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The Peace and Grace of the Lord

If you have your Bibles, turn with me to 2 Thessalonians Chapter 3. We’re gonna be 
looking today at verses 16 to 18 as we close out our study of this tremendous letter as 
we’ve learned together in 1 and 2 Thessalonians about staying strong and living ready.

Paul writes very personally in many of these letters and closes them out the way he 
does for very specific reasons. Remember, he had been under attack himself as people 
infiltrated the church saying that they had come into the church with letters from Paul 
which they hadn’t. They began telling people that the second coming of Christ had 
already happened, that their suffering in their trials had already been for nothing, and 
they shouldn’t be listening to Paul or others because they weren’t accurate. It was 
creating dissension, causing some people to fall away in the church, and make them 
very unsettled.  So Paul writes these letters to encourage them not listen to those things 
but to stay strong and to live ready. When he closes out this letter he says to them in 
verse 16:

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. 
The Lord be with all of you. 
17 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand, which is the distinguishing mark in 
all my letters. This is how I write.
18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

Let’s pray for a moment.

Father, these closing words in Paul's letters reflect the heart of a man who really cared, 
who understood the importance of a church staying strong and living ready together, 
and realizing that no matter what unsettling things may come upon them, the peace of 
God and the grace of God could make all the difference.  This was no idle prayer that 
he prayed. This was truly his call for the people to realize the fullness of your peace and 
your grace, peace and a grace that every church needs, especially when we seek to 
represent you and live for you in a world that doesn't know you.  

So, Lord, I pray today you give us eyes to see, ears to hear, and hearts to believe that 
we might really understand how we too can stay strong and live ready in the peace and 
the grace of the Lord.  We’ll thank you. In your precious name, Amen.

I was reading this last week a piece by Stewart Ruch. He is a pastor in Wheaton, 
Illinois. He was talking about how his family life and his church life have a lot of 
parallels.  

In fact, in church life as well as family life, there is always a huge gap between 
the ideal of what we expect and the real of what actually happens.  For example, 
every autumn my family likes to go apple picking.  Here is the ideal day of apple 
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picking. The leaves are golden and rusty. The sky is beautiful, and it’s 75°. We all 
piled into the van and start singing and laughing as we merrily drive to the 
orchard.  

We arrived early in the morning with plenty of time to enjoy the orchard. 
Surprisingly, the folks at the orchard say, “Today, apples are free for families.” So 
our kids guzzle apple cider and stuff themselves with apple donuts, and they 
don't even get a sugar high. 

Finally after perfect day at the orchard, we drive home as our children keep 
saying, “Wow, thanks Mom. Thanks, Dad.”  

But the real day for us often looks like this:  It's a disaster from the start. We 
leave at least two hours late. The apple orchard closes at five.  We’re leaving at 
three, and it takes an hour and a half to get there. But I bark at everyone, “We’re 
going. So get in the car.” 

We miss lunch because we were scrambling to get everything done.  With blood 
sugar levels plummeting, my wife and I start arguing.  I think it's her fault that 
we’re leaving late.  She says it’s my fault.  We keep arguing until the kids 
interrupt because now they're arguing with each other. I turn around and snap at 
the kids, “Knock it off. I'm arguing with your mom.” 

When we pull into the apple orchard, we only have 30 minutes before closing 
time, so we tell the kids, “Hurry up so you can have some fun.”  By this time of 
the day all the good apples are gone. Nothing is free.  The entrance fee was 
outrageous because they know they can rip off suburban families who are trying 
to pretend they’re in the country for the day.  

When we get the kids back in the van it’s already dark. On the way home we 
realize we don’t have any apples, so we stop at McDonald's for an apple 
turnover.

Stewart Ruch went on to say, “Unfortunately, family life and church life aren’t always 
ideal. Amen? That's why we have to practice love, acceptance, forgiveness in the midst 
of real community among real fellow sinners.”  

