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December 9, 2012 
Jude 17-23 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

The Call to Persevere 
 
If you have your Bibles today, turn with me to the book of Jude. We’re gonna be 
continuing on in our series of “Contending for the Faith.” As we’ve been learning over 
the last few weeks, it’s a pretty hard-hitting book. It was intended to be. It’s shaken a lot 
of things up. It’s made us really look at our lives: why we’re living, what we’re doing, and 
what’s at stake.  

These last two messages, this week and next week, Lord willing, are really uplifting. 
Jude ended this letter on a very positive tone encouraging people to stay strong and to 
hang in there. God was taking us home victorious. That’s some of what he’s talking 
about here in this letter.  

Remember, when Jude wrote, the churches to which he wrote were being inundated 
with people from within who were watering down the gospel and posing a threat to the 
truth, but they were all doing it in the name of Jesus. Yet Jude writes to them telling 
people to contend for the faith and to stand strong for the truth. This is the way Jude 
writes it in Jude beginning in verse 1: 

Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James, 

To those who have been called, who are loved by God the Father and kept by 

Jesus Christ: 
2 Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance. 
3 Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we 
share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for 
all entrusted to the saints. 4 For certain men whose condemnation was written 
about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who 
change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ 
our only Sovereign and Lord. 
5 Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord delivered 
his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the 
angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own 
home—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for 
judgment on the great Day. 7 In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the 
surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion. 
They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire. 
8 In the very same way, these dreamers pollute their own bodies, reject authority 
and slander celestial beings. 9 But even the archangel Michael, when he was 
disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a 
slanderous accusation against him, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 Yet these  
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men speak abusively against whatever they do not understand; and what things 
they do understand by instinct, like unreasoning animals—these are the very 
things that destroy them. 
11 Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into 
Balaam’s error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion. 
12 These men are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the 
slightest qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves. They are clouds without 
rain, blown along by the wind; autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice 
dead. 13 They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering 
stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever. 
14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: “See, the Lord is 
coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones 15 to judge everyone, 
and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the 
ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against 
him.” 16 These men are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own evil 
desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage. 
17 But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ 
foretold. 18 They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will 
follow their own ungodly desires.” 19 These are the men who divide you, who 
follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. 
20 But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in 
the Holy Spirit. 21 Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 
22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 snatch others from the fire and save them; to 
others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by 
corrupted flesh. 
24 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his 
glorious presence without fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Savior 
be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all 
ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Father, I don’t know if a more encouraging word could be found, one that calls us to 
persevere no matter what the circumstance, reminding us that we been entrusted with a 
body of truth, the gospel of our salvation, the very foundation of the Christian faith which 
has been entrusted to us. And to know that though there are times people who come 
who try to water it down or change it or steal it away, we who are found faithful standing 
with Jesus have the promise that our efforts are not failing, they’ve already won, and 
that you will bring us safely home victorious.  

Would you help us to see today the encouragement in this call to persevere? And we’ll 
thank you, God, in your precious name, Amen.  
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The best defense is often a good offense. That’s especially true in football if you’re a 
fan. You know a team that keeps moving the ball down the field gives little opportunity 
for the other team to score. If they can keep moving the ball, avoiding fumbles and 
turnovers, eating up time on the clock, if they can keep their offense on the field and 
keep the other team’s defense on the field then your offensive team is probably gonna 
win. The best defense is a good offense. 

That appears to be what Jude was relating to these Christians that were called to 
contend for the faith. Christians are not in a defensive position. We are on the offense 
for the kingdom of God.  

For the last few weeks we’ve been studying together this powerful letter written by the 
Lord’s brother. It’s been called by some the most neglected book in the New Testament. 
It’s hard hitting. It’s got some difficult themes. It’s challenging and convicting but 
reminds us almost better than any other that we have been entrusted with a body of 
truth for which we are to contend. He was calling these believers to contend for the 
faith. That’s why he said in verse 3: 

Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we 
share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for 
all entrusted to the saints. 

