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July 29, 2012 
Psalm 34 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

The Fear of the Lord 
 
You know, from time to time is important for every church to be reminded of why they 
exist. Our church exists to glorify God by making disciples who will impact every area of 
the world for Christ.  It's our purpose powerfully emblazoned out there in the lobby and 
on everything we produce. But it's not just words, it's something we’re very committed 
about. Also we have a process for making disciples.  We believe that disciples are best 
made when they worship, grow, and serve in the context of Christian community.  That's 
why we’re so strong on small groups called Growth Groups and Discovery Classes and 
a whole host of ways to help people intentionally grow in their faith in Jesus Christ.  It's 
happening here by the hundreds. God’s using it to make a huge impact and a huge 
difference. 

Over the next few weeks, Lord willing, I’m gonna be doing a series again on our 
purpose and this process of disciple making.  We’re gonna be reminded again of why it 
is that worshiping, growing, and serving is so essential to the disciple-making process. 
That we can each better understand why those things are key to our growth as 
Christians and in preparation for what we've been learning about in 1 and 2 
Thessalonians that we would stay strong and live ready until the Lord's return.   

Today, I want to begin with the foundational of where all of this lies, and that's in the fear 
of the Lord because without the respect, without the honor, without the reverence, 
without God having his rightful place in our lives, in our church, in our society, and in our 
world, nothing works.  Nothing fits. We don't know our purpose, and we certainly don't 
know his power or presence.   

So today, I'd like you turn with me if you would to Psalm 34 as we lay a foundation for 
this coming series of what it really means to live with purpose and to live as a disciple of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Psalm 34 is a Psalm of David. He wrote it early in his life. At this stage he was fleeing 
from King Saul who was out to destroy him because he saw him as a threat to his reign. 
David ran off at one point and took refuge with Abimelech.  Abimelech is a title like 
Pharaoh. He took refuge with a Philistine king and began to excel there among them. 
But as Saul began to approach Philistine for a war, some of the King of Philistine’s 
warriors were afraid that David would turn back to Saul to win his favor.  They didn't 
trust him.  They wanted to do away with him.  So David feigned being insane. He 
pretended to be crazy and pray that God would deliver him from the hand of the 
Philistines and from this dilemma. Because he couldn't stay with the Philistines, and he 
couldn't stay with Israel, so where could he go? He ran to God. It was his fear of God 
that he said delivered him. And God showed him of his presence and his power. 

David wrote this psalm in response to that.  This is what he said in Psalm 34: 

I will extol the Lord at all times;  
his praise will always be on my lips. 
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2 My soul will boast in the Lord; 
let the afflicted hear and rejoice.  
3 Glorify the Lord with me; 
let us exalt his name together. 
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me; 
he delivered me from all my fears. 
5 Those who look to him are radiant;  
their faces are never covered with shame.  
6 This poor man called, and the Lord heard him; 
he saved him out of all his troubles.  
7 The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, 
and he delivers them. 
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good;  
blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 
9 Fear the Lord, you his saints, 
for those who fear him lack nothing.  
10 The lions may grow weak and hungry, 
but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.  
11 Come, my children, listen to me; 
I will teach you the fear of the Lord.  
12 Whoever of you loves life  
and desires to see many good days, 
13 keep your tongue from evil 
and your lips from speaking lies.  
14 Turn from evil and do good;  
seek peace and pursue it. 
15 The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,  
and his ears are attentive to their cry; 
16 the face of the Lord is against those who do evil,  
to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
17 The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; 
he delivers them from all their troubles. 
18 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted  
and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 
19 A righteous person may have many troubles,  
but the Lord delivers him from them all;  
20 he protects all his bones, 
not one of them will be broken.  
21 Evil will slay the wicked;  
the foes of the righteous will be condemned. 
22 The Lord redeems his servants; 
no one will be condemned who takes refuge in him. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 
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Father, how is it that we so easily let other things take your rightful place of supremacy?  
How is it that we increasingly fear so many things and yet lose our fear of you?  How is 
it, God, that we get our eyes off of you and onto ourselves thinking that we have to 
solve everything? That we have to provide everything? That somehow we’re in charge? 
That we have the right to define right and wrong? That we can neglect God? We can 
ignore your word, we can fill our minds with violence and trash, and we think that it will 
have no effect? In many ways we have lost our fear of God, so our priorities are not 
what they should be. We struggle to find meaning to life and come up empty.   

