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April 22, 2012 - 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 
Standing Firm in the Truth of our Salvation 

Pastor Larry Adams 

As I said earlier, we get spoiled sometimes by the great tech folks we have and the great 
worship teams and choirs.  I just want to thank you guys for all that you do.  I mean that.  Let’s 
pray together. 

Father, we really are blessed, and I know each of these gifts that are used here and everyone 
else who serves in the church is a gift from God.  So I thank you for allowing those gifts to be 
used so vibrantly each week.  Thank you, God, for the hundreds of people who are engaged in 
advancing the kingdom and the ministries that you’ve called us to lead.  I hope you’ve been 
honored today as we’ve been singing together with our choir about standing on the promises 
and be reminded here again that you are faithful.   

As we open your word today, God, speak to us.  You’re the one we really want to hear from. 
Your word is truth.  And we thank you, God, for the confident assurance that gives us now and 
in the days to come.  I hope you’ve been honored.  This worship is for you, and we thank you.  
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Hey, if you have your Bibles, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to 2 Thessalonians 
Chapter 2.  We’re gonna be continuing on today in our study of Staying Strong, Living Ready as 
Paul encouraged this great church to do, today, standing firm in the truth of our salvation.   

You know, from time to time you wonder what people are picking up as you teach them. I was 
reading about this lady, Jolene Horn, who had an article in today’s “Christian Woman.”  It’s a 
magazine I read frequently as you can imagine.  I don’t know if I’ve ever read a copy, but I found 
this piece on line. She was telling about a time she put her four-year-old daughter to bed one 
evening.  She is reading her the story of the prodigal son. 

We discussed how the young man had taken all of his father’s inheritance, left home, 
squandered the whole thing, couldn’t even eat as well as pigs.  When he’d lost 
everything and blown everything he came home, and how wonderful his father received 
him because he had nothing left.  I asked my four-year-old daughter, “What have you 
learned from the story?” 

Drinking in the moment, the little girl said, “Never leave home without your credit card.”  
That’s the lesson she got out of the thing. 

So, we’re never sure what people are learning from 2 Thessalonians, but I hope we’re learning 
to stay strong and to live ready.  You know, last week we looked at a passage that could be 
pretty troubling to a lot of people.  It’s truth and it shouldn’t upset us, but sometimes it does.  It 
was truth about a coming deception, in fact about a deception that’s already taking over in many 
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places, and a deception which will be led by an antichrist and times of struggle that’s coming in 
the future.  We’re not sure how much of it we will go through together.  It leaves you in that 
section feeling like, “Well, how can I know if I’m really saved?  How will I know I’ll persevere to 
the end?  How will I know that I won’t be taken in by the deception and be a part of the great 
throng that falls away?”  So Paul writes this last section in verses 13 to 17 of Chapter 2 to 
encourage the Thessalonians with the absolute assurance of their salvation, an assurance that 
each of us needs to have and own today.  Here’s the way Paul put it in 2 Thessalonians 2:13: 

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the 
beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through 
belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the 
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by 
word of mouth or by letter. 

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace 
gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen 
you in every good deed and word. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Father, you are an awesome God to say the least.  And this salvation that you’ve given to us is 
real.  Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  Those who trust in the Lord 
will not be disappointed.  And yet, Lord, we live in a world that seeks to undermine our faith 
constantly confronting us with our own sins and failures and seeking to deceive us with lies and 
things that shake our assurance.  And yet in the midst of it all you’ve given us a hope and an 
eternal encouragement that is rooted in the truth of our salvation.  So just as you did so many 
years ago through Paul to the Thessalonians, I pray again today you’ll speak and give that 
encouragement to us that we won’t live with anxiety about the future, we will live for Jesus.  And 
in the power of the Holy Spirit we will know with assurance that we can stand firm in the truth of 
our salvation.  And we’ll thank you, God, for all that you’ll show us.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Daniel Gilbert is a professor of psychology at Harvard University.  In a report and survey he 
recently did, he drew from the Gallop Healthways Wellbeing Index.  From that he quoted a fact 
that he said: 

Americans are smiling less and worrying more than they were a year ago, that happiness is 
down and sadness is up.  That we’re getting less sleep and smoking more cigarettes, that 
depression is on the rise.  The real problem is not financial, which is surprising to some.  
The real issue is uncertainty.  People don’t know what’s going to happen.  “Will I have a job 
next week?  What’s ahead in the future for me?”  