We’ve been learning that this contending is a fight. It’s a struggle with intense effort 
reminding us that the Christian life is not an invitation to a picnic. It’s a call to a war, and 
the truth is under attack which is why he said, “We are contending for the faith that has 
been entrusted to us. This faith for which we contend is the whole body of absolute 
truth, the gospel, the very foundation of our Christian faith.”  

That truth was under attack in Jude’s day by people that were in the church. It’s no 
different today. People come along with a different gospel who have the pretense of 
being committed to Jesus but in reality are promoting their own agenda, a culture, and a 
message that is more from the world and from the pit than it is from God. Many, many 
Christians get sucked into this because they are not standing strong in the truth. He said 
in verse 4: 

For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly 
slipped in among you. They are godless men who change the grace of our God 
into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. 

“Don’t be deceived by their lies,” Jude said, “They are eroding and attacking God’s 
truth.” Jude reminds these believers that God, through his apostles, had forewarned 
them of these times, to be at watch for these times, to be on guard for these assaults for 
the truth. Verse 17: 

Dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18 

They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own 
ungodly desires.” 19 These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural 
instincts and do not have the Spirit. 

These are people that are teaching falsehood in the name of Jesus, that Jesus is not 
fully God, that holiness is not what he’s calling to, that immorality is acceptable, that you 
are to be more happy than you are holy, and a host of other lies that people telling in the 
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name of Jesus. He said. “These people aren’t of God, and they don’t have the Holy 
Spirit in them. They’re operating out of their own opinions. “Contend for the faith against 
such people,” he said, “Stand up for the truth and live it. You are of God, and you have 
the Holy Spirit living in you.” So don’t retreat in fear. Don’t be deceived or discouraged. 
Evil doesn’t win. Jesus does. In fact, he already has. You’re not losing this fight; you’re 
winning it. God and certain victory is on your side, so stay on the offensive, contend for 
the faith, and keep on advancing the kingdom of God because as Jude reminds us, “We 
contend for the faith when we persevere by staying on the offensive with God.”  

The question is, what is God’s offensive strategy? Well, it’s multifold, but Jude highlights 
two very critical parts of keeping us strong if we are to contend for the faith right here in 
these verses. One is we are to stay on the offensive in our relationship with God, and 
we are to stay on the offensive in our mission for God. We are to persevere by staying 
on the offensive in our relationship with God. Here’s how Jude put it verse 20: 

But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the 
Holy Spirit. 21 Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 

On January 12th, Karla and I will have been married for 32 ½ years. I can tell you that as 
a testimony to God’s grace and the perseverance of a remarkable woman. Now, when 
we got married I was totally in love, and Karla consented to the whole thing. She 
decided to go on along with the ride of her life. I can honestly tell you today that I am 
more in love with her today than I was the day we got married. I know her better now 
than the day we got married. I don’t care how long you’ve known the person you marry, 
you don’t know them well enough, and you don’t know them as well as you’re going to if 
you hang in there and invest. You have to keep growing and going together if a 
marriage is to stay strong. In fact, in marriage, you are either making investments that 
keep your relationship growing or you are slowly drifting apart. There is no neutral in 
relationship. 

That same thing is true in our relationship with God. I don’t care how well you think you 
know God; you and I do not know him well enough. If I’m not growing in my relationship 
with God, I am slowly drifting away from him, and my faith is getting weaker not 
stronger. You can’t contend for the faith unless your faith is rooted in the person of God. 
You cannot have a faith rooted in the person of a God you do not really know that well. 

A.W. Tozer once said, “We are called to an everlasting preoccupation with God.” That’s 
what Jude was calling these Christians to pursue, to stay on the offensive in their 
relationship with God. Don’t let it wain. Don’t let it coast. Don’t take it for granted. Keep 
yourselves growing in relationship with God. No matter how well you know him, you 
don’t know him well enough. The more you know him, the more you’re gonna know of 
this life and the stronger you’re gonna be in contending for the faith. That’s why he said 
in verse 20: 

But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the 
Holy Spirit. 21 Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 

“Build yourselves up in your most holy faith.” That phrase, “build yourselves up” is 
written in a tense that means “keep on doing it.” In other words, “keep on building on the 
foundation that’s been laid.” That’s what the words mean. The foundation is Jesus 
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Christ himself. Relationship with God through faith in Jesus is the sure foundation of 
eternal life. So don’t stagnate. Don’t coast or get lazy. Build on it and keep on building 
on it day by day by day as your highest priority. Satan is counting on the fact that 
Christians will not listen or hear that. 

