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September 9, 2012 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

A Disciple is a Worshipper  
of God 

 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to the book of 
2 Thessalonians Chapter 1. We went through a series in 1 and 2 Thessalonians about 
staying strong and living ready. Now, I'm coming back to Chapter 1 to look specifically 
at a portion of Scripture that Paul wrote to a suffering church that was being faithful and 
staying strong because it fits into our purpose to glorify God by making disciples who 
will impact every area of the world for Christ. And also if a purpose is to be realized, it 
has to fit into a process. We believe that disciples are best made when they worship, 
grow, and serve in the context of Christian community.  

We’ve been learning together about what disciples really are because Jesus called us 
to make disciples. He's calling us to be disciples. As we’ve been learning, disciples are 
reproducing followers of Jesus. There's no concept in the Old or New Testament of a 
person who was willing simply to be a follower of God or of Christ, but that they would 
allow their lives to be used by God to actually see his life reproduced in the lives of 
others, and ultimately that that message of salvation and forgiveness and the call to 
come to Jesus would spread over the whole world. That's why our purpose is about 
impacting every area of the world for Christ.  

Well, in 2 Thessalonians Chapter 1, Paul begins to focus in on the fact that disciples are 
to be worshipers of God. They are to live to glorify him in everything they do, not just in 
their gatherings on Sunday, but all the time, even in the face of tremendous 
persecution. This is the way Paul writes this opening part of 2 Thessalonians 1 to this 
church that was staying strong for Jesus in the midst of tremendous adversity: 

Paul, Silas and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
2 Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly so, because your 
faith is growing more and more, and the love every one of you has for each other 
is increasing. 4 Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your 
perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring. 
5 All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be 
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. 6 God is just: 
He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you who are 
troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed 
from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8 He will punish those who 
do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be 
punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord  
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and from the majesty of his power 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his 
holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This 
includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. 
11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you 
worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of 
yours and every act prompted by your faith. 12 We pray this so that the name of 
our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of 
our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Father, disciples are what you are about making. You’ve called all of us to be a part of 
this disciple-making process, to become reproducing followers of Jesus. First and 
foremost, as disciples, we are to live our lives as worshipers of God to glorify you even 
in the midst of hardship. So today, Lord, as we listen to what you have to say, help us to 
learn to apply it in every situation no matter what we’re facing and to see that we are 
called to glorify you and to worship you even in the face of adversity. We thank you, 
God, for that. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

Chuck Swindoll, who was formerly the pastor at the Evangelical Free Church in 
Fullerton, who has been the president of Dallas Seminary, and has written a whole host 
of books, was once writing about a time when he was nine years old, something that he 
saw his dad do that made an indelible impression upon his life. He said: 

Back in World War II my dad was part of a Machinists Union. That Union had 
called for a strike even during the midst of World War II. My father's patriotism 
and love for his family was greater than his loyalty to the Union. I remember him 
driving our 41 Ford home with broken windshields and eggs running down the 
side because he was willing to be called a scab for his convictions. It left an 
impression on me and my sister and older brother. We learned there are times 
it's important enough to stand alone even when friends don't understand, even 
when coworkers disagree.  

Chuck Swindoll was not writing this to be a statement for or against unions. That wasn't 
the point. What he was saying was there are times when things we value are so obvious 
that they make indelible impressions upon people because we see clearly what's 
important in their lives. All those years later, Chuck Swindoll said, “I can still remember 
as a nine-year-old boy living with a sincere understanding that my father held love of 
country and love of family above everything else.” It's a conviction that made an 
indelible impression upon his life.  

You know, what we value what truly is important to us shows by the way we live, 
especially in the face of adversity. The decisions we make, the actions we take, the 
sacrifices we are willing to offer clearly show what someone or something is worth to us. 
In the midst of that demonstration of our devotion and value to a certain someone or 
something, when that someone or something has an ultimate place -- in other words, 
they become more valuable to us than anything else -- we have a word to describe that. 
It’s a word called “worship.” Worship is the expression of ultimate worth. When it comes 
to being a disciple, disciples are to be worshipers of God.  
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It's more than just raising hands, singing songs, or kneeling in prayer. There is a 
worship that God seeks beyond the worship service. It's a life response that flows out of 
our very being. This kind of worship is a life response that shows that God is more 
precious to me than anyone or anything.  

