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December 30, 2012 
Romans 3:19-21 

Pastor Gary West 
 

Sin? Cross? Impact? 
 
Some of you may not know the Community Outreach Center is an outreach of this 
church to the low income and homeless of the Antioch and the surrounding community. 
It started in 1997 in the present location at “C” and 19th in Antioch. We do a church 
service every weeknight followed by a large hot meal, and then there are many other 
ministries going on to endeavor to go deeper with everybody who comes and shows up 
for dinner. So many other ministries going on.  

We are praising God for the acquisition of a new COC building. Preparations for the 
opening are moving quickly and it may be just a few months. Nobody knows for sure at 
this point I’m sure. I’m told that you will have an opportunity to walk through that building 
later when we have our grand opening. There will be many opportunities to serve then. 
There are many opportunities to serve now. I just want to encourage you.  

We’re gonna listen to Carol’s testimony. She’s part of the Gospel Outreach Ministry. 
Let’s just listen. 

(PowerPoint begins with Carol’s voice reading the following:) Several months 
ago, a good friend invited me to join the COC Visitation Team that reaches out to 
the lost of Antioch. I was reluctant and afraid because I felt that sharing my faith 
was not a spiritual gift God had given me. But the very first time out, through the 
abundant grace of God and the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, I was able 
to share with someone about the love of Jesus.  

God relieved my fears right then and showed me that serving him is not about 
me and what I do for him, but it’s all about him and what he wants to do in and 
through me. I’ve been a Christian for 25 years. Since that time, I’ve attended 
church regularly, been to countless Bible studies, attended numerous ladies 
retreats, but have grown more spiritually in the last six months since I’ve been on 
the Visitation Team than in all those 25 years. 

I still don’t believe I have the gift of evangelism, but realize that God wants all of 
us to tell others about his Son. He empowers us to do it if we just ask him. I was 
afraid to tell others about Jesus until God revealed to me that all I have to do is 
be emptied of myself and trust that he will fill me with his presence and give me 
the words he wants me to speak. He does it every time. 

Telling the lost about Jesus is the most beautiful act of serving I have ever done, 
and I am so thankful that God has given me the privilege to serve him in this way. 
It’s amazing. (PowerPoint ends) 

It’s amazing. You can clap. You can go and meet Carol. She should be at one of the 
tables this morning after the service. There is a wonderful transformation going on there 
and with so many. 
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Paul told Philemon, “I pray that you may be active sharing your faith, so that you will 
have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.” Something happens. 
Our understanding of what we have in Christ deepens when we are active sharing our 
faith.  

Someone has said that if your Christianity is dull and boring, begin sharing your faith 
with family, friends, and others, and it won’t be dull and boring anymore. It will be 
exciting.  

I want to invite you to come out with the teams that do go out. They meet at the Antioch 
campus every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday mornings at 9 AM and every Friday 
night there are teams going out. Now there are teams going out Monday afternoons to 
Brentwood, so that’s exciting. Many of the people we visit are connected to the COC, 
and we’re endeavoring to go deeper with them, learn more of their story. Some we do 
door-to-door, some random contacts along the way, and people’s lives are being 
impacted.  

There are several other ministries represented out front at the tables today. I just want 
to encourage you. I know it’s a cold day. The heaters are blazing out there behind the 
tables, and if you get close enough to the table you can feel the heat and consider 
signing up if God put that on your heart if you’re interested in exploring ministry at the 
COC. I would say this to the Antioch campus that I don’t think we have tables there, but 
if you are interested in knowing more about how to serve at the COC, please just 
contact Pastor Dennis. He will make sure that connection is made, and we will call you 
and connect with you.  

Let me pray again. 

Lord, we can’t pray too much. I just pray that, again, you would stir our hearts to be 
focused on you, open to you, receptive and willing and surrendered and ready to do 
whatever you ask us to do. Lord, I pray you draw us closer to you, that you deepen in 
our hearts a recognition of the grandeur of what you did on the cross, deepen our 
appreciation for you, our love for you, and our desire to serve you. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.  

These lights are really strong, and I can see the silhouettes of a lot of people out there. I 
know you’re out there. I can’t see your eyeballs, but I trust you are there and God is 
good.  