Professor Gilbert pointed to a Dutch experiment where some subjects were told that they would 
be intensely shocked 20 times then there was another group who were going to be shocked 20 
times but 3 would be intense shocks and 17 of them less intense.  But they wouldn’t know when 
the intense shocks would come.  

It was very interesting to see the results of this study. The 20 who knew they were going to 
get 20 consistent shocks settled in, buckled down and endured it.  They didn’t have any 
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anxiety.  They didn’t sweat it out.  They knew what was going to happen and they endured 
it.  It was very interesting.  In the group that had 3 intense shocks and 17 less intense ones, 
they said their reaction was totally different.  There was a high level of anxiety.  People 
physically broke out in a sweat not knowing when the next strong shock would come, and 
their heart rates almost doubled in anticipation of the fear of what was coming. 

Daniel Gilbert summarized, “An uncertain future leaves us stranded in an unhappy present and 
nothing to do but wait.  Our national gloom is real enough, but it isn’t a matter of insufficient 
funds, it’s a matter of insufficient certainty.” 

An uncertain future can leave a people paralyzed with anxiety. It not only affects their health, it 
affects their ability to live meaningful and productive lives.  They have no assurance. That’s why 
God doesn’t want any of his kids living with uncertainty; and especially when it comes to the 
assurance of their salvation.  

We’ve been studying Paul’s letter to one of the great churches of the New Testament, the 
church at Thessalonica. As we’ve mentioned before this is a church that was not even expected 
to survive; and yet they began to thrive. They had a strong and growing love for God and others. 
As we saw last week false teachers had crept in and begun to shake the faith of some with lies 
about Christ’s coming and that they were people who had missed it and the things that Paul had 
taught them were not true. And so Paul writes to tell them to stay strong and live ready by 
standing firm in the truth.  

As we saw last week Paul reminds them that a great deception is coming. In fact, that secret 
power of lawlessness is already at work in our culture preparing the way for the ultimate 
deception when the Anti-Christ himself comes to lead many astray who have not grounded 
themselves in the truth.  In the future Satan will use an influential man and an age-old lie to 
deceive many people into a rebellion against God. Many of those whom the Lord will see led 
astray will be people who thought they were actually Christian, but who did not belong to God 
and who did not stand in the truth. All of this could cause people to come away after reading a 
section like that to say, ‘Well then who can be saved?  How can I really know if I belong to God? 
Will I fall away in the great deception or will I be one who stands strong?’   

Paul writes this section in the letter to tell the believers not to worry. They need to stand firm in 
the truth and they will not fall prey to the lies. And then he gives them words of reassurance that 
God loves them and has proven that love by what He’s done to save them. It’s the truth of our 
salvation that He unfolds, the salvation that is God given and cannot be lost. Paul tells them we 
can stay strong and live ready when we stand firm in the truth of our salvation. What is that 
truth? Paul tells them here quite clearly our assurance is based on the fact that God has chosen 
us to be saved, he said, and that he has called us to share in the glory of Christ. We can stay 
strong and live ready when we stand firm in the truth and God chose us to be saved. Here’s 
how he put it in verse 13: But we ought always to thank God for you brothers loved by the Lord 
because from the beginning, God chose you to be saved thru the sanctifying work of the Spirit 
and thru belief in the truth. 

I’ve shared with all of you before that when I was born my father abandoned my mom and me at 
the hospital. I’m not sure why he did that. He was a 24-year old man. Maybe the prospect of 
having a kid like me was a little bit more than he could take. I’m not sure of what happened, but 
he took off and left us there and never returned. I found out later in life he didn’t choose to have 
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me; and he didn’t choose to keep me. A couple of years later a man came into my life who did 
choose us. His name was Ivan Adams. He married my mom and he chose me to be his son. 
Being chosen is being wanted.  

That’s why if you are a Christian you need to know that God chose you because He wanted 
you. He didn’t have to choose you. He didn’t have to give His son to die for you. He could have 
just let us all go the way we had chosen in our sin, but He didn’t. He chose us because He loves 
us. Paul told the Thessalonians that God loved them and chose them to be saved. We ought 
always to thank God for you brothers, loved by the Lord because from the beginning God chose 
you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. God 
chose you.  

