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January 20, 2013 
1 Thessalonians 2:7-13 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

The Eternal Word:  
The Word of God 

 
In the book of 1 Thessalonians we are introduced to a group of people that were truly 
remarkable but not a whole lot different than you or me. They were facing many of the 
same challenges, many of the same pressures, and listening to many of the same 
voices that were coming to them through culture and from the evil one himself. But then 
the gospel, the truth of God, burst into their lives and it transformed them.  

We recently went through a study in 1 and 2 Thessalonians helping us to learn how to 
stay strong and live ready. In 1 Thessalonians Chapter 2, this is how Paul writes to 
them beginning in verse 10: 

You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were 
among you who believed. 11 For you know that we dealt with each of you as a 
father deals with his own children, 12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to 
live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory. 
13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of 
God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it 
actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.  

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Father, all around us we see the evidence of lives being built with little or no foundation, 
truth being relegated to the margins even to the point where those who believe the truth 
are considered to be part of the problem. Many, many people are believing that the 
Bible is just an archaic book whose word is not eternal or relevant or even helpful. 
There are far too many Christians who are feeling even unsure about their own faith and 
the word which God has given.  

Lord, today we begin this series together, “The Eternal Word: Building Your Life on the 
Foundation of Truth.” May you use it, God, in my life and all of our lives to give us an 
assurance and a confidence in your word that will allow us to stand strong and to stay 
ready no matter what comes. And we’ll thank you, God, for all that you will show us 
today. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

When I was a kid, my backyard was open fields and rolling forests. I could play in them 
all day long and sometimes roll out a sleeping bag and sleep in them at night, just roll it 
out on the leaves somewhere in the woods and spend the night there. Every once in a 
while my friends and I would try to get a little more permanent location. We’d build a log 
fort cabin of some kind. We built a lot of them over the years. 

Our favorite one was a two-story one we built. We’d clear a patch of ground, lay out an 
L-shape or a square shape, and we’d start building this thing. When we got to the top 
we put a roof on it like a floor and then we kept going. We built a second story on this 
thing. It was really cool.  
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We could hang out there during the day. We could crawl up in there at night and sleep. 
It was a lot of fun, but our two-story cabin didn’t last very long. In fact, after a while we 
noticed it was starting to lean a little bit. We had nailed it together well. We had used 
good logs. In fact we were an environmental nightmare. We had probably razed the 
forest, knocking down these trees to build this thing. We had nailed it together really 
well, but we noticed was starting to lean. The second story wasn’t exactly straight. We 
had built it on what we thought was solid ground, but it wasn’t. In fact the soil softened 
over time until everything we had built eventually toppled over and came crashing down.  

I learned early on in life that’s what happens when you try to build things without a firm 
foundation. What’s true for log cabins in the woods is even more so for our lives. Many 
people try building their lives, their marriages, their families, and their futures like one of 
our log cabins in the woods. They work hard. They put things together as best they 
know how. It all may look good for a time but then signs of trouble began to appear. 
Before long, things can come crashing down because they’re not built on a firm 
foundation.  

God never designed life to go like that, which is why he told us to be sure and build our 
lives on a solid foundation, a foundation that never moves, a foundation that is a rock. 
That foundation is the eternal word of God. Jesus put it like this at the end of his great 
sermon, the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5, 6, and 7. Matthew 7 verse 24: 

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; 
yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone 
who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like 
a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell 
with a great crash. 

You have only to read the paper, go online, listen to the evening news, watch what’s 
happening in your own neighborhood, see what’s happening in your own lives. All 
around us we can hear the sound of lives, marriages, families, and futures that are 
crashing because they’re not built on a solid foundation of truth. God’s word is the 
foundation that never changes, never shifts. Peter put it like this to a group of Christians 
who were suffering persecution for their faith and who needed to know that where they 
were standing with God was a solid place. Peter wrote them in 1 Peter 1 verse 23: 

For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, 
through the living and enduring word of God. 24 For, 

“All men are like grass, 
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; 
the grass withers and the flowers fall, 
25 but the word of the Lord stands forever.”  