I was brought up going to church as a kid as many of us. When my dad left I was 15. 
Mom didn’t have the strength anymore to make us go to church, so we stopped. For 
some years I didn’t go to church, didn’t want to go to church. But in my early 20s I 
began to ask some big questions very seriously like, Why are we here? Where do 
people go when they die? I really wanted to know. I really believed there was no 
answer; there could not be just one right way.  

I was open to just about anything in my pursuit, but someone challenged me to 
recognize that I wasn’t open to Christianity. I was not open to reading the Scriptures and 
the life of Christ. So with that challenge, I felt the necessity to give the Scriptures an 
objective look. I began to read and pray. I looked at the Gospels, I read through the life 
of Jesus and began to just look at his life and ask the question, Who was he really? 
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First-hand view. I remember praying this prayer. I’d come home from work every day 
and for at least two hours I’d read and I’d pray, and this was the prayer I prayed: 

God, and I don’t even know that you’re there, but if this Jesus is for real, if this is 
true, then I know you’re bigger than my skepticism and you’re big enough, you’re 
able to show yourself to me. I’d like that.  

I continued to read and pray and scrutinize the life of Jesus. I can tell you that the story 
of God visiting the planet through Jesus became compelling to me. I could not 
responsibly deny the compelling evidence for his life, the historical evidence, the 
archaeological evidence, the number and age of the existing manuscripts, the evidence 
of the prophecies fulfilled, all that documenting the reliability, the authenticity of this 
Bible not to mention the strong impression that the book was beginning to make on my 
heart as I could not deny conviction over sin and a sense of need for a Savior.  

For me, that search culminated one night where I was blown away realizing that God 
was answering my prayer. He was showing himself to me, and I felt, I sensed through 
the Scriptures through looking at the cross that he was saying to me, “Gary, I love you. 
I forgive you, and there is nothing you’ve ever done or nothing you could ever do 
that is stronger than my desire and my power to forgive you.” I knew I needed 
forgiveness, and I knew that night I was forgiven.  

I knew I was loved, and all I wanted to do for the rest of my life was for my life to be a 
“thank you” back to him for accepting me, for forgiving me, for allowing me to belong to 
him. That was the beginning of a new life with Christ, following him, serving him. My 
world was turned upside down in a great way, but I noticed many who knew more of the 
story than I did who seemed unaffected by it. God visiting the planet, living, dying, and 
coming alive to save us, to provide relationship, and rescue from the penalty of our sin 
didn’t seem to mean a lot to so many.  

For most in church, it seemed to me it was no more than a social club and discussions 
about the Bible and Christ and his mission. His call on our lives seemed to be an 
anomaly or even an intrusion. I came to see that for many who professed to be 
Christian, the story has never gone beyond skin deep and profession of faith, that is, a 
verbal claim to Christianity doesn’t mean it’s so. In fact, the term “Christian” is a very 
watered-down term today. It can mean any number of things to different people and be 
a far cry from the real thing. The late A.W. Tozer, a well-respected pastor and author, 
man of wisdom, love for Christ and for the church, wrote: 

It is my opinion that tens of thousands of people, if not millions have been 
brought into some kind of religious experience by accepting Christ, and they 
have not been saved. 

The late pastor D. James Kennedy, who designed the famous Evangelism Explosion 
course, said: 

The vast majority of people who are members of churches in America today are 
not Christians. I say that without the slightest fear of contradiction. I base it on 
empirical evidence of 24 years of examining thousands of people. 
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Wow. Josh McDowell, who wrote Evidence that Demands a Verdict, and Ron Luce, who 
is the founder of Teen Mania Ministries and the Acquire the Fire youth rallies around the 
world, and a host of other leaders working with youth and adults confer that there is an 
epidemic of people whose profession of faith in Christ has made no difference in their 
behaviors or attitudes. Too many who claim Christianity but whose Christianity is not 
true Christianity.  

Strong language from reputable, integrous people. I don’t share this to cause undue 
doubt in any of our hearts regarding our own faith, but it is a challenge to all of us to 
examine our faith, to test it. Paul said, “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in 
the faith. Test yourselves.” It’s something that we are supposed to do. It would be a 
tragedy of tragedies to presume that we’re okay with God, to take a good look on the 
inside in the light of his word, and end our days deceived thinking that we’re right with 
him when we’re not. 