What I love about that phrase, is that this is not just that He chose us as a group, or He chose 
us as a church, this is a word that is personal choosing. God chose you for Himself. It is an act 
of selection. God chose YOU, he’s telling them, not just as a church but as individuals. He 
chose you from the beginning. In the context of 2nd Thessalonians that means from the 
beginning of their hearing and believing of the gospel. But it implies even further back than that 
when God’s ultimate choice was made before the world was even created. Remember the book 
of Ephesians in chapter 1, that great book of real applied Christianity, Paul wastes no time in 
Ephesians 1:3 saying: Praise be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed 
us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. The best is truly yet to come. 
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In 
love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ in accordance with his 
pleasure and will – to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One 
he loves.  

When I learned that my biological father abandoned me at the hospital I learned later on that 
when that was taking place God had already chosen me to be his adopted son and to live with 
him forever. If you’re a Christian today you need to know that God chose you. Don’t get all hung 
up on predestination and election. No one has ever been able to put this in adequate words and 
we taught about it thoroughly here at the church. But this much is true: Man’s free will and the 
predestination of God travel like two tracks and you cannot stress one over the other. God 
chooses or you’re not saved. You must choose God or you’re not saved. No one can 
adequately explain how those two track together, they just do. Be assured of this, you are not a 
Christian today unless God has chosen you; and if you’re a Christian today, you thank God he 
has chosen you. Because you’ve been chosen to belong to him forever. (applause). 

God chose to create you. Sometimes I’ve looked at my life and thought, ‘God, would you like to 
start over?’ He said, ‘No, I knew what I was doing the first time.’ (Larry chuckles).  And he chose 
to save me by the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit and through belief in the truth. That’s why 
God brought the gospel to you. He gave you the Holy Spirit when you believed; to sanctify you, 
to set you apart from the world, sin and death and be exclusively his forever.  

That’s why Paul said, we ought always to thank God for you, brothers, loved by the Lord. From 
the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through 
belief in the truth. That’s why in First Thessalonians, the beginning of this series of these 
messages to a great church, to stay strong and live ready Paul said in Chapter 1, verse 4: 
Brothers loved by God, we know that he has chosen you. We know it.   
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If you’re a Christian today it’s because God has chosen you as well. He’s chosen you to be 
saved from sin and death and the grave and the world, and He’s chosen you to be saved from 
the coming deception. If we stand in the truth of our being chosen it gives us confidence to face 
the future whatever it holds. Like the church in Thessalonica we know that whatever hardship 
we have to face, whatever setbacks come our way, whatever God asks us to endure we don’t 
have to fear, because we belong to him, and we’re his forever. 

The wicked and those who reject the truth will not be saved. Paul reminds believers everywhere 
that they used to be like that. Remember last week we saw that all of us are born into sin; but 
we’re not there anymore. The Spirit of God has come upon you and you are now justified and 
saved by the name of Jesus. That is what we were, but this is what we are now. That’s what 
Paul is writing in 1st Corinthians 6:9 when he said, Do you not know that the wicked will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor 
adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor 
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what some of 
you were. 

People, this isn’t a pleasant exercise, but I can find myself on that list. I was that. In fact there 
are a couple of those on that list that apply to me. It’s hard to face what I was because of my 
sin. But it is glorious to understand that I’m not that anymore. That is what some of you were, he 
said in verse 11. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. That’s what Paul’s telling them. We ought 
always to thank God for you brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose 
you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 

It’s the same thing that Peter wrote when he wrote to the people who were suffering in the 
church that he was encouraging. When he began his first letter he said in 1 Peter, verse 1: 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to God’s elect... In others words the ones He’s chosen. 
Strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 
who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God,l through the sanctifying work of 
the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace and peace be yours 
in abundance.  

You see that’s why Satan tries so hard to convince people all the time that they’re not really 
saved; because they don’t know the truth about their salvation. And so they look at their lives 
and see the ways that they fail and they think, ‘how in the world can God love me.’ Well indeed 
how could he? It makes His grace, mercy and love even more powerful. God is love. He knew 
all about us when He chose us. We’re not going to surprise Him with anything we do.  

In his book, By Grace Alone, Sinclair Ferguson identifies four major fiery darts that Satan 
normally uses to unsettle believers and rob them of their assurance and peace in the gospel. 
There are lot more lies that Satan tells people than this, but these are four directly related to try 
to get people to doubt the assurance of their salvation; because if he can get you to doubt that 
assurance, you’ll live differently than if you knew you really belonged to God.  

