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September 16, 2012 
Hebrews 10:19-25 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

A Disciple is Connected in 
Christian Community 

 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn me if you would to Hebrews 
Chapter 10. We’re gonna be looking today at how it's important that disciples are 
connected to Christian community.  

We are in a process, a series of messages together, learning what it means to be a 
disciple, learning about our purpose of the process for making disciples. The purpose of 
our church is clear. We are here to glorify God by making disciples, reproducing 
followers of Jesus, who will impact every area of the world for Christ. We do that in a 
process where we believe disciples are best made when they worship, grow, and serve 
in the context of Christian community. 

Today in Hebrews 10 we’re gonna be learning how the writer of Hebrews was calling a 
group of primarily Jewish believers to hang in and stay strong, to know that together 
they could be stronger than any one of them alone, and they needed to be connected 
together in a Christian community, a body of believers that would impact the world and 
help them to grow.  

In Hebrews Chapter 10 after nine chapters of sharing with us how Christ is the better 
way, he says in verse 19: 

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by 
the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, 
that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let 
us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies 
washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 
he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another 
on toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord, with every passing day we’re getting closer to the consummation, to the time of 
your coming and your arrival. We never know if we’re living in those final days, but we 
do sense, God, that your approach is near. We need to be vitally connected to you and 
to each other. There is no exception in this. So I'm praying today, God, you will help us 
to see how as disciples we can grow and make other disciples as we are vitally 
connected in the context of Christian community. And we'll thank you, God. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.  

Growing up in rural New England you learn the importance of community. I grew up in a 
big farmhouse that was built in 1758. It was converted at one point into four apartments. 
My mom and dad lived with me in one, their best friends lived across the way in the 
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other unit. My aunt and uncle lived with her family in the one down the way, and my 
grandfather lived upstairs. Early on I learned about community. In fact my mom told me 
that when I was about five years old I would get up and wander out the front door. She 
would never even worry. She knew I was going door-to-door knocking on all these 
doors telling them I was hungry. She said, “You’d get four or five breakfasts every single 
day just wandering around. I never worried about where you were.”  

As I got older, that community widened to include just about everybody in town. Can 
you imagine? At eight years old I'm going off alone delivering papers or doing other 
things in a whole community, but my mom never worried about where I was because I 
knew almost everybody in town. If I had a need I knew there would be a door opened to 
me. There is great security living in community. 

How different things are in our urban and suburban lives today. Have you ever noticed 
people move in and the first thing they do is build a fence if there isn’t one already 
there?  Most people couldn't name their neighbors much less say that they knew 
everyone in the neighborhood. Privacy and protection has replaced knowing and 
connection in most of our lives. That loss of connection to community has even affected 
our sense of need to be connected to one another in the body of Christ.  

The church was always intended to be God's people vitally connected together in 
Christian community. It's a community in which disciples are made as they worship and 
grow and serve together. That's what God intended. The essence of any community is 
belonging, and the essence of Christian community is people belonging to each other 
because they are all aware that they belong to Christ. They connect as his body to 
glorify him and make disciples who will impact the world. That's why people who are 
real disciples, who really understand what the church and the community is about, 
never say, “I'm just going to church.”  They realize “I am the church, and I'm connected 
to everyone else who is the church.”  We are the body of Christ.  

That's what Paul was talking about when he wrote to the Corinthian church in 
1 Corinthians 12 when he said in verse 12: 

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts 
are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by 
one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were 
all given the one Spirit to drink. 