I’ve made an observation: How one views sin will determine how one views the value of 
the cross and will determine the level of impact Christ has in someone’s life. A low view 
of sin, a low view of the cross, low or no impact. But a right view of our sin will foster 
greater appreciation for what Christ did on the cross and result in a changed life, in a life 
in process, changing. Desires will change. 

Last year I got busted on my way to a prayer meeting. I just picked up a friend, and I 
was on my way to the Antioch campus to a prayer meeting traveling 15 miles an hour 
over the speed limit. The moment I saw the lights flashing in my rearview mirror, I knew 
I was guilty. I looked at my speedometer right away. I saw it. Pulled the car over, officer 
walked to the side of the window. I brought the window down, and the very first thing I 
said was, “I’m guilty.” Not exactly the words you want to speak right away if you’re 
hoping to slide out of that thing, but I was guilty. I had no excuse. I had broken the law. I 
quietly hoped the officer would cut me some slack. After all, it was only 15 miles over 
the speed limit. Seemed to be the flow. Everyone else was doing it, but he proceeded to 
write the ticket.  

I didn’t like the fact that I got pulled over by the law enforcer and was given a ticket that 
cost me a lot of money and inconvenience, but it’s life. It happens to almost everyone 
sometime. Nobody’s perfect. I wrote the check, sent it in, moved on with life, didn’t lose 
any sleep over it.  

Many people treat their sin and their approach to God the same way. Nobody’s perfect. 
We all make mistakes. We are guilty. We pay a fine. Nothing a few Hail Mary’s or a few 
good deeds won’t take care of, and we move on in life without losing sleep over it. No 
alarm. No concern of having to give an account to a holy God. It’s just like we’ve 
committed some kind of heavenly traffic violation.  

We need to set our compass to God’s word. The word “sin” in scripture is an archery 
term which means “missing the mark,” “missing the bullseye,” and it leaves the 
impression that we are aiming for it. Truth is that we aren’t aiming at the bullseye when 
we sin. We are aiming in the opposite direction and are taking matters into our own 
hands. When I do something I know is wrong and I excuse myself, saying, “It is no big 
deal. It’s a small thing. God understands. I’m not perfect. I’m only human,” I am  
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choosing to aim in the opposite direction and giving myself permission to do so. That is 
an abuse of grace. That’s rebellion. I’m rejecting God’s way and choosing my way over 
his. I’m telling him, “My way is better.” That’s revolt. 

We need to be careful that our view and our perspective, our attitude towards sin isn’t 
desensitize by the voices of our culture, voices who boast of sin, voices who make 
mockery of sin, voices who often at best trivialize sin. We need to set our compass on 
God’s word. When God says that sin is so serious that it necessitated the cruel, bloody 
death of his innocent son, it should be serious to us as well.  

The Bible says that we are under God’s wrath unless we qualify. Unless we get credit 
for the work Christ did, we are all doomed. Many people, even in the churches, have 
cropped out all the passages of Scripture that teach about God’s wrath and judgment. 
But we can’t do that and be honest and responsible to the Scriptures. God is loving. All 
we need to do is linger at the cross and take a good look at the life of Christ, and 
despite all the questions we have, all the baffling unknowns, we cannot walk away and 
deny that God doesn’t love us. We know he is a God who loves us dearly, and yet he 
will not wink at sin. Our sin will be judged. Until we get credit for what Christ did, we are 
under God’s wrath.  

Romans 1:18 said, “The wrath of God is revealed against,” and then he lists in the next 
two and a half chapters what the wrath of God is against. In Chapter 1 he deals with the 
demonstrative immorality, the vile, and those who even celebrate defiance against God. 
We see a lot of it in our society. In Chapter 2 Paul deals with those who would be 
cheering him on as he went through the list in Chapter 1. “We got your back on that, 
Paul.” 

And yet he turns on them and he says, “You are also under the wrath of God. 

Chapter 2 he called that group “hypocrites.” They thought they were exempt from God’s 
wrath because of certain privilege, yet inwardly they were no different than anyone else. 
They were the finger pointers of the day, many of them going by the rules on the outside 
but living with greed and lust and jealousy and envy and covetousness on the inside.  

The internal struggle with sin we all have. Our thoughts, our motives is often more 
insidious, easier to hide, even in the church. We can perform on the outside, get the 
positive strokes from others concerning how good we are and begin to believe it 
ourselves, or we can compare ourselves with others who aren’t doing quite as well. It’s 
easy to do that and make ourselves feel better. This often becomes a very dangerous 
diversion. It keeps us from identifying our own sin, dealing with our own sin, and the 
need for a cross and for many the need for salvation.  