You know, the real mark of a person or a church’s surrender to the control of Jesus is 
not that there are never any problems, not that there is never any conflict, but that with 
God's help we find ways to work it out.  We don't let the obstacles stay standing, 
because we realize that as Christians we’re part of something bigger than ourselves 
and what’s at stake is eternal.  

We've been learning in 1 and 2 Thessalonians in an even more vivid way that we are 
the church, the body of Christ. Imagine that? Jesus is exalted in his resurrection glory to 
the right hand of God, and right now the church is to be his visible presence in the 
world.  That’s you and me.  He lives in us if we’re Christians.  We are to be his presence 
in the world.  We are engaged in a spiritual battle, and sometimes we get in a battle with 
each other but we don't let it drive us apart.  How we handle these issues makes the 
difference of whether we stay strong and live ready or allow these things to weaken the 
body of Christ.  
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Besides that, as we’ve learn from 1 and 2 Thessalonians, false teachers and idle 
believers can create tensions that also threatened to unsettled the church in a whole 
variety of ways.  We have to learn to stand together because our battle is not with each 
other, it's against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  The apostle 
Paul understood these things, which is why he wrote the way he did when he signed off 
and closed the second letter to the Thessalonians.

You see, we’re coming today to the end of our study of these two letters written by Paul 
to one of the truly great churches of the New Testament founded by Paul on his second 
missionary journey in A.D. 49. The church at Thessalonica found that it was having 
struggles from the start. You remember, Paul was chased out of town by strong Jewish 
opposition, maybe as little as three weeks only. He left behind after three weeks a 
fledgling church with no real leadership, no Bibles, and facing severe persecution. While 
in the city of Corinth, Paul gets word that this church is not only surviving, it is thriving 
and becoming a model to the entire region. He writes to them in his first letter 
encouraging them to stay strong and to live ready, and to realize that their suffering isn’t 
forever.  They are to remain faithful until the Lord's return.  

But soon after writing that letter, a serious threat arose within the church.  People, make 
no mistake about it, historically, persecution to the church has never weakened it. It has 
only strengthened it. True believers get stronger when they face true persecution.  The 
church at Thessalonica grew stronger in the face of serious opposition, so Satan tried a 
different strategy.  He was gonna try to destroy them from within.

Paul said false teachers spreading lies had arisen in the church. Idle believers who had 
more their own interest than God's interests in mind were rising within the church and 
seeking to undermine church leadership especially that of Paul and the others.  Paul 
said, “Don't be fooled by those who come along and say that they have a letter from me 
or someone else telling you that, ‘Oops, the story has changed now. The second 
coming has already happened and all your faithfulness is for nothing.’” He said in 
verse 17, “I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand, which is the distinguishing mark in 
all my letters.  This is how I write.”  So in other words, “You get a letter from me you’ll 
know it’s from me. Don't be deceived by those who come spreading around a false word 
having come from God or me or anyone else.  When you get a letter from me you’ll 
know it. I’m telling you, Jesus has not yet come, and you need to stay strong and live 
ready.”

Paul writes to tell them not to listen to these lies, that they are to stand firm, follow the 
example of those who are following Christ, to work things out, to not be unsettled by 
these things, and to remain strong because they're representing Christ in the world.  
There’s a lot at stake.

You know, if you think about it, that’s a tall order.  Their natural response might be, “How 
in the world are we gonna do this?  How do we handle the conflict, heal the divisions, 
remain doctrinally pure, not lose our focus, and keep following Jesus? How do we do 
that?” Well, Paul tells them it's the same way it's always been done.  It's the same way 
that every church has to do it. We stay strong and live ready for the Lord's return when 
we choose to stand together with God.  
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What does that look like?  How do we do it?  Well, we need God to do it in us. He will 
when we live in the peace of his presence, Paul said, and when we live in the power of 
his grace. We stand together with God when we live in the peace of his presence.  

