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Finding the Joy of  
Christmas 

 
If you have you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to Luke 
Chapter 2. We’re gonna be looking not just at Luke but also today in Matthew Chapter 2 
as we talk about this subject of “Finding the Joy in Christmas.”  

You know, sometimes the Christmas season is a difficult one for a lot of us for a lot of 
different reasons. I know for our family it’s been a little unusual. It’s funny how God 
gives you little moments of joy when you least expect it. We had our oldest grandson, 
Levi, over the other day. He got up in the morning, he came in the bathroom, and I was 
shaving. He said, “Papa, what you doing?” 

I said, “I’m shaving.” He stares at me. I put my shaving cream all over me. 

He looked up and he said, “You look like Santa Claus.” It was such as special moment. 
I’m still laughing about it.  

It’s like last night we had this production here, and our other grandson, Nolan, was here 
with my daughter, Kelsey, and her husband, Jeremy. Nolan’s six months old. He’s 
sitting over there watching all the lights and everything, enjoying that. Afterwards I see 
Jeremy and he said, “Larry, I don’t want you to be offended, but when you started 
talking, Nolan fell asleep.”  

I said, “Well, it’s a lot like that on Sunday mornings. I start talking, people fall asleep, so 
I’m used to it.”  

Anyway, thanks for being here today, even if it’s here to get a little rest that you’ve much 
needed. I was reminded too that it is the season of that, “God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen.” Maybe that’s a Christmas tradition. 

I love the Christmas season as busy as it is. I love to be able to come and celebrate 
with you on this Christmas Sunday. The Christmas story is timeless. It never grows old 
for me. In our family we’ve always have a tradition, since I’ve been in Karla’s family 
actually, of her dad coming to read the Christmas story on Christmas morning. I just 
love it. Anyway, this is the way Luke recorded it for us in Luke 2 verse 8: 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the 
Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 
in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 
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14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 
the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and everyone who heard them were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these 
things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 
had been told. 

Then in Matthew Chapter 2 another group of people who found the joy of Christmas. 
Matthew 2 verse 1: 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and they asked, “Where is the one who has 
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and we’ve come to 
worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 

When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the 
law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” 
they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 
star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a 
careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too 
may go and worship him.” 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had 
seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the 
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of 
gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to 
go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

Let’s pray together. 

Father, this is the heart of the Christmas story. I thank you today that we get to share it 
together with you. There is in this story a secret still being found by those who know 
where to look. I pray today that despite our circumstances of the things we’re going 
through that you would help us today to find the joy of Christmas. And we’ll thank you. 
In your precious name, Amen. 
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I was reading this week about a lady who was doing her last-minute shopping at a 
crowded mall. It said in this article: 

She was tired of fighting the crowds. She was tired of standing in line. She was 
tired of fighting her way down the aisles to look for presents that had been gone 
days ago. She was just plain tired. In her arms was an armload of bulky 
packages, and she was waiting for an elevator door to open. It finally did and the 
elevator was full.  

The occupants of the elevator grudgingly tighten ranks to allow a small space for 
her and her bundles. As the doors closed, the lady blurted out, “Whoever is 
responsible for this whole Christmas thing ought to be arrested, strung up, and 
shot.” 

A few others were nodding their agreement and grunting their approval. But from 
the back of the elevator came this little voice that simply said, “Don’t worry, 
ma’am, they’ve already crucified him.” 

You know, Christmas is one of the few seasons where the celebration can steal the joy 
of what we’re celebrating. If we’re not careful, we can be so caught up in the celebration 
that we actually forget the one whom we’re called to celebrate. Don’t get me wrong, I’m 
not against at all the celebration of Christmas. I for one don’t worry about the over 
commercialization. That’s gonna happen. I love giving the gifts. I love getting them. I 
love the treats and the other things that we do. I love the special services and the 
special expressions. I think all of that enhances it. We give gifts because we’ve been 
given the greatest gift. I mean, there’s no reason why we can’t enjoy this season in all 
those wonderful traditional ways. But in the midst of the celebration, we have to be 
careful or we can miss out on the joy of Jesus’ coming. 