And this is the word that was preached to you. 
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The word of God is eternal. It is a rock of truth upon which all of life and eternity can be 
securely built. That’s why, as part of our discipleship training, we’ve set apart the next 
six weeks to focus on “The Eternal Word: Building Your Life on the Foundation of 
Truth.” I can assure you, Satan himself does not want you to be a part of this. He does 
not want you to believe this. He does not want you to know the truth, and he certainly 
doesn’t want you to build your life on it because people who are not building their lives 
on truth are so easy to deceive, so easy to shake, so easy to discourage, so easy to 
mislead, and so easy to get away from God. So he doesn’t want you to hear anything 
that we’re gonna be focusing on over the next six weeks.  

Our purpose as a church is very clear. We are called to glorify God by making disciples 
who will impact every area of the world for Christ. We believe that disciples are best 
made when they worship, grow, and serve in the context of Christian community, the  
church. But disciples can’t be made, and a church can’t stay strong without a solid 
foundation upon which to build, so Christ and his word must be our foundation just as it 
was for the church at Thessalonica. 

You see, the Thessalonian believers were a remarkable group of people, not because in 
themselves they were so great, but because of what they believed. You remember 
when we studied these books we found that when Paul came upon that pagan society 
he preached in their synagogue every week for three weeks, but then strong Jewish 
opposition drove him out of the city leaving behind some believers.  

Can you imagine what would happen to a church today that had no concept of God or 
Christ who are then come to the Lord and have three weeks only to be taught, and then 
are left with no leaders, no Bibles, no structure, no idea of how to live? But they had the 
word of God that had been preached to them ringing in their ears. This church that 
normally would not survived thrived because of the powerful witness of God’s word that 
was ringing in their hearts. The reason they stand strong was because they stood 
strong on the word of God. That’s why our memory verse this week is 1 Thessalonians 
2 verse 13: 

And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, 
which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it 
actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.  

The very same word of truth that God is calling us to build our lives on. We are 
reminded that we can build our lives on the foundation of truth revealed to us by God 
and his word.  

How has God revealed this truth to us? He’s revealed it to us through the word, in 
creation, and through the word that is in his Son. God has revealed his truth to us in his 
word in creation. If you go back in the Old Testament to Psalm 19, you’ll find there one 
of the clearest, strongest pronouncements of why God speaks to us in creation. 
Psalm 19, written by David, who himself spent many nights out under the stars keeping 
watch over the sheep, is the one who wrote as a Psalm of praise: 

1The heavens declare the glory of God; 
the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
2 Day after day they pour forth speech; 
night after night they display knowledge. 
3 There is no speech or language 
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where their voice is not heard. 
4 Their voice goes out into all the earth, 
their words to the ends of the world. 

Without the key that unlocks the understanding of creation, we can’t understand 
anything. Even truth at times can be lost if we don’t know the key. 

I was reading a piece this last week by Christopher West in a book called Fill These 
Hearts. What he wrote was true, but when you read it you’re thinking, “What in the world 
is he talking about?” Listen to this: 

A seashore is a better place than the street because you need lots of room. At 
first it’s better to run than to walk. You may have to try several times. It takes 
some skill, but it’s easy to learn. Even young children can enjoy it. Birds seldom 
get too close. If there are no snags it can be very peaceful, but if it breaks loose 
you won’t get another chance.  

Now, can you understand what he is saying? Because what he’s saying, every word is 
true. You don’t understand it because you don’t have the key. There is a one word key 
that unlocks the meaning of what he’s saying, what he’s revealing. That word is “kite,   
k-i-t-e.”  Now listen to this: 

A seashore is a better place than the street because you need lots of room. At 
first it’s better to run than to walk. You may have to try several times. It takes 
some skill, but it’s easy to learn. Even young children can enjoy it. Birds seldom 
get too close. If there are no snags it can be very peaceful, but if it breaks loose 
you won’t get another chance.  

You see how one word unlocks the meaning? That’s why most people don’t understand 
the meaning of the words spoken in creation because they are missing the one word 
that unlocks it all. That word is “God.” If you do not see God in creation, you will miss 
the whole reason why it’s there. In fact, you will end up worshiping and serving the 
creation. That’s what’s happening. It’s why Satan works so hard keep God out of the 
equation. 

People look at what’s been created, but the truth is lost to them because they don’t 
understand it. God created so that we can know there is a creator. God reveals himself 
in the things he’s made. He is a God that wants to be known. Creation speaks of the 
word of God. Psalm 19: 

1The heavens declare the glory of God; 
the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
2 Day after day they pour forth speech; 
night after night they display knowledge. 
3 There is no speech or language 
where their voice is not heard. 
4 Their voice goes out into all the earth, 
their words to the ends of the world. 