He said in verse 27: 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  

You see that? The body is a unit connected together in its various parts and living and 
functioning as a unit, a body. It's especially important for any believer to remember that 
this vital connection to the body is not just to benefit the body, but it is also a place 
where we worship, grow, and serve and become the disciples, the reproducing followers 
of Jesus that he calls us to be. That's why in this section of Hebrews it's so important 
that we see it as a warning, an admonition, an exhortation not to isolate, as so many are 
in the habit of doing, but to stay vitally connected. 
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As I mentioned before, this book was written primarily to Jewish believers who were 
going through terrible times of persecution for their faith. Many were beginning to 
wonder if they should maybe cut it back a bit, or tone it down, or not be so vitally 
connected and so obviously part of a Christian community. The theme of Hebrews is 
where this writer says that Christ is the better way. He’s better than angels, better than 
Moses, better than the law, better than anything, so why would you forsake Christ and 
his body?  You can't. You belong to it. So stay strong, stay together, and don't give up. 
Stay connected, worship, grow, and serve together in this community.  

That's why the writer said in verse 25, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see 
the Day approaching.” Jesus calls his disciples to be connected together in Christian 
community.  

Why is this connection so important? Well, the writer tells us that it helps us to draw 
near to God - that's worship. And it helps us to hold on to our hope - that's where we 
grow, staying connected in that hope who is Christ and to help us spur one another on 
in acts of faithfulness and in service. Staying connected in Christian community helps us 
draw near to God. Here’s how he put it in verse 19: 

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by 
the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, 
that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let 
us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies 
washed with pure water.  

I've mentioned in the past that I was a Boy Scout growing up. I thank God really for the 
things that were instilled in me, so when I got older I became a scout leader. We would 
take groups of boys out into the wilderness, out into the woods, and we would teach 
them basic survival skills. Obviously, if you are gonna teach basic survival skills you 
have to teach fire building. When you teach fire building you have to teach them how to 
start a fire without matches. You have to find things naturally out in the woods to be able 
to build a fire with. It’s a great sense of security for them. 

One of the things you teach when they build a fire is not only how to get the spark into 
some tinder to get it going but you teach them how to actually build a fire that will burn 
all night, especially if they're camping in the winter. One of the things you teach them is 
make sure that you have stacked enough wood that no log will ever fall off or be alone, 
because if any log is removed from the fire the fire immediately goes out. You need the 
heat of the other logs to keep the entire fire burning. 

Christians are just like that. They need the heat of the fellowship and the devotion of 
other believers to help them to stay vitally strong as they serve together as a body. 
Satan knows that if he can isolate a believer, get them discouraged or angry at the 
church, or they don't care, or they don't need me, or a host of other lies that he sows 
into our head -- he knows that if he can get you isolated he can put the fire of Christ out 
in your life. It happens all the time.  

That's why the writer of Hebrews exhorted his fellow believers, “Let us not give up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  
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He mentions three requirements for drawing near to God, each of which is cultivated in 
Christian community. He said, “First of all you draw near to God with a sincere heart in 
full assurance of faith, no duplicity, the real deal, an undivided heart who lives each day 
in assurance that Jesus is all he really claimed to be.  

You know it's easy to be self-deceived if we don't have others around us watching how 
we live, testing the sincerity of our devotion to Christ, and whether or not we are really 
believing him and obeying him. When others see our faith and affirm its reality in our 
lives, it helps us to have the assurance that we are the real deal, that we are drawing 
near to God in a sincerity of heart and a sincerity of faith.  

He also said that it would help us to have our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a 
guilty conscience. The thing that draws us closer to God and one another is the 
acceptance of the cleansing of sin that we have received and the cleansing of an evil 
conscience by the blood of Christ. We are blood-bought people.  

Do you realize today that if you are saved and I am saved, I'm closer to you than my 
own family that doesn't know the Lord? We are blood-bought people saved by an act of 
incredible grace. We are reminding each other constantly that Jesus died to cleanse us 
from this sin. How can we ever return to it? It helps us to walk with him in holiness and 
we have our bodies washed with pure water.  

I love this part. Most think this refers to Christian baptism, which doesn't save you but is 
an outward demonstration of allegiance and obedience to Christ. You cannot be a 
disciple, a true disciple without being baptized. It’s the thing that Christ has asked us to 
do to identify ourselves publicly with him. This afternoon 11 people are following the 
Lord in baptism. They are gonna stand in that water and testify that just like everyone 
else who has come before them who has trusted in Jesus, they are saved and cleansed 
by his blood, and now they're standing having their bodies washed not of sin but in 
identification of who Jesus Christ really is. 