I meet people all the time who don’t think they have done much wrong, a low view of 
sin, a low view cross, low or no impact. Focused on the severe wrong of others and 
comfort themselves with the idea that they would never do that, yet they may have 
discontent in their hearts over coveting what someone else has or there may be 
jealousy or envy. One lady prided herself it in that she was devout and good, but when 
the anger over her sister came up she’d vented venom and unforgiveness, bitterness. 

Paul here in Romans in the first three chapters is leveling the playing field. He’s 
addressing every person, every background, every lifestyle, the highest of the moral 
and responsible and the lowest most vile and irresponsible, to tell us that sin is serious 
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in God’s eyes. All of us are under God’s wrath. No, not one is righteous. And he 
completes his point in verse 19 by saying, “Now we know that whatever the law says, it 
says to those who under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole 
world held accountable to God.” 

“Every mouth silenced.” The result of the law is intended to silence us, to put a clamp on 
all the justifying and all the rationalizing, all the excuses. Then in verse 20 he says, 
“Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, 
through the law we become conscious of our sin.” 

It was through the law I was becoming very conscious of my sin previous to the light 
going on in my life and the grace of God. In the months leading up to my salvation, I 
was daily reading and praying, but I wasn’t getting it. I was frustrated. When I saw the 
scriptures, when I read them, every day there was a standard there that I couldn’t live 
up to as hard as I tried. For the first time in my life I was trying as hard as I could to live 
up to the standard.  

I began going to church and seeing peace on the faces of some of the people, and I 
thought, “How could they have that peace? Are they so good? Are they living up to the 
standard, and I’m just a miserable failure? I can’t cut it. I’ll never make it. Or were they 
posing?” The word was beating me down, and then it started to come to me. I began to 
see no one can measure up. Only Christ measured up. I saw the law was having its 
intended result in my heart as I struggled facing my heart in the light of God’s word.  

Paul says “The law was put in charge as a tutor, as a schoolmaster, as a coach to lead 
us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.” The law was given to show us our 
inability to do it and our need for the one who did, the Savior. Now we know that 
whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law so that every mouth may 
be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore, no one will be 
declared righteous in his sight by observing the law, rather it’s through the law we 
become conscious of our sin.  

“But now,” in verse 21, “But now.” One of the greatest transitional words in the human 
language, “but.” It has the power to erase everything said before it, coming after bad 
news. It is a welcome word. “But the train was derailed at high speed.” “But remarkably 
no one was hurt.” “You have cancer, but there’s a cure.” “Your wife was in a serious car 
accident, but she’s okay.”  

Sometimes the “but” doesn’t come, but here after Paul documents one of the darkest 
descriptions in the Bible of the condition of man before a holy God, after declaring all of 
us are guilty, all are in dire condition facing sure judgment, he says, “But now”: 

But now a righteousness from God, apart from the law, has been made known, to 
which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness from God comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  

It must be a righteousness from him. It must be given. It must be furnished, provided, 
offered by him, because we could never manufacture it. What we need is we need 
credit for what Christ did. What we need is his righteousness credited to us.  
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Paul in Colossians 1:22, “He has reconciled you by Christ’s body through death (the 
cross) to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.” We 
have to be presented holy in his sight, without blemish, free from accusation. How is 
that going to happen? How is he ever going to see holiness in me? That was the 
question I tormented over as I was looking in the mirror of God’s word, and no matter 
how hard I tried I couldn’t make myself holy. How are we going to be in his sight without 
blemish? I have blemishes on my blemishes that are on my blemishes, and it goes on 
and on and on. And you know it in yourself as well. I’m not saying you know it in me. My 
wife knows in me. 

How in the world is God gonna make me to be without blemish? Paul says, “Christ went 
to the cross so you and I could be presented holy in his eyes.” But not everyone will be 
presented holy. He went to the cross so we could be presented without blemish and 
free from accusation, but not everyone will be presented without blemish and free from 
accusation. Paul said to the Thessalonians, “Christ came to rescue us from the coming 
wrath,” but not everyone will be rescued. We are under God’s wrath unless we qualify. 
Christ came to save all, but not all will be saved. He came to provide forgiveness for all, 
but not all will be forgiven. In fact, many will not be forgiven. Even many good people 
doing good things in the name of Jesus won’t be forgiven. 