Paul said in verse 16, “Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times 
and in every way. The Lord be with all of you.”

You know, this phase for Karla and me with grandkids is teaching us a whole new set of 
life lessons all over again.  We learned them once we went through it with our kids, and 
now I'm discovering I am learning it all over again.  Our grandson, Levi, who is just a 
little over 2, was at our house last Thursday night.  It was grandpa/Levi night.  

Karla had finishing up with choir, and his parents were gone on an anniversary trip. So 
Levi and I were home on Thursday night. We were hanging out in the back room having 
a good time. Grandpa was probably letting him stay up a little too late, and it got dark 
outside. He took me by the hand all of a sudden, and he started walking towards the 
kitchen. It was all dark back there.  Normally Levi doesn't want to go where it’s dark, but 
holding my hand I noticed he didn't even hesitate. He walked right through the living 
room, right into the dark kitchen.  When we got back there, I found out the reason for his 
thing.  He looked up at me and he goes, “Popcown, gampa?” But what struck me was 
this little boy who normally would be hesitant, he would walk into a dark room and stop 
because he wasn't sure about going in, lacked no confidence of all when he was holding 
my hand. He had a deeper assurance and greater peace, because he knew he wasn't 
alone.

In that moment, God was reminding me, “Larry, that's the way I want you to live with me. 
I don’t want you to be alone.  I don’t want you to be afraid.  I want you to have my 
peace.  And that's the peace that I want not only for you, but it's the kind of peace I want 
to give to the entire church who follows me.”

Paul prayed that the Thessalonians would know the peace that God gives by his 
presence:

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. 
The Lord be with all of you. 

That word “peace” means what it says, “harmonious relationship” “wholeness” “a sense 
of well-being.”  It's very similar to the Hebrew word for shalom for peace.  This peace is 
not the absence of conflict. It’s not that everything is going smoothly and our 
circumstances are perfect. It’s that we have a quiet sense of wellbeing in the midst of 
the conflict because God's presence is with us in it. 

This peace he prays for is not just a wellbeing for each individual but a corporate peace 
that was much needed in the church. For the entire church, as they lived out the 
realities and the struggles together in God's presence, they could expect that the world 
would treat them the way they had treated Jesus.  There would be attacks from without 
and there would be attacks from within.  These things could get scary enough that they 
would wonder whether or not they even wanted to continue. But in a very real sense, 
Paul is telling them, “Remember, take God by the hand. You're not alone, and God's 
very peace he will give to you in that moment, whether individually or corporately, the 
peace that you need, God will give.”
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You see, some people were not living for God or the good of the body but for their own 
purposes.  They had been deceived by Satan and were now being used by him to 
undermine that sense of peace and wellbeing in the church. Such people were to be 
warned, Paul told us earlier, and if they refused to listen and obey there were to be 
avoided. Verse 14:

If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him. Do 
not associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not regard 
him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother. 

You see, creating conflict and undermining the health focus or vibrancy of a church is a 
serious thing.  It happens. Well, when it happens, we need to make sure we’re working 
together with God to reestablish that sense of peace.  And now, Paul prays that in the 
midst of that reality that those who looked to Jesus would actually be given the peace 
that God gives by his presence. Paul prayed that they would have it at all times and in 
every way.

That word or that phrase “at all times” means “no break in the flow.” In other words, a 
continual experience of relational harmony among those who are truly following Christ.  
They would have a peace and a strength in God's presence that nothing could 
overcome. They would realize there would always be people present who are looking to 
God and trusting Him to be a part of the solution. They are to be agents that God would 
use and bless to keep peace in a church that it not be driven apart. Every church needs 
people like this.  

Leith Anderson wrote a book some time ago called Dying for Change. In that book he 
commented:

In America today, 6,000 churches a year are going out of existence. 

Six thousand!  