You know, missing out on that joy is not new. The innkeeper is famous. God brings his 
very son to his doorstep. He is overcome by the busyness of running a very crowded 
inn, and apparently he missed the joy of Jesus’ coming. Herod, who was King at the 
time, King of the Jews, was so proud, so overprotective of his kingdom, so wrapped up 
in himself that the Messiah actually comes and he views him as a threat.  

The religious didn’t do a lot better. They had studied the Scriptures. Jesus would say to 
them later, “You diligently study the Scriptures, and that’s good because they 
speak of me, but you refuse to come to me to have life.” Here were the religious 
who were looking forward to the culmination of God’s promised and Messiah arriving. 
He actually comes to them, but their spiritual blindness and their religiosity and their 
own smugness of their ritual prevented them from seeing who he was, and they missed 
it. They missed it. 

Busyness, pride, spiritual blindness, and a host of other grinches are still stealing the joy 
out of Christmas, but they don’t have to. In fact, the Christmas story reminds us that 
Jesus’ coming is still “good news of great joy for all the people.” That joy is still being 
found each Christmas by people who know how to look for it so then no matter what 
circumstances you’re facing, I can tell you there is a joy that cannot be stolen.  

This hasn’t been the easiest Christmas for our family. We have all the usual 
responsibilities, and I’m not at all complaining. My wife’s dad died on Monday. Friday we 
had a graveside service for him. It’s raining, standing out there and trying to get through 
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it together. I can assure you the people that were at that cemetery as officials standing 
by, the people from the funeral home, if you could have heard what they said 
afterwards, I can almost guarantee you they have never heard people standing by a 
graveside singing “Joy to the World, the Lord is Come.” There is a joy in those moments 
that nothing can steal because we have a hope that is beyond this world. That’s the kind 
of joy that Christmas holds for those who know how to find it.  

Luke and Matthew tell us about two groups of people who found the joy of Christmas. 
They are so opposite in so many ways. They are living examples of what the angels 
said, “This is good news of great joy for all the people.”  

The shepherds and the Magi were at opposite ends of everything. There were 
covenantal differences. The shepherds were Jews. The Magi were Gentiles. They 
normally didn’t even associate. There were societal differences. The shepherds were 
the lowest of the low. After the exile in Babylon and Assyria, rabbis brought about a 
striking devaluation of their occupation. Many considered them just slightly above 
thieves. Their testimony wasn’t allowed in a court of law. Respectable people would not 
allow them to come around them. In fact, in their own Midrash, a commentary on 
Psalm 23, the Jewish rabbis wrote, “No position in the world is as despised as that of a 
shepherd.” 

The Magi, on the other hand, were at the opposite end of the social scale. We have no 
idea how many Magi actually came. There were at least two. There could have been 
half a dozen or more. Traditionally we think three because they brought three gifts, but 
there’s no record of that. What we do know about them was they were men of wealth 
and influence. They had the means, the time, and the resource to make that kind of 
journey. When they arrived in Jerusalem, they got immediate audience with King Herod. 
The shepherds and common people of the day wouldn’t even have gotten close to his 
outer court.  

There were economic differences. The shepherds were the poorest of the poor. Many 
times they were a step above a beggar. The Magi were the richest of the rich with not 
only the time and the resources to make that extended journey, but they gave very 
expensive gifts.  

There were educational differences. The shepherds were the common people of the 
land. They had no formal training. Most were illiterate. They couldn’t even read their 
own Scriptures, but the Magi on the other hand, were famed for their knowledge. They 
were the professors and doctors of their day, professors of astrology and math and 
astronomy and religious documents. They were the learned of the learned. 

There were geographical differences. The shepherds were living on a hillside outside 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem. The Magi were from the east, most likely from Babylon or 
Persia.  They would have had a 750 mile journey straight across the desert. Most likely 
they went around the Fertile Crescent, a 1,300 mile journey to stay next to water. It 
could have taken them two years to get to the Holy Land.  

