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The Assurance of Gods 
Judgment 

 
I’ve been getting a lot of mixed reactions to these messages in Jude from people who 
really appreciate them and from some people who really don’t. That’s okay. Truth is 
truth. We’re here to teach the Bible, and sometimes it deals with some pretty difficult 
subjects. I am very, very grateful that God has laid these things upon our heart, 
because we are living in a day when it’s time for Christians to be stronger than ever.  

You can see what’s happening in the world. You can see that things are shaping up 
very differently than any time in our lives. These could be, as many say, the last days in 
which we’re living before the Lord’s return, and we need to live ready for his arrival. 
We’ve also been entrusted as his church with a faith, a body of truth, and we’ve been 
asked to contend for it as we see it continually being eroded away.  

Jude writes this book to help encourage true believers to stay strong, because in his 
day there were already people coming into the church, watering down the gospel, and 
doing it in the name of Christ. He was calling these believers to stand strong, to live 
ready, and to contend for the faith. Here’s the way Jude, the Lord’s brother, recorded it 
in a short but very powerful letter: 

Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James, 

To those who have been called, who are loved by God the Father and kept by 
Jesus Christ: 

2 Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance. 

3 Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we 
share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for 
all entrusted to the saints. 4 For certain men whose condemnation was written 
about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who 
change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ 
our only Sovereign and Lord. 

5 Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord delivered 
his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the 
angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own 
home—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for 
judgment on the great Day. 7 In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the 
surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion. 
They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire. 

8 In the very same way, these dreamers pollute their own bodies, reject authority 
and slander celestial beings. 9 But even the archangel Michael, when he was 
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disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a 
slanderous accusation against him, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 Yet these 
men speak abusively against whatever they do not understand; and what things 
they do understand by instinct, like unreasoning animals—these are the very 
things that destroy them. 

11 Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into 
Balaam’s error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion. 

12 These men are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the 
slightest qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves. They are clouds without 
rain, blown along by the wind; autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice 
dead. 13 They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering 
stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever. 

14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: “See, the Lord is 
coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones 15 to judge everyone, 
and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the 
ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against 
him.” 16 These men are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own evil 
desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord, in many ways Jude’s world is not a lot different than our own. We may be more 
technologically advanced, but we are not more advanced. Truth has always been under 
attack. Your church has always been the people given the sacred trust of contending for 
it. We live today as believers. We have Bibles in our hands and in our hearts because 
the church and its members before us have contended faithfully for this faith. Now, it’s 
our turn in our generation as we faithfully discharge the duty of this privilege until you 
come. May you help us today to see the assurance of your judgment. And we’ll thank 
you for all that you will show us today. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Since 1953, one of Santa Monica, California’s nicknames has been the City of the 
Christmas Story. That’s because for nearly 60 years, a massive Nativity scene 
comprised of 14 different booths tells the Christmas story each year in Pacific Palisades 
Park. Sixty years, but apparently not anymore.  

This last week in the Contra Costa Times there was an article telling about how U.S. 
District Judge, Audrey B. Collins, rejected a motion from the Santa Monica Nativity 
Scenes Committee to allow the Nativity this Christmas season while their lawsuit plays 
out against the city. 

You see, the trouble began in 2009 with an atheist by the name of Damon Vix applied 
for and got a booth to display his anti-religious views next to the Nativity scene. Over 
the years they have applied for more and more booths. There are now 21 booths 
apparently there. In 2011, Vix recruited 10 others to inundate the city with applications 
for tongue-in-cheek displays such as a homage to the "Pastafarian religion," which 
would include an artistic representation of the Flying Spaghetti Monster.  
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The secular coalition won 18 of these 21 spaces that have now been taken away from 
the Nativity crew. Two others went to traditional Christmas displays and one to a 
Hanukkah display.  

The atheists used half their spaces displaying signs such as one that showed pictures 
of Poseidon, Jesus, Santa Claus, and the devil in the same booth with a sign that says: 
"37 million Americans know myths when they see them. What myths do you see?" 

The Judge said that they were not banning religious speech, it was just simply the 
displays were getting out of hand. They were draining city resources, destroying the turf, 
and obstructing ocean views. “Churches were still allowed,” they said, “to set up non-
attended displays in 12 other city parks but no longer in Pacific Palisades. 