Fiery Dart #1: you ever heard this? ‘God is against you.  He’s not really for you. How can you 
believe he’s for you when you see the things that are happening in your life?’ You ever heard 
him whispering that in your ear when things have gone a little awry? 
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Fiery Dart #2: ‘I have accusations I am going to bring against you because of your sins. What 
can you say in defense?’ Nothing. You see Satan knows our sins, too. He’s whispering in your 
ear, I’m going to use those against you, against a Holy God.  

Fiery Dart #3: ‘You can say you are forgiven, but there’s a payback day coming; a 
condemnation day. How will you defend yourself then?’ Indeed, how will you? I have no defense 
except that Jesus already took my condemnation on the cross. He paid for it.  

Fiery Dart #4: ‘Given your track record, what hope is there that you’ll really persevere to the 
end? ‘ 

People the hope of my assurance for standing firm with Jesus is not on my ability to hold my 
salvation. My assurance is based on the reality of God’s ability to hold me. He’s never going to 
let me go. He paid a great price for me. Those lies are Satan tells are intended to rob you of 
your assurance and paralyze you with uncertainly. Paul tells the Thessalonians:  don’t let 
anyone deceive you in anyway.  

Yes we still sin; and when we do we, confess it and God will help you to live a holy life. These 
verses I use a lot because I need them and because they’re true. I seek to live for Jesus every 
way I know how and the power of the Holy Spirit but I still sin and when I do I remember this in 1 
John 1:5, This is the message we have heard from him and declared to you, God is light. In him 
there’s no darkness at all.  
If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the 
truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make 
him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.  

You see that’s why Paul wrote to the Thessalonians in 1st Thessalonians 5:9 God did not 
appoint us to suffer wrath, but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us 
so that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. Therefore encourage 
one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. Remember the 
Thessalonians were told that if they believed in the Lord Jesus their suffering would not be 
eternal. Now they’ve been told by liars who made their way into the church that the Second 
Coming of Christ had already happened. So now you know what they’re thinking. ‘We’ve gone 
through all these trials for nothing, and God’s lied to us. We’re going to have to endure these 
trials forever.’ Paul said, ‘Don’t you believe it. These trials are temporary, your life is eternal. 
Endure it now and you’ll share in his glory. And don’t let anything shake you from that firm 
foundation. Don’t let anyone deceive you. Stand firm in the truth. God has chosen you to be 
saved. You’re his forever.’ 

And not only chosen by God to be saved, but we can stay strong and live ready when we stand 
firm in the truth that God has called us to share in his glory. Here’s the way Paul put it in verse 
14: He called you to this through our gospel, that you might shrae in the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

 This calling is an invitation to relationship. My wife Karla and I met on Sept 7, 1979. We met at 
a men’s retreat in Ravensdale, WA. Her dad was the speaker. Karla was leading worship. There 
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were 300-400 guys there and one girl. You talk about winning the lottery; that was my day. I was 
really taken with her. There was a problem; Karla had a boyfriend. So, boundaries were clear, 
we set those up and established them and we respected them because that’s what should 
happen. So for awhile after that we didn’t communicate. It would not have been appropriate. 
Sometime later I got a message from her, a letter telling me that she and her boyfriend had 
decided to go their separate ways… (pause) … and that she had been dreaming of me day and 
night ever since (much laughter from congregation).  No! She didn’t…. wasn’t exactly worded 
that way… (Larry chuckles)  Anyway…  I still have the letter – but I never read it because I want 
to live with this dream that I have, (more laughter).  Anyway to say the least I was surprised to 
get it. And, as I read the letter I realized that while neither of us knew each other very well, and I 
respected the proper boundaries, this letter in many ways was a call. It was an invitation; an 
invitation to consider the possibilities of getting to know each other better. It was an invitation to 
relationship in some form even though you have no idea in the beginning where it’s going to go. 
And so I wrote back; and I wrote back every day and the rest is history. God used that call, that 
invitation to establish relationship.  

In a similar way that same thing happened to me in 1977 with God. God issued me an invitation 
to relationship with him. It had been issued from the dawn of time, from all eternity in his eternal 
word. I just didn’t know it. In the fall, 1977, the message was sent, the call to me in the gospel. It 
came to me. It was invitation to relationship with him, made possible through the sacrifice of his 
son. I believed that message. I accepted it. I accepted his invitation. We entered into 
relationship together. The rest is history.  

