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July 22, 2012 
Galatians 5:16 

Pastor Matt Pierce 
 

Live by the Spirit 
 
Well, good morning, everybody. My name is Matt Pierce, and I am one of the pastors 
here at Golden Hills. I am the pastor of New Hope as Bill alluded to earlier. If you have 
your Bibles, I’d invite you to turn to the book of Galatians. I know it says Galatians 5 in 
your bulletin, but we’re gonna start in Chapter 1.  

As you’re turning there, I just wanted to tell you a little bit about myself. I am a husband 
and father of four and a grandfather of two; and I’m excited about all of that. My job 
down here at the church as a recovery pastor is to run a ministry called New Hope on 
Friday night. It’s an amazing place, actually, where God has been helping people for 
years find freedom from a lot of life-controlling issues that have just been really 
enslaving and controlling them for years. There’s just one miracle after another. It’s an 
amazing privilege to be a part of that ministry. 

Another thing that I'm excited to tell you about is a ministry called Bethesda Village. You 
may have heard about it a little bit. I think we’re gonna have a couple of pictures coming 
up here on the screen in a minute. Bethesda Village is a long-term residential 
discipleship program that God has actually been putting together at this church for a 
long time for a lot of years. It’s getting closer and closer to completion. We’re very 
excited.  

The church owns a 21 acre property about 10 minutes this side of Placerville. We 
purchased it about a year and half ago, and we've been developing the landscaping and 
developing the facilities. (See Slides) As you can see, it's got a beautiful chapel and 
some other structures. We’re renovating one of the buildings to be a men’s dorm. It’s 
gonna be a place where young men can come and receive discipleship, counseling, 
encouragement, and training in theology. It’s gonna be a year-long program where 
we’re gonna be able to pour into these guys. They're gonna live there. We’re gonna 
have a director, in fact we’re looking for a director now. We’re gonna have mentors and 
other people living there with these guys. We are gonna help them find the root of 
whatever it is that's been holding them back, show them how God can heal that and 
how God wants to rebuild their life in his truth and in his love. It is an amazing vision.  

We have a table out front. After the service, if you want a little bit more information we 
have an information packet. We also have a pretty big and ever-increasing resource 
team. If you're interested in serving in a ministry like this, or just want to find out a little 
bit more about it, please stop by our table out front. We got some more pictures. We 
can get your name and address and maybe put you on our newsletter list. So all of 
those exciting things are happening in New Hope and Bethesda Village.  

How you guys doing?  Speaking of New Hope, as the recovery pastor I have an 
opportunity, as I mentioned, to work with a lot of broken people on whose hearts have a 
of a lot of pain in them. What we have found, working with people, is a few patterns that 
are gonna sound a little obvious, but one of the patterns when somebody comes to New 
Hope is there’s some kind of behavior that’s maybe out of control they can’t get a 
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handle on in their life that’s causing a lot of destruction, that’s causing a lot of pain in 
relationships, that’s causing a lot of pain in maybe their job or some other areas. What 
we're finding is as we work with people and we’re patient with people, and with God's 
help and God's word, we get to the heart of the matter, the root of the matter. What we  
find is there’s always a sin issue, right?  There’s always something beneath the 
behavior. There’s always something deeper than just what they're doing. There's a 
reason why they're doing it, and with patience and God's Holy Spirit and Holy Word 
working, we can help people find the root of what's really going on. 

But there’s something else that we've been discovering lately. There's been more and 
more people coming in and maybe it's not a destructive behavior. In fact, maybe their 
behaviors or their lifestyle is there isn't a problem there at all. In fact, if anything, from 
the outside looking in, they look pretty good. They’re very active in the church. They’re 
not addicted to anything. There doesn't appear to be a behavioral problem, but as I talk 
to these people and pray with these people, what we’re finding is there are still some 
root issues there, and they can’t understand why.  

So on one hand we've got a person with behavioral issues, right? Destructive, negative 
behaviors coming from brokenness and pain and sin in the heart, which is kind of a no-
brainer, right? But then on the other hand, we’re finding that there's behaviors that are 
not destructive and not bad, but yet they’re still destructive and pain and sin in the heart. 
One of the things that we found, and I found this in my own life, is that sometimes the 
good behavior is really a mask. It’s really a cover up hiding the pain and the sin and the 
destruction in the heart. We need to be really careful with that.  