William Becker, the attorney for the Christian group, said, “The atheists won, and they 
will always win unless we get courts to understand how the game is played. This is a 
game that they played very successfully, and they knew it.”  

“The atheists won, and they always win.” You know, we find stories like this 
disheartening because it seems like atheism, secularism, liberalism, and false religions 
are gaining, and Christian expression is being eliminated.  

Some people are beginning to ask, “Why contend for the faith? It’s a losing effort.” But 
as we saw last week, it isn’t a losing effort. In fact, we have the assurance of history that 
evil will never wins. Jesus always does, in fact, he already has. Now, in this section 
Jude tells them that we have the assurance that God’s perfect, complete, and final 
judgment is soon to come. All ungodliness will be eliminated, and righteousness will 
prevail. That’s the message Jude was writing to all the true Christians who he was 
urging to contend for the faith. You remember back in verse 3 he wrote: 

Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we 
share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for 
all entrusted to the saints.  

This book of Jude has been called the most neglected book of the New Testament. You 
can see some of the reasons why. This is difficult stuff. When Jude writes, he said, “I 
had to write to urge you to contend for the faith,” a word that means “to fight or to 
struggle with intense effort.” Many people are disillusioned about the call to follow Jesus 
because they think it’s an invitation to a picnic. It isn’t. It’s an invitation to a war, a war 
that is severe in its scope, in its intensity. But it’s a war that’s already been won. It’s a 
battle for the truth. That’s why Jude said, “We are contending for the faith that was 
entrusted to the saints.” This faith is the whole body of revealed and absolute truth. It is 
the word of God. That’s why Jude said in verse 4: 

For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly 
slipped in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God 
into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. 

Jude said, “There are people out there who claim to be Christians, some of them even 
in your own church. People who appear to be part of the church but are really false 
teachers. They are godless men.” The word “godless” or “ungodly” he used there 
means “men who have no reverence, no respect, no real relationship with God.” But the 
significant thing is they have the appearance of it. 
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You know, it’s often been said that American’s version of Christianity is so low, so faulty, 
that it’s easy to imitate. It’s easy to imitate. It’s why so many people get fooled by those 
who are not real Christians. Jude describes these people like this in verse 12: 

These men are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the 
slightest qualm. 

They’re coming along in your church. They eat with you. They’re right along 
fellowshipping with you. They’re at the communion table and you, and it doesn’t even 
bother them that they know they’re deceiving you.  

Shepherds who feed only themselves.  

They may be teaching and being involved, but they’re only doing it for their own 
purposes. 

They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind. They are autumn trees. 

They not only have no fruit, they’re already uprooted.  

They’re twice dead.  

They have no connection to Christ, and they bear no fruit for him.  

13 They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering stars, for 
whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever. 

Look at verse 16: 

These men are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own evil desires; they 
boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage. 

Right when it seems like maybe we should be discouraged about contending for the 
faith because evil seems to be winning, Jude said, “Evil isn’t winning. The 
condemnation of people like this was written about long ago.” How long ago? All the 
way back to enough to Enoch who was seventh from Adam. Jude quotes from the book 
of Enoch, the largest, most well-known and respected of the non-biblical 
pseudepigraphal writings of the day. 

In between the Old and New Testament there was a host of writings that were capturing 
that history. They’re not Biblical. They’re not canonical. They’re not Scripture, but 
they’re valuable in what they give us for the content of understanding Christian thought 
or Old Testament thought leading up to the birth of Christ. There was a group of works 
called the apocryphal works, and there was a group called the pseudepigraphal works, 
or the false writings. They weren’t Scripture, but they gave valuable insight.  

Well, the book of Enoch was one of the most well-known and well-respected amongst 
Jews and in the first century amongst Christians. Jude, as well as the people who were 
infiltrating the church, would have been very familiar with the book of Enoch. It is a book 
heavily influenced by the Old Testament. The book of Enoch opens up with a lengthy 
explanation of a dramatic setting of the day of judgment. It’s a judgment theme. Then 
comes the major role of Enoch himself played out from the first six chapters of Genesis. 
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Then there is a series of parables on judgment and the last things, and examination of 
the sun and the stars in the light of what will happen in the end. Then there are visions 
about end times, and it closes with a description of what will happen on earth at the 
close of history.  