People, if you’re a Christian today, it’s because God has issued to you that same calling. It’s a 
call to relationship and you accepted it. That’s what Paul was reminding the Thessalonians in 
regards to their relationship with God. He said in verse 14 he called you to this through our 
gospel that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. The word ‘calling’ is the word 
‘invitation.’ Expanded, it’s a calling to the salvation and the benefits of it. God took the initiative 
and extended the invitation to you in the message of the gospel that you might share in the glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

I love that word ‘share.’ It is a word that means surround you with completeness. In other words 
you’re actually going to experience what he’s promised. You’re going to share in this. Not only 
has he called you to be saved from sin, he has called you to share in his holiness, to share in 
his glory, to share in his likeness.  He’s called you from… TO something. He’s called you that 
you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus. 

People, the overwhelming thing about our salvation is that we were called to become like Christ; 
to actually become like him. Not that we’ll be gods, but that we’ll bear his nature, his character, 
his likeness. His glory will be completely manifest in us someday. That’s the idea behind the 
word ‘share.’ It will be complete, surround you with completeness.  You’ve been called to this. 

This calling that we’ve accepted is irrevocable. It is complete, it is already guaranteed. We 
haven’t realized the fullness of it yet, it’s still being developed and worked out and displayed in 
us. That’s why Paul told the Philippians in Chapter 2, for it is God who works in you to will and to 
act for his good purpose. That’s why we go through hard times and trials and suffering. Jesus 
went through that and his holiness was manifest. His glory was made known through the things 
he suffered. Jesus’ glory was revealed in those things and his glory will be perfected in us in the 
same way. In fact Paul told the Roman church that the present suffering and trials we now bear 
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for the kingdom was the guarantee that we would share in his glory forever. Listen to this: 
Romans 8:12 this is a perspective that we don’t often get: therefore, brothers, we have an 
obligation – but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. For if you live according to the 
sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body you will 
live, because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. In other words we live 
according to the Spirit showing that Christ is really alive in us.  

The people who struggle with the assurance of their salvation are often those who are not living 
for Jesus. I’ve never had a person who is vibrantly filled with Christ, who is seeking to live for 
him every day by the power of the Holy Spirit, who are in the word of God, who pray, who 
confess their sin and who endure each day and enjoy each day the blessings that God can 
bestow upon a life, who is walking with him, I’ve never had a person like that come and say to 
me, ‘Pastor, can we lose our salvation?’ It’s always people who are trying to live the minimum to 
get by who are struggling with whether or not they really belong to Jesus. Paul’s telling them, 
‘you live by the Spirit of God; you’re going to show that you are sons of God. There’s great 
assurance in that. Look at this, verse 15: For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave 
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ In 
Aramaic the word means ‘daddy.’  

By the way I’m very thankful for Ivan Adams who came into my life. In many ways he was a 
good earthly dad for me. But I have to honestly confess to you, I have never had a dad as 
faithful as God and I never will have one better than him. That’s why we cry, ‘Abba, father, 
daddy.’ You think that God is going to let you go? No way! The Spirit himself testifies with our 
spirit that we are God’s children.  

If we’re children, we’re heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ if indeed we share in his suffering 
in order that we may also share in his glory. I consider our present sufferings aren’t worth 
comparing with the glory that will be revealed to us. The creation waits in eager expectation for 
the sons of God to be revealed. That’s why Paul wrote like he did to the Corinthian church. 
People listen to the words of assurance he writes to them in 2Cor 4:13, it is written: ‘I believed; 
therefore I have spoken.’ With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, 
because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with 
Jesus and present us with you in his presence. All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that 
is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 
Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are 
renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory 
that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For 
what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  

This call to relationship and salvation and eternal life is real. That’s why we need to stand firm in 
the truth with it; and not be led astray with Satan’s lies that seek to undermine our confidence. 
God has promised eternal life and so Paul said, ‘we believe and therefore we live in the light of 
that promise.’ It’s the same thing John said in 1John 2:24, I love this, listen to this: See that what 
you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son 
and in the Father. And this is what he promised us – even eternal life. 
I’m writing these things to you abouat those who are trying to lead you astray. As for you, the 
anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But 
as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit – just 
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as it has taught you, remain in him.  
And now dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and 
unashamed before him at his coming.  
If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born 
of him.  How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made 
known or we haven’t seen the fullness of it yet. But we know that when he appears, we shall be 
like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just 
as he is pure. We shall be like him. We’ll share in his glory.  