You see, you couldn’t find two groups of people that better illustrate that the message of 
the angels was true: 

I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For to you this 
day in the town of David a Savior has been born. He is Christ the Lord. 
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The shepherds and the wise men came, and they found the joy of Christmas. The true 
joy of Christmas is still there for those who find Jesus. 

Who are those who still find him? Like the shepherds and the wise men, they are those 
who have faith enough to seek him and wisdom enough to worship him. Those who find 
Jesus are those with faith enough to seek him. Listen to what Luke said about the 
shepherds in Luke 2 verse 15: 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and they found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in the manger.  

Listen to what Matthew wrote about the Magi in Matthew 2 verse 1: 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews?  

We really haven’t heard or believed the message until we respond to it. This December, 
and every December, we celebrate one of the great milestones in American engineering 
history. It was on December 17, 1903 that Orville and Wilbur Wright flew their first 
heavier than aircraft 120 feet. The news of that day though really was that the idea 
wasn’t new. In fact, years before the Wright brothers got off the ground at Kitty Hawk, 
mathematicians and scientists had proven that flight was possible. But many people 
who read those facts couldn’t believe that flying could ever become a reality.  

The Wright brothers believed it. They believed that flying could actually happen. They 
believed the facts and the formulas, so using those formulas they built the first flying 
machine. When it became airborne, they demonstrated that you have to trust the facts if 
you’re ever gonna see results. It said in this article I was reading, “The same holds true 
for our Christian lives. We can know a lot of facts about Jesus, but unless we trust and 
obey they do us no good.” 

How many Christmases have come and gone for people who have heard the truth of 
this good news, but have never responded by seeking Jesus? The shepherds and the 
Magi had a faith that caused them to go seeking, and that’s essential. It tells us in the 
book of Hebrews in Chapter 11 verse 6 that “Without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because everyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who diligently (or earnestly) seek him.” 

Many people who say they can’t find God, it’s because they’re not looking. That’s why 
many times when people give me all the excuses why they can’t believe in Jesus after 
I’ve shared this with him, I say to them, “You say you want more information. Is it so you 
can remain an unbeliever and have reasons not to believe? Or is it because you are 
really seeking because you want to believe? Which is it? Because if you’re not willing to 
seek there’s no point of my giving you any more information. You already have enough 
to find him.” 
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The shepherds and the Magi didn’t have much to go on. The shepherds had an angelic 
announcement. The Magi had the Hebrew Scriptures apparently, and they had a star 
they had seen from the east. People say, “Boy, if I had an angel choir sing to me or I 
had a star shine in my night sky, I’d sure believe.” Would you?  

Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, four days dead rotting in the tomb. They rolled 
away the stone. He said, “Lazarus, come forth,” and a dead man came alive and 
walked out of the tomb.  

You know what it says after that in John 11? “Still there were some who refused to 
believe in him.”  

Jesus said, “If you don’t believe Moses who wrote about me, then you won’t 
believe the miracles if you see them.” It always comes back to the word of God. You 
see, that’s why I love reading what Peter wrote. Peter had some pretty amazing 
experiences with God, but he said it was the word of God that was better than an 
angelic announcement or a star appearing in the east. Second Peter 1 verse 16: 

We didn’t follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For 
he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him 
from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we 
were with him on the sacred mountain. 

It was the time of the Transfiguration. Not only had Peter spent countless hours with 
Jesus traveling and watching the miracles, but then he was on the mountain of 
Transfiguration. Peter is writing to a group of people struggling with their faith because 
they’re going through persecution. They hadn’t seen Jesus with their own eyes many of 
them, and they’re wondering, “Why should we keep believing?”  