This book along with others were commonly used by the Christians of the first century. 
They have great value for us today. In fact, the book of Enoch is highly respected by 
Jews and many Christians. It’s not Scripture, but it gives us some great insights into 
pieces of what we need to know about that period. In fact, at one point in 1 Enoch 1:9, it 
reads like this: 

Behold, God shall arrive with 10 million of the holy ones in order to execute 
judgment upon all. He will destroy the wicked ones and censure all flesh on 
account of everything that they have done that which the sinners and the wicked 
ones committed against him. 

Sound familiar? Here’s how Jude paraphrased that section when he wrote here in 
verse 14: 

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: “See, the Lord is 
coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones 15 to judge everyone, 
and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the 
ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against 
him.”  

Judgment is coming. The point Jude is making is multiple, but one primary one is this, 
“If you belong to Jesus, you don’t have to fear this judgment. In fact you welcome it; you 
long for it, and we’ll see why in a moment. But if you do not really belong to Jesus this 
judgment is terrifying. All ungodliness will be judged and done away with, and Jesus 
Christ will reign.” That’s why Jude is telling these people, “We can contend for the faith 
with full assurance that God’s righteous judgment will finally come.”  

What will God judge? Jude said, quoting Enoch, “He will judge all ungodly acts and all 
ungodly words.” We have assurance that God will judge all ungodly acts. Verse 14: 

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: “See, the Lord is 
coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones 15 to judge everyone, 
and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the 
ungodly way 

We’re going to be held accountable for what we do. 

My first real corporate management job had me traveling almost continuously. Boston, 
New York, Atlanta, St. Louis, Chicago, Detroit, Philadelphia, New Orleans were regular 
stops for me. Being single and living in the corporate world, they felt free to send me 
anywhere at any time. It was not uncommon for me to be in two or three cities, four or 
five cities in the same week.  

To facilitate my costs in travel, I was given an air travel card. Can you imagine? I walk 
up to any counter, show that card, and I could get on a plane and they’d bill the 
company. I could go anywhere. To facilitate my expenses they gave me a little company  
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check voucher thing. Once a week I could write a check for myself to reimburse myself 
for any expenses I had in all of the travels so I didn’t have to report back in to corporate 
in Hartford, Connecticut. I could fly anywhere and reimburse myself for any expenses. 

You might be thinking, “Who in the world gives a 22-year-old that kind of access?” I 
wondered that myself, but every month there was an accounting. I had to turn in all my 
expenses, and they reviewed at corporate all of my travel to see where I went and why 
and they matched it up against what I was supposed to be doing. Any unauthorized 
expenses I had to reimburse the company. Any evidence of fraud, and I would have lost 
my job. I lived every day with a lot of freedom, and I could go a lot of places and do a lot 
of things, but I knew that at the end of every month there was gonna be a full 
accounting of everything I had done. 

If companies do that because it’s required of their employees, why would it surprise 
anyone that God brings a final accounting for everything we have done while we have 
been on his planet earth. It should surprise nobody. In fact he wouldn’t be a very good 
God, he wouldn’t be a very just God if he didn’t bring an accounting. Jude said, “When 
the Lord comes, he’s gonna judge everyone.”  

14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: “See, the Lord is 
coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones 15 to judge everyone.  

He’s not sending angels to do the judging. He’s not sending prophets to do the judging. 
He’s gonna do the judgment himself. He will be accompanied by all his holy ones. 
People are uncertain of whether that’s the angels or whether it’s the resurrected saints 
who have died and are now returning with him, but he’s coming with all of his holy ones, 
and everyone will face Jesus for the judgment of their deeds.  

True believers will face Jesus at the bema seat. It’s what Paul was writing about in 
2 Corinthians 5 verse 6: 

Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in 
the body we are away from the Lord. 7 We live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are 
confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the 
Lord. 

How about that for perspective? 
9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or 
away from it. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that 
each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, 
whether good or bad. 

You see, the bema was a seat of judgment usually at athletic contests or events or 
races where the victors were declared and the reward for their victory was given out. 
That was the bema. Well, there’s gonna be a bema for Christians. Every one of us who 
knows and loves Jesus and serves him will stand before him at his bema where our 
victory will be declared, and we’ll be rewarded for the works we’ve done while we’ve 
been in the body of Christ. Our works of sin before we knew the Lord and our sins while 
we’ve been Christians are confessed and cleansed and forgiven. We’re not gonna be  
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judged for those. But we are gonna be judged for the works that we’ve done while we’ve 
been in the body of Christ. Part of that is how faithfully we have contended for this faith 
that’s been entrusted to us as well as all the other service that we rendered to the Lord 
out of love and devotion to him using the gifts and abilities God’s put in our hands.  