Matthew 7, one of the more sobering passages in all of God’s word. Jesus in the 
Sermon on the Mount in the context of warning false prophets in verse 20 Jesus says,  

By their fruit you will recognize them. 
21 Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 

Many will say to me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?” 23 

Then I will tell them plainly, “I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!” 

These are people prophesying, teaching, exhibiting power by driving out demons and 
performing miracles in the name of Jesus, and yet Jesus tells them, “I never knew you. 
Away from me.” 

Doing great things in the name of Jesus yet rejected, wow. It may be wrong, likely 
wrong selfish motives. Maybe they were all about works and placing their hope entirely 
in their works and how good they were, performance. But one thing is for sure they 
didn’t have a relationship. He didn’t know them, and they didn’t know him. 

Just previous to this passage in verse 13 Jesus says: 

Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road 
that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate 
and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.  

Now, this is in direct opposition to what we hear propagated widely in spiritual 
discussions in our culture and in many churches that everyone gets. “Don’t worry, be 
happy. Don’t sweat it. It will all work out okay in the end.” And yet it is clear, according to 
Jesus it won’t all work out. It won’t be okay in the end for so many. He gives us choice 
and so many choose to travel the wide road. 
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To be right, to get credit, to be in relationship with him, what’s needed? How do we get 
credit for what Christ did? We get credit by believing, by trusting. But now a 
righteousness from God has been made known. This righteousness from God comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. We get credit by believing.  

Belief is a biblical term often misused and abused today. It doesn’t mean believing and 
that I acknowledge something to be true. We all acknowledge many things to be true in 
our hands, but it doesn’t change us. The Bible says the demons acknowledge Jesus to 
be true. They acknowledge that he is the true Messiah. They know he has the keys to 
death and Hades and the power to send them into the abyss. They believe. They’re not 
saved.  

Belief that saves is born out of a recognition that “I need salvation. I need forgiveness,” 
and it is trusting that he is the only one who can provide it.  

The psalmist said, “If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? But 
with you there is forgiveness.” In Christ alone there is forgiveness for those who believe, 
who trust him. 

When I acknowledge my sin and I ask him to forgive me and come and to lead me, I’m 
trusting that the power of his work on the cross is bigger than any and all sin that I’ve 
ever done or will ever do, and that he forgives me. If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive and to cleanse from all unrighteousness. It’s from the joy of knowing 
that I’m forgiven. It’s from the joy of knowing that I belong, that I’m in his family, that I’m 
loved comes the desire to please him, comes the desire to want to live for him. My 
salvation, our salvation, means something. His death on the cross means something. 
You can never be the same once his love breaks through.  

I can’t count the number of times that I’ve shared the gospel of salvation with people 
who have acknowledged agreement and have prayed but had no conviction of sin or 
any sense of need to change. Faith in Christ carries in itself a renunciation, a forsaking, 
a repulsion of the very things that Christ went to the cross to save us from. If there is no 
recognition of the seriousness of sin and a sense of need for forgiveness and change, 
it’s likely God is not in that. 

I’m not talking about living a perfect life. We’re not talking about cleaning up our act 
before we turn our lives over to him. Someone has said that he catches the fish before 
cleaning them. We come as we are, blemishes at all. But there should be a willingness 
to turn from our sin as he gives us the strength to do it. Relationship begins at the cross. 

As I look at my faith today, I encourage you to look at your faith today. Can I say I’m 
setting my compass to God’s word? Whose voice would I have to say has most sway in 
my life? Whose voice am I listening to? Has my view of sin and the value that I place on 
the cross become in any way desensitized by the voices, the noise, the clatter of our 
culture and its watered-down view? Or am I nurturing by prayer and reading God’s 
word? Am I nurturing an ear, a sensitivity to his voice? Am I nurturing a growing 
appreciation for Christ and the cross and relationship with him? It really depends on 
what we are listening for. We can train our ears.  
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Tim Hansel in his book When I Relax I feel Guilty writes: 

An American Indian was in downtown New York walking with his friend who lived 
in New York City. Suddenly he said, “I hear a cricket.” 

“Oh, you’re crazy,” his friend replied. “No, you don’t hear cricket, man.” 