Peter is saying, “I saw him with my own eyes. More than that, I saw him transformed 
before me. Elijah was there. Moses was there. And not only that, I heard God speak 
from heaven and he said, ‘This is my son in whom I’m well pleased. Listen to him.’ 
We had all of that. I can tell you it’s real. I have faith rooted in what I’ve seen and 
heard.” But then he went on to say in verse 19, “We have something better than that,” 
Peter said: 

And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to 
pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and 
the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no 
prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. 21 For 
prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

Peter said, “I’ve seen all this stuff. I’ve heard God’s voice speak to me on a mountain. I 
know he’s real. I know Jesus is real. I know it’s all true, but don’t just trust what I’m 
telling you. Know that God has recorded this word down. He’s made it more certain. 
This isn’t going to change. You don’t have to have your faith based on a voice you 
heard and then wondered two weeks later if you really heard it. You can pick this up 
every day and read it and know that God is still speaking his eternal word to you. You’d 
do well to pay attention to it,” he said, “like you would a light shining in a dark place.” 
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People, when you’re in a dark place and a light comes on, it’s hard to avoid it. In fact, 
people are attracted to the light. It helps us to see where we’re going, to see what’s in 
front of us. Peter said, “You’d do well to pay attention to this word like a light shining in a 
dark place. You want it. You need it. You look for it. You’re glad you have it. You keep 
seeking Jesus in this light until this Morning Star rises in your hearts. Keep looking for 
this Jesus like a man in the night looks for the dawn to come. When you find this Jesus, 
you won’t need a star to lead you to this joy. You will have the star living in you, the 
Morning Star rises in your hearts. And when you know by faith that this Jesus lives in 
you and that you will see him and live with him forever, you have found joy that cannot 
be stolen.”  

I’ve never seen Jesus with these eyes, but I can tell you I believe in him. That joy I’m 
talking to you about is real. It’s real. It’s why I love what Peter said in 1 Peter 1 verse 8: 

Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see 
him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 
9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

The joy of Christmas is knowing that you have found Jesus. You have sought him and 
you have found him. He lives in you, and you are gonna live with him forever. People 
who seek Jesus find the joy of Christmas. Not only those with faith enough to seek him, 
but the joy of Christmas is found in Jesus by those who have wisdom enough to worship 
him.  

Listen to the way Luke recorded what the shepherds did in verse 16. Luke 2 verse 16: 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 
the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

Remember what the Magi said?: (Matthew 2) 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had 
seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the 
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. 

I was reading a story of a little boy who came to his father. He said, “Dad, who made 
God?” 

The father, engrossed in the evening paper responded, “Beats me, son.” 

The little boy would not be put off, “Dad, why is the earth round?” 

The dad answered, “I don’t know, son.” 

The boy played for a minute then he asked, “Dad, is there life on other planets?” 

The father patiently answered, “Nobody knows the answer to that, son.” 
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Finally, the boy asked his father, “Dad, do you mind me asking you all these questions?” 

The father put down his paper and he said, “Why, not at all, son. How else are you 
gonna learn anything?” 

That boy learned that if he wanted to know anything he needed to get a different source. 
If we want to find wisdom, we need a different source.  

What is true wisdom and where do you find it? Well, true wisdom is not found in the 
council of human opinion. It’s found in the council of the eternal God. That’s why Job, 
who probably went through as tough a time as any of us will face, wrote in Job 28:28. 
He said, “The fear of the Lord—that is wisdom, and to depart from evil (or to shun evil) 
is understanding.’” In other words, Job said, “To live in awe and respect and reverence 
and worship of this God and to hold him in high esteem, no matter what you’re facing, 
no matter what your losses, no matter how inexplicable your circumstances, if you keep 
your eyes on this God and continue to believe in him and live in reverence for him with 
him above everything else, that will change the way you live. You will shun evil. You will 
live good and not evil. You will have wisdom. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom.” 

Modern man, in many ways has superior intelligence and ever decreasing wisdom. In 
fact, when Paul was writing to the Roman church, Rome prided itself for its knowledge. 
To many, the gospel seemed trite and almost unbelievable, for ignorant people. So 
when Paul wrote the gospel to the Romans to the church to encourage them, this is 
what he wrote Romans 1 verse 18: 

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness. 