That’s what was going on, at least to some degree, that's what was going on in Galatia. 
Now, the book of Galatians, obviously, the apostle Paul wrote, and Galatia was a 
province. It wasn't just one church, it was many churches. There was a province called 
Galatia, and there were multiple churches there that Paul had been a part of starting. 
We don’t know how much time went by. It didn't seem like a lot of time went by after 
Paul left that he found that there were some things going on in Galatia, some serious 
issues. It wasn't drugs and alcohol. It wasn't anger management. It wasn't a robbery. 
Maybe that stuff was going on, I don't know, but that's not with this letter is about.  

This letter, if you read it from beginning to end and you get the context, Paul is not 
happy. He is very upset, very upset. In fact, more upset than maybe any other letter I've 
ever read from him. What's going on in Galatia?  What's the problem in Galatia? 

Let's pick it up in Galatians Chapter 1, starting in verse 6. Paul says: 

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the 
grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel — 7 which is really no gospel 
at all.  

That sounds like a problem to me, a different gospel. That’s not good. 

Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert 
the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a 
gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be eternally condemned! 
9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a 
gospel other than what you accepted, let them be eternally condemned! 
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This is no slight error here, okay? This isn’t just a minor correction. Those are some 
heavy words. This is a serious issue. “Eternally condemned “? Paul’s not feeling good 
right now about what’s going on in Galatia, and it’s a serious issue.  

So what is going on? How did they pervert the gospel? Who are these people that are 
coming along confusing everybody? First of all, the word “pervert” means “to change or 
to distort.” In other places that word is used where it’s actually flipped all the way around 
where it’s the opposite of its intended purpose or meaning. So Paul is saying, 
“Somebody is flipping the gospel around to the opposite of what it really is.” That is not 
good.  

Who are these people? Well, we’ve come to know that they’re the Judaizers. Who are 
the Judaizers?  Judaizers were actually Jewish Christians. I think they were Christians, 
I’m not sure. But they were Jewish followers of Jesus. What they were saying is, “Yeah, 
Jesus is good. Yeah, Jesus is good. Amen. Jesus is great, but on top of believing in 
Jesus you have to do XYZ on top of believing in Jesus,” and what they would say the 
number one thing was you had to become a Jew. In fact the word, “Judaizer” could also 
mean “living like a Jew.”  So the Judaizers were coming along saying, “Hey, Jesus is 
great, but you gotta live like a Jew too. You gotta become a Jew.”  

Well, how do you to become a Jew? What do you have to do to become a Jew? Well, 
one of the number one signs of a Jew was circumcision. That was a big deal. That was 
the number one sign that you were set apart for God was that the men, obviously, were 
circumcised. But it wasn't just that. To a Jew, you know and I know, it was very 
important to obey the law, the Mosaic law. It was a big deal to a Jew to be obedient to 
the law of Moses.  

So, they were coming along saying “Believe in Jesus and obey the law.” That is a 
perversion of the gospel. We’re gonna be jumping all over, so get your fingers ready. 
Paul addresses this head-on in Chapter 3 in verse 1. He says: 

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus 
Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one thing from 
you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you 
heard? 3 Are you so foolish?  

Now don’t miss this part. 

After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human 
effort? 4 Have you suffered so much for nothing—if it really was for nothing? 
5Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you because you 
observed the law, or because you believe what you heard? 

You see what Paul’s doing? He’s countering this teaching. He’s going, “Are you crazy? 
Who is confusing you? Who has bewitched you? You clearly saw Jesus Christ as 
crucified. You received his Spirit. You saw him do miracles. Are you now gonna turn 
from trusting in that alone to observing the law and adding all of these conditions to the 
gospel?” You know, this is a serious problem. 

Let me put it a couple of different ways. They were trying to maintain right standing with 
God by human effort. That’s what they were trying to do. Another word for this is “works 
based righteousness.”  Maybe you've heard that. It's “works-y,” right? That’s a works 
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based righteousness. In other words, our right standing with God or our righteousness 
is based on our works. That’s a perversion of the gospel. It is also known as legalism. A 
more modern translation of this problem is moralism where in our minds our moral 
behavior is what we need to maintain in order to keep our right standing with God. We 
need to do good works to keep God happy. It’s a perversion of the gospel. Basically 
saying, “We’re substituting God's grace for our works.”   