Most of them are being torn apart by conflict because the people are not looking 
to God to supply his peace and sensing the seriousness of what Paul was 
praying for the church at Thessalonica.

That’s why Paul prayed, “I hope you’ll have this peace at all times and in every way, in 
every circumstance.” Believe me, the Thessalonians were facing circumstances as 
tough as any church will ever face.  This peace of God is real, and it can help us in any 
circumstance.  We need to make sure that we know that this peace doesn't mean that 
we don't confront error or oppose people who threaten the spread of the gospel by 
distorting the truth.  It doesn't mean we just agree to disagree when truth is being 
assaulted. People, there are those who think that peace and harmony and everybody 
getting along is the highest virtue. It isn’t. It is an important one, but it isn’t the highest 
one. Harmony is not the highest virtue - fidelity to Christ and his truth is the highest 
virtue.  There are times when churches have to split because there's a segment of the 
church who does not want to stand in truth. There can be no real peace where there is 
no real truth.

I remember this last week reading a commentary by G.K. Beale, Professor of Biblical 
Studies at Wheaton College. He said:
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We too often think that those who habitually oppose false teaching are 
pugnacious and cause dissension and that peace comes by agreeing to 
disagree.  Although this is true about certain things, there are number of issues 
about which the church must take a stand, for example: the deity of Christ, the 
Trinity, justification by faith, the assault on marriage, pointing out of the sin of 
homosexuality and its threat to society, couples that cohabitants and its drain on 
society as well, sexual immorality, and a host of other things that are critical to 
the survival of a healthy and a pure church.

In 2 Thessalonians, Paul was defending the truth that Christ must come back bodily to 
raise his people bodily. If Paul's opponents are granted their false belief that that's 
already happened or isn't going to happen, one can conclude that the curses upon the 
physical cosmos, including the human crown of creation, will not be completely 
reversed.  In other words, we don't have a hope. The bodies of God's people will remain 
in the grave forever.  Moreover, if the curses upon the physical creation are not 
reversed, God's promises of an absolute new creation, of which all curses are 
abolished, will not be fulfilled.

To gloss over disagreements in these more significant areas is to a have a superficial 
peace at the cost of the gospel which is ultimately no true peace.  However, those who 
argue for the church's faith against dissenters must follow Paul's admonition not to 
quarrel but to gently instruct in the hope that God will grant repentance, as Paul told 
Timothy. Those who contend for the faith must be doctrinally bellicose, that means 
“warlike.” When you stand up to defend truth, you don't back down. But we must not be 
personally belligerent, which is certainly, he said, a difficult but necessary balance to 
achieve.  

That's what the Thessalonians were facing, standing doctrinally strong without being 
arrogant or belligerent.  If they didn't do that right, it was gonna blow their church up.  
It’s why Paul said, “May the Lord himself give you peace.” It’s exactly what Jesus told 
the disciples he would give them when he taught them at the Last Supper. Do you  
remember? John 14 verse 27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid.”

God knows there will be conflict at times, so the key to more of his presence and peace 
is that we obey him, and we do it like Jesus did.  In Colossians Chapter 3 verse 12, Paul 
wrote:

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other 
and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as 
the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them 
all together in perfect unity.
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 
as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom and as you sing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 
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God knows there will be conflict in every family.  There will be conflict in every church.  
But he calls us to a humility, a gentleness, a compassion, and a determination that says 
“I will not allow this to create strife. I'm offering myself as an agent of healing. God, I’m 
calling upon you to give us the kind of peace that establishes true unity even in the 
midst of our conflict.” When we look to God and handle it his way, He brings peace.

Do you member two ladies in the church at Philippi, Euodia and Syntyche? How would 
you like to be remembered in the Scriptures for eternity as the two ladies in your church 
who couldn't get along? Well, that’s these two. When Paul writes because their fighting 
was threatening the church, he writes in Philippians 4 verse:

I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other in the 
Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have 
contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest 
of fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.