“I do. I hear a cricket. I’m sure of it.” 

“Hey, man, listen, it’s noon hour. There are people bustling around, cars honking, 
taxis squealing, noises from the city. I’m sure you can’t hear it.” 

“I’m sure I do. I am sure I do.” He listened attentively and then he walked to the 
corner across the street. He looked all around, and finally on the corner he found 
a shrub in a large cement planter. He dug beneath the leaves and found a 
cricket. His friend was astounded, but the Cherokee said, “No, my ears are no 
different than yours. It simply depends on what you’re listening to. Here, let me 
show you.” He reached into his pocket and pulled out a handful of change, a few 
quarters, some dimes and nickels and some pennies and he dropped them on 
the concrete. Every head within a block turned. “You see what I mean,” he said 
as he picked up the coins. “It all depends on what you’re listening for.”  

How much am I listening for him? As we face another year coming soon, we’re right at 
the break of 2013, a great question ask ourselves, “Am I developing, and I in process, is 
there a developing relationship happening in my life and a growing appreciation for what 
God did through Christ on the cross for me? Am I nurturing an ear for his voice? Am I 
nurturing a growing relationship with him? Am I in his word? Am I hearing his word 
regularly? And I praying?”  

It’s so vital. We fight the fight. We fight the fight. There so many forces -- we all know 
this -- so many forces and so much stimulation that it creates a static. Unless we fight 
proactively and intentionally against that and say, “I am going to make sure that the 
most important thing in my life is a relationship with Jesus. I want to grow. I don’t want 
to be stagnant. I don’t want to just be stuck. I want to move. I want to see movement in 
my life.” The only way that’s gonna happen is we stay in the word, we respond to the 
word, we pray, we stay in the word, respond to the word, we pray, hang with the right 
people, get connected with the right people, we stay in the word, we pray, stay in the 
word, we pray. 

How important is it? Some people here need to begin a relationship with him today by 
acknowledging sin and asking him in to lead, to pledge new allegiance today. Others 
may recognize the culture has had too much sway, too much influence, and it’s 
drowning out appetite for God. I need to restructure my priorities and make sure that he 
is first. “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be added into you.” 

There are a host of concerns that we all face. We need to make sure that we don’t 
navigate those challenges without him. He tells us that we can come in the throne room 
of grace with confidence to receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. We 
don’t come with cocky confidence based on merit based on ability, based on a 
worthiness. We come because he invites us. We’re not worthy to come into his 
presence, but he gives us access to the Father through the cross. We have access to 
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come, and he wants us to come. He calls us to come. He knows we need him more 
than we know we need him. Jesus said, “Come unto me all you who are weary and 
burdened and I’ll give you rest.” Come. He invites us to come.  

Represented here, I’m sure, are very many great concerns: conflicts in relationships, 
marriage concerns, health concerns. Some of us are praying for people in our lives who 
don’t know Christ, who don’t know his forgiveness. Some of us are praying for 
prodigals. There are raging addictions and feelings of powerlessness. There are 
circumstances outside of our control, and we feel helpless to do anything about them. 
There many losses: jobs, some their houses, some their loved ones who aren’t with us 
now that were last year or years before. I don’t suggest for a moment that I can identify 
with or understand every pain, we can’t in every challenge, but we know who can and 
he calls us to come to him. I just want to encourage you this morning.  

I know it’s a maybe kind of a hard message. I prayed a lot about what to share today. 
It’s not like you haven’t heard it before. This is a great church. That’s what God put on 
my heart. Someone here needed to hear this today. I don’t know you are, but God does. 
It’s a call for us to come to him. I want to encourage you to commit right now wherever 
you are in your life. There is a prayer room that will be open after we’re done here. Take 
advantage of that opportunity to linger here and pray and do business with God. Pray 
with me, please. 

Lord, help us to be honest with ourselves and to get in touch with ourselves, to be 
willing and open, surrendered to you, to be willing to let you have your way and expose 
the areas of our hearts that need exposing so that we can be growing. Lord, I know that 
we can face anything with you. A lot of things we can’t face in ourselves, and we don’t 
want to face them. We run from them, but with you we can face anything. Help us to 
know that. Lord, help us to cling to you, to trust you, and to seek your face to help us 
and give us strength to face every area of our lives we need to face. Help us, Lord, to 
strive to make you a priority of our life, Lord and Savior. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