If you want to strip it down to what we're really saying when we do that: Jesus died for 
nothing. That's a problem. There isn’t a Christian in this room I'm willing to bet that’s 
gonna say, “Yeah, I do that.” None of us are gonna say that. Nobody would utter such 
horrible words, right?  There’s no way we would say that. There’s no way that we would 
admit to that. And hold that thought, and I would challenge that. Maybe we are. One 
reason why maybe we are, is we need to understand exactly what Paul is saying here, 
okay? He’s saying, “The gospel is perverted.” We have to have a clear understanding of 
the gospel in order for us to gauge whether or not we’ve slipped into this works-based 
righteousness.  

If I was to ask a typical Christian, “What's the gospel?” They would probably lay out for 
me a plan of salvation, the Four Spiritual Laws, the Roman’s Road, or something like 
that. What's the gospel? Well, it’s how you get saved. That’s not the gospel. At least 
that’s not all the gospel. That’s a part of the gospel but that’s not all of the gospel.  

People, the gospel is getting saved, salvation, but the gospel is also sanctification and 
becoming like Christ. The gospel is also glorification where we are gonna be home and 
glorified and completely free with Christ. It's all the gospel. If you think that the gospel is 
just getting saved, what you’re gonna think in your head is you’re gonna move on from 
the gospel one day. You don’t need the gospel anymore. We hear it all the time, “Hey, 
the preacher’s gonna preach a gospel message,” and you know what they're talking 
about. He’s gonna talk about salvation. That’s an incomplete gospel. It's all of it, people.  

The good news of Jesus Christ is he saves us, he sanctifies us, and he’s gonna glorify 
us. The gospel also says that we can't save ourselves, we can’t sanctify ourselves, and 
there's no way we can get ourselves into heaven, Amen? It’s all good news. The good 
news is we are sinful, we are broken, we are dead in our trespasses and sins and God 
saves us and rescues us from all of that. He even brings us into a relationship with him, 
and he puts his Holy Spirit in us, and he begins a work of transforming us into the image 
of his son, Amen?  That’s called sanctification.  

Guess what? We can’t do that either. I think that's where the problem is with a lot of the 
people that I talk to. I've seen it in my own life. I somehow get it in my head that God 
saved me, but I gotta do the works to get this thing right. I gotta perform. I gotta do 
these works of righteousness to get right with God or to maintain my salvation. I’m 
telling you that is a slippery, dangerous road. 

It’s a serious issue in Paul's day. It's a serious issue now. Why would the Galatians do 
that? Why would they do that? Verse 7 says they were confused. “Who has confused 
you?”  These Judaizers probably thought they knew what they were talking about. They 
looked like solid Christians. Maybe they wrote a couple of books. You know, maybe 
they’re the hot thing on the Christian market right now and they’re saying, “You need to 
do this too. Jesus is great, but you need to add this to your daily repertoire of what you 
need to do to be a good --.”  
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Anytime somebody says something like this you gotta stop and run it through the Holy 
Spirit saying, “Do I need to do this?” Because we’re prone and we’re drawn to slip into 
this, by nature we slip into this. They were confused. Paul said that they were 
bewitched. They were tricked. They were deceived. People, we’re easily deceived.  

This wasn't just a problem in Galatia. Listen to what Paul said to the Colossian church. 
I’ll read it for you; you don’t have to turn there. Colossians 2 verse 6: 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7 

rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness. 

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive 
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this 
world rather than on Christ. 

 It was a problem there. It was a problem in Philippi. It was a problem in Corinth. It was 
definitely a problem in Jerusalem, and it's a problem today. It may be a problem for you. 
I know it was a problem for me.  

I know that some of you know a little bit about my story, but I can tell you I did not grow 
up in a traditional Christian home. You know how testimonies start, “I was raised in a 
Christian home.” I was not raised in a Christian home. To make a long, dark story short, 
I had a lot of dysfunction. There was a lot of issues, and it led to just a crazy life for me, 
drugs, alcohol, you name it - absolutely crazy life. Lucky to be alive, and then Jesus 
Christ rescued me. He rescued me from that.  