People, these were not idle troublemakers in the church.  These were loyal, faithful 
women who fought for the gospel alongside Paul on many occasions. But now they 
were posing a threat to the church because whatever their disagreement was, and we 
don’t know what it was, they were now fighting with each other.  As leaders and mature 
believers they were setting an example for the rest of the body that was threatening the 
very core of the Philippian church. 

Paul had just spent three chapters telling the people how to stay strong and to live 
ready. It’s why he closed out in Philippians 4 verse 1 by saying, “Therefore, my brothers, 
you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the 
Lord, dear friends.” And then he goes right in to confront Euodia and Syntyche for their 
fighting that was undermining the church and its peace.  

What does Paul tell the church to do?  He tells them, first in Philippians 4 to turn back to 
God, focus on him and the nearness of his presence.  By the way, this formula will work 
for any church, any family, any couple who desire to have God's peace in the midst of 
their conflict. Turn back to God, focus on him and the nearness of his presence. 
Philippians 4 verse 4:

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near.

We have a lot more in common than we do in conflict. So come back to God together.  
And he said don’t worry or be anxious about your circumstance, give it to God and he 
will work. Philippians 4:6:

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

I have rarely seen any conflict in the body of Christ on any level, family, marriage, or 
church, that could not be handed by two sincere believers who come before God as 
their ultimate authority and say, “Lord, I may be right or I may be wrong, but I know that 
this conflict is not pleasing to you, so, God, I'm not gonna worry about how you’re gonna 
handle it, I'm just asking you handle this thing and make us part of the solution not the 
problem. It’s amazing what God can handle with that.  
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It’s as though Paul is asking, “What you fighting about? Come together, talk to God 
about these things, and then look what God will supply.” Philippians 4 verse 7:

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts  
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

God gives that peace to those who seek it from him.  More than that, if you keep looking 
to God and obey what he says and learn from Paul and follow his example, you'll have 
more than the peace of God’s you'll have the God of peace. Philippians 4 verse 4:

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy—think about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received 
or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will 
be with you. 

You see it? The peace of God and the God of peace. His presence makes the  
difference.  When God is at the center of any relationship, any marriage, any family, any 
church, when his presence is called upon to be there and to supply his peace, there isn't 
anything that God can’t solve.  There isn't anything greater than that peace that unites 
us together knowing that we have more common than anything that we could fight 
about. And not only with the peace of his presence, but we stand together with God 
when we live in the power of his grace.  Verse 18:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

I don’t know if you’ve been following the story of the Iranian pastor Yousef Naderkhani.  
If you haven’t, you need to be praying for him.  He is a pastor in Iran that was arrested 
in 2009 for preaching Christianity and exposing the falsehood of Islam in an Islamic 
nation.  They arrested him in 2009, and they sentenced him to death.  It's only been the 
prayers of God's people and the interaction of a number of international organizations 
that have forestalled his execution, but there is no guarantee that it isn’t soon coming. 

This last week in World Magazine as I was reading an article about Pastor Yousef,  
things turned for the worse if you can imagine this.  He has an attorney that’s been 
representing him called Mohammed Ali Dadkhah. The judge in the trial ordered the 
attorney arrested and sentenced him to nine years in prison for defending this man. This 
is what Islamic law can do around the world. 

On May 7th, Jay Sekulow, the American Center for Law and Justice, said they received 
a letter supposedly penned by Pastor Yousef who wrote and said, “I'm in good health, 
and I need to remind my beloveds, though my trial has been so long and as in the flesh 
I wish these days to end, yet I have surrendered myself to God's will.” 

Here’s a guy who has been arrested and incarcerated for three years, sentenced to 
death for practicing Christianity, whose attorney now faces nine years in prison for 
defending him.  He says, “While in my flesh I wish these days were over, I'm in good 
health, and I am committing myself fully to God's will.”  