The “build yourselves up” is plural, meaning not just each individual building themselves 
up but building yourselves up together. As each of you is to be building yourselves up, 
you are to be building each other up in this faith which is foundational to an ongoing, 
deepening relationship with God.  

How does that building happen? Well, he said: 

Build yourselves up in your most holy faith 

We need to build faith and relationship with God in his word. Paul told the Romans that 
faith in Christ comes from hearing the word of Christ. You remember in Romans 10 
verses 16 and 17: 

But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who 
has believed our message?” 17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the 
message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.  

People, if we listen to lies of the world all day long you’re gonna come to believe the 
lies. Faith comes from hearing. Satan knows that strategy. He knows if he can pump 
your head and your mind and your heart full of lies he can get you to believe them. Tell 
a little kid all his life he’s gonna amount to nothing, he’s worthless and useless, what’s 
he gonna grow up to believe?  

Pump young people’s heads full of a lie that they’re nothing more than time plus energy 
plus chance; they weren’t created by a holy God who made them in his image. They’re 
nothing more than a product of evolution out of the primordial slime. Even though there 
is not a shred of justifiable scientific evidence to prove evolution, it is purely a theory, 
our kids grow up believing that lie. Why? Because they’re taught it, and faith comes 
from hearing. But if you listen to God speak to you every day, you drink in his truth, you 
listen to this word that reveals this Jesus of the word and you’ll have a faith that grows 
deeper in the knowledge of him.  

Satan’s offensive strategy is to keep you from this truth, and he’ll use every means at 
his disposal. It is shocking how little time Christians invest to know the God of this word, 
and we wonder why we fall prey to these lies that come sweeping into our lives. Satan’s 
offensive strategy is to keep you from this truth. God’s offensive strategy is to immerse 
you in this truth. That’s why the apostles, like Paul, were always calling people to 
persevere and contend for the faith by standing strong in the word of his grace. 

Do you remember in Paul’s farewell speech to the Ephesian elders in the book of Acts 
Chapter 20? He’s on his way back to Jerusalem. He knows that hardship is awaiting 
him, and he knows that he’s on the beach with these Ephesian elders who are gonna be 
leaders in a very strategic church putting out the gospel to the Roman Empire. He 
knows he’s not gonna see them again on earth, and so what final words does he leave 
these people to remember their mission? Acts 20 verse 22: 
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And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will 
happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that 
prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I consider my life worth nothing 
to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has 
given me—the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace. 

You talk about being entrusted with a sacred trust, Paul had it. Then he said, verse 25: 

Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the 
kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am 
innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the 
whole will of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which 
he bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will 
come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number 
men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 

So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning 
each of you night and day with tears. 

What is the strategy? To be on your guard. It’s a good offense. Listen to verse 32: 

Now I commit you to God and the word of his grace, which can build you up and 
give you an inheritance among those who are sanctified.  

People have asked, “Larry, why would you preach a book like Jude to your 
congregation? Some of this is offensive. It has driven people away. They don’t want to 
hear about sin. They don’t want to hear about deception. They want to hear about being 
happy, and have your best life now, and all these other things. So, why would you 
preach a book like this?” 

Exactly for the reason that Paul committed these elders to preach it because unless you 
are committed to the Lord and the word of his grace and deepening that relationship 
with him, there is no way that we’ll be able to stand in the future deceptions that are 
coming. There is no way. They are too powerful. It is my sacred responsibility and yours 
to be equipped to build ourselves up. Verse 17: 

Dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18 

They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own 
ungodly desires.” 19 These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural 
instincts and do not have the Spirit. 

If we’re not building his word into our lives, we’re not building up our faith or relationship 
with God. “We also need to be praying in the Holy Spirit,” he said. There’s a lot of ways 
you can approach that phrase. In the context of Jude I believe he’s saying, “Pray Spirit-
directed prayers that are driven by truth and the desire to fulfill the will of God and the 
word of God.”  