I will tell you this, when he plucked me out of that and he finally pulled me out of that, I 
can tell you – I can remember it like it was yesterday. It was over 20 years ago, but I 
remember it like it was yesterday. It was like --Oh, my gosh -- just this total load just 
came off of me. It was like I'd been hiding and pretending and leading this double life, 
this sinister, dark life. He pulled me out of that. I just told everybody. I told my mom and 
dad. I told my boss. I told everybody I’d been leading this double -- you know what they 
said? “Oh, really. We didn’t know, hmm.”  

They knew! We’re the last to know, right? I remember that feeling, that freedom. I don’t 
have to hide anymore. I don’t have to hide. Gosh, it just felt I could float on thin air. I 
was free. I didn’t have to hide it anymore. I was going to Recovery meetings just letting 
it all out. I was cleaning the dirty ashtrays, and I’ll tell you I was glad to do it. I was glad 
to do it. I did graduate to coffee maker, but, whatever. I was glad to do it. I was in a 
humbled state. I didn’t have to perform for anybody anymore. I didn’t have to put on a 
mask anymore. I didn't have to pretend. It felt free, and it didn't matter.  

But then something happened to me. I felt a call from God to go into ministry and 
pursue a pastorship. I got more and more involved. I don't know what happened, but I 
began to slip back into where I was. Only this time I didn’t have drugs and alcohol to 
hide behind, so I hid behind good works. I got a lot of mileage out of drugs and alcohol, 
you know, they relieved the pain. I got a lot of mileage out of good works. As a matter of 
fact, I could do good works and hide the pain and no one even knew. As a matter of 
fact, most people said, “Hey, Matt’s on a straight line to God. Look, Matt’s on fire for 
God. Look at all this stuff Matt’s doing. He’s gonna be a pastor. He’s speaking all over 
the place. He’s serving in all these ministries. That guy’s on fire for God.” They didn’t 
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know, and even in the beginning I didn’t know that I was slipping into a performance-
based relationship. God’s over here somewhere. I couldn’t even approach him. I’m 
meditating on it and I’m figuring out ways to do more stuff to get more attention, 
because that’s the root of moralism. That’s the root of legalism, and that’s what Paul 
exposed in the Galatians.  

Why would they do this? What’s lurking in there? What would cause somebody to think 
that they actually have to go out and perform for God? Look at Galatians Chapter 6 
verse 12. Paul said (speaking of the Judiazers): 

Those who want to make a good impression outwardly are trying to compel you 
to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for 
the cross of Christ. 

“Those who want to make a good impression outwardly.” People, when we get caught 
up in this perverted gospel, the sinister, looming sin behind it is pride and fear. And we 
find ourselves more concerned with the outer, the outward appearance than we are with 
inner transformation. We pay more attention to the behavior and what we’re doing for 
Jesus and where we’re serving in the church and how we’re looking to other Christians. 
We’re way more concerned with that than we are with, “Is God exposing sin in my life? 
Where is it do I need to change? Where is he gonna help me grow? Where do I need to 
confess? What do I need to repent?” Nobody wants to do that, okay?  That’s dirty. 
That’s messy. It’s painful, and it’s difficult. And the problem is we can avoid all that and 
just do good works and no one will know. It will pass for Christianity. 

That’s what happened in Galatia, and that’s what happened to me. But I learned that my 
pride was working, and my fear.  Paul said the only reason why they’re doing this is for 
their outward appearance. The other reason why they are doing this is to avoid being 
persecuted for the cross of Christ. They were trying to avoid the true gospel. They were 
avoiding the fact that “I’m a sinner and I can’t save myself. I’m a sinner and I can’t 
sanctify myself. I’m a sinner and I can’t glorify myself.” They were avoiding talking about 
that because all they cared about was the outward. Because as soon as you start 
talking about, “You’re a sinner and you can’t do this on your own, and you need God’s 
help and you need to examine your motives and you need to examine what’s going on.” 
As soon as you start talking about that kind of stuff, people start not liking that. And 
there may be even a little bit of persecution. A lot of people want to avoid that. “You 
don’t need to worry about that. You’re a new creation. Just serve. That’s what you need 
to do, just serve.” People avoid that because they don’t want to be persecuted for 
talking like this. Pride is behind it. Fear is behind it.  