I pray today, God, as we begin these series of messages looking again at our purpose, 
what it means to glorify God, to make disciples to impact a world. As we begin to see 
why it's important in each of us to be disciples who worship, grow, and serve in the 
context of a Christian community and how it is that these things can help us to stay 
strong and to live ready no matter what comes, teach us the fear of the Lord. Give us 
ears to hear it today and eyes to see it.  We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Jake Rayand is a writer for World Magazine. Some time ago I came across an editorial 
where he was talking about a time he took his 4-year-old daughter to a used bookstore. 
He said: 

They were sitting on the floor, grabbed a few treasures from among the children 
section.  She sat on his lap, and he began to read aloud to her. Then the owner 
the bookstore’s daughter, who was about the same age as his own daughter, 
came up and approached them.   

We invited her to join us and inquired of her name and age, as is the custom 
when meeting children.  Her name escapes me these five years hence, but her 
age I remember because of another fact I soon learned about her. We weren’t 
reading classics at that moment, only a short tale about that gang from Sesame 
Street. As I often do when reading books and books that aren’t specifically 
Christian in nature, I introduced the spiritual element by myself, so I said, 
“Samantha, who made Big Bird?” 

“God,” she said. I've learned over time that children raised in Christian homes 
learn that God is a pretty safe answer for anything their parents ask them. But 
Samantha's answer, apparently, wasn't what the little bookstore girl expected. 

“Who?” she asked, her face wrinkled Shirley Temple-like with the question. 

I turned to face her directly and said, “God.” I suppose that she expected to hear 
that Jim Henson was the creator, but whatever her preconceived notion, clearly 
our answer didn't strike a chord. It suddenly hit me, six years old, growing up in a 
bookstore, and she doesn't know God, not even his name. And we wonder 
what's gone wrong with our world.   

Even growing up in a non-Christian environment, I knew there was a God.  In fact, 40, 
50 years ago it was inescapable in America. It may be hard for you to believe, but I still 
remember praying in my elementary school class to start each day in a public school.  I 
remember the Ten Commandments were proudly posted.  I could talk freely about God, 
even though I didn't really even know who he was. I knew he existed.  I knew about him.  
I just didn't know him. 



Page 4 of 13 

You know, it’s not true anymore.  Even in the Bible Belt South, where it used to be a 
given, there are young people growing up who know nothing about God. 

Jake Rayand went on to say in that article: 

These children don't even know in whom they’re not believing. So are we 
surprised that children ambush children and slaughter them?  That children share 
illicit relationships then kill their newborn babies? Children know Johnny Bravo 
and Spiderman, but they don't know God. We wonder what's gone wrong with 
our world, but shouldn’t. Because God has told every generation what would 
happen to any people, any nation, any society or church that lost their fear of 
God.  You see, the fear of God is an essential foundation upon which all of life 
depends. Nothing works without it. The fear of God means “a healthy, reverential 
respect and honoring God, an acknowledgment of God as God.” Without that we 
will fall prey to Satan's lie, and we become gods unto ourselves.  When that 
happens, there is no absolute truth.  There are no transcendent standards to 
which we are all accountable. There no moral restraints of evil.  So societies who 
have no fear of God end up living in fear of everything.   

