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November 11, 2012 
Jude 1-4 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

A Sacred Trust 
 
You know, Jude has been called the most neglected book in the New Testament, and 
it’s not without reason. It is a very hard-hitting book. It’s a hard book to read. It’s a hard 
book to preach. There are things in here that confront us about judgment, about Michael 
the archangel wrestling with the devil for the body of Moses. There’s quotes in there 
from books that aren’t our Bible, like the book of Enoch where godlessness was 
confronted in the early days of humanity. So many things about this book make it 
difficult to preach, but rarely has ever a book been more timely for a nation and a people 
than the book of Jude was for that first century church and for the church that is alive 
and well in America and around the world today.  

It’s a book about contending for the faith, because around the globe, and especially in 
our own country, our faith, our precious faith and our Christian values are being 
assaulted in more ways than you can imagine. What’s disconcerting about it is it isn’t 
just the attacks from without, you expect that, it’s the attack from within as more and 
more churches, more and more leaders in the name of Christ are espousing doctrines 
and lifestyles and supporting all kinds of things that are diametrically opposed to the 
Scriptures. 

Jude was written to help wake a church up to the need for true believers to stand strong 
and contend for the faith because our precious freedoms are eroding away. So, this 
book of Jude is one in which we are called to defend a sacred trust. That’s where Jude 
starts today in Jude 1: 

Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James, 

To those who have been called, who are loved by God the Father and kept by 
Jesus Christ: 

2 Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance. 

3 Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we 
share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for 
all entrusted to the saints. 4 For certain men whose condemnation was written 
about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who 
change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ 
our only Sovereign and Lord. 

5 Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord delivered 
his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the 
angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own  
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home—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for 
judgment on the great Day. 7 In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the 
surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion. 
They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire. 

8 In the very same way, these dreamers pollute their own bodies, reject authority 
and slander celestial beings. 9 But even the archangel Michael, when he was 
disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a 
slanderous accusation against him, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 Yet these 
men speak abusively against whatever they do not understand; and what things 
they do understand by instinct, like unreasoning animals—these are the very 
things that destroy them. 

11 Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into 
Balaam’s error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion. 

12 These men are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the 
slightest qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves. They are clouds without 
rain, blown along by the wind; autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice 
dead. 13 They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering 
stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever. 

14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: “See, the Lord is 
coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones 15 to judge everyone, 
and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the 
ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against 
him.” 16 These men are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own evil 
desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage. 

17 But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ 
foretold. 18 They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will 
follow their own ungodly desires.” 19 These are the men who divide you, who 
follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. 

20 But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in 
the Holy Spirit. 21 Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 

22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 snatch others from the fire and save them; to 
others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by 
corrupted flesh. 

24 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his 
glorious presence without fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Savior 
be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all 
ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 
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Father, this is a powerful book. Its neglect has cost the church dearly through the 
centuries, but I pray today as we come out of a series on what it really means to 
disciples who glorify God and who go out to impact all the world for Jesus that you will 
help us to understand the importance of being a true believer who contends for the faith 
and guards this sacred trust. We pray, God, that you will speak to us today. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.  

I was reading an article this last week that came from the Associated Press about 
something Scotland Yard did to help make art dealers around the world aware of the 
quality of forged art that is sweeping the world. The objective of this private exhibition 
was to send a warning to their select audience about the sale of forgeries, which some 
experts estimate make up to 40% of art sales around the world. “The sale of these 
fakes,” this article said, “can undermine the value of the genuine articles.” Listen to this: 

The forgeries of the exhibit were created with remarkable proficiency. Reliance 
on documentation alone won’t solve the problem because even that is often 
forged. Fiona Ford of the Association of Arts and Antiques Dealers said that the 
level of skill displayed by the forgers was terrifying. She added, “If every dealer 
saw this exhibition, it would further impress on them how careful they have to 
be.” 

Counterfeits abound, convincing frauds that deceive even art experts and certainly the 
unaware, forgeries that devalue the genuine and threaten the entire art industry. So 
groups like the Association of Arts and Antiques continually fights to expose the frauds 
and to guard the genuine. It’s no different in the assault that is coming upon the truth of 
Jesus Christ. Counterfeits abound, convincing frauds that deceive the unaware and that 
are devaluing the genuine.  

