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John 1:1-18  

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

The Eternal Word: 
The Incarnate Word 

 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to probably one of 
the classic passages, the most important passage that’s found anywhere in the 
Scriptures, John Chapter 1, as we’re going to be focusing today on the Incarnate Word. 

You know, this week our memory verse was taken from John Chapter 5 verse 39 and 
40 where Jesus said: 

You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you 
possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet 
you refuse to come to me to have life. 

Jesus is the Living Word revealed to us by the written word. We are studying together 
about this eternal word so that we can understand what it’s like to have confidence and 
trust in Jesus the Living Word, and the Bible the written word so that we can build our 
lives on a foundation of truth. Well, it all begins with the fact that Jesus has come to us 
as the very Word of God himself. One of the most powerful passages ever recorded 
was by the apostle John who himself knew this Jesus intimately and spoke of him as 
the very revelation of God, God in human flesh, the Incarnate Word. 

Here’s how John put together in John Chapter 1 verse 1: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might 
believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 

The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world 
did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 
15 John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’” 16 
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From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17 

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the 
Father’s side, has made him known. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Father, no man can do justice to this text. It is so awesome in its scope. It leaves no 
place to hide, no excuse for not trusting in Jesus Christ as our Savior. The only way is 
rebellious denial of truth, the truth that you have given to set us free, the truth you have 
revealed to us in your word.  

I pray today, God, that as this word is unfolded you will speak, and we will not leave 
here the same. We will know with a greater assurance that Jesus is the Living Word of 
God, the Word that came in human flesh that we may know life. And we’ll thank you, 
God. In your precious name, Amen. 

It was the summer of 1985. Karla and I were driving back from the East Coast. We 
decided to cut across Canada. I went off the freeway down into downtown Montréal. 
Now, Montréal is a part of Québec, a very French-speaking district. Very often, people 
will greet you with “Bienvenu,” meaning they want to find out if you speak French or not 
which I clearly don’t. 

I remember getting lost in downtown Montréal. I was really lost. I couldn’t find my way to 
the freeway, and I knew I had to give in and do what every man hates to do. I had to ask 
for directions. So I pulled up to this parking lot where it had an attendant and a little 
booth there. Assuming that he spoke probably reasonable French and a smattering of 
English I put on my best French, and I said to him (with French accent), “Pardon, 
monsieur, do you know zee way to de freeway? Karla shook her head in absolute 
disbelief. She couldn’t believe what she was seeing.  

The man standing there got a big smile on his face, and he said, “Sure, pal. Right down 
here, hang a left, two blocks, you can’t miss it.” 

I felt like saying, “Gracias, senior.” 

You know, Pastor Phil Hill in his challenging devotional this week asked the question, 
“Have you ever tried to communicate with someone when you do not share a common 
language?” It’s difficult if not impossible. We can’t know the thoughts of another unless 
they are expressed, and when they are expressed, it has to be done in words that we 
can understand. So whether the words are spoken or signed or written, we need to be 
communicated with words we can grasp. God knows that.  

Imagine the challenges of an eternal God who is infinite in his scope trying to 
communicate his reality to creatures he has made with a finite mind who can’t even 
understand the term “infinite.” So God chose to reveal himself in a Word, a Living Word, 
an Enduring Word, a Word we can understand. It is the Eternal Word of God himself; 
God in human flesh.  

We are studying together this great theme “The Eternal Word: Building Your Life on the 
Foundation of Truth.” Last week we saw that God is a God who wants to be known, so 
he has taken initiative to reveal himself to all of us in words: The word of creation that 
speaks to us of his eternal power and divine nature; and in the written word, which 
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reveals the Living Word, his Son. Jesus is the Incarnate Word. He is the fullness of God 
in human form. He is the very word of God, but what does Jesus speak to us? That’s 
the question. If Jesus is God speaking to us, he is the very revelation and word of God 
to us in human form. What is the Living Word of God revealing?  

Well, in John 1 the apostle proclaims Jesus is the very Word of God, the Eternal One 
with the Father, Creator and Sustainer. He begins it like this: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  

In fact, in the Greek language it reads even stronger, “And God was the Word.” He was 
with God in the beginning. Verse 14: 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 

John said, “This eternal God who has always existed now comes to us in human form to 
communicate the very Word of God, the full revelation of who God is. He came and 
tabernacled among us. He built his tent and lived with us” is what he’s saying, so that 
we can know him and have no excuse for not knowing who God is. It’s why Jesus said 
last week, “If you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father.” He’s the Eternal Word in 
human flesh, a Word we can know, a Word we can trust, a Word we can build our lives 
on because the Incarnate Word of God is the foundation upon which all of life and 
eternity stands. 