You take God out of that equation, it doesn’t make any sense. It’s just stars and 
creation. David looked into the night sky, the ordered nature of the universe, the design 
and wonder of a human being, and he saw the vastness, the glory, and the power of 
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God in the things that God had made. In fact, the apostle Paul said that the glory of God 
is so clearly displayed in creation that no one will have an excuse anywhere in the world 
ever at any time to say that they didn’t know that God exists because this creation 
speaks God’s revelation to everyone. There’s no language where it’s not heard. That’s 
why Paul said in Romans 1 verse 18: 

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what 
may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to 
them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal 
power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what 
has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

In fact the truth of God in creation is so clear that all peoples -- all peoples -- have to 
actually suppress the truth to keep God out of it. It isn’t that they don’t know God 
created, they don’t want God to be acknowledged as creator. That’s why Paul went on 
to say in Romans 1 verse 21: 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks 
to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 

Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory 
of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and 
animals and reptiles. 

God said, “You have to be a fool to look out at creation and miss God.”  

This week in the workbook I address briefly why the evolutionary lie is such a powerful 
satanic strategy. On page 11 I wrote: 

Evolution is a satanically cultivated lie that is designed to suppress the truth of 
God’s glory clearly revealed in the things that He made. Satan knows if people 
see God in nature, then they will seek God to know Him. When they know God, 
many will choose to love, serve, worship, and obey Him. He knows that when 
they believe, they will be saved, and no longer be held captive to his will. In fact, 
creation so clearly reveals God’s existence that no one has an excuse for not 
believing. More than that, Paul said some knew God was revealed in creation but 
willfully close not to glorify Him or give thanks to Him, but instead chose to exalt 
the creation over God and worship and serve created things rather than the 
Creator. They chose to do this! 

That’s why I said: 

There is no ground to be an atheist or an agnostic except by willful denial of 
God’s revelation of Himself.  

You have to suppress the truth because God’s evidence is so clear in creation. God 
speaks his word of self-revelation in creation that can be seen and heard and 
understood by all peoples of the earth. Psalm 19 verse 3: 

There is no speech or language 
where their voice is not heard. 
4 Their voice goes out into all the earth, 
their words to the ends of the world. 



Page 6 of 12 

I remember reading an account by Michael Card, the Christian singer, who was on a 
mission trip in China. In an interview with Discipleship Journal he was asked a question 
about what he discovered there amongst these Chinese people. In fact, he went to a 
place in China where they had never seen a Bible, never heard the name of Jesus ever. 
They had never even heard of Christianity. He said: 

Yet through their nature and their God-given conscience – 

“Through nature and their God-given conscience.” 

Many believed in God. Not only did they believe God existed, they had derived 
some understanding about his loving character because he provided food, water, 
and a beautiful world. One older woman told me, “I’ve known him for years. I just 
didn’t know his name.” 

You see, if you just let creation speak without all the garbage that gets pumped into our 
heads about why it can’t possibly be about God, if you just let it speak, remote peoples 
like this who have never heard a word from the Bible have more of a faith in a God that 
exists than many people who are living in a culture saturated by the Bible but who do 
not read it. Theologians call it general revelation. God speaks of his eternal power and 
divine nature in the natural order in history and has his image stamped into every 
human being. 

C.S. Lewis once said: 

In order that we finite beings may apprehend the Emperor, he translates his glory 
into multiple forms: into stars, into woods, into waters, and the beasts, and into 
the bodies of men.  

Through creation we can hear the word of God speak. We can know the truth that God 
exists and that he is powerful and present and that we need to know him. God speaks 
to us in the word of creation that we might know he is powerful and awesome and ever 
present.  

But not only in the word of creation, God has revealed his truth to us in the word in his 
Son. If you go forward from where we were in Psalm 19 to the New Testament to the 
book of Hebrews Chapter 1, the opening words there are powerful. Hebrews 1 verse 1: 

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and 
in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom 
he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 3 The 
Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, 
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  

This last week I was reading a piece from Philip Yancey’s book The Jesus I Never 
Knew. In that book he recounts J.B. Phillip’s attempts. J.B. Phillips wrote a paraphrased 
translation of the Bible. He’s written a number of other books, a great writer who in 
many ways tries to bring the word of God to life in perspectives that we often don’t see. 
J.B. Phillips made an attempt at explaining the incomprehensible truth that God became 
a man to reveal himself to us and to redeem us from our sin.  
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In Phillip’s version, he describes a senior angel who is showing a very young angel 
around the splendors of the universe. They view whirling galaxies, and blazing suns, 
and flit across the infinite distances of space until at last they enter one particular galaxy 
of five hundred billion stars, our own Milky Way. Phillips writes: 

As the two of them drew near to the star, which we call our sun, and to its 
encircling planets, the senior angel pointed to a small and rather insignificant 
sphere turning very slowly on its axis. It looked as dull as a dirty tennis ball to the 
little angel whose mind was filled with the size and the glory of everything else he 
had seen.  