You see, this oneness with God and one another, this drawing near to God in Christian 
community is exactly what Jesus prayed for. Do you remember in the upper room the 
night before he went to the cross? In John 17 he prayed for the unity of all of us. 
John 17 verse 20: 

My prayer is not for them alone.  

Not just for the twelve. 

I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all 
of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have 
given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 
23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the 
world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved 
me. 

Jesus said, “Father, I'm gonna be in them and we’re gonna be in you.” That's as 
close to God as you can draw knowing that he lives in you. And Jesus prays that out of 
this sense of closeness to God will come a closeness to one another that will never be 
broken as a testimony to the world that we have something different than the world has.  
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That was one of the testimonies that made the early church example so powerful. You 
remember in Acts Chapter 2 verse 42? The world had never seen anything like this. 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread, and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous 
signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people, and the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved - disciples making disciples as they draw near to God, gathering together 
for the praise of his glory. “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit 
of doing, let us draw near to God.” Drawing near to God, knowing him and his ultimate 
worth at the heart of our worship, and that we worship as disciples together in the 
context of Christian community.  

Not only that we draw near to God, but staying connected in Christian community helps 
us to hold on to our hope. Here’s the way the writer put it in verse 23, “Let us hold 
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.” 

A couple of weeks ago, I was telling you about the tug-of-war experience at Hume Lake 
Christian camp with the teams and how important it was for everybody to have their 
hand on the rope and be pulling. Well, they have a twist in the tug-of-war. I don’t know if 
you've ever seen it, but it's a four-way tug-of-war. There's not two ropes coming in, 
there’s four, and there is a ring in the middle to which these ropes are attached and 
there’s four teams, everyone pulling in their own direction.  

While it’s important to have everybody with their hand on the rope in a four-way tug-of-
war, we also learned this: It’s very, very important to have a very big, well-grounded 
person as an anchor on the end of your team’s rope because it's harder for those other 
three to pull when you can barely move this guy, so when you’re with middle schoolers 
you find the biggest one you can. But this four-way tug-of-war is something to watch. 
Everybody pulling in the same direction, and for the longest time there is no direction 
discernible. The circle barely moves until people get tired and give up, and finally a 
team can win. Everybody’s pulling in their own direction. 

You know, it's no different in Christian life. Churches, if we're not careful, can become 
like a four-way tug-of-war where everybody's pulling in their own direction. Then we 
discover that there's all kinds of things pulling on us in every direction to steal our 
devotion to Jesus. Far too many people today who come to Christ are being pulled 
away and letting go of Jesus and the hope that he alone can give. You cannot lose your 
salvation, but you can be pulled away from becoming the disciple God wants you to be.  

The people addressed in the book of Hebrews were in this same danger. So the writer 
of Hebrews exhorts his fellow believers to hold onto Jesus and the hope he offers 
unswervingly. That's why it said in verse 23, “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for he who promised is faithful.” That word “hold on” is the word “seize.” You 
get the idea. It's there and you grab it with the idea that you are not gonna let it go. He 
added to that, “You seize it unswervingly, without bending, without yielding.” In other 
words, nothing in heaven or on earth or under the earth is gonna get you to let go of  
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Jesus and the connection you have to his body the church. You don't bend to the 
world's ways. You don't yield to fear. You don't let go in discouragement. You hold on to 
your hope. Our hope is only as strong as the object of our hope. That's why there is no 
hope stronger than the hope we have in Jesus Christ himself.  

That's why earlier, the writer of Hebrews reminded these believers that their hope is 
secure because it's rooted in God and in his promises. Verse 23, “He who promised is 
faithful.” “He who promised is faithful.” God's promises are not like man’s promises. 
People make promises to us, and we make them sign a document. Then we don't trust 
them, so we read the small print and have it endorsed and notarized because nobody's 
word is any good.  