That’s why John declares at the heart of his gospel, Jesus Christ is the Incarnate Word 
of God, but specifically what does God speak in the person of his Son? Well, there’s a 
lot of things, but John highlights four them here: that he is the Word of Life which 
conquers our death; that he is the Word of Light who shatters our darkness; he is the 
Word of Grace that meets our need; and he is the Word of Truth who is our firm 
foundation.  

Jesus is the Incarnate Word of Life that conquers our death. Here’s how John put it 
verse 3: 

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

When I was a little kid, I used to be paralyzed by thoughts of death. I wasn’t a Christian. 
I wasn’t raised in a Christian home. I was paralyzed by thoughts of it. It wasn’t just 
death, it was the grave. I still remember as a little kid thinking, “What would it be like to 
be put in a box and put in the ground?” It terrorized me. I had questions, but I had no 
answers. That lack of answers created fear, but Jesus the Incarnate Word of God, the 
Incarnate Word of Life, changed all of that for me. Jesus is the Word of God that reveals 
that life is found in God alone. John said in verse 4, “In him was life.” 

That word “life” that John used is powerful. It’s a word that means “life as God has life, 
life that is in the Son, and life that is born in everyone who has the Word of Life in them.” 
It’s not life as we define it; it’s life as God defines it. It’s not life as we normally live it; it’s 
life as God possesses it. He is life. “This life,” he said, “is the light of all mankind.” 
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Without God speaking life in the word of his Son, we live in a state of perpetual death 
because of our sin. That’s why I was afraid of death without knowing it because I was 
living in a state of death where all of us live. The apostle Paul said in Ephesians 2 
verse 1: 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of 
the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 

We are dead in our transgressions and sins. That’s where we are without God. 
Everyone is there. We’re born into that. God is life. Separation from God because of sin 
is death. Sin separates us from God, so we are dead in our trespasses and sins. When 
you study death in the Bible, you discover that God reveals that death is always spoken 
of in terms of separation -- not ceasing to exist -- separation. So, when Paul said, “We 
are dead in our trespasses and sins,” he’s talking about the state we’re living in 
spiritually. We are separated from God. We can say we believe in God or even know 
that God exists, but without relationship with him, without forgiveness, we are in a state 
of spiritual death.  

It’s also why we suffer physical death. Spiritual death is being separated from God 
spiritually. Physical death is when our soul and spirit separates from our body. If you 
experience physical death while you’re still in a state of spiritual death, you will 
experience the third kind of separation which is called eternal death. We’ll be put away 
from God forever in a Christless place called Hell. That is the way God reveals truth. But 
Jesus, the Word of Life, has conquered death in every sphere. That’s why Paul went on 
to say in Ephesians 2 verse 4: 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive 
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have 
been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show 
the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 
Jesus.  

You see, when the Word of Life comes to live in you, he saves your soul, he forgives 
your sin, and you are born again. You’re made spiritually alive. When you have the 
Word of Life come to live in you, he saves your soul. He forgives your sin so that when 
you leave your body you’re not going to be lost forever you’re going to be with God 
forever. When you have this Word of Life living in you, he saves your soul and forgives 
your sin so that you do not eternally die separated from God. Your physical death is 
now the means that God uses to bring you to live with him forever. I’m not afraid of it 
anymore. I know that may sound crazy to you, but death is not to be feared.  

This is why Jesus is the Word of Life because in him we have God’s life. When John 
was writing about this later in his first letter he said in 1 John 5 and verse 10: 

Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he 
has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 11 And this is the 
testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He who has 
the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
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13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that 
you may know that you have eternal life.  

Why are so many people desperately looking for what they think is life? Because it’s 
only found in one place. If you don’t have Jesus, you’ll be looking your whole life. You 
can amass everything the world has to offer and you’ll still be dead spiritually, 
physically, and eternally dead because you don’t have Christ living in you.  

You see, that’s why Jesus told Nicodemus, probably one of the more religious guys to 
ever come to see him, and this is why religion alone will never do it, John 3:16: 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

“Eternal life,” eternal union in relationship with God. I love the words that Jesus spoke to 
Martha and Mary in John 11 when their brother Lazarus had died. Remember, he’s in 
the tomb. He comes alongside. Martha says to him, “Lord, if you’d only been here you 
could done something, but even now I know God will do whatever you ask.” 