You know, when I read those kinds of things, it makes me a little uncomfortable because 
you can’t help but ask the question, “What would I do in that situation?”  How would you 
do? Well, these days may very well come upon us, which is why we are preaching 
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through 1 and 2 Thessalonians about staying strong and living ready.  Paul told Timothy 
that all those who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.

If those days do come in our lifetime here in America, we will have to face them the 
same way that Pastor Yousef faces them. We’re gonna have to face it with the power of 
the grace of God.  That's why many times people say, “Well, I could never go through 
that. I could never face that.” That’s true, you can’t. God has to give you the grace to be 
able to face it. I can tell you that two days before Pastor Yousef was arrested, he didn’t 
have the grace to face it either. But the day they showed up this house and dragged him 
off, God began to give the grace for him to face whatever it was that was set before him. 
That’s the grace Paul was always praying for every church in every letter he wrote.  If 
we give that Paul wrote the book of Hebrews - I believe he did, but there's no 
guarantee.  The author is not identified, but it sure sounds like Paul - but if we give that 
the book of Hebrews was authored by Paul, he writes 14 letters of the 27 New 
Testament books. In every single letter he prays “the grace” it’s called - that the grace of 
God will be upon the church, meaning that God will supply in that moment all that you 
need for whatever you’re facing. Paul prays that grace for this church in verse 18:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

“The grace” is unmerited favor.  It's what God gives us when we need it. Not that we’ve 
earned it or deserved it, but he gives it because it is what he does. He’s a God of grace, 
and he gives the grace that we need. 

We don’t have time today to develop all the theology of grace that’s in the Bible, but 
without grace there could be no life at all. There’s such a thing that theologians call 
“common grace.”  We've all received it.  Even the most militant atheist is a recipient of 
God's grace every day. “Common grace” means that God gives us his air to breathe, his 
water to drink, his food to eat.  Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5, 
“He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and he sends rain to fall on the just 
and the unjust.” God’s not withholding these things even from those who adamantly 
oppose him because without grace no one could live. So he continues to flood us with 
common grace that supplies what we need to stay alive. 

And, of course, we know then there is “saving grace.”  Paul talked about it in 
Ephesians 2 verse 8-9 when he said, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith —and this not of yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one 
can boast.” “When we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” So God reached down in his  
unmerited favor and provided a sacrifice on the cross that would provide a payment for 
our sin, that all who believed in him would be saved. God has offered that graciously to 
those who will receive it. “Saving grace.” 

But God also gives us a “sustaining grace.” It helps us to stand to face the things that 
we face every day, and he gives us what we need to get through it.  It’s what Paul was 
talking about in Romans Chapter 5 verse 1 when he wrote, “Therefore, since we have 
been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 

through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.”

You see, we’re not only saved by his grace, but we stand in his grace. God gives us 
unmerited favor to stand and live in every situation he has called us to face, and with his 
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presence we can face it with his peace. God's grace that sustains us isn’t given until it's 
needed.  And when it's needed, his grace is always sufficient.

Do you remember in 2 Corinthians 11 after Paul had told of all of his hardships, his 
imprisonments, his beatings, his night and days in the sea, and all the things he had 
suffered, his 39 lashes multiple times, being stoned and suffering for the gospel?  He 
told also how in the midst of all of that God had revealed to him again and again and 
again of who he is and the power of his grace. Then, in the midst of that great section in 
2 Corinthians 11 and 12, he said, “I was given an out of body experience.  I don’t know 
how else to explain it. I was caught up to the third heaven. God showed me things that 
were so wonderful they’re inexpressible.” They’re inexpressible. 

You know, you can get pretty pumped up thinking, “Wow, look at me suffering for Jesus 
and now he’s given me a glimpse into the very throne room.” 

2 Corinthians 12 verse 7, Paul said:

To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassing great 
revelations, it was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment 
me. 