Paul the apostle saw the great Roman Empire coming unhinged. He saw a society that 
did not live in the fear of God, so he took a number of biblical passages in Romans 3 
and he put them together to give a commentary on the world he saw. When you read it, 
it sounds like a commentary from the evening news. Romans 3 verse 9: 

What do we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all! We have already 
made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. 10As it’s written:  

“There is no one righteous, not even one; 
11 there is no one who understands; 
no one who seeks God. 
12 They have turned away, 
they have together become worthless; 
there is no one who does good, 
not even one.”[  

Paul is summarizing what he’s seeing in society.  Listen to this: 
13“Their throats are open graves; 
their tongues practice deceit.”  
“The poison of vipers is on their lips.” 

Here is a nation he sees where words mean nothing. Lies abound. People have to have 
multiple fine print contracts, because nobody keeps their word. Not only that: 

 14“Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” 

There is a vileness to their speech. Profanity and coarseness begins to prevail in 
everything: entertainment, in the arts, in our common conversations. You know it’s a 
little unsettling to sit as I have done at a table with elementary school students and hear 
a conversation where kids are swearing like drunken sailors using words they don't 
even know what they mean, but they've heard them and they’ve heard their parents use 
them. A vileness and a bitterness at that age. 
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Not only that: 
15“‘Their feet are swift to shed blood,” Paul said.  

There will be a violence in the street that civilized society never thought possible as 
human life is cheapened and merely becomes objects to be dispensed with.  

16“Ruin and misery mark their ways, 17 and the way of peace they do not 
know.” 

That's a running commentary on Paul's world when they lost the fear of God. Because 
you see, the cause of such moral, spiritual, and relational decay was in verse 18: 

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.’ 

King David knew the danger of losing that fear so he cried out in Psalm 34 verse 11: 

Come, my children, listen to me; 
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.  

David knew what it was to be afraid.  He was living in fearful conditions. When God 
spared his life he wrote this psalm to glorify God and to teach people the fear of the 
Lord. “I will teach you who God is,” he said. “I will teach you love God and to respect 
God and to know God and to hear his word.”  In fact, David seemed to be implying by 
this psalm and to the people he wrote that “If I don't teach you the fear the Lord then I 
really don't love you because if I don’t teach you the fear the Lord then I’ve condemned 
you to life of aimlessness and emptiness and searching. You'll be part of the problem 
not the solution.”  So: 

Come, my children, listen to me; 
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.  

The first lesson in the school of life is to learn the fear the Lord. What will the fear God 
teach us? Well, there’s a lot of things, but Paul highlights a couple here in this psalm. 
One is we will learn the greatness of his purpose for us and we will also learn the power 
of his presence with us. Through the fear of the Lord, we learn the greatness of his 
purpose for us.  David put it like this in verse 1: 

I will extol the Lord at all times;  
his praise will always be on my lips. 
2 My soul will boast in the Lord; 
let the afflicted hear and rejoice.  
3 Glorify the Lord with me; 
let us exalt his name together. 

The Boy Scouts of America and Chick-fil-A restaurants have a lot in common right now, 
if you’ve been following the news.  They both have taken a stand for traditional marriage 
between a man a woman only, and they are getting crucified for it. People are barraging 
them with criticism; calls for boycotts by a growing number of gay, lesbian, and 
transgender organizations; and now even governors, mayors, and other leaders have 
denounced their stand. I'm telling you I thank God for organizations like the Boy Scouts. 
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I thank God for companies like Chick-fil-A who choose to stand with God against the 
culture that doesn't. We need more people who are willing to do that.   

This is not about hating gays or anyone else. It’s about standing in the truth.  Because 
when you stand for lifelong marriage between a man and a woman you stand with God 
and his word. One of the reasons something like gay marriage even gets traction is 
there's no fear of God in our society.  And when you lose the fear God, you become 
gods unto yourselves, able to redefine everything according to your own dictate. When 
you lose the fear of God you don’t even have understanding of a purpose because if 
you understood purpose and the things God has made, everyone would realize instantly 
two same-sex people can't possibly have anything like a marriage.  That's why 
sometimes when couples come and they want to be married, I asked them, “Do you 
know God's purpose for marriage? Why do you want to be married?” 