I remember when I was single and praying about who I might someday marry. I began 
to think that the quality I wanted to see most in another person is that they love God 
more than they love me. I don't want anyone but Jesus to have first place in anyone's 
life because that's the way we’re designed to live.  

It’s the truth that Jesus was explaining to a woman he met at a well in a Samaritan 
village. You remember in John Chapter 4. He’s traveling from Jerusalem and Judea 
north to Galilee and he goes through Samaria, a thing that devout Jews would never do. 
But Jesus had an appointment with a woman by a well, you remember? Not only was  
she despised because she was a Samaritan, she was despised by her own village 
because of her immoral reputation.  

She meets Jesus at the well at noon, and they begin a discussion about living water that 
would flow from him and never cease to satisfy her deepest spiritual longings. He invites 
her to call her husband and then confronts her with the fact she doesn’t have a 
husband. In fact, she's living with a guy and has had five husbands prior to this. Her 
reputation is well known. She says, “Lord, I perceive that you are a prophet.” She 
immediately changes the subject, you remember in John Chapter 4. We don't know if 
she was trying to get an answer to a long-held question or whether she was trying to 
divert attention away from her obviously immoral life. But she asked Jesus about 
worship of all things. She wanted him to solve the age-old dilemma, an age-old debate 
between the Samaritans and the Jews. “Should worship happen, as they say amongst 
the Samaritans, here at Mount Gerizim, or should worship happen at Solomon's Temple 
in Jerusalem? Where is worship supposed to really happen according to you? You're a 
prophet. Tell us. Solve the issue.” 

Jesus’ answer was not about place or worship styles or types of music. It was about the 
kind of worshipper the Father was seeking. In John 4 verse 21, Jesus declared: 

Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what 
you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the 
Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of 
worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must 
worship him in spirit and in truth. 

“God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” “God is 
spirit” is one of the four descriptive terms in the New Testament for God. You 
remember, God is life, God is love, God is a consuming fire? Well, here Jesus says, 
“God is spirit,” and there is to be a spiritual element to our worship, a connection with 
God that goes beyond where or a place or a music style or any of those things. They 
must worship in spirit and in truth.  

In spirit, not just words or thoughts or mere emotion but with our whole self, our whole 
heart, our whole inner being, all that connects us with God is to be involved in this 
worship.  
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We are to do it in truth, not hypocrisy or falseness or deception. No pretending or deal 
making or wrong motives. In truth, we are to have a real expression of God's person, 
God's word, God's ultimate worth demonstrated daily by the way we live. In other words, 
this worship is being truly spiritually alive and in daily connection with God and the life 
he offers from the one who is the truth and is at the center and focus of everything that 
we do. That's what Jesus was telling her. Then he said, “These are the kind of 
worshipers the Father is looking for. In fact, he’s seeking them.”  

That's why we find the apostle Paul writing as he did to the believers in the church at 
Thessalonica. Because apart from everything they were facing, apart from all of their 
faithfulness and their perseverance, Paul said, “I’m gonna pray for you. I’m gonna pray 
for you that the things you’re engaged in, the adversity that you're facing, the 
persecution you’re enduring, and the faithfulness you’re exhibiting will glorify God, that 
you will be able to worship God as he is seeking among you right at this moment. And 
that that worship will be seen as you express the ultimate worth of God in your lives.” 

In these opening verses of 2 Thessalonians 1, Paul reveals his prayer for these 
disciples. He tells them, “You’re living right and faithful even in the face of intense 
persecution and opposition. God is just. He’ll pay back trouble to those who trouble you. 
This will happen when Jesus comes to be glorified in his holy people, but in the 
meantime, with this in mind, we constantly pray for you, and we pray this so that the 
name of the Lord Jesus may be glorified in you and you in him. That through your lives 
God will be worshiped in a way that all will see that he is of ultimate importance in your 
life because disciples are people called to be worshipers of God.” 