Remember, God loves us to come and make our requests known to him, but our 
prayers cannot degenerate to pure, “Gimme, gimme, gimme, gimme, gimme,” me-
centered praying. There also has to be a praying that is God-centered where we come 
before God and say, “Lord, I want you to reveal your word to me. I want you to show me 
Jesus today. I want you to show me who you are today. Reveal yourself. Take off the 
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blinders. Remove the deceptions from my life. Make me attuned to the truth and the will 
of God. Help me to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
Help me, God, to hear your voice and to obey it, not to fall prey to the lies of the culture 
which are so loud in my mind. Protect me. Strengthen me. Let me advance the kingdom 
of God,” praying prayers like that in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

I sit in a lot of prayer meetings. I rarely ever hear anybody pray like that. You know there 
are times when things are so hard, so confusing, we feel so under attack for so many 
reasons, circumstances are overwhelming, we don’t even know what to pray. I find it 
very interesting that Paul knew those times. You remember that strategic word he gave 
to the Roman church in Romans 8 verse 26?: 

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words 
cannot express. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit.  

God searches our hearts when we pray these kinds of prayers, and the Spirit of God 
knows what we ought to pray: 

Because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will. 

You see it? The word of God is God’s will revealed, but when we pray in the Spirit we 
are interceding with God according to what God wants done. Even at times so important 
as this that if we don’t even know what to say, we just get before God and say, “Lord, I 
need you. I want you in my life. I need to know what to do in this situation.” The Spirit of 
God will pray for you according to the will of God. When you do that, you are growing 
and building up in your most holy faith. It’s in those times that God often brings his word 
to your mind and strengthens you against the lies of the world.  

But then he said, “We also need to keep ourselves in God’s love.” That’s part of the 
relationship, staying on the offensive. The word “keep” means “to keep watch, to 
preserve.” God loves us. Now we are to live in that love and keep ourselves in it. So 
how do we do that? Obedience to the word of God. Jesus told the disciples in the upper 
room the night before he went to the cross in John 14 verse 15: 

“If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16 And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17 the Spirit 
of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I 
will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world 
will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will 
live. 20 On that day -- (that day when I come to live in you, which is what 
happens when you are born again) --On that day you will realize that I am in 
my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my 
commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me 
will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.” 

People say sometimes, “I don’t feel like God’s very close to me.” 

I say, “Are you living in obedience to everything he is telling you?”  
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It isn’t that God loves you more when you obey, it’s that you experience more of God’s 
love when you obey. He shows himself to us more when we obey. That’s why Jesus 
told his disciples to remain in his love through obeying his commands. John 15 verse 9, 
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.” The 
same thing Jude’s saying. “If you obey my commands you’ll remain in my love, just 
as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I’ve told you this 
so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.”  

So, we are to build ourselves up in the word. We are to pray in the Holy Spirit. We are to 
keep ourselves in God’s love, and then he said “live in the hope of eternal life” verse 21: 

Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to bring you to eternal life. 

Persevere and hope. We’re going to live with Jesus forever. As our lives on this little 
vapor of time on earth draws to an end, we’re not getting closer to the end, we’re getting 
closer to the beginning. What’s waiting for us will make every effort worth it. Our 
relationship with God is not just for now, it’s forever. You have eternal life right now if 
you’re in Jesus, “But wait patiently for God to bring you to the completion of it,” Jude 
said. And his mercy will do it. 

Did you see what Jude was saying? “Stay on the offensive with God through building up 
your faith.” In what? In faith, in love, and in hope. Faith, hope, and love, the three lasting 
virtues that will be ours forever. The stronger we grow in these virtues, the stronger our 
relationship with God and the deeper our resolve to persevere and contend for the faith 
because our faith is rooted in God. We know God is true. 

Not only staying on the offensive in our relationship with God, but we are to persevere 
by staying on the offensive in our mission for God, verse 22: 

Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 snatch others from the fire and save them; to 
others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by 
corrupted flesh. 

I was reading this last week a story of an unusual wedding. It didn’t start out so unusual, 
but it was November 2010, just a couple years ago: 

A wedding party in Glen Elgin, Australia was unexpectedly called into action right 
after the wedding ceremony. While they were posing for pictures on a scenic 
ledge, a woman unrelated to the wedding fell into the water into the ocean behind 
them and started drowning.  