“Well, we’re in love.”  

“That's great.” 

“We want to be together.” 

I sit there listening as they go through this liturgy of reasons why they want to get 
married.  I said, “Here you are entering into life’s second most important relationship 
and you don’t even know its purpose.” Is it any wonder that so many fail? 

Marriages is to be a one flesh relationship created by God to unite a man and a woman 
as a groom and a bride in a tangible, living illustration of the relationship that exists 
between Christ, the groom, and his bride, the church, living out each day the love, the 
sacrifice, the submission, and the intimacy that comes only in a relationship with Christ. 
And through that union, God would create other image bearers who would reflect his 
glory and come to live for the glory of his name.  That's why marriage exists. 

People who cheapen marriage in any way destroy that example. Two men or women 
sexually together could never be considered in a marriage that can only be considered 
immoral, not marriage, and they could never produce more image bearers who reflect 
the glory of God.  If people knew more of God's purpose in life, nonsense like this would 
never gain any traction. But it gains traction in people's minds where even Christians 
think, “You know what? Maybe marriage between two gay people is okay.” Crazy.  It's 
not okay.  We don't have the right to redefine the rules. That’s what happens when we 
lose our fear of God, anything can go. 

You see, our purpose is to glorify God in everything.   

I will extol the Lord at all times;  
his praise will always be on my lips. 
2 My soul will boast in the Lord; 
let the afflicted hear and rejoice.  
3 Glorify the Lord with me; 
let us exalt his name together. 

The word “glorify” here in the Hebrew is really the word “magnified.” In fact, I think the 
King James translates it that way. “Magnify the Lord with me.”  The word means “to 
make great in size and importance.”  In other words, “Live your life in such a way,” 
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David is saying, “that the greatness and size and awesomeness of God will prevail in 
everything you see and do and will be magnified to others who need to see it.”  That's 
what he's calling people to do.  That's their purpose. 

In the New Testament, the equivalent word Paul used in Ephesians 1 when he said in 
verse 11: 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of 
him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order 
that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his 
glory. 

Did you hear that? God shows us, predestined us, and saved us to bring us back to this 
purpose that we might live for the praise of his glory.  We were created by God in his 
image to reflect that glory, that his glory would be seen by us and in us to a world that 
would come to fear him and know him. Sin has greatly marred that image in us, so he 
saved us so we might once again glorify and magnify him.  That's our purpose.  That's 
why were created.  That's why we were saved to glorify him. That purpose can never be 
realized until we know the fear of the Lord, a fear of God that teaches us of God's 
awesome holiness, a fear God that confronts us with the reality of our sin and lostness, 
a fear of God that constantly reminds us to see that God is God, and we are not, and it 
causes us to cry out to him for salvation, a fear of God that motivates us to live for him. 

You see, the world is so messed up because the vast majority of the world’s citizens 
have no idea of why they're even on the planet or how they got here. David knew his 
purpose.  He knew the God who made him, so when God spared his life from 
Abimelech, king of Philistea, he gave glory to God.  Verse 1: 

I will extol the Lord at all times. 

You see, the purpose of praise is not to make us feel good. It is to remind us and others 
of the greatness of who God is and to attribute that praise that belongs to him alone 
back to him.  That's what we're doing this morning singing those choruses. It really 
doesn't matter if we like the music. What matters is, are we using it to give back to God 
the praise that he deserves, and are we using that opportunity for which we were 
created?  That means to glorify him. That’s why we do it.  Davis said, “I do it at all 
times.” 

His praise always be on my lips. 

Unless, you’re just giving lip service to God, you can't continually praise him and live 
your life in the sewer. You can’t give God continual praise and then put yourself in God's 
place. It can’t happen. Not if it’s real. Verse 2: 

My soul boast in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 

You remember what God told Jeremiah? Jeremiah 9 verse 24, “If anyone boasts let 
them boast of this that he understands and knows me.” 