What would this life of worship consist of? Well, the very same things he prays for these 
Thessalonians - that we would live to be counted worthy of God's calling and that we 
would be demonstrating worship when we would live to be filled with God's power. A 
disciple worships God when he lives to be counted worthy of God's calling. Here's how 
Paul put in verse 11: 

With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy 
of his calling 

Sometimes there is a disconnect between what we say and what we do that creates 
confusion not worship. I was reading a story about a radio announcer at KLOS in Los 
Angeles who about 30 minutes after a major earthquake made these conflicting 
statements: 

The telephone company is urging people to please not use the telephone unless 
it's absolutely necessary in order to keep the lines open for emergency 
personnel. We’ll be right back after this break to give away a pair of Phil Collins 
concert tickets to caller number 95. 

I'm sure it was an innocent mistake, but when actions don't match the words there is a 
conflict in the mind of the hearer. So which do I believe? Which message do I adopt? 
Do I do what the announcement said or do I do what the guy told me to do? It often can 
lead to a rejection of both the message and the desire to obey it.  
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Worshipers of God demonstrate their devotion through lives that match their profession. 
There is not a breakdown between what they profess to be and how they live. People, 
none of us is perfect, least of all me, but there is a desire in our lives that if we profess 
to be followers of Jesus there is a desire in our lives that our lives would match what we 
profess that I'm really a follower of him. It's an act of worship.  

That's what Paul was praying for these Thessalonian believers to do: 

With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy 
of his calling 

The word “worthy” means “weight” or “substance.” “God has called you to be one of his, 
now live the substance of it” is what he’s praying for them. It’s the same thing Paul 
prayed for the Ephesian believers in Ephesians Chapter 4 verse 1 when he said, “As a 
prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have 
received.” 

I've shared with you before that that phrase “live a life worthy” is the idea of “bring up 
the balance of the beam” (Indicating with outstretched arms the two ends of a scale.) In 
other words, you profess to be a follower of Jesus, so now bring your life up to match 
your profession so there will be no conflict in the minds of the hearers and God will be 
glorified. You profess to be a Christian.  

By the way, the name “Christian” was bestowed upon the early believers as a put down. 
It was to shame them or to make fun of them. The name Christian means “Little Christ.” 
People saw how these people lived, and they began calling them “Little Christ,” “Little 
Christ, “Little Christ.” Well, it became a mark of honor. To think that they would call us “a 
little Jesus.” That's how they were living. It’s what it means to be a Christian.  

That's why John, who would later write in 1 John 2 verse 6, “Whoever claims to live in 
him, must walk as Jesus did.”  

What's significant about this, as Paul says, “He constantly prays not just that we would 
live worthy of that, but that God would count us worthy of this.” 

With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy 
of his calling. 

In other words, Paul said, “I'm praying not that just you would glorify God but that God 
would see your life and count it as one of those whose weight or substance is being 
lived out fulfilling the calling to be like him. In other words, it's not just that others will see 
that you are living to glorify God and he is of ultimate worth, but God will see it and 
count you among those who are glorifying and worshiping him. Paul said, “I'm praying 
that God will see that in you.” Wow. It's the weighty substance of a life that’s really lived 
for God. That life that is lived for God is worthy to be called a life of worship.  

Some day when our lives of worship are finished here, it’s not surprising that we’re 
gonna be living a life of worship with him forever and ever and ever. In fact, the picture 
you find in the New Testament is this: We live with God in ultimate worth in our lives 
right now in everything we do demonstrating that, and when we transfer out of this place 
in the next one, it's an unbroken chain of just increasing worship that goes on forever 
and ever and ever. Verse 12: 
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We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you 
in him according the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

But not only living worthy of God's calling, but the disciple worships God when they live 
worthy to be filled with God's power. Verse 11: 

With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy 
of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours 
and every act prompted by your faith.  

When I was 12 years old my father gave me a 22 rifle and allowed me to go out with my 
friends all day with that rifle unsupervised. That’s a lot of power for a 12-year-old. He 
would have been crazy to give it to me. In fact in today's culture we think, “How in the 
world could a parent be responsible to give their child a gun at any age.” Where I grew 
up, the training to use a gun began when I was a little boy. When I was eight years old, 
my dad began to teach me that I wasn’t even to point a stick at a human being and 
pretend it was a gun because guns have power and guns can kill. You never point a 
gun at anything you don’t intend to shoot.  

My dad engrained that into us over a period of four years. I don't know what he was 
watching, but at a certain point he got to the place where he believed he could entrust 
me with that power, so he gave it to me. I never violated that trust. I went on to be able 
to use guns of ever-increasing power because I had demonstrated that I was willing to 
properly use the power I had been given. 