He basically says, “What do you want me to do?” He says, “Your brother’s gonna 
rise again.” 

She says, “Well, I know he will rise again at the last day,” and she implies what? “I was 
kinda hoping you could have done something before died.” John 11 verse 25: 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  

Listen to this. 

He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
27 “Yes, Lord,” she said, “I believe you are the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of 
God, who is come into the world.”   

You hear what he said, “If you believe in me, your body may die but you never will. 
You need to know in the truest sense that if you live and believe in me you will 
never die because the one who lives in you is a life. Do you believe this?” he 
asked her. Which he asks all of us, “Do you believe this?” Jesus is the Incarnate 
Word of Life who has conquered our death. 

Not only Incarnate Word of Life, but Jesus is the Incarnate Word of Light that shatters 
our darkness. Verse 4: 

In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might 
believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 

The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 
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At a recent prayer day, I get down there early in the morning to pray, and I also come in 
to get this room set for the day as people started arriving early. I get here before the sun 
is up. It’s pitch black in here, I mean pitch black in here. You cannot see your hand in 
front of your face that’s how dark it is.  

Now, there is a light switch on the wall, and I know where the light switch is. I usually try 
to come in the door closest to the light switch because it’s so dark you have feel your 
way along, but I came in a different door this time because I was in a hurry. I’m basically 
not very bright. So I came in. I’m feeling along the back wall. It’s so dark in here I can’t 
see where I’m going it, but know there’s nothing against the back wall so I’m walking 
along feeling, heading for the light switch when all of a sudden WHACK! Man, I got pain, 
big time pain. I ran into something. I don’t what it was but it was sharp, cut my leg. It’s 
bleeding. I limp over to the light switch. I turn it on, and there’s a chair sitting right there 
where chairs don’t normally sit. 

I couldn’t see because it was dark, so I suffered needless pain because I didn’t turn on 
the light. You know, it’s really dumb if I come and do that again on another prayer day, 
but it is incalculably foolish to live your life in the dark. That’s a good description of how 
a lot of people live. They can’t see where they’re going. They don’t know with certainty 
what eternity holds. They have no idea if what they’re doing is the right thing or the 
wrong thing half the time anymore. They stumble along. They take wrong paths. They 
suffer needless pain. We see evidence of it all the time. They stumble along like that 
and they keep falling. They go through that stuff because they’re walking in the 
darkness. They have no real hope. They have no real life, and they don’t know why. 
What they need is the light.  

That’s why God who is light revealed himself in Jesus, the Word of Light.  
5The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might 
believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 

The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 

John the Baptist came to testify that Jesus is the light of the world, that we would look to 
him we would not walk in darkness. In fact, that word “light” is a word indicating “that 
which reveals, especially what reveals the mind.” In other words, in this case, God’s 
light is revealing his mind and will to us so that we can know him and life as he gives it.  

“Darkness” can mean physical darkness or in this case spiritual and moral darkness that 
people walk in when they don’t have God’s light, when they don’t have God’s mind and 
heart and life. God is light, and so God reveals his light in the Word of his Incarnate 
Son. Verse 4: 

In him was life, and this life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

It’s a word that means “comprehend” or “take ahold of” or “possess.” People living in the 
darkness aren’t comprehending who Jesus is. They don’t see him as the light. They 
don’t see him as a solution. They don’t see him as the way, and they can’t take ahold of 
the light unless they take ahold of Jesus because he is the light. That’s why people who 
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to try to find solutions to the world’s problems without looking to Jesus first are never 
going to find them. But if you have Jesus you have the light of life to walk by. John 
would write in 1 John Chapter 1 verse 5: 

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in 
him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk 
in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, 
his Son, purifies us from all sin. 

If you walk with Jesus in you then you have God in you. And if you have God in you, 
you have the light to guide you. Why do people need the light? Because we’re living in 
spiritual and moral darkness, and Satan wants to hold you there. When Paul was writing 
about it, he said in 2 Corinthians 4 verse 4, “The god of this age has blinded the minds 
of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who 
is the image of God.”  

Satan doesn’t want people to see Jesus as the light. He doesn’t want them to come out 
of the darkness and discover who God is, so he blinds them to it. That’s why God has 
called us to preach the word of his Son, because in that word God’s light shines into 
people’s darkness so they can see their need. 2 Corinthians 4 verse 5: 

We do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

That’s why it says in verse 5, “The light shines in the darkness.” That light is Christ. He 
shines in me. He shines in you. He shines in every believer, and we are to proclaim this 
word that reveals the light because God uses this light to help people to see.  