Let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 



Page 8 of 13 

A world that’s hurting needs to hear this. What would our land be like? What would our 
courts, our governments, our schools and churches and homes be like if every day 
we’re abounding with the unbridled praise and boasting of the greatness of God?  It 
would be a society full of meaning, purpose, hope, love, and a future. It would restore 
lives.  It would build marriages. It would reduce societies.  It would reach the world.  

Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together. 

The fear of the Lord brings people to see their purpose so that they stop living for self or 
power or money or position. They live to glorify God. And not only would we know the 
greatness of his purpose for us but through the fear of the Lord we would learn the 
power of his presence with us.  Verse 4: 

I sought the Lord, and he answered me; 
he delivered me from all my fears. 
5 Those who look to him are radiant;  
their faces are never covered with shame.  
6 This poor man called, and the Lord heard him; 
he saved him out of all his troubles.  
7 The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, 
and he delivers them. 
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good;  
blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 
9 Fear the Lord, you his saints, 
for those who fear him lack nothing.  
10 The lions may grow weak and hungry, 
but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.  

Karla and I and Kimmie were in Washington, DC on June 29th, wrapping up the 
meetings for our Converge Worldwide biannual meeting. We got out of the meetings 
about 10 o'clock and headed back to our hotel.  Having grown up in the East, I 
recognize right away that something was very different.  It was very hot, even at 
10 o'clock. The humidity must've been approaching 100%, and it wasn't raining. The air 
was absolutely still, not a leaf was moving. I said to Pastor Brian, “This is not normal. 
Something’s happening.”  

I’m telling you, 20 minutes later that storm you all read about in the news broke loose.  
One of the most powerful storms I've seen in a long time.  I grew up in the East.  I've 
seen thunderstorms come in, how fast they are, and powerful they are.  This thing had 
lightning so fast it wasn’t stopping.  It was continual. They clocked the winds at 91 mph. 
A hurricane is 70 and up. It was blowing down trees in the parking lot, knocking over 
light poles.  My daughter said, “Dad, don’t you think you need to get away from the 
window?” 

I said, “Are you kidding? I’d go outside if I could.” 

Some people did. Three of them that night were killed getting hit by flying debris and 
crashing trees. Tragic. Storms are scary, really scary and powerful. There were a lot of 
kids in our hotel that night.  Some got stuck in the elevator when we lost power. I don't 
know if this specific conversation happened, but I bet there was a bunch of these going 
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on that night.  I read of this little girl who was in a similar storm.  She was three years 
old.  She came in to her parent’s room.  She said, “Mommy, I'm scared.”   

The mother, half awake and half unconscious replied, “Go back to your bed. God will be 
there with you.”  

The little girl stood in the unlit doorway for a moment she said, “Mommy, I'll sleep here 
with daddy. You go back and sleep with God.” I got a hunch there was a lot of 
conversations like that going on.  

You see, we live in a scary world. It will come upon you quickly, and it really helps to 
know, no matter what, we’re not alone. When I stood looking out the window that night 
at that storm, it was a worship experience for me.  I wasn't afraid of being struck 
because if I was, God was directing the bolt. I wasn’t afraid of the hotel collapsing 
because if it did, God sits in sovereign over all those things. I'm telling you, I honestly 
stood there and looked out and saw that display of power and I said, “My dad is 
awesome.”  But often we don't see God that close or in everything, that's why we’re so 
afraid because if you don't fear God you fear everything else. 

David said, “If you truly learn the fear of God then you won’t have to fear anything.”  
David said in verse 4: 

I sought the Lord, and he answered me; 
he delivered me from all my fears. 