The truth of that causes you to live differently because you realize that glory of Jesus is being 
perfected in you and shining through you right now. The real assurance comes from all God’s 
motivation in this. This motivation is not man-centered, it is God-centered. God is not calling us 
to reveal the glory of Jesus in us and we’re going to share in his glory just for our benefit. It’s 
more for his. God calls us to this not to magnify us, but to magnify himself through us. When we 
share in his glory, then God’s glory and the glory of God’s Son is going to be magnified through 
millions of lives who have yielded their lives to him, and the world will see it. God called you to 
this. You can be sure he will complete it. That’s why Paul opened his second letter to the 
Thessalonians the way he did in Chapter 1 verse 5, all this is evidence that God’s judgment is 
right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are 
suffering. God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you 
who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 
heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God and 
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction 
and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he 
comes to be glorified n his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have 
believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. 
With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may constantly pray for you, that our 
God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good 
purpose of yours and every act prompted by our faith. We pray this so that the name of our Lord 
Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

He called you to this through our gospel that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. So then brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we past on to you whether by 
word of mouth or by letter. May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our father who loved us 
and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope encourage your hearts and 
strengthen you in every good deed and word. 

When we have that assurance people, we can live confidently in the face of whatever is coming; 
whatever trial, whatever setback and whatever deception. Because we are standing firm in the 
truth of our salvation. It makes a difference in the way we live. 

You know when the Golden Gate Bridge was built and began its construction in 1932, they 
estimated its cost to be $20 million. Because of the high winds and the precarious place in 
which they were building, to work up there amongst those swaying pillars of steel and on those 
cables was called the dance of death. Engineers predicted before construction began that the 
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death toll would be one man to die for every million dollars spent. They expected 20 men to 
sacrifice their life with the building of the bridge. The truth of the matter is at the end of 
construction only one man had unfortunately died. They built that bridge faster and better than 
they could have imagined. One of the reasons was that the engineers decided to invest 
$130,000 in 1932 dollars to take something that was very famous in the circus and use it on the 
bridge. They got a huge trapeze net and put it out 10 feet on either side of the bridge 60 feet 
below where the men were working.  

So profoundly saving was that net that the local papers used to keep a score of how many men 
fell and were saved by the net. They would keep a running score, and they would say the guys 
who fell experienced falling ‘halfway to hell’ is what they called it. They fell 60 feet landing in a 
net and not a one of them died. Besides that, when they put the net up, work on the bridge 
began to change. Now men had a greater confidence that they were really in no danger except 
from a 60 foot fall into a soft net that would catch them. So they worked more aggressively, 
much more confidently and accomplished things much better than they could have otherwise.  

People, do you realize that our salvation and the knowledge of that truth is like that net? We’re 
going to go through some hard trials, and we ourselves may face at times the dance of death 
but we don’t have to worry. Underneath us are the everlasting arms and the promises of God 
that will never be broken. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved, and those 
who trust in the Lord, Paul said, will never be disappointed. The truth is you were chosen by 
God to be saved by the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit and by belief in the truth. The truth is 
that you were chosen by God thru the Gospel that you might share in the glory if our Lord 
Jesus. Stand firm in the truth and you will share in his glory.  

Paul put it like this in Romans 8:28 and we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew 
he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers. And those he predestined he also called; those he called, he also 
justified; those he justified, he also glorified. It’s a done deal.  

What then shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did 
not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, 
graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen. It 
is God who justifies. Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died – more than that, who 
was raised to life – is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or 
danger or sword? As it is written: 

 ‘For your sake we face death all day long; 
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I convinced 
that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

People, that is the confident assurance of your salvation. That’s why Paul said, so then 
brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on whether by word of mouth or by 
letter. May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our father who loved us and by his grace 
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gave us eternal encouragement and good hope encourage your hearts and strengthen you in 
every good deed and word.  

Father I want to thank you today. When we hear all the stuff about coming deceptions and 
falling away and Antichrist and the suffering and hardship that may be coming, we don’t know 
how much of that we are going to endure and how much we’re not. We know this, we have a 
promise and a word from God that stands. We stand firm in the truth of our salvation. Chosen by 
God, called to share in your glory – that’s who we are. Help us, God, each day not to be cocky, 
but wholly dependent and live in the assurance that we are saved and yours forever. You are 
our dad and you’re never going to let us go. We thank you. May it prompt us to live an even 
greater, more holy life through the power of your Holy Spirit giving ourselves fully to your service 
in every way and we’ll thank you for the glory it brings to you and the glory we will share with 
you forever. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 