That’s why Jesus calls his true church to continually fight to expose the frauds and to 
guard the genuine. That’s especially important when the falsehood is coming from 
within the church itself. That’s why the Lord’s brother, Jude, wrote this timeless 
message to the churches. Jude called Christians everywhere to contend for the faith. 
He said in verse 3: 

Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we 
share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for 
all entrusted to the saints. 

Jude is a name short for Judah or Judas, a very popular name in the first century. This 
Jude is the brother of James, who was the leader of the Jerusalem church. He identifies 
himself as the brother of James and a servant of Jesus Christ. We know from the 
Scriptures and history that none of the brothers of Jesus believed in him until after the 
resurrection. Now, here’s Jude, an itinerant leader in the church, going around 
preaching to the churches the truth of the gospel and the body of truth that have been 
entrusted to the saints, now calling himself a servant of the very brother he once denied.   

Jude wanted to write a more general summary of the salvation we share, encouraging 
the churches and the truth of this salvation, but the immediacy of the threat of false 
teachers within the church made it urgent for him to write to call these people to 
“contend for the faith.” Everything was at stake. 



Page 4 of 12 

The word “contend” means “to struggle or to fight.” It’s the idea of wrestling with intense 
effort. It’s like a boxer or a wrestler who has to fight offensively and defensively in order 
to guard himself and to advance a winning effort. We are to fight defending the faith 
that’s been entrusted to us. 

This word “faith” in Jude means more than “the gospel” or just a simple slice of creeds 
that we believe. This word “faith” here refers to the whole body of revealed truth, all the 
truth that has been revealed to us in the Lord Jesus Christ. We are to contend for the 
whole body of absolute truth of the Christian faith that cannot be changed by time or 
culture or circumstance, the fundamental truths that are worth dying to defend because 
they are eternal. This body of truth was being assaulted by false teachers who at the 
time went by a name labeled Gnostics, in this case, Libertine Gnostics.  

Gnosticism was a heresy, a worldview that was invading the early church. It doesn’t 
take long for Satan to try to grab a hold of something as powerful as the gospel and 
begin to twist it so it loses its power. By the way, Gnostics of that same sort of abound 
today in the world and in the church. This Gnosticism came forth in Jude’s day in two 
forms. One was Ascetic Gnosticism. Basically, they taught that the physical world is evil; 
therefore, do not taste, do not handle, do not touch. It was a legalistic approach: All 
matter is bad, it’s evil. That’s why many Gnostics went on to teach that Jesus couldn’t 
possibly become God in the flesh because matter is evil and spirit is good, so how can 
God take on a body? So immediately the Gnostics were assaulting the very incarnation 
of Jesus Christ. 

Then there was a Libertine Gnosticism where the physical world doesn’t matter. It’s evil, 
but it doesn’t matter, so handle, taste, touch whatever you want. It was these Libertine 
Gnostics that were invading the church in Jude’s day. Libertine Gnosticism tends 
towards Nihilism, which is a philosophical view. Nihilism is the belief that body and soul 
of man are meaningless. What matters is spirit or the spiritual. So, since body and soul 
are meaningless, “A Christian,” they said, “could sleep around, commit adultery, engage 
in pornography, premarital sex, drunkenness, etc., etc., and they could still avow that 
they were spiritually connected to God and devoted to him because the physical part of 
man doesn’t matter. That’s what they taught.  

So a Libertine Nihilistic Gnostic sees no problem with proclaiming love for Jesus, going 
to church, teaching the Bible, even leading a church while living a moral lifestyle that’s 
in the gutter. Today, such Gnostics have no problem saying they love Jesus yet they 
support abortion, gay rights, homosexual marriage, immorality of all kinds, and a 
licentiousness and wickedness that is invading many, many people in the church. Yet 
they claim all the while that they are devoted to Jesus Christ.  