We have no idea what was.  Some think it was bad eyesight.  Some think it was some 
disabling illness that he had. We don't know what was, but it was a torment whatever it 
was. This guy who had preached the gospel, had established all the churches, who had 
stood strong in the face of persecution and endured the lash and in prison, had written 
half the New Testament and had been given a glimpse into the throne room says:

8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.

If God’s listening to anybody, you’d think he’s listening to Paul:
9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so 
that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in 
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. 

You hear that? “I delight in these things”:

For when I am weak, then I am strong.

What did Paul learned in the midst of all of that? That God's grace is real, and it's 
powerful. It’s sufficient to help you face anything obediently and even with joy.  

Paul knew if God's grace flowed in his people there would be no obstacle they couldn't 
overcome, no unity that could not be maintained in the power of his grace.  

You know, somethings we think things are just too hard that we could never do them.  “I 
could never face imprisonment,” we think.  “I could never lose a loved one. I can’t stay 
in a difficult marriage. I can't witness to people who hate me. I cannot overcome this 
powerful addiction.  I cannot forgive what these people have done.” You’re absolutely 
right.  You can't. But God can, and he will when we step out by faith to obey him. He 
then sends the flow of grace that will empower us to do what he has asked us to do that 
on our own is impossible. 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

I don't know what things God's gonna ask the church to go through in the days ahead.  I 
do know this, around the world there are levels of persecution that are as severe right 
now as anything that's ever been and more martyrs for Christ in the 20th century than 
the first 19 centuries combined.  We are not to be afraid of these things.  The Lord is 
coming, and we are to be his people in the world. Paul knew and could write to the 
church of Thessalonica in these two letters “Stay strong, live ready because God's 
peace and presence and God's grace is sufficient for everything you face. Stay strong, 
live ready.”

A few messages ago, I told the story about Robbie Robbins who was an Air Force pilot 
during the first Iraq war.  After his 300th mission he was surprised to be given 
permission to immediately pull his crew together and fly his plane home.  They flew 
across the ocean to Massachusetts and then had a long drive to their home in western 
Pennsylvania.  They drove all night.  When his buddies dropped him off at his driveway 
just after sunup, there was a big banner across the garage “Welcome home, Dad.” 
“How did they know?” he thought. No one called.  The crew themselves hadn’t expected 
to leave so quickly.  Robbins relates what happened when he walked into the house.  
He said, “I saw the kids about half dressed for school, and they screamed,

“Daddy!”

Susan, my wife, came running down the hall.  She looked terrific, hair fixed, makeup on, 
crisp yellow dress, “How did you know?” I asked.

“I didn’t,” she said through tears of joy.  “Once we knew the war was over, we knew 
you'd be home one of these days. We knew you'd try to surprise us, so we just lived 
ready every day.”

You living ready? Because I can tell you we’re in a war.  It’s almost over. Jesus has won. 
There’s skirmishes and battles he's asked us to stand for him in until he comes to bring 
it to a close. We can stay strong and live ready if we’re found standing strong with God 
and each other, living in the peace of his presence, living the power of his grace.  That's 
why Paul gave his benediction in 2 Thessalonians 2 verse 15 when he said:

So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, 
whether by word of mouth or by letter.
16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by 
his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your 
hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.

Father, I want thank you today that your presence is real, and your grace is powerful.  
There is a peace and a grace that’s sufficient for every need.  It'll help us to stay strong 
and to live ready as we recognize that we are not the enemy with each other, our enemy 
is the evil one.  So, Lord, we ask you to help us to call upon your name, to live in your 
presence, and for you to give us peace and grace to help us in our time of need.  

So, Lord, no matter what comes in our marriages, in our families, in our individual lives, 
in our churches, we will be found staying strong and living ready until Jesus comes.  
Thank you, God. May we be obedient in this, full of faith and hope just as the 
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Thessalonians did. May their legacy be ours, and when you come may you find us 
faithful.  And we'll thank you, God.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Page 12 of 12