The greatest power human beings will ever know is the power of God in the person of 
the Holy Spirit. God is not in the business of releasing more and more of his power into 
lives that do not demonstrate that they are worthy to use it and will use it as God 
intends. Worshipers of God become people that God is pleased to release his power in, 
to show them more and more of himself and more and more what he can do through a 
life that's fully surrendered to him. 

You know, people want to be surrendered. I do. You do. But sometimes we hold things 
back. We make professions with our mouths that we don't really back up with our lives 
at times. I was reading about a peasant who was applying for admission into the 
Communist Party. When he appears before local party secretary to answer a group of 
questions as to his worthiness to become a communist, he said to him, “If you have two 
cats will you give one of them away?” 

“Yes, I will.” 

“If you have two tractors, will you give one away?” 

“Certainly.” 

“If you have two houses, would you give one away?” 

“Absolutely.” 

“If you have two cows, will you give one away? If you have two cows, will you give one 
away?” 

“No, I couldn’t do that.” 
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“Well, why on earth not?” 

“Because I have two cows.” 

Sometimes we are very good at making commitments to God to surrender things that 
we don't have or ever intend to have. The real measure of our surrender is when God 
says, “I want you to surrender your whole self to me.” Will we? The truth is, real 
worship begins when we lay down all we are and all that we have at the feet of Jesus, 
truly. It is in emptying of self so that we can be filled with him. 

That's what Paul was praying for these Thessalonians: 
11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you 
worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of 
yours and every act prompted by your faith. 

Paul said, “I'm praying that you will know his power working in you.” By God's power. 
We can't live this Christian life in our own strength. God has to do it. I can't do it. Neither 
can you. But when we surrender ourselves completely, God then begins to demonstrate 
how he can live his life out through us. 

That word “power” at the word “dunamis,” remember where we get our word 
“dynamite”? That's how explosively strong this power is. When God releases a power in 
a person's life, there is such a difference in the way they live that it’s like dynamite 
exploding. You can't hide the fact that dynamite’s power has been released. And when 
a person is really living for God, you cannot deny that it is God doing the work in them 
and not themselves. It's clear. It's obvious. It’s like dynamite.  

So Paul prayed for the Ephesian believers. You remember in Ephesians 3 verse 14:  

“For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name.”  

For what reason? Well, he’s been spending time talking about a Christian is a person 
who has the living Christ living in them, so there should be a difference in how they're 
living.  

For this reason I kneel before the Father. . . 
16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through 
his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have 
power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and 
deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—
that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

You see? Paul’s saying, “Look, I'm praying that God may fill you completely with 
himself. So when you’ve surrendered everything and demonstrated that you are living in 
this love, in fact you are rooted and established in it. When your faith is real and you're 
demonstrating surrender to God, he’s gonna fill you,” he's praying, “more and more and 
more with his power so that God's fullness will take over your life.” That's why he said in 
verse 20: 
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Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.  

 

“So be it, Lord. As we surrender ourselves completely you to demonstrate that we are 
living to be a worshiper of God that you are in the place of ultimate worth, then we pray, 
God, that you will release more and more of your power in us that we may see more of 
your work through our lives bringing more glory to your name,” is what he’s praying.  

How will that power be seen? In the lives that live for God's purposes with great faith.  

We pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by 
his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by 
your faith.  

“Every good purpose.” The power will accomplish in you every good purpose of God. 
Literally, every resolve for goodness is what he’s saying, moral goodness of which God 
is the ultimate expression. God is the God of all goodness. When people see you living 
for all moral goodness and the good of others, they will know that God is at work in you. 
We are living in an immoral world. We are living in a selfish world. When you live moral 
lives, good lives, living for God and for others, people see that and they will know that 
someone other than you is producing that.  

And that he may fulfill . . . every act prompted by your faith.  

It could read “deeds that your faith makes possible.” In other words, God will empower 
the faith that you have, making possible the very things he's put in your heart to do. 
When you really believe God and obey him, God can manifest his power through your 
faith that makes the deeds he wants done through you possible. 

The Lord's brother, James, reminded us in James 2 verse 26 that “faith without deeds is 
dead.” He would say, “What good does it do to say you believe in all these things, but 
there are no works to back it up? Show me your faith without works,” he said, “and I will 
show you faith by what I do. My faith will take action.” 