Dressed in his tuxedo, the best man jumped in and brought the woman back 
towards shore. The bride was a trained nurse, jumped in, waded into the water 
and started administering CPR right there in the surf.  

By the time the surf lifesaving volunteers had arrived, the woman had regained 
consciousness, but according to one safety official, the victim was very fortunate 
that the bridal party was there and they acted quickly and got her to the shallows. 

After the daring rescue operation, the drenched but heroic best man, the soaked 
and dirty bride happily returned to the wedding reception and continued on with 
the festivities. 
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An editor who was commenting on that article said: 

In some ways, this unusual event serves as a great image for the calling of every 
local church. We’re dressed up for a party; we call it our worship service. But at 
the same time we’re prepared to dive into mission even when it’s inconvenient 
and dangerous. Worship and mission, loving God and loving others, praising and 
serving. These combinations are not opposites. They form the dual nature of our 
calling. 

God said we are to be in the world but not of it. We are to be so familiar with God and 
who he is that if anyone slips in amongst us and tries to present a gospel that isn’t true 
we recognize it right away. But we are to not look at people who are trapped in lies and 
deceit as the enemy. Satan is the enemy; they are the victims.  

We are in the world; we are not of it. We are not to isolate from lost and dying and sinful 
people. We are to insulate ourselves from their sin. The church is not to be in a retreat 
mode; we are to be in an offense mode. We’re not to stand by and watch people go to 
hell. We are to be fully engaged in God’s mission of saving them. That’s part of God’s 
offensive strategy for his people.  

You know, it’s hard to be taken in by lies and sins of the world if you’re giving yourself 
each day to saving people from the lies and the sins. When we become disengaged 
from God’s involvement in this rescue mission, we become more vulnerable to the lies. 
In fact, we can be even attracted by the world that’s enslaving those who are trapped in 
it. 

Jude called these Christians not to isolate from a world full of danger and falsehood, but 
to engage with God to reach people who are trapped in this, reach them with the truth. 
That’s why he said in verse 22: 

Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 snatch others from the fire and save them; to 
others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by 
corrupted flesh. 

That’s language that says, “Jump off the cliff and go get ‘em.” Well, how are they to do 
this? “Be merciful to those who doubt.” Remember Jude’s distinction between unbelief 
and doubting? Unbelief is when people hear truth and have opportunity to receive the 
truth and to be saved, but they choose to reject it. If they keep rejecting they will be 
destroyed, Jude 5. 

Doubting, on the other hand, is different. The word “doubt,” “Be merciful to those who 
doubt” is a word that means “difference of opinion” or “unable to discern rightly.” 
Doubters are people who have uncertainty for a variety of reasons. They may want to 
believe, but they don’t know how. They don’t even know that they can or even if they 
should. Jude said, “Be merciful to those who doubt. Don’t neglect them. Come 
alongside. Speak the truth. They act the way they do at times because they’re lost, 
they’re unsure, they don’t know the Lord. So come alongside, show them mercy, 
compassion, and love. Don’t condemn them. Help them. Show them who Jesus is and 
what his love looks like.”  

Others,” he said, “snatch from the fire and save them.” In their excellent commentary on 
Jude, Lucas and Green wrote: 
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Jude’s second group has gone further than doubt. They are actually playing with 
fire. They’ve begun to engage with the thinking and lifestyle of those who change 
the grace of our God into a license for immorality, verse 4. And if people are 
convinced that some behavior traditionally denoted as immoral is actually 
acceptable for Christians, they will see no reason to avoid it.  

So the first part of our action must be to appreciate what a deadly position these 
people are in. If the prototypes of Sodom and Gomorrah serve as an example of 
those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire, verse 7, and our friends are 
already playing with fire, then we must think hard about what action we can take 
to help them.  

“We can’t stand by and watch people we love being sucked into lies” is what he’s 
saying. So we snatch them. We seize them. We grab them. We take hold of them just 
as God came and boldly proclaimed the truth to Lot and his family for them to leave 
Sodom and Gomorrah, God wants us to confront people who are going down a path of 
sin to let them know they’re playing with fire. 