It was these Libertine Nihilistic Gnostics that were secretly slipping into the churches 
and assaulting the purity, the holiness, and the righteousness of Christ. The result was 
that immorality was spreading, the testimony of the church was being compromised, 
and the body of eternal truth entrusted to the saints was being lost. The result was that 
the outright denial of Jesus Christ was happening. People were claiming to follow Jesus 
but outright denying him, so Jude writes calling all true believers “to contend for the 
faith,” because what was happening in Jude’s day is very much alive in ours. 
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“True Christians in every generation,” Jude said, “are called to contend for the faith that 
has been entrusted to the saints.” And who are we to contend with? Jude said, “Godless 
people who change grace into license and godless people who deny the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” We are called to contend for the faith against godless people who change the 
grace of God into a license for immorality. Jude put it like this in verse 3: 

Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we 
share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for 
all entrusted to the saints. 4 For certain men whose condemnation was written 
about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who 
change the grace of our God into a license for immorality. 

I was reading a piece that came from a book written by Jeremy Lott called The 
American Gnostic. In it he tells about a time when Philip Yancey, noted author, wrote of 
a friend of his named Susan, a Christian, who told Yancey that her husband did not 
measure up and she was actively looking for other men to meet her needs for intimacy. 
When Susan mentioned that she rose early each day to spend an hour with the Father,  
Yancey said, “I asked, ‘In your meetings of the Father, do any moral issues come up 
that might influence this pending decision about leaving your husband?’”  

Susan bristled, “That sounds like the response of a white Anglo-Saxon male. The 
Father and I are into relationship not morality. Relationship means being wholly 
supportive and standing alongside me not judging.” 

Do you have any idea today in the church of Jesus Christ, especially in America, how 
many Christians would stand up and say “Amen” to that? It’s alarming. But some 
churches are filled with people like that, people who claim to love God, read his word, 
and yet have no conflict engaging or supporting in sexual sin and moral wickedness. 
Such were the false teachers infiltrating the Jude churches in Jude’s day. Jude said, 
“They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality.”  

The word “immorality” is a broad word. It covers a wide range of aberrant moral 
behavior. It literally means “excess” or “absence of restraint” or “wanton indecency.” 
That’s the idea behind it. It’s a word that describes in the Scriptures a person whose 
behavior is controlled by sin and not by God. In fact, it was the same word used in 
Galatians 5 verse 19 when Paul wrote, “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious.” 
“Sexual immorality” was listed first.  “Impurity and debauchery,” all of those are terms 
that indicate immorality.  

When a person lives in such moral debauchery, the evidence is obvious. These are acts 
of the sinful nature and not acts of God. “Don’t ever be deceived,” Jude said. People 
who live and espouse these things do not belong to God. They are instead living in the 
proof that they are indeed separated from him.  

Do you remember when Paul wrote to the Ephesian church in Ephesians 4 verse 17, he 
said to them: 

So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the 
Gentiles do (or the pagan nations do) in the futility of their thinking. 18 They are 
darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of  
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the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 19 Having lost 
all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in 
every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more. 

Paul is telling the Ephesian church, “This type of immoral behavior, pornography, 
debauched living, drunkenness, carousing, sleeping around, all of these kind of things 
that make up immorality, these things are typical marks of people who are living in the 
world apart from Christ. They are not to be creeping their way into the people of God. In 
fact, we are to forsake these things.” That’s why he said in verse 20: 

You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. 21 Surely you heard of him 
and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22 You were 
taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is 
being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your 
minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness 
and holiness. 

Do you see it? You can be like the pagan nations who would get involved in this 
debauched behavior or you can put on the new self created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness. Don’t be deceived. The two do not blend. Such people who 
live like this and teach it’s okay are changing God’s grace into license.  

“That change the grace of God” is a phrase that means “turn it into something different,”  
“turn it into something it isn’t.” You see, the grace of God that saves us from our sin is 
intended to lead us to a deeper holiness out of gratitude for God’s forgiveness from our 
sin. It is not to lead us in excuses to engage in a deeper sin. So people who use God’s 
grace as a justification for sin are not living in grace. They are changing it into license to 
do whatever they want. You hear evidence of it all the time.  