“I want you to watch that one particularly,” said the senior angel pointed with his 
finger. 

“Well, it looks very small and rather dirty to me,” said the little angel. “What’s 
special about that one?” You see, to the little angel Earth didn’t seem so 
impressive. He listened in stunned disbelief as the senior angel told him that this 
planet, small and insignificant and not overly clean, was the renowned visited 
planet. “Do you mean that our great and glorious Prince went down in person to 
this fifth rate little ball? Why should he do a thing like that?” The little angel’s face 
wrinkled in disgust. “Do you mean to tell me, that he stooped so low as to 
become one of those creeping, crawling creatures on that floating ball? 

“I do,” said the senior angel, “but I don’t think he’d like you to call them ‘creeping, 
crawling creatures’ in that tone of voice. For strange as it may seem to us he 
loves them. He went down to visit them to lift them up to become like him.”  

The little angel looked blank. Such a thought was almost beyond his 
comprehension. 

Philip Yancey said, “It’s almost beyond my comprehension too that God would 
become a man to reveal himself to us. Yet, I accept this notion as the key to 
understanding Christmas and is in fact the touchstone of my faith.” 

“The touchstone of my faith.” The standard by which all else will be measured. The  
standard of truth that God became a man and made his dwelling among us. We’ve read 
the story so many times it’s almost incomprehensible to us how an eternal Creator 
would come and become part of his creation, but he did. The word became flesh, and it 
stunned the people who recognized it when Jesus came. It’s still stunning them today. 
You can tell it by the way they wrote. Listen to what John the apostle said who spent 
more time with God in the flesh and was probably closer to him on Earth than any we 
know. John 1:1: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  

Verse 14: 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 

Why is Jesus called the word? Because God reveals himself to us in Jesus. Verse 18: 
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No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s 
side, has made him known. 

That’s why Paul wrote in Colossians 1 verse 15 -- the Colossians who were struggling 
with this whole gnostic heresy. They kept trying to convince them that God could never 
come in a body. Paul wrote in Colossians 1 verse 15: 

He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  

Verse 19: 

God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him. 

Which is why Jesus told his disciples so plainly as he addressed Phillip’s requests at the 
Last Supper to see God. Here’s how Jesus answered him. John 14 verse 7 Jesus said 
to the disciples: 

If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well.  

Can you imagine? They’d been with him three and a half years. This is the night before 
he’s going to the cross and he said: 

If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, 
you do know him and have seen him. 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 

Philip knew that Jesus said he was going away. Three and a half years they’d stayed 
with him. They kept hearing that he was revealing God, and they were still looking.  
Jesus said, “You’ve seen him.” 
 

Philip said, “Wow, before you take off, show us the Father. That’ll be enough for us.” 
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip?” 

Did you hear that?  

“Show us the Father, and that will be enough” 

Jesus looks at him and says, “Philip, don’t you know me? I’m here”: 

Even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen 
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t 
you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words 
I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who 
is doing his work.  

Jesus is God in human flesh. Jesus came to reveal God and to redeem man to make 
his glory known. The writer of Hebrews affirmed that God spoke in creation and through 
the prophets in many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to 
us in his Son whom he appointed heir of all things and through whom he made the 
universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory “and the exact representation of his 
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.” He has literally spoken to us in his 
Son. God is speaking to us in the person of Jesus. Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory.  
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That word “radiance” is a word that means “brightness from within” or “brightness that is 
reflected back.” Jesus is both. He radiates the fullness of God’s glory from within his 
very being, and he also reflects that glory from without. He’s the “exact representation of 
his being.”  

That phrase “exact representation” is an unusual word. It’s the only place in the New 
Testament it’s used. It means that “an image stamped so that it will be exactly as the 
image of the original - no difference.” Jesus is the exact representation of God’s image, 
because he is in fact God. Jesus is the living word of God, and you know God by 
knowing Jesus. Do you want to know what God is like? Then know what Jesus is like. 