People, how do you know if you're struggling with something like this? How do you 
know? I mean, I was hoping and praying this morning that if I was doing this right, some 
obvious questions would pop into your head, because as I'm preparing I’m reading the 
book of Galatians I got questions in my head. One of those questions is, Okay this is 
true this is bad. This is a bad thing, right? But the first question that pops into my head 
is, How do I know if I’m doing this? Because, “Matt, are you telling me to stop serving? 
Are you telling me not to be good? Are you telling me that?” 
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I am not telling you that, but what God is saying is to examine the motive -- to examine 
the motive. Is there anything wrong with serving? Of course, not. Of course, not. Is there 
anything wrong with doing acts of right--? Of course, not. But if we’re doing this to seek 
approval. If we’re doing this to mask pride. If we’re doing this because we’re afraid to 
preach the true gospel. If we’re doing this out of a perverted gospel it’s a problem. 

So how do we know? Look at Galatians Chapter 4, verse 12: 

I plead with you, brothers, become like me, for I became like you. You’ve done 
me no wrong. 13 As you know, it was because of an illness that I first preached 
the gospel to you, 14 and even though my illness was a trial to you, you did not 
treat me with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed me as if I were an angel 
of God, as if I were Christ Jesus himself. 

Here we go. 

15 What has happened to all your joy? I can testify that, if you could have done 
so, you would have torn out your eyes and given them to me. 16 Have I now 
become your enemy by telling you the truth? 

People, one of the telltale signs that we’ve slipped into a works-based relationship is 
there’s a lack of joy. Your relationship with God becomes a chore. There’s no joy. 
There’s no peace. People like Paul who preach the gospel are irritating to you. You’re 
short with people. There’s a lack of love. Paul said later on in Chapter 5 verse 15, “If 
you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you’re gonna be destroyed 
by each other.”  

There’s a lack of love. There’s biting. There’s devouring. There’s competition in ministry. 
There’s bragging about ministry. There’s all this self-centered stuff, and I would ask you 
to examine yourself. Is there joy in my relationship with God? Is there fruit? I know what 
you’re thinking. I do the same thing. “Okay, I gotta go produce joy. I gotta go be loving. I 
gotta --.” See how quickly? No! Joy and love and other -- God produces that through us. 
We’re gonna get there in a second. We can’t do that. That’s the gospel. I can’t do that. 
You can’t do that. God produces that through us. 

Here’s another sign. When people ask you, “Hey, Bill – Hey, Mary -- Hey, Matt, how’s 
your relationship with God?”  

Do you lie and say, “Oh, it’s great. I’m fine. Ah, God is good.” Do you lie about the depth 
of your relationship with God?  

People, don't be tricked into thinking that you don't qualify or this isn't something that 
you could struggle with. Paul said in Galatians 6, “Don't be deceived.” “Don’t be 
deceived. Watch yourself.”  

Believe it or not, I don't have time to develop this right now, but in Galatians 2 we’ve got 
Peter. Paul’s up there in Galatia hanging out with all the Gentiles. That’s where the 
Gentiles were, right? Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles, hanging out with the Gentiles 
the non-Jewish people. Peter comes up and he starts hanging out with Paul and 
hanging out with the Gentiles and eating with the Gentiles. That was not kosher for a 
Jew to eat with a Gentile. Not good. Bad, right? Peter’s like, “I’m a Christian.” He’s 
hanging out with the Gentiles. They’re probably eating barbecued pork. He’s got the 
barbecue sauce dripping off  -- he’s eating, hanging out with the Gentiles. All of a 
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sudden some Jewish buddies show up from Jerusalem, and he starts to slip back 
because he knows, “I’m not supposed to be eating with the Gentiles. That’s against the 
law.” He slips back. “I’m not gonna be hanging out with the Gentiles. My Jewish buddies 
are here. These guys are from James down in Jerusalem. Oh, man.”  

Paul calls Peter out on this publicly. He says, “When Peter came to Antioch I opposed 
him to his face because he was clearly in the wrong. Before certain men came from 
James he used to eat with the Gentiles, but when they arrived he began to draw back 
and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belong to 
the circumcision group.”  

His pride. His fear. His appearance. What are they gonna say? His approval. The whole 
thing was in jeopardy. Just like that he's free in Christ. He's eating with the Gentiles. In 
the blink of an eye he like, “Whoa, there's a couple of my old buddies” and he draws 
back. 

Listen to what Paul says, “The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their 
hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.” Not Barnabas! Come on. Barnabas? Even 
Barnabas?  

People, don't be deceived into thinking we can’t slip into this. We can and we do. 