I did a wedding yesterday and reminded this couple who took a vow in front of me and 
in front of God and all those guests. This vow must be maintained because your word, 
your promise is given. That's why the writer of Hebrews said in Hebrews 6 verse 16,  
“Men swear by someone greater than himself, and the oath confirms what is said and 
puts an end to all argument.”  

When men swear on something they say, “I swear on the Bible. I swear on my mother's 
grave,” or they pick something that is greater than them to lend some credibility to 
what? “My word’s no good, so I’m swearing on something that is.” Well, look at Hebrews 
6:17: 

Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to 
the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 18 God did this so 
that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who 
have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. 

How can we have a hope? Because God has given us two things to assure us that that 
hope we have that we hold onto unswervingly is rock solid - two unchangeable things. 
What are they? God's person and God's word. God will never change. He’s the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. His word is eternal. Our hope is secure in God's person 
and in God's word that never changes.  

That's why it’s said in Hebrews 6 verse 19, “We have this hope as an anchor for the 
soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain,” the sanctuary in 
heaven where Jesus is seated, this hope that we have anchors into him, and those who 
trust in the Lord will never be disappointed.  

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing.  

We are anchored to Christ and to one another. 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess. 

A hope that helps us grow and be strengthened as we hold on to Christ and each other 
for the praise of his glory. And not only to draw near to God and hold onto our hope, but 
staying connected in Christian community helps us spur one another on. Verse 24: 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds.  
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I'm not much of a horseman. In fact I've only ridden a horse a few times, and I don't 
think being on a little pony connected to the stick that goes around in a circle exactly 
qualifies as horse riding, but I have a couple of times taken a horse out on a ride. I don't 
do it much because my experience wasn't that good. In fact, I signed up once when I 
was living in Seattle. I went out to Issaquah, Washington where they had a riding stable.  

I paid my fee for the day because I wanted to go horseback riding – trail riding. It 
sounded adventurous. I had my little Roy Rogers fix or whatever. Anyway, I got on this 
horse, all saddled up. They give you the instructions. I’m sitting on this thing thrilled to 
be able to take off behind our trail leader. My horse was a little less than enthusiastic 
about going out on another trail ride. I was pumped, but my horse wasn’t. You had to 
kick the horse in the ribs, and he would plod along. Not exactly what I was expecting. 
Every chance he got he would stop. I noticed that every time he stopped, he would turn 
around and head back towards the barn. I had to grab him and yank his head around, 
and he would just stand there. If I let go he would turn around and head back to the 
barn again, so I had to yank his head around. They said, “Just stick him in the ribs and 
spur him on.” That’s the word they used. So I kicked him in the ribs. I had to do that the 
whole way. I was exhausted. My horse was fine at the end of the thing, but left to his 
own device, that horse was gonna go his own way. That was very clear, so I had to 
keep spurring him on. 

You and I are a lot like horses. I am. I guess I shouldn't speak for you. But to be honest, 
left to my own choices sometimes, I want to go my own way. I want to go where I want 
to go, not necessarily where Jesus wants me to go. That’s why I need some other 
people around me once in a while who are traveling the same road with me, who care 
enough to come alongside and say, “You know, Larry, you may not want to go that way, 
but you are. You need to get back on the path. You’re strayed off.” At times we all need 
someone to spur us on, to keep us on the road with Jesus. That's one of the reasons 
Satan loves to isolate us, because if there's no one there to spur us on we’re very easy 
to mislead. In fact, all he has to do is give us opportunity and we’ll be heading back to 
the barn. 

Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 

“Let us consider.” “Let us look closely.” “Let us proceed clearly” is the word. “Let us 
understand fully how important it is that we spur and are spurred from time to time.” We 
need this. 