Isn’t that interesting? Trust has to be suppressed if Satan is ever going to win. Because 
if truth gets out, it will steal people’s hearts so it has to be suppressed. How is it 
suppressed? Well, listen to this. Romans 1 verse 19: 

Since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it 
plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his 
eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from 
what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

No one will ever be able to say, “God, I didn’t know you existed.” 

He’d say, “Did you ever see a sunset or a sunrise? Did you ever notice how the 
sun came up every day, the stars remain in their place? Did you ever see the face 
of a baby? You’re seeing my hand at work in all of that. No, you knew I existed. 
You just didn’t want me, so you have no excuse. My eternal power and divine 
nature are clearly seen in the things that have been made. Do not be deceived by 
those who suppress that truth by their wickedness.” 

By the way, if you ever wonder what God thought about evolutionary theory, you’ve got 
it right there. It is the suppression of truth by wickedness. Then God said: 

21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks 
to him. 
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They weren’t ignorant. They knew God, but they neither glorified him as God nor gave 
thanks to him. They didn’t worship him: 

But their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 

Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools. 
25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created 
things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 

God said, “I give you all of creation so you can know I exist.” 

What does mankind do? Mankind looks at all creation says, “Mama! Earth is my 
mother.” Really? I’ve been called uglier than dirt but I can tell you this, earth is not my 
mama. And it’s not yours either. You are created in the image of a holy God, and the 
more you seek this God, the more you worship him, the wiser you become. Wisdom is 
being able to see all that God has made and to hear a message that God has sent and 
to respond in worship and obedience. Otherwise, we can have all the intelligence and 
education we want and we’re nothing more than smart fools. 

The shepherds and the Magi were always wise men because when they saw what God 
did and they heard what God said, they responded in obedience and they came to 
worship him. Worship is the expression of worth, how we live, how we respond, the 
depth of our seeking, the level of our obedience. All of that is an expression of what God 
is worth to us.  

None of us are perfect. We are far from it. We are sinners and we have a Savior. But 
honestly, when people who know you look at your life they see your priorities. They see 
how you spend your time. They see what you value, what you invest in. When they see 
how you worship and what you worship, what would the people who watch your life and 
my life say that God is worth to us? Would people watching our lives say, “God is of 
ultimate worth to those people?” Anybody following the shepherds or the Magi to the 
place where they found Jesus would’ve had a trail of devotion they’d have been 
following because the shepherds and the Magi let nothing keep them from their worship.  

The shepherds knelt next to a manger and looked and worshiped the baby. They left 
glorifying and praising God for that. It says the Magi were overjoyed when the star 
stopped over the house. I don’t want to shatter anybody’s traditional Christmas card 
thinking, but it’s highly doubtful that the Magi arrived at the manger. Herod had inquired 
the exact time the star appeared and had all the babies two years old and under (killed), 
according to the time he heard. The Magi apparently had been on the road for two 
years. By the time they got to Bethlehem or Jerusalem and the star stopped over the 
house, he was probably a toddler. They bowed down and worshiped a two-year-old. 
Amazing devotion. They showed up by their obedience, their reverence, by their praise, 
and their gifts.  

People, true wisdom is not measured by what you know, it’s measured by who you 
know and whether or not you are responding and attributing to him ultimate worth 
through your praise and obedience. When Jesus was born, two groups of very wise 
men found the joy of Christmas. Wise men and women still do. They find the joy of 
Christmas. 
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I was reading this last week the story of Philip Smith. I don’t know if you’ve ever heard 
of him. He is considered by many to be the finest classical trumpeter in the world. He 
normally plays for the New York Philharmonic, and for more than 30 years he has 
wowed audiences and sold out auditoriums at almost every place he’s played in the 
world with some of the finest bands and orchestras ever put together. In fact, when 
Philip Smith plays, people who are in the know make it very difficult to even get a ticket 
to one of his events. 

He is apparently a vibrant Christian. If you go on his website you can not only hear 
amazing music, you can be directed to inspirational verses of Scripture and testimony. I 
was reading an article written about him a few years ago, and it told a little bit about his 
background. Here’s what it says: 

Two things Smith feels helped him achieve success: His love of and dedication to 
his craft; and his work for the betterment of humanity as mandated by the 
Salvation Army. Smith’s first public performances were with the Salvation Army 
where his father was bandmaster of the Army Staff Band.  