Can you imagine being a Christian and standing before the Lord at the bema seat 
empty-handed because you haven’t lived for him, you lived for you? Can you imagine 
having nothing to offer Jesus at the bema? It’s why Paul said in 1 Corinthians 5 verse 9, 
“So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away 
from it.” It isn’t that we get more reward. All the reward is gonna go to Jesus, but can 
you imagine being before him and having nothing to offer? How we live matters. 

Paul told the Corinthian church in 1 Corinthians 3 verses 10-15 that there’s only one 
foundation and that’s Jesus, and how you build on it really matters. He said in verse 14, 
“If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 15 If it is burned up, he will 
suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”  

You see, we’re already saved, but we’re not gonna have anything. Look at that imagery. 
We’re coming to Jesus but like we’re escaping through the flames. We’ve been saved 
but we’re living wholly for ourselves. If you belong to Jesus, you’re saved. The issue is 
who you are living for? Are your sins confessed? Are you living in holiness and 
obedience? Are you doing things that will last for eternity and eternity’s reward to 
present to him? That’s the issue for Christians. 

Enoch said, “The Lord is coming to judge everyone. Christians are gonna face him at 
the bema, but the ungodly are gonna face Jesus at the great white throne.”  

Revelation 20 verse 11: 

I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from 
his presence, and there was no place for them. 

You know what that means? No one will find a place to hide. When the heavens and the 
earth have fled and you are standing there alone before God, there’s no place to hide. 

12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead 
were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The 
sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that 
were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 14 

Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the 
second death. 15 If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he 
was thrown into the lake of fire. 

Here’s the deal. If you live your life without Jesus or lived in a very ungodly way without 
him, you’re gonna stand before him at the great white throne. Now, if you’ve rejected 
Jesus as your Savior that means you’re counting on your own works and merit to get 
you in. So, he’s gonna open up that book, and one of the things listed there is 
everything you have done. You know what you’re gonna discover? You haven’t done 
enough. In fact, you discover then there wasn’t anything you could do to merit  
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forgiveness. It’ll be bankrupt. Because of your rejection of Christ who is the life, then the 
ungodly will discover that in the other column, whatever that is in the book of life, their 
name’s not written there because they don’t have life. Without Jesus they have death.  

Your name is recorded in the book of life apparently when you come to believe Jesus 
Christ is your Savior because you realize we come to Jesus through Christ not through 
our good works. So the ungodly are gonna have everything they’ve said and done 
judged by the judge himself who doesn’t miss a thing.  

That’s why Jude said, “According Enoch, they will be convicted. He will convict all the 
ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way.” They will be 
convicted or convinced. They will see clearly that his judgment is right.  

Three different forms of the word “ungodly” here is significant. The first one, “He will 
convict all the ungodly” is a word comprised “for everyone who has no respect for God.” 
That’s what they’ll be convicted of. You had no respect for God.  

Secondly, the term “ungodly acts” is a word that means “denial of God by intentionally 
disobeying him.” You had multiple opportunities, as we saw the first week. You had 
multiple opportunities to know, but you have rejected that and you have intentionally 
disobeyed him.  

The third “ungodly way” is a phrase that means “a total denial and defiance of God’s 
person.” “It isn’t just you didn’t want obey him, you didn’t want him.” That’s what he’s 
saying. 

So, you have no respect for God, you have totally denied him by your intentional 
disobedience, and you’ve demonstrated through this a total defiance of God’s person – 
you don’t want him. Ungodly. They live in defiance of God because they don’t want him, 
so he gives them an eternity of what they choose. They wanted death; they’ll have it 
forever. They wanted death without him, eternity without him; they’re gonna get eternity 
without him.  

But God offers salvation and eternal life to all who believe and obey, but eternal 
destruction and death to all the ungodly who defy him. That’s why Hebrews 10 verse 26 
and following tells us that as Christians we want to make sure that we’re never engaged 
in willful disobedience. There’s more than enough grace to cover our many flaws and 
failures, but we don’t ever want to be found willfully defying God and intentionally 
sinning because it could be an indicator that we really don’t belong to God. If we 
continually intentionally sin, then maybe it’s a sign we don’t belong to him at all. That’s 
why Hebrews 10 verse 26 says: 

If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment and 
of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.  