Another question you might be saying is, “Matt, aren’t you like splitting hairs here? 
You’re coming down on us for being good, right? Really, is this that big of a deal? I’m 
being good. Come on. You tell me you’re gonna choose to live this way?” The book of 
Galatians alone says these will be the consequences of that choice, that you’re 
deserting Jesus Christ and trusting a perverted gospel. 

If you’re teaching others this gospel, if you’re discipling people and teaching others that 
they need to do XYZ to be right with God, or they need to do XYZ to maintain a 
relationship with God, Paul’s saying that you should be eternally condemned for that.  

“You’re under a curse and you are obligated to obey the whole law,” that’s Galatians 
3:10.  

Galatians 5:1 says, “You will become burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”  

Galatians 5:2 says, “Christ will be of no value to you. You are alienated from grace and 
from Christ and you have fallen away.”  

Galatians 6:8 says, “You are sowing to the flesh and reaping destruction.” 

In a quiet time, as I often do in my quiet times, I ask God, “God, I mean, help me with 
this. Why is this such a big deal to you?” This is what I’m asking God, “Why is this a big 
deal? Help me to understand.” 

You know what he said to me? He said, “Matt, when you’re you're doing this, what 
you're saying to me is that my son died for nothing because you can do this on 
your own. You don’t need him. How do you think that makes me feel?”   
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I know that we would never intentionally do this. I don't think we would. We love God, 
right? We want to serve God. We want to live for Jesus. We want to be a good 
representation of Jesus. We don’t want our life and our lifestyle to misrepresent God, 
right? You know what? That is a dangerous way of thinking. That is a dangerous path to 
take.  

Here’s the good news. Enough of the bad news, right?  Here's the good news. We don't 
have to live like that. God’s not expecting us to live like that. Paul starts out in Galatians 
Chapter 5 verse 1 and says, “Hey, guys, here's a better way. Here's another way. 
Here's the true gospel.” Galatians 5:1 says, “Stand firm.” Okay, ready? “Stand firm and  
do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” Paul is saying, “Stand 
firm in the gospel. Don’t let modern-day Judaizers come along and trick you or confuse 
you. Understand the true gospel. I am a sinner. I am totally and utterly depraved. There 
is nothing I can do to save myself. That's okay because Jesus Christ saved me. While I 
was dead he saved me. While I was powerless he saved me, and he brought me into a 
relationship with him. So awesome is this news, so incredible is his gospel, and so 
depraved are we that God put his Spirit of his Son Jesus Christ to live in us. So now as 
we are Christians we walk in the power of the Spirit. We serve with the power that the 
Spirit provides. Amen? This is good news.  

God does the sanctifying. God does the transforming. He is the power. He is the source. 
We put ourselves in a place where God can work. That’s awesome news, and one day 
in our glorification we are going to be home with Jesus. The work is gonna be over. 
That's good news. We’re gonna live in a new body in a glorified state. It's all the gospel, 
and Paul says, “Stand firm in that. Don’t let anybody do that. Don't let anybody trick you 
or deceive you into thinking that just because there's a new book out and there’s some 
hot new thing that Christians are doing that you need to do that. Stand firm.” Trust in the 
true gospel. His power saves. His power sanctifies. His power glorifies. 

Because of the gospel, we can trust the Spirit’s work in us. Look at Galatians Chapter 5 
verse 5: 

But by faith, we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we 
hope. 

You catch that? “By faith” not by works “By faith, we eagerly await through the Spirit the 
righteousness for which we hope” We’re eager like a kid, right? We’re Christians now. 
We’re excited. We’re eager. We’re waiting for God, for Christ in his righteousness to 
come on us. Well, what do we do? I’ll get there, okay? Hang on. I know you want to 
work, but hang on.  

“We eagerly wait.” The verse here is saying that God provides the righteousness. It’s 
Jesus Christ’s righteousness living in -- it’s not our righteousness. We can claim his 
righteousness. You don't have to make yourself righteous. God will do that. “We eagerly 
await” like a kid. Listen to Galatians Chapter 4 verse 4: 

But when the time had fully come,  

This is a Christian’s hope. 

When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
law, 5 to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 
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6Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit 
who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and 
since you are a son, God has made you an heir.  

Because we’re God's kids he sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts. We can cry out 
“Abba, Daddy.” “Daddy.” We’re like little kids. We’re eagerly waiting for God to do this, 
for God to transform us. That’s the gospel. Hold firm to that. 

