 
receive Jesus Christ as your Savior because you’ve recognized him as the king who 
has come to die for you
 
“For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, Paul said, “You proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes.”  And when he comes the next time, no one will miss it.  
 
I love what John wrote in Revelation 19 verse 11:
 

I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider 
is called Faithful and True.  With justice he judges and makes war.  12 His eyes 
are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns.  He has a name written 
on him that no one knows but he himself.  13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in 
blood, and his name is the Word of God.  14 The armies of heaven were following 
him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean.  15 Coming 
out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.  “He will 
rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath 
of God Almighty.  16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: 

 
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”

 
And every eye will see him.  The question on this Palm Sunday, has your eyes seen 
him now?  Have you received him as your king?  Have you known that he died in your 
place and rose again?  And are you living with Jesus Christ the king?  Communion 
reminds us that all of this is for us.  This bread is his body.  This cup is his blood.  “It’s 
given for you,” he said.  “Now when you eat it, remember me.”
  
Father, that’s what Palm Sunday is about: the presentation of the Passover Lamb, the 
king who came to die.  I’m sorry for that day when so many missed you.  I’m sorry for all 
the years of my own life that I missed you.  And I’m sorry today for those who are still 
missing you.  But I want to thank you, God, for this time and this hour and this place and 
this table and this bread and this cup.  For today we can be reminded again: You are 
the king who came to die for us.  May you be honored through this remembrance.  We 
pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.
 
As the men come to serve us today, the Lord invites all who know him, all who love and 
believe in him, all who follow him.  He invites you to share with him this bread and later 
the cup.  I would like to ask you to take a piece of bread and hold it, and we’ll all eat of it 
together in a few minutes.  
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You know, it’s quite possible you’re here today and you’re not sure of your relationship 
with God.  Believe me, I know what that feels like.  It wasn’t that long ago I was in the 
same place as you.  You might want to let the bread and cup go by today or at least 
don’t eat of it until you have listened to the good news that still saves people who 
believe in it.  You see, the truth is that God loves us very much, but he can’t have 
relationship with us as long as sin is in our lives.  And all of us have sinned and fall short 
of his glory – all of us.  But sin is what separates us from God.  “But God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him would not perish 
but have eternal life.”  
 
Jesus is God come in the flesh.  He was born of a virgin.  We celebrate it every 
Christmas.  He is the God man who lived a sinless life; the only one who ever has, so 
that at just the right time he could go to the cross and die there for me, for you, and for 
the sins of the whole world.  Jesus offered himself on the cross that day.  He paid for 
our sin.  After paying for that sin and meeting the full demands of God’s law, he was 
buried in a tomb.  Three days later he rose again victorious just as he promised.  He 
conquered sin and death and the grave, and he’s alive today.  He’s alive right now.  
He’s living in me.  He’s living in a lot of people who are here, and he wants to live in all 
of us.  “By grace you’ve been saved through faith and it’s not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God.  Not by works so no one can boast.”  We can’t earn this.  It doesn’t come by 
taking communion or getting baptized or being good.  It comes by believing that Jesus 
Christ is the king who came to die and who rose again.
 
If you’re here today and you know you’re a sinner like the rest of humanity, and you 
believe that your sin is what separates you from God, and you believe today Jesus is 
the king who came to die, the one who died in your place from the cost for your sins, 
who was buried in the tomb and rose again.  If you believe he’s alive this morning, then 
ask Jesus to save you from your sins and he will.  He will come to live in you and wash 
that sin away and make peace with God.  If you’re not sure what to say or even how 
to say it, you can pray with me right now.  If it’s from your heart to God, he’ll hear you.  
You just bow your head right where you are and you can pray like this.  Just say to him:
 

Lord, Jesus, I know that I am a sinner.  And I know that my sin separates me 
from you.  I believe you love me and that’s why you came to die for me in my 
place for my sins on that cross.  Having died, I believe you were buried, and I 
believe you conquered sin and death and the grave, and I believe you rose again 
just as you promised.  I believe you’re alive right now.  So, Lord, Jesus, I ask 
you, please come and live in me.  Bring me peace with God.  Wash away all of 
my sins with your blood.  Teach me to follow you all the days of my life, and I will 
thank you for so great a salvation

 
If you prayed that in your heart to God today he hears you.  And by that faith he has 
saved you.  Christ has come to live in your heart in the person of the Holy Spirit.  That 
sin is washed away.  And with that sin cleansed, reconciliation with God, peace with 
God, relationship with him.  
 
I want to ask today that if you prayed to receive Christ into your life that you will allow us 
to help you on the road to growing deeper with that.  We won’t keep you long, but I want 
to ask today before you leave if you would take just a moment to come to the prayer 
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room.  If you accepted the Lord today, just come.  Tell the people who greet you, “I 
received the Lord into my life today.”  They will rejoice with you.  They will give you 
some materials to take home to read that will encourage your faith.  They will send you 
on your way with a prayer.  They won’t embarrass you.  They’re there to help.  Please 
come before you go.  Let us give you that material to help you.
 
For the rest of us who have known the Lord for some time, could we say today that 
Jesus is truly reigning over our lives in every area?  Or are there some places we know 
we’ve withheld, some disobedience that we need to confess, some sins we need to 
acknowledge, some things we need to get right?  There’s no better place than right 
now at this table to confess those things and ask God to cleanse and restore the sweet 
fellowship to remaining close to him, as close as you’ve ever been, or maybe you’re just 
here today to worship.  Whatever it is, let’s use these moments as Jesus asked that we 
might remember him.
 
“This bread,” Jesus said, “is my body.  It’s given for you.  Therefore as often as 
you eat it, do it in remembrance of me.”
 
In the same way after supper that night, Jesus took the cup of wine and passed it 
amongst his disciples and said, “Take and drink all of you.  This cup is the New 
Testament in my blood.”
 
Father, your law demands that without the shedding of blood there will be no 
forgiveness.  All the blood of bulls and goats throughout the centuries could only point 
the way to the need for an ultimate sacrifice by one who was so great and his blood 
so sufficient that it would pay for the sins of the world.  You are that king.  You are that 
sacrifice.  As we drink this cup today, we’re acknowledging that we believe and we 
recognize it.  And we thank you for so great a salvation.  We pray this in your precious 
name, Amen.
 
As with the bread, the Lord now invites those who will share with him in the cup.  If you 
love the Lord today and belong to him, take the cup and hold it if you would.  We will all 
drink of it together in a few moments.  Let’s use this time to remember Jesus.
 
“This cup,” Jesus said, “is the New Testament in my blood.  It is poured out for 
the forgiveness of many.  Therefore as often as you eat this bread and drink this 
cup and proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  This do,” he said, “as often as 
you eat it in remembrance of me.”  
 
We say again today, “Lord, Jesus we remember.”
 
We really do remember, Lord, and thank you for communion that helps us.  It’s that 
remembrance of what it means that often makes our giving so meaningful.  We’re 
acknowledging today together, God, that everything we have has come from you.  So 
whether we’re viewed as having much or little of the world’s goods, what we have 
you’ve given us.  You give and take away.  So today, whether others would consider our 
gift as large or small, we bring it today because we love you and we want you to have it 
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and we’re offering it to you.  So as you receive it through this church, use it in and 
through this church to accomplish all that you want done until the whole world knows 
that you are king.  Receive this, Lord.  We offer it to you.  In your precious name, Amen.
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