That word “fear” as he used there is the one you would expect, fears that stem from 
scary experiences in life as well as fear of the unknown, circumstances, and all 
uncertain things.  David had those same fears. We all have them too. But David said, “I 
saw how God had worked and I cried out to God and he delivered me again and again 
and again and again. I learned that God is my protecter, God is my provider, and God is 
my purifier.” He wrote about it here in Psalm 34. God is our protector.  Look what he 
said in verse 6: 

This poor man called, and the Lord heard him; 
he saved him out of all his troubles.  
7 The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, 
and he delivers them. 
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good;  
blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 
 

Where did David learn that? Well, do you remember in 1 Samuel 17? Israel under King 
Saul was at war with the Philistines. The Philistines had this 9 to 11 foot goon named 
Goliath who stood day after day taunting and terrifying the armies of Israel. He kept 
trivializing the God of Israel.  That's the key.  So each day he would come out, in 1 
Samuel 17, and say, “Hey, there’s no reason for all our armies to die, send out one guy 
to fight me and I’ll fight him. If he wins, we’ll be your slaves. But if I win, you’ll be our 
slaves.” He did it for 40 days. Israel trembled in fear while he assaulted them, their 
character, their king, and their God.   
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David, the youngest of Jesse's sons, got sent by his dad to the war front saying, “Look, 
take this bread and this cheese and these other supplies and go out and see how your 
brothers are doing.” So David goes out.  He's a young boy, the youngest of the lot.  
When he gets out there, you remember the story. He hears Goliath come out and give 
this charge.  

He goes to King Saul and he says, “Why hasn’t anyone gone out to get this windbag?” 
In 1 Samuel 17 verse 32 David said to Saul: 

Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight 
him. 

Saul replied, “You’re not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him;  
you're only a boy.  He’s been fighting men from his youth. 
34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. 
When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after 
it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized 
it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the 
bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has 
defied the armies of the living God.  

Did you hear that? “I fear God. Don’t you? I didn’t do the thing with the bear and the 
lion, God did. If he can do it with them, he can do it with him.” 

37 The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear 
will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” 

Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.” 

There wasn’t a guy in the camp who expected David to come back. Here goes this boy 
with five stones, a slingshot, and God. Goliath couldn't believe what he was seeing.  

“Am I a dog, that you come at me with a stick?” And he cursed David by his 
gods. 44 “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds of the air and 
the beasts of the field! ” 

David sticks a rock in his sling and says to the Philistine: 

You come against me with sword and spear and javelin. 

David was not in denial. 

But I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty. 

Jehovah-Jireh, the Omnipotent One, El Shaddai, the God who provides, the God who is 
almighty. 

The God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will 
hand you over to me, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I’ll 
give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of 
the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those 
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gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for 
the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands. 

And you know the results. Goliath came out full of himself with a big head and he left 
with nothing including the loss of his head, because David knew that God was his 
protector. It’s why he wrote in verse 15: 

15 The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,  
and his ears are attentive to their cry; 
16 the face of the Lord is against those who do evil,  
to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
17 The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; 
he delivers them from all their troubles. 
18 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted  
and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 

God is our protector. People, that doesn't mean we won't have troubles. David said, 
“We have troubles; God delivers us.” It’s the same thing Paul talked about in 2 Timothy 
4:18 when he said: 

The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his 
heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

He was facing his own execution. That was the last letter he would ever write that we 
know of. People who fear the Lord, know that God is their protector, so they know that 
we may die in this circumstance, but no harm will come to us because God will see me 
through.  Amazing.  

He also knew that God was the provider. Verse 9: 
9 Fear the Lord, you his saints, 
for those who fear him lack nothing.  
10 The lions may grow weak and hungry, 
but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.  
 

People, why do we worry? We worry because we believe that we need things that will 
not be provided. Did any of you wake up this morning worried that the sun would not 
rise? Did any of you lose sleep last night that that you may face this day and have no air 
to breathe or water to drink or food to eat or clothes to wear or a place to lay your head 
tonight? Probably not.  You know why? Because God supplies all those things so 
faithfully that most of the time we don't even think about them. So God says, “Why do 
we worry about anything else?”  We worry because they don't believe God will 
provide what we need.   

Jesus addressed it in Matthew 6 verse 25 in the Sermon on the Mount.  He says: 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they don’t 
sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
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them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your life?  