But there’s more than enough grace to cover our sins if we come to God and confess 
those things. “He’s faithful and just,” John said, “and will cleanse us of all 
unrighteousness.” Jesus is coming. He’s coming to bring God’s judgment to bear upon 
everyone. He’s going to judge ungodly deeds that have been committed in an ungodly 
way. Those who live for Jesus don’t have to fear this. In fact it’s a very reassuring thing 
to know he’s coming. 
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14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: “See, the Lord is 
coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones 15 to judge everyone, 
and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the 
ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against 
him.”  

I was reading a piece this last week by Kevin Miller who is an author and vice president 
of Christianity Today International. He said he was flying from San Francisco to 
Chicago.  

Five minutes before takeoff from San Francisco, a gate agent from ATA, the 
airline he was flying, came on the plane and said to him, “Get your bags and 
come with me.”  

I got my bags out of the bin, followed her onto the jetway and asked, “Why? Is 
this a random security check?” 

She said, “The captain refused to have you on his flight.” 

As we walked up the jetway I realized, “I’m probably gonna miss the flight,” and I 
wondered “What in the world is going on?” 

In the terminal she pointed me to some black vinyl seats and she said, “Sit there. 
A supervisor will talk to you.” 

I’m waiting, more perplexed than ever. I see my plane pull away from the gate. I 
realize “I’m not going anywhere today, and there’s no more ATA flights today.” 
So I sit back down. As I’m sitting there, it suddenly hits me. My friend had been 
ordered out of the security line and thus arrived on the plane much later than I. 
When he came on the plane I asked him, “Why are you stopped? Was it your 
beady, terrorist eyes? Explosives?” 

My friend shook his head quickly getting me to shut up. That was what was 
causing this. Soon, four uniformed San Francisco cops with revolvers on their 
hips walked up to me. “Do you know why you’re here?” 

“No,” I said. “I was hoping you’d tell me.” 

“Isn’t there anything you said that would’ve caused this today?” 

“Well, I did make a comment to my friend about looking like a terrorist. I know I 
shouldn’t have said it, but I was just making a private joke.” 

The cop said, “You can’t joke about those things. They may not let you fly again 
in the future.” 

Another cop drills me, takes my driver’s license, runs a criminal background 
check. Another call the FAA. A senior airline rep comes, pulls the cops aside, 
he’s talking to them, “What did he tell you?” going over the information again. 

I’m wondering, “Am I gonna be arrested? Are they gonna refuse me to fly on 
ATA? Are they gonna make me buy a new ticket? Are they gonna strip search 
me?” 
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Then they come back and ask more information about my friend. Now I’m feeling 
terrible thinking I’m gonna get him in trouble. One cop looks down at me and 
says, “So they let your friend go on the flight and not you, hu?” 

“Yeah,” I said, “He didn’t say anything stupid, I did.”  

More discussions go on. They come back again and the rep says, “You realize 
you can’t talk about these things. We’re on a new day.” 

“I know that,” I said. “I was stupid. I shouldn’t have said it.”  

They said, “Another passenger overheard you and refused to fly on the flight. 
The captain was told, and he made the decision to remove you from the flight. 
We’ve decided to let you fly again. The next flight is 11:30. You’ll get in Chicago 
at 5:30 tomorrow morning.” 

Inwardly I groaned but I said, “Thank you.” 

The lead cop looks down at me. “You win the prize for idiot of the day.” 

So now I’m sitting in San Francisco for 9½ hours, losing an entire night’s sleep, 
all because of a few stray words. 

People, you understand today there’s no such thing as a stray word. There’s no such 
thing as a stray word. In fact, every word from our mouth has consequences. Jude said, 
“Every word from your mouth is going to be judged by God.” Jude said, “God will judge 
every harsh word the ungodly speak. They’ll be judged for all the harsh words ungodly 
sinners have spoken against him.”  

The word “harsh” means “not human in character.” In other words, “Words that are out 
of character for a human being made in the image of God to be using to defame the 
God who made them” is what he’s saying. It’s not just using his name in vain. That’s 
bad enough. It’s a total violation of the third commandment, “I will not hold anyone 
guiltless who misuses my name.” But harsh words are also any form of corrupt, vile, 
lying, immoral words that comes from our mouths. That’s why Paul told the Ephesian 
church in Ephesians 4 verse 29: 

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is 
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those 
who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption. 