Paul says in Galatians 5, verse 6: 

For in Christ Jesus – For those who are in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision has any value.  

Hear me on this. Obeying the law or not obeying the law doesn’t have any value. I know 
that sounds so weird.  

The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 

That faith, that belief, that trust that Jesus Christ lives in me and is producing this 
righteousness in me and is transforming me as I abide in him. People, having faith in 
Christ and trusting Christ is abiding in Christ and remaining in Christ and spending time 
in Christ and being connected to the vine. 

John 15:5 says, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in 
him, he will bear much fruit; apart for me you can do nothing.” “Apart from me you can 
do nothing.” 

People – newsflash -- we are the branch not the vine. We are connected to the vine. 
The vine produces the sap that flows into the branch that produces the fruit. We don’t 
produce the fruit. We’re connected to the vine, that sap, that love of God that flows into 
our hearts from Jesus’ Spirit living in us, that love that comes from God and flows into 
us produces fruit. How many of us show up here and we got fruit duct taped to our 
branches because we’re not connected to the vine the way we should be, but we know 
that we’re supposed to be loving and we know that we’re supposed to have joy so we 
kind of attach this sagging fruit and we walk around going, “Look at my fruit”? But it’s not 
produced by God, and it creates depression, and it creates anxiety, and it creates all 
kinds of other spiritual disease. Stand firm and believe in your heart that God will 
produce this through me. That's why it's called faith. That’s why we have to trust in 
Jesus Christ.  

You may say, “Well, man, what about all the commands of God? What about where he 
says I need to obey. There’s thousands of them in there, right?” 

“I know.” 

John Coe, who is the Director for the Institute for Spiritual Formation at Talbot School of 
Theology, had a great insight into that question, “What about the commands of God? 
Love your neighbor as yourself. What about that?” You know what he said?: 

When you read a command of God or when you hear a sermon or when you 
read a book, for many of us the first thought that pops into our head is, “I need to 
do that. God commanded it. I need to do that.” And we go out and try and do it. 
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Think of it this way. Instead of saying, “I need to go and do that.” How about this 
thought? How about this prayer? “Love the Lord your God with all your heart. 
Love your neighbor as yourself. Lord, what kind of person must I become for me 
to love you with all my heart? What work you want to do in me? How do you want 
to transform me? How do you want to create me?  I'm your workmanship. What 
do you want to do in my life? What needs to change in my life so that I can love 
you with all of my heart?” 

People, that is so much different than -- slap goes the Bible, “I need to just go love my 
wife. I need to buy that book and those six steps to loving your wife. I need to just get on 
it.” Am I splitting hairs here?  I don’t think so. At the very least, as I pray for us this 
morning and the worship team comes back up, at the very least, when we examine 
ourself, when we come before God this morning and ask him, “Where am I at with this, 
Lord? Have I been pretending this whole – have I been doing this in my own strength 
this whole time?”  

People, Jesus said, “Come to me. Come to me all who want to work and I will give you 
work.” Come on, he didn’t say that. He said, “Come to me all who are weary and 
heavy laden and I will give you rest for your souls. I will produce this in you.” 

Will you bow your heads with me. 

I wonder if God is talking to somebody this morning. I wonder if you're here today and 
God is speaking to you. You know, outwardly you look at your life and you know you're 
doing really good. You're doing pretty good. In fact your outward righteous acts are 
satisfying everyone around you, but inwardly you know I'm right. You know there's a 
lack of joy. You know you're frustrated and you think there should be more in your 
relationship with God. You know this, but because if your standing in the community and 
because of fear and pride you may not be willing to come forward. I would just 
encourage you this morning to come to Jesus right now right here. Tell him you want to 
understand what it means to abide in him, that you want to understand what it means to 
live by grace. Tell him that you're tired. Tell him that you want to know what it means 
just to have him. Tell him. Repent. Turn. He’s waiting to wrap his arms around you this 
morning and to love you and to nurture you and to bring you into this intimate love-
based relationship and to save you from all of that. 

God, we just want to thank you today for who you are, for the power of the gospel, for 
the truth that you are all we need and that you will produce righteousness in us, and you 
will produce the fruit. Thank you, God, for being that kind of a God. We love you. We 
praise you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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