People say, “Well, I don’t want to judge them.”  

You’re not judging them. God said, “They’re in sin.” I’m not talking about behavior that 
may or may not be moral or immoral. I’m talking about clear times when they’re going 
down a path that is immoral, that is wrong. It is sinful. It’s against God. It’s a lie. You 
don’t ever have to worry about judging them, God already has.  

He’s asking us to do the thing to snatch them from the fire. Tell them, “Do you realize 
where you’re headed? Do you realize what you’re playing with? You are gonna lose. 
Come back to God before it’s too late.” Jude uses that image of the fire. You can’t stand 
by, watching a building burn when you know people are trapped inside. Jude is saying, 
“You can’t stand by when people are playing with the fire of this deception. You have to 
tell them the error they’re in and call them back. Snatch them from that fire.” 

To others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by 
corrupted flesh. 

Some people have fallen the whole way and are fully engaged in sin. They join with 
those godless men that Jude was talking about. Show mercy mixed with fear. In other 
words, reach out to them in truth and show love and concern, but be careful. The fear,  
the respect, respect for God and respect of what sin can do and don’t get drawn into it. 
Hate the sin, love the sinner.  

Hate even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.  

The word “hate” is a right feeling of total repulsion of evil. “I hate what you’re involved in. 
I don’t want anything to do with it.” You’re not drawn into these things. You see sin, and 
it repulses you.  

Paul told the Galatian churches the same thing in Galatians 6:1, “Brothers, if someone 
is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or 
you also may be tempted.” 
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Mercy mixed with fear, respect, being careful, hating even the clothing that’s stained by 
corrupted flesh. When people stay on the offensive engaged in this mission of reaching 
lost and deceived people and speaking truth into their lives, we are contending for the 
faith, and we are persevering with God.  

You know, there are three jewels in horse racing’s Triple Crown:  the Kentucky Derby, 
the Belmont Stakes, and the Preakness. In 2005, one of the more interesting Preakness 
races was run. With a quarter mile to go, Athlete Alex, one of the favored to win, had  
battled his way to the front of the pack when another horse cut in front of them and their 
heels clipped each other. Athlete Alex stumbled to his knees, buckled his nose, nearly 
went into the dirt. His jockey, Jeremy Rose, somehow hung on. 

“That’s the closest I’ve ever been without falling,” he said. “I thought for sure we were 
going down. My thought process was, ‘I’m gonna get run over.’ Fortunately he came 
right back up underneath me.” Athlete Alex not only recovered, he went on to win the 
race by nearly five lengths.  

Folks, you and I are in a race, and we are not losing. We’re out front. From time to time 
adversity and circumstances are gonna come along, and Satan is going to try to use 
them to trip us up, to make us think we can’t win, that we’re going down when the truth 
is if we stay going we’ve already won. 

Jude said, “Get up and keep going. Stay on the offensive. Don’t believe the lies of the 
world. You’re not losing, you’re winning. You’ve already won.” Jude reminds them to 
persevere and stay on the offensive with God. How are they to do that? They keep 
growing in their relationship with God, and they keep engaged in a mission from God.  

As Paul told the Galatian churches in Galatians 6 verse 7: 

Don’t be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The 
one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; 
the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let 
us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest 
if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.  

When we stay on the offensive in our relationship with God, and stay on the offensive in 
our mission for God, we are persevering with God, contending for the faith, and God will 
bring us safely home victorious. 

Father, I want to thank you for the challenge of this. I know today we don’t have time to 
sing this song at the end, but I want to give as our tribute to you, God, the praise and 
the glory that you deserve for sending us the word of God through the apostles to 
remind us that these deceptions come. They try to trip us up, but they cannot win in this 
race. Evil doesn’t win. Jesus always does, in fact you already have.  

So, I pray you’ll help us to persevere, to contend for this faith. If we don’t do it no one 
will. Thank you for entrusting us with this sacred trust. May we live each day in the light 
of this hope and this victory which is promised in Jesus Christ. We praise you in your 
precious name, Amen. 

 