If Jesus is the living word of God, and you know God by knowing Jesus, the question 
becomes, how do I know Jesus? Jesus is the living word of God, and you know the 
living word through the written word. The Bible is the revelation of Jesus Christ. Old and 
New Testament, every book speaks of him, every one. In fact in the workbook this 
week, I’ve asked people and given you a few examples of how Jesus is revealed in 
each book. I’ve said, “Why not do an exercise of reading through the Bible?” Four 
chapters a day will bring you through the Bible in a year. Read it at this time to find 
Jesus Christ in every book. He’s there clearly, powerfully. You’ll learn another part of 
who Jesus is every time you open this.  

That’s why Jesus was confronting the religious leaders who claimed to know the 
Scriptures, but they didn’t know him. It was like an oxymoron to him. He thought, “How 
can you study the Scriptures that reveal me, but you don’t know who I am.” 

These religious leaders were asking Jesus what testimony he had as to his authenticity, 
how could he claim that he was in fact the Son of God. 

He said, “Well, John the Baptist testified of me, but I have testimony weighter than 
that of John.” John 5 verse 36: 

For the very work that the Father has given me to finish, and which I am 
doing, testifies that the Father has sent me.  

“The works that I’m doing testify. John the Baptist has testified,” but look at this, 
John 5:37: 

And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have 
never heard his voice nor seen his form, 38 nor does his word dwell in you, 
for you do not believe the one he sent. 39 You diligently study the Scriptures 
because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the 
Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to have 
life. 

Verse 45: 

But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, 
on whom your hopes are set. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe 
me, for he wrote about me. 47 But since you do not believe what he wrote, 
how are you going to believe what I say?” 
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You hear what Jesus is telling? “I’m giving you the same eternal word that God’s 
always been sending. Moses gave it. The prophets gave it, and now I’m giving it, 
but you still won’t believe because you don’t see the truth in the Scriptures. 
They’re all writing about me, and yet you refuse to come to me to have life.” 

That’s why we read the Bible, people. It’s to know Jesus. Yes, there is history there. 
Yes, there’s facts about living. Yes, there’s a lot of other things we can learn, but you 
read the Bible primarily to know Jesus. 

People, I’m gonna make a blanket statement here because believe it to be true. If you 
fall in love with Jesus, there is nothing that will keep you from this book. That’s why 
when people come and they say, “You know what? I’ve been a Christian a long time, 
but I just -- Bible reading is boring to me. I just can’t get it.” 

I say, “You know, part of your problem is this. This may sound harsh but I’m not sure 
you’re in love with Jesus enough.”  

Just like a guy that doesn’t want to listen to his wife anymore. How can you say you’re 
in love with someone but you don’t want to hear their voice? If this is how God speaks 
to us about his Son so that we could know him and have life, how can you say, “I find 
this boring,” or “It’s difficult to read?” We may not be good readers. Listen to it on tape. 
I’m just telling you, you fall in love with Jesus, nothing will keep you out of this book. 

“The Bible testifies to who I am,” Jesus said. “It bears witness to me.” To know him 
is to have life. 

That’s why John when he later wrote in his first letter. He said in 1 John 5 and verse 9: 

We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the 
testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. 10 Anyone who believes in 
the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God 
has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God 
has given about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not 
have the Son of God does not have life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that 
you may know that you have eternal life. 

You can’t have life without God. You can’t know God without him revealing himself. You 
can know God exists through his word and creation, but you know who God is and how 
to know him in his Son. You know his Son by knowing his word. That’s why Jesus told 
the people that to study the Scriptures but not come to him is crazy because the 
Scriptures are the truth that lead to life.  

Folks, the Bible is still the best-selling book in America. It’s still the best-selling book in 
America but increasingly the least read. It’s like some talisman. It sits on a coffee table 
or on a bookshelf. “Do you have a Bible?” 

“Yeah, I have a Bible.” 

Jesus said: 



Page 11 of 12 

These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to 
me to have life. 

“I will not accuse you. Moses is your accuser. You claim to believe Moses but you 
don’t because he wrote about me.” 