I was reading this piece by D.A. Carson, Professor at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. 
He was discipling this young man who was from French West Africa who was in 
Germany with him learning German as they were pursuing a theological degree. D.A. 
Carson discovered that this man was slipping off many nights into the red light district of 
town there in Germany and spending his money for various women. When he 
confronted him on it, he asked him, “What would you do if your wife were doing the 
same thing back in London?” 

He said, “I’d kill her.” 

He said, “Well, that’s kind of a double standard, don’t you think?” 

He said, “Well, where I come from, a man is free to sleep around wherever he wants, 
but if a woman does it she’s to be killed.” 

D.A. Carson said, “Well, you’ve grown up in a mission school. You’re a Christian. You 
know that God doesn’t operate by a double standard like that.” 

You know what the guy said? He said it in French, but I can’t say it in French. But what 
he said was, “Ah, God is good. He’s bound to forgive me. That’s his job.” 

You hear what he’s saying?  “God is a God of grace, is he not? God forgives all of our 
sin, does he not? So what’s the worry? Do whatever you want. God wants me to be 
happy.” You ever heard that? “No matter what, God knows I love him, so he’ll forgive 
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me.” You know, such people who behave like this should read God’s final assessment 
of those who change grace into a license for immorality. They are in for a shock. In 
Revelation 22 verse 12, Jesus concludes that great letter like this: 

Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to 
everyone according to what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to 
the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the 
dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, 
the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 

It’s why Paul wrote to the Corinthian church in 1 Corinthians 6 verse 9: 

Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male 
prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards 
nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what 
some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

People who are washed, saved, sanctified, and justified by faith in the Lord Jesus, who 
have been cleansed from those things do not change God’s grace into a license for 
immorality. They flee that immorality, and they pursue holiness. That doesn’t mean that 
real Christians can’t fall into sin and even remain in it for a season. But when they’re 
confronted with it, they won’t be found saying that God accepts it or that he approves of 
it or they can continue to do it because God forgives or wants them to be happy. True 
believers, even after falling, learn to flee sexual immorality because by God’s grace they 
want their bodies to be holy temples in which God lives by his Holy Spirit. That’s why 
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 6 verse 18: 

Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, 
but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. 19 Do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from 
God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God 
with your body.  

People, whenever you hear someone teaching a grace that’s more about what you want 
than what God wants, you’re listening to a liar and a false teacher. Whenever you hear 
people teaching a grace that’s more about your happiness than God’s holiness, you’re 
listening to a liar and a false teacher. When you hear people teach a grace that justifies 
sin rather than calling you to confession and repentance, you’re listening to a liar and a 
false teacher. When you hear people teaching a grace that supports abortion, 
homosexuality, or adultery, or drunkenness, or pornography, or lewdness, or gay 
marriage, you are listening to a liar. You are not listening to a teacher of the truth. This 
faith entrusted to us is a sacred trust, and we contend for the faith. We don’t do anything 
to change it into an excuse for immorality. 
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Not only contending against those who change grace into license, but we are called to 
contend for the faith against godless people who deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign 
and Lord. 

Do you remember a while ago President Obama made the statement, “America’s no 
longer a Christian nation.” A lot of people are up in arms about that, but if you think 
about it he may have been closer to the truth than you think. Increasing numbers of 
people are turning, in the name of Christ, to support things like abortion and 
homosexuality and gay marriage and a host of aberrant behaviors that are clearly 
against the Scriptures. Not only that, growing numbers of people are supporting people 
into office who support these things. In a Christian nation you do not see a majority of 
people doing that. Thank God there are still a lot of people who are standing in the truth 
on these and many other important issues, but I’m not so sure that he wasn’t close to 
the truth.  

Besides all of that, you need to understand that today in many people’s minds 
spirituality is on the rise in America. It is unprecedented, but it is not a spirituality that 
leads people to truth. In fact, in his book, Bad Religion, Ross Douthat examines the core 
belief of America’s wave of spirituality through teachers such as Deepak Chopra and 
James Redfield, Eckhart Tolle. Paulo Coelho, Neale Donald Walsch, Oprah Winfrey, 
Elizabeth Gilbert, just to name a few. Listen to the four basic beliefs that make up most 
people’s spirituality today outside the true church of Jesus Christ.  