He goes on to say: 
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? The lilies are clothed. They don’t 
labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was 
dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, 
which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much 
more clothe you—Oh you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What 
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the 
pagans run after all these things. 

Why do they run after them? Because they don’t have the fear of God. They think they 
have to provide it for themselves. 

But your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well. 34  

It’s one of the many reasons I don't play the lottery. Do you realize what that says to 
God? “Lord, I don't believe the way you’re providing for me right now is adequate, so if I 
do this, I’ll have financial security if I should win.”  So my financial security is in money 
not in God. You see that? I don’t ever want to say that to God because you well know, 
people who win those lotteries end up with more worries and more financial ruin.  Many 
of them have said, “If I had known what this created, I never would've bought a ticket.” 
That’s the side you rarely ever hear. Financial security, any security, is not found in 
things it’s found in God. 

Look at the difference in the lives of those who fear God.  Verse 5: 

Those who look to him are radiant; their faces are never covered with shame.  

Verse 7: 

The angel of the Lord in cancer on those who fear him, and he delivers them.   

Verse 8: 

Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 

Blessing, Intimacy.   

Verse 17: 

The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; he delivers them from all their 
troubles. 18 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are 
crushed in spirit. 

The fear God and his presence helps you live a more wholesome, fulfilled, and purified 
life.  David got his eyes off the Lord once. He fell into murder and adultery. It’s 
interesting in Psalm 51; it’s how he got his eyes back on God and to fear God. Guess 
what? God began to heal and redirect his life the way it was designed to be. The fear of 
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God and the knowledge of his presence can change your choices to become more 
righteous ones.  Not only for you, but it will benefit everyone who glorifies God. 

Does the fear of the Lord really transform society? In San Jose Dos Campos in Brazil 
there is a prison there called Humaita. You may have heard of it. Chuck Colson made it 
famous when he brought it to light through his prison fellowship. It was one of the most 
notorious prisons in the world so that the government didn’t want to send people in 
there. It was a place of torture, extreme violence, one of the worst in the world. 

A couple of Christian men in the late 70s asked the Brazilian government for permission 
to go in and run that prison on Christian principles, to teach the inmates the fear of the 
Lord. Well, to make a long story short, Chuck Colson reported before he died, in 
Christianity Today, today the prison has only two full-time staff. Two full-time guards. 
The rest of the work is done by inmates. Every prisoner is assigned another inmate to 
whom he is accountable.  He is assigned a volunteer family from the outside that works 
with him during his term and after his release. Every prisoner joins a chapel program or 
else takes a course in character development. Colson said: 

When I visited Humaita I saw clean living areas.  I saw people working 
industriously. The walls were decorated with biblical sayings from Psalms and 
Proverbs.   

Humaita has an astonishing record. It's recidivism, or repeat rate, is 4% compared to 
75% in the prisons in America. He said: 

I saw the answer when my inmate guide escorted me to the notorious 
punishment cell once used for torture. He told me that that block house houses 
only a single inmate. When he opened the door I saw a cross with Jesus hanging 
on it. My inmate guy said, “He is the one who does all the hard time.  Now, we 
live for him.”   

Does the fear of the Lord really change people? You bet your life it does. That’s why 
today in Humaita prison you can walk around in there amongst some of Brazil's most 
formally notorious criminals and feel safer than you will in many streets of America. The 
fear the Lord that teaches us our purpose is to glorify him.  It teaches us that there is a 
power in his presence as protector, provider, and purifier. That’s why David said: 

Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

Father, it's the greatest gift. It is essential to life. I pray that in all our pursuits we will in 
no way forget the fear of the Lord. We will know it.  We will teach it to our children, and 
we will live to honor you in your rightful place as we learn to fulfill our purpose and being 
disciples who impact the world.  You can change any one of us.  You can change us all. 
You can change our nation and our world. Teach us the fear of the Lord.  And we'll 
thank you.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