This Christmas, Philip Smith will be where he was last Christmas and probably 
the 30 Christmases prior to that, outside a department store or a supermarket in 
his Salvation Army uniform playing carols. Hours after hours his golden trumpet 
will be urging shoppers to drop change into the Salvation Army kettle. His cap will 
be pulled down tight. Few will recognize him. Teenagers will continue to tease 
him, and people will walk by into the store paying him no mind. Not a soul will 
know how difficult it is to even get a ticket to hear this man play. “Joy to the 
World” will never sound so good. 

When I read that I thought, “Could someone so famous, so sought after, so 
accomplished appear on a street corner and people not recognize who is really there 
among them?” Yes, they actually can. Smith says it happens to him every year, and it 
happens to Jesus every year too.  

Those too busy, too proud, too distracted, too uninformed, too overwhelmed, too self-
righteous, too troubled, too whatever to be absorbed in whatever’s going on around 
them to even pause to ask the question, “Who is this Jesus, and why are we having this 
celebration?” But those who do will find the joy the others miss because the joy of 
Christmas is Jesus. The joy he talks about and the angels sang about that night, the joy 
the shepherds found and the Magi found are still being found by those with faith enough 
to seek him and wisdom enough to worship him. In fact, the secret to finding this 
Christmas joy is so simple it’s hard to miss unless you’re not listening. 

Let’s take a moment and watch this little video.  

(Video begins. A man is narrating and the picture is a scene from the 40s of an old 
piano in a family home with many loving pictures placed on top of the piano of a young 
mother, her young son, church congregation, an older mother . . .) 

My mama told me something when I was growing up and it has forever changed 
my life. She played the piano at our little church at 3rd and Pine Street for 37 
years. She tried to teach me to play the piano, but I wasn’t very good. She would 
teach me the names of the notes, what a major key is, what a minor key is. She 
tried to teach me musical theory, but I was just bored. 
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Then one day she told me that the best news in the world is found by playing a 
simple scale on the piano. I had no idea what she meant, so she told me, “Play 
an eight note scale.” So I did. (Playing notes going up the scale C, D, E, F, G, A, 
B, C sounds like “Do, re, mi, fa, so, la, te, do.”) 

I said, “How is that good news?” 

She said I played it incorrectly and that I needed to play it the other way. So I did. 
(Playing notes going down the scale “do, te, la, so, fa, mi re, do.”)  

Again, I said, “How is that good news?” 

She said I played it the right way, but I needed to add the pauses. 

“The pauses?” 

“The pauses. Add them on the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 6th, 7th, and the last note.” 

Now I was frustrated and said, “How can eight notes with random pauses be the 
best news in the world?” Then I got up, walked away, and went outside. Frankly, 
I didn’t care what she was talking about. I didn’t like playing the piano anyway. 

Well, years later my mama got sick and passed away. As I was thinking about 
her, I remember what she told me about the piano. Not only that, I still 
remembered the notes she told me to pause, the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 6th, 7th, and the last 
note. So I sat down at her piano and played the scale with the pauses. (With 
pauses plays the song “Joy to the world, the Lord is come.”) And that’s when I 
realized the good news she was talking about. (Video ends) 

The message hasn’t changed. That joy is still being found by people who find Jesus. 
Have you found him? He is ready to be born in every heart, but you gotta let him in and 
then you’ll know what the angels sang was right. It’s “good news of great joy for all the 
people.” 

Father, thank you that coming to Jesus doesn’t make our circumstances instantly better. 
All of our problems don’t go away. We still carry burdens and at times feel our hearts 
are heavy, but there is a joy deep inside that cannot be lost. It’s the joy that only you 
bring. 

Today, Lord, I ask that every person here will know with certainty that they have Jesus 
Christ living in them. “Joy to the world, the Lord is come,” and we give you thanks for 
that. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