In other words, “Be careful of what comes out of your mouth. Ephesians 5 verse 3: 

There’s not even to be a hint of sexual immorality, or any kind of impurity, or 
greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. 4 Nor should there be 
obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather 
thanksgiving.  

Words matter. We’re gonna be judged for every word that comes out of our mouth. 
There are no stray words. 
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I’m not on Facebook or Instagram or any social media, but occasionally I see a posting 
to a friend’s place or a family member. I have to tell you something. I am shocked by 
some of the language so-called Christians use in their social media posting. Shocked by 
it that Christians would use these words. There is a tendency among some of the 
younger folks to think that this is cool or funny. It isn’t. Every ungodly word will be 
judged by God himself, every single one. I used to talk like that. I used to use God’s 
name in vain. I gossip. I lied. I used profanity and vulgar words. I’m ashamed of it. When 
I became a Christian, I told God I was sorry for my ignorance and stupidity, and I told 
him I didn’t ever wanna talk like that again. I said, “I don’t want them in my mind. I don’t 
want them my heart. I don’t want them in my mouth. I don’t want them to come from my 
pen. I don’t want them in anything that I say or do – nothing.”  

Jesus said in Matthew 12 verse 33: 

Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit 
will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers, how 
can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the 
heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good man brings good things out of the 
good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil 
stored up in him. 36 But I tell you that men will have to give account on the 
day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 37 For by your 
words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned. 

In the case of these false teachers, they were using words to mislead people and 
promote themselves. Jude said in verse 16: 

They are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own evil desires; they boast 
about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage. 

The ungodly aren’t cool, and they aren’t getting away with anything. Be assured, God 
will bring account every harsh word spoken against him. By the way, any harsh words 
spoken against someone who lives for Jesus is spoken against God, and they will be 
held accountable for it. So when people revile you for living for Jesus, just remember, 
God settles that account in the end. 

I was reading a piece by Lee Echloff this week, a pastor from Vernon Hills, Illinois, who 
said he was hanging out at a bagel shop when he asked a couple of his non-Christian 
friends there, “What’s the most important thing I can pray for you?” 

A woman was taken aback. She said, “Health, I guess.” 

“Health. That’s not the most important thing,” he said. “Sooner or later your 
health is gonna go no matter who prays for you. There must be something more 
important than that.” 

She was stumped. “Well, what’s more important than that?” 

“What about your relationship with God?” 

“I never thought about that,” she said. 

Her husband said, “You mean, God is gonna haul us into court or something?” 

I said, “Yeah, actually. I guess you could say that.” 
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The coming judgment should be a reassuring thing of comfort for every believer. 
N.T. Wright, the author and bishop of Durham in the Church of England, wrote in his 
book Surprised by Hope: 

The word ‘judgment’ carries negative overtones for a good many people in our 
liberal and post liberal world. We need to remind ourselves that throughout the 
Bible, God’s coming judgment is a good thing, something to be celebrated, 
longed for, yearned over. It causes people to shout for joy and the trees of the 
field to clap their hands. In a world of systematic injustice, bullying, violence, 
arrogance, and oppression, the thought that there might come a day when the 
wicked are firmly put in their place and the poor and the weak are given their do 
is the best news there can be. Faced with a world in rebellion, a world full of 
exploitation and wickedness, a good God must be a God of judgment.  

It’s the assurance he gives to all of us. The assurance that he is coming to judge every 
ungodly act, the assurance he’s coming to judge every harsh and ungodly word. 

As Peter said in 2 Peter Chapter 3, a very parallel portion to the book of Jude, Peter 
said verse 17: 

Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that 
you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your 
secure position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever!  

All God’s people said, “Amen.” 

We are out of time. I’m gonna pray and gonna let you go. 

Father, thank you for today. Thank you, God, for this word that encourages us. 
Judgment is not a thing to be feared for the Christian. It is something we look forward to 
and welcome. God, if there are some here today who don’t know Jesus, if there are 
some here today who need to seriously rethink their lives and how they’re living and 
what they’re saying, I pray that they won’t leave here today without doing business with 
you, to come forward, to go to the prayer room, to commit before you, God, to know 
Christ and to live more completely for you. And we thank you for all that you are and all 
that you’re doing. In Jesus’ precious name, Amen. 