1. All organized religions offer only partial glimpses of God, thus we must seek to 
experience God through feeling rather than reason, experience rather than 
dogma, a direct encounter rather than a hand-me-down revelation. As Neale 
Donald Walsh writes in his book Conversations with God, a popular bestseller, 
“Listen to your feelings, listen to your highest thought. Whenever any of these 
differ from what you’ve been told by your teachers or read in your books, forget 
the words.” 

2. God is everywhere and within everything, especially within you. You can 
encounter God by getting in touch with the divinity that resides inside your very 
self and soul. At the climax of his book The Alchemist, Paulo Coelhowrites, “The 
boy reached through soul of the world and saw that it was a part of the soul of 
God, and he saw that the soul of God was his own soul.”  

3. Sin and evil are largely illusions that will ultimately be reconciled rather than 
defeated. There is no hell save the one we make for ourselves on earth. No final 
separation from the being that all our beings rest within. Elizabeth Gilbert assures 
her readers there is no such thing in this universe as hell except maybe in our 
own terrified minds. 

4. Perfect happiness is available right now. Heaven is on earth. (Are you happy to 
know that?) Eternity can be entered at any moment by any person who 
understands how to let go and let God and let themselves be washed away in 
love. James Redfield writes, “At some point, everyone will vibrate highly enough 
so that we can walk into heaven in our same form.” 

People, here is the American spirituality that growing numbers of people are embracing. 
Feelings are truth, not God’s word. God is everywhere, and you are him. Sin and evil 
are illusions of the mind. You don’t need a Savior, and heaven is on earth, and we have 
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the power to create it and enter it at any moment we choose by our own efforts. There 
are many professing Christians who are buying into these lies, espousing these things 
in books and in messages, and by so doing are denying the sovereignty and the 
Lordship and the purity of Jesus Christ. In fact, you can confess to be a Christian. You 
can even worship in a Christian church and deny that God even exists, and you’ll be 
accepted as a worshiper. 

Derek Helt, in the message he gave he was quoting from the San Jose Mercury News 
which is the mother paper for our local paper the Contra Costa Times. This is no fault 
on the paper, but there was an article in there: 

James Kelley of Washington, D.C., is one of a small group at his local church 
who are enthusiastic Episcopalians, but who do not believe in God. Said Kelley, 
"We all love the incense, the stained-glass windows, the organ music, the 
vestments and all of that. It's drama. It's aesthetics. It's the ritual. That's neat 
stuff. I don't want to give all that up just because I don't believe in God." 

There are churches embracing this as an acceptable expression of what it means to be 
a follower of Jesus. That kind of teaching was creeping in unaware in the churches in 
Jude’s day. Jude called Christians to defend the faith against godless people who 
denied Jesus. Verse 4: 

For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly 
slipped in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God 
into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. 

The word “deny” means “contradict.” In other words, “by your life and views you are 
contradicting everything Jesus is, everything Jesus says, and everything Jesus does.” 
You deny him by immoral living and by teaching doctrines that deny his deity, his 
sovereignty, his sinless humanity.” Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Unity, all the cults 
teach a false Jesus. 

I’m amazed how many Christians today are becoming angry over the fact that I might 
make a statement that groups like that are teaching a false Jesus. They’re more angry 
about that that I would say it and somehow be casting dispersions on other groups. 
They are more angry about that than the fact that these groups are actually denying the 
Lord Jesus Christ and his deity.  

In many mainline churches, prosperity churches, emerging churches teach a Jesus that 
bears little or no resemblance to the Jesus of the Bible. When you stand up for the true 
Jesus and his word you are labeled narrow minded, bigoted, judgmental, or just plain 
wrong. Well, people who live for those things that deny Christ are not contending for the 
faith. They are fighting against it. They are not keeping the sacred trust. They are 
forsaking it. And they are not exalting Jesus. They are denying him.  

Far too many professing Christians don’t do a thing to stand up and defend Jesus. Such 
people who hold and teach doctrines that deny the deity and sovereignty of Jesus by 
every measure are not Christians. They are liars. The apostle John put it like this in 
1 John 2 verse 18: 

Dear children, this is the last hour. 