“Spur” means “irritation, provoked, caused to act.” Sometimes a horse needs to be 
kicked in the ribs to keep it going the right way. Sometimes we need to be spurred as 
well. It's also the idea of an irritation at times. We don't always like it when people do 
that in our lives. It’s like a rock in your shoe. Eventually, what? You stop and take 
action. We need those kinds of people in our lives. “We spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds.” We spur one another on. You see, it’s the whole idea of needing 
each other in the context of a Christian community.  

“We spur one another on toward love,” agape, the unconditional love for God and others 
that allows you to do the acts of love, even at times when you don't feel like doing them, 
and to spur us on to good deeds. “The works of God” is the word. That on our own we 
want to do what we want to do, but we need at times to be spurred on out of love for 
God to do the works of God.  
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We discovered in Ephesians 2:10 that we were created in Christ Jesus to do these good 
works - these good deeds. And we need to be spurred on to do them. That's why the 
writer of Hebrews said in verse 25, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in 
the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another —and all the more you see the Day 
approaching.  

I love that word “encourage.” It’s based in the same root as the Holy Spirit, the 
Paraclete, the one who comes alongside. We are to come alongside and urge others to 
keep going as they come alongside and urge us to keep going. It's prospective. It views 
the future, and the encouragement that we keep going and keep growing, serving God 
with all of our heart. It’s gonna get better and better and better until it culminates in 
being in his presence and that day is approaching. The value of community.  

When I was nine or ten years old I was home alone one day from school. I was not 
feeling well. My dad was at work. My brothers were at school. My mom had run out to 
do some errands at the store, and I was home alone. Our neighbor, Stevie, who was in 
his 60s was our landlord as well as our neighbor. I'd seen him earlier that morning 
through the window out working in the field.  

He came walking in. We had a very open neighbor policy. You didn’t even have to 
knock. We didn’t even hardly lock our doors. He just walked in. He didn’t look very 
good. He came in and he said, “Is your mom at home?” 

I said, “No, she's gone and I'm sick today too. I’m all alone.” 

Stevie said, “I’m gonna sit here and wait for your mom. So he sat down in a chair and 
he never got up.” I still remember him clutching his chest and wheezing. I didn't even 
know what was happening. I just knew he was in trouble, and I knew he needed help. 
So in my pajamas and my bare feet, I started running through the neighborhood 
because, you see, that's what you're do when you belong to a community and you’re in 
trouble, you run to people you know are gonna help. They came running back to the 
house with me, but it was too late. It was the first time I ever saw anyone die.  

You know, I still remember as a little boy feeling an overwhelming sense of peace and 
security because as I went through that traumatic event my mom was there. She had 
gotten back. Mary, the lady who worked in the office at the mill was there, because I 
had run to get her. Some of the workers who knew me at the mill had come to help. 
Dr. Markwald had shown up. The Shea family from the funeral home had showed up. 
Our neighbors started arriving. Here were all these people I knew. I was so alone and 
yet in a matter of moments I wasn’t. In fact I never was because there was a whole 
community there ready to respond because they knew me. 

Where is community like that found today? It’s supposed to be found in a church where 
people realize “I'm a part of something bigger than me. I'm to get connected there 
because I’m connected to Jesus,” the Christian community that helps me to draw near 
to God and worship, the Christian community that urges us to hold onto our hope and 
keep growing, a Christian community that spurs each other on to serve with love and 
good deeds - disciples who worship, grow, and serve in the context of Christian 
community. 
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You know, there’s a lot of great churches around. I feel really privileged to be a part of 
one of them. You know why the church is such a privilege to be a part of? It’s because 
Jesus is here and so are you. That means more to me than you could possibly imagine. 

Father, thank you today for this community called the church, as imperfect and flawed 
as we all are, it's your body. We are not to forsake our assembling together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but we are to encourage each other and all the more as we 
see the Day approaching -- as we see the Day approaching. Thank you, God. Would 
you help us, all of us, to make sure that we have made the effort to be connected to you 
and stay connected to each other. And we'll thank you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