A professed faith that doesn't result in action for God is a dead faith. We can profess it 
all we want, but there's nothing to it. When people see morally good acts brought about 
by obedient trust in God, they will know God is working in you and God will be glorified. 
The promise is that one day Jesus is gonna come back and be glorified in the very 
works of his holy people. That’s what Paul was saying when he said in 2 Thessalonians 
1 verse 5: 

All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be 
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. 6 God is just: 
He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you who are 
troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed 
from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8 He will punish those who 
do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be 
punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord  
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and from the majesty of his power 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his 
holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This 
includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. 

Why were the Thessalonians living faithfully for God, enduring persecution, staying 
strong? Because they believed God. “Your faith is growing more and more,” Paul said. 
Faith that is seen in a worshipful surrender to God's person and to God's power. That's 
why Paul told the Roman believers that surrender to God was an act of worship. 
Romans 12 verse 1: 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as 
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will 
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

When you demonstrated by this faith you really believe and you’ve really surrendered 
everything, God can fill you with his power and begin producing the life that will 
accomplish every good work he desires to do. Our worship is to be seen by the way we 
live, the decisions we make that demonstrate that God is in the ultimate place of worth. 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon was one of the great preachers the 19th century. In fact, in 
London at the Baptist Tabernacle he had over 6,000 people coming every week for 
worship, which at the time was a global phenomenon. Charles Spurgeon had a friend of 
by the name of Dr. Newman Hall who at the time became distinguished for a book he 
wrote called Come to Jesus. When the book was published there was another preacher 
who published an article in which he ridiculed Hall and his book. Hall bore it patiently for 
a while, but when the article gain popularity Hall sat down and wrote a letter of protest. 

I came across this article in a book written by Chuck Swindoll where he was describing 
what happened next. Hall sat down and wrote this letter of protest full of retaliatory 
invectives that outdid anything in the article which attack him. Before mailing the letter 
Hall took it Spurgeon for his opinion. Spurgeon read it carefully, then handing him back 
asserted it was excellent and that the writer of the article deserved it all, every word, 
“But,” he added, “it just lacks one thing.” 

“What's that?” Hall said. 

“Underneath your signature you need to just put, “Author of Come to Jesus.”  

Paul realized his letter was in total contradiction of everything he had written about 
being a worshiper of God. Because God was of ultimate worth to him, he tore the letter 
up and never sent it. Tearing up that letter was an act of worship. It was demonstrating 
that God and his reputation was more important to him than even getting even when 
even getting even was well deserved. 

People, the worship of God is seen in our everyday decisions that revealed that God is 
truly worth more to us than all else. It's a worship that ought to be seen in the vibrancy 
of our singing, in our praise, in our prayer, in our fellowship, but it also has to be seen in 
the everyday routines, the everyday relationships, and the everyday decisions we make 
to honor God and to glorify him above everything else.  
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Paul said, “So important is this that I'm gonna be praying for you with this in mind, that 
you will live to be counted worthy of his calling and that you will live to be counted 
worthy of being filled with his power so that every good purpose and every good act 
prompted by your faith will be fulfilled by God. We pray this so that the name of our Lord 
Jesus may be glorified in you and you in him, according the grace of our God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

When you have disciples like this living like that to be worshipers with God in the place 
of ultimate worth in all of their lives, all their decisions, and all that they do, and then you 
bring that body together anywhere, like a Sunday morning, their worship cannot be 
constrained because God is in the midst of them. Being a worshiper of God all week is 
the key to God manifesting his presence when we gather together to worship him in a 
place like this. Because when worshipers come together to declare God's worth, he's 
right here in their midst because Jesus said, “My Father is looking for worshipers 
just like that.” I want be one of those. I think most of you do too. 

Father, I want to thank you for the challenge of this. This is not marginal Christianity. 
This is living it out day by day in little decisions that demonstrate your ultimate worth, 
being counted worthy of this calling to be a little Christ, living worthy to be filled with the 
power of God that can be released in those who are fully surrendered to your purpose 
and to your plan. Thank you, God, that in our church right here at Golden Hills there are 
so many who are true worshipers. May you be pleased to meet us here each and every 
time we gather and in every place where your disciples are true worshipers and we'll 
thank you. In your precious name, Amen. 

 