Theologians call it “special revelation.” It doesn’t just tell us God exists, it tells us who he 
is. It tells us what he’s like. It tells us what he wants, what his will is, and it reveals his 
name so we can come to him who is truth and have a solid foundation for life built on 
the truth. We find the living word revealed in the written word, but that word is constantly 
under attack.  

Karla gave me this week an on-line story I wasn’t familiar with. Apparently it has been 
around about 14 years. This happened in April of 1999. A guy by the name of Jim 
Neugent, a coach in Maynard, Arkansas, saw a program called “The Practice.” I’ve 
never seen it. I’m assuming it’s about doctors or lawyers if it’s called “The Practice.” It 
was on ABC. When he saw it he was concerned so he wrote to them. He said: 

In last night’s episode, one of the lawyer’s mothers decided she is gay and 
wanted her son to go to court and help her get a marriage license so she could 
marry her partner.  

I sent the following letter to ABC yesterday and really did not expect a reply, but I 
did get one. 

By the way, this reply is not officially from ABC. It was received inadvertently in a web 
department, and a person took it upon himself to answer this for ABC. That person has 
since been fired. They wrote a long apology to Jim Neugent from ABC. But what this 
guy said back to him is representative of what many people think the word of God is. 
That’s why he wrote it. The original message from Jim Neugent to ABC was this: 

ABC is obsessed with the subject of homosexuality. I will no longer watch any of 
your attempts to convince the world that homosexuality is okay. “The Practice” 
can be a fairly good show, but last night’s program was so typical of your 
agenda. You picked the doofus of the office to be the one who was against the 
idea of his mother being gay and made him look like a whiner because he had 
convictions. This type of mentality calls people like me a “gay basher” Read the 
first chapter of Romans. It’s in the Bible, and see what the apostle Paul had to 
say about it. He, God, and Jesus would all be considered gay bashers I guess.  

What if she had fallen in love with her Cocker Spaniel? Is that an alternative 
lifestyle that’s acceptable? By the way, the Bible speaks against that too. 

Now whether you agree or disagree with Jim Neugent’s approach to this thing, that’s 
what he wrote. He got this back from an on-line webmaster. Again, this is not from ABC 
officially, and they have apologized for his response. Listen to what the guy said: 

How about getting your nose out of the Bible, which is only a book of stories 
compiled by many different writers hundreds of years ago, and read the 
Declaration of Independence what our nation is built on where it says “All men 
are created equal” and try treating them that way for a change? Or better yet, try 
thinking for yourself and stop using an archaic book of stories as your lame 
crutch for your existence.  
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You are in the minority in this country, and your boycott will not affect us at ABC 
or our freedom of statement. 

“Only a book of stories.” “An archaic book . . . a lame crutch for your existence that only 
simple-minded doofuses would actually believe” I can’t tell you how prevalent that view 
is. Far too many Christians feel threatened by assaults like that, and they aren’t even 
sure what to say. It’s our hope that over the next six weeks we will know and have a 
renewed confidence in the sheer folly of such views and the total reliability of God’s 
eternal word, a word which is a solid foundation upon which to build our lives. 

The Thessalonians recognized the word of God for what it actually is, and they 
accepted it. That word went to work in their lives and gave them a foundation so solid 
that they were able to stand even as baby Christians in the face of the onslaught of 
persecution. 

God is a God who wants to be known. To know him is to have life. He has revealed 
himself in the word of creation. He has revealed himself in the word of his Son, the living 
word, Jesus, and the written word that reveals him. That’s why Paul wrote to the 
Thessalonians:  

13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of 
God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it 
actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.  

The eternal word, a foundation upon which we can build all of our lives, our marriages, 
our families, and our futures, because this is a word that will stand forever. 

Father, I want to thank you for this assurance. I want to thank you, God, for the hope 
that it gives us, for the strength that it provides. God, we’re not cocky about this. We are 
grateful.  

There was a time in my own life when I had no clue what the Bible was or even what it 
said. I easily could have been convinced and oftentimes was by the things I heard 
around me because I had no basis to believe otherwise. But you are a God who wanted 
to be known. You wanted me to know you, and you wanted all of us to know you so you 
began to reveal yourself. I’ve always known there was a God but, like that lady in China, 
I just never knew your name. 

Now, God, through your word we can know Jesus and we can know life. I pray, God, 
that we will be solidly building our lives upon this eternal foundation, a word that is a 
rock that never moves, a word that reveals to us the living word, the word of God that is 
eternal. We will thank you, God, in your precious name, Amen.  

 

 

 