John himself fighting against this kind of Gnosticism in his day. 
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Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is 
coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last 
hour. 19 They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they 
had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed 
that none of them belonged to us. 
20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 21 I 
do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know 
it and because no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It is the man who 
denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the 
Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever 
acknowledges the Son has the Father also.  

24 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, 
you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is what he promised 
us—even eternal life. 

26 I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 
27 As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not 
need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and 
as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in him. 

28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be 
confident and unashamed before him at his coming. 

Those who contend for the faith do not deny Jesus. They stand with him, and they stand 
for him, and they stand in the sacred trust of the body of truth has been given to us. 
“You can be confident of this,” John said, “when Jesus returns, those who stand with 
Jesus, Jesus will stand with them.” 

In 1776, July, it was the second year of the war of revolution against Great Britain. The 
men who were leading our Congress understood that the people of the nation deserved 
to understand why they were fighting, so 57 brave and patriotic Americans put their 
names on a thing called the Declaration of Independence. They knew that they were 
pledging themselves to an effort that could cost them and their families everything 
including their lives.  

This past summer, Karla, Kimmie, and I went to the National Archives. We waited in 
line. We went through security to see the document that defined this great struggle and 
ultimately led to a great freedom. Though badly faded, the words of that original are 
very readable, and their signatures cannot be missed. The document begins like this: 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to 
assume among the powers of the earth the separate and equal station to which 
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel 
them to separation. 

In other words, “If we’re calling people to fight for something, they’d better understand 
why they’re fighting and what’s at stake.” Then they said: 
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We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights that among these 
are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. 

Today on this Veterans Day, we’re remembering a host of men and women who have 
given themselves in service and even in death to defending this cause still. But there 
are many Americans today who don’t understand that this pursuit of life, liberty, and 
happiness is rooted in the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ, a truth they knew that was 
worth defending even at the cost of their own lives. That’s why at the end of the 
Declaration it says this: 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General 
Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the 
rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People 
of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these united Colonies are, 
and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved 
from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between 
them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that 
as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude 
Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and 
Things which Independent States may of right do.  

Listen to this. 

And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of 
divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and 
our sacred Honor.  

These men, along with others, who joined this fight contended with their lives for the 
freedom you and I believe in. If people like this could give their lives contending for a 
freedom for a nation that is temporary, how much more can we pledge our lives, our 
fortunes, and our sacred honor to defend a freedom and a truth and a faith that is 
eternal?  

Jude said, “That’s the faith that has been entrusted to you and me.” If you’re a Christian 
today, this body of faith in the Christian faith has been entrusted to you. We are called 
not just to proclaim the faith or spread the faith or keep the faith, but to contend for it, to 
struggle to protect it from godless people who seek to use God’s grace and change it 
into a license for their immorality, to struggle to protect it from godless people who deny 
Jesus, the only Sovereign and Lord. 

As Paul said to Timothy in 2 Timothy 1 verse 13: 

What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and 
love in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard 
it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.  

I am haunted by the question that Jesus asked, “When the Son of Man returns, will 
he find faith on the earth?” By God’s grace, if I’m the last man standing, I’m hoping in 
me he’ll say, “Yes, I saw it in him, and I saw it in all these other true believers who 
are unashamed to stand in their day as Jude did in his day and contend for the 
faith that is eternal.” 
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People, that’s the call of the church today, and I’m signed up. Many of you are too. I’m 
saying, “I’m standing with Jesus, and he’s gonna stand with us.” God bless that effort. 

Father, I want to thank you today for the guts that Jude had to write this stuff in his day 
that wasn’t always well received. I want to thank you, God, for loving us enough to give 
us truth like this in a book that today is as timeless as when it was ever written. It is a 
message for the church in the 21st century. I want thank you, God, for who you are and 
what you’re calling us to. May we unashamedly stand and contend for the sacred trust, 
this faith that has been entrusted to God’s people. May it be for the praise of your glory, 
God. We ask it in Jesus’ name, Amen. 