Does everyone respond by faith when they see the light? No they don’t. Jesus said in 
John 3 verse 18: 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and 
only Son.  

People say, “How would God send anybody to Hell?” He doesn’t. We’re on our way 
there naturally all by ourselves because of our rebellion against God. God is trying to 
save us from that, but if we don’t believe in God’s only Son, then you’re condemned 
already. John 3:19: 

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness 
instead of light because their deeds were evil.  

They love darkness instead of light because their deeds are evil. 
20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear 
that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the 
light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through 
God. 
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You remember when Jesus cried out in John 12 verse 44?: 

When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one 
who sent me. 45 When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me. 46 I 
have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me 
should stay in darkness. 

In John 8 verse 12, Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” Do you have that light shining 
in you – the light of life? If so, he has shattered that darkness, and he’s called us to walk 
with him in the light. He is the Incarnate Word who shatters our darkness.  

Not only the Word of Life and Light, but Jesus is the Incarnate Word of Grace who 
meets our need. In John 1 verse 14 John wrote: 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 
15 John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’” 

He’s eternal. 
16 From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.  

I was reading this week a story by a lady named Denise Banderman. She was a student 
at Hannibal, Missouri, the Bible college there. She was talking about an experience she 
had in a classroom in the spring of 2002 when she went in to take her final exam in a 
youth ministry class she was taking along with a lot of other students. She said: 

The teacher came, Dr. Hufty, and said he would review the test. When he 
reviewed the test they all knew they were in trouble because he was asking 
questions and reviewing things that were in the book, not the study guide.  

The students all said, “Well, wait a minute. We studied what was on the study 
guide.” 

He said, “No, you’re responsible for everything in the book.” And they knew their 
goose was cooked. When it came time to take the test, he passed them out. He 
said, “Leave them face down on the desk until everyone has one, and I’ll tell you 
when to start.”  

When he said to go, we turned them over and to my astonishment every answer 
on the test was already filled in. My name was even written on the exam in red 
ink. The bottom of the last page said; 

This is the end of the exam. All the answers on your test are correct. You 
will receive an A on the final exam. The reason you passed the test is 
because the creator of the test took it for you. All the work you did in 
preparation for this test didn’t help you get an A. You have just 
experienced grace.” 
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Then he said, “Some things you learn from lectures. Some things you will learn 
from research, but some things you will only learn from experience. I want you to 
feel today what grace is like. A hundred years from now, if you know Jesus Christ 
as your personal Savior your name will be written down in a book and you’ll have 
had nothing to do with writing it there. That will be your ultimate grace 
experience.”  

Dr. Hufty gave a measure of grace to teach every student what grace can do. Can you 
imagine experiencing the one who is full of grace? He is grace in human form. That’s 
the Word of Grace that Jesus is. Jesus said the Word of God in human flesh is full of 
grace.  

That word “grace” is “unmerited favor.” It’s God giving us what we don’t deserve. We 
talked about it many times. Jesus is full of grace and the Word through whom we 
experience God’s grace to meet our deepest needs. This is the Word of his grace 
revealing to us the living Word of Grace. Jesus is the Word of Grace that meets our 
deepest need. He meets our need for salvation with a thing called “saving grace.” We 
are lost as we saw and dead in our trespasses and sins. “The wages of sin is death,” 
Paul told the Romans, but we are “justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that came by Christ Jesus,” Romans 3 verse 24.  

That’s why Paul who called himself the “chief of sinners” spoke so much about God’s 
saving grace. That’s why he wrote to the Ephesian church in Ephesians 2 verse 8, “For 
it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.” 

When he wrote to Titus about it who was to lead the church on Crete, he said, “Titus tell 
the people: For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. God’s 
grace in the fullness of Jesus has appeared to let us know that we can all be saved from 
our sin by this grace.” 

But it’s not just saving grace, Jesus is the Word that is our sustaining grace. Not only 
does he save us by this grace, but he sustains us. He provides for us, protects, guides, 
and empowers by his grace. That’s why the writer of Hebrews beckons us to come to 
God first in our time of need. Hebrews 4 verse 14: 

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not 
have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without 
sin.  

In the incarnation Jesus knows what it’s like to live in a sinful world. He did it without 
sinning, but he understands the struggle we’re in. He knows what we need. That’s why 
it says in verse 16: 

16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

How do we access this grace at the throne of grace? Through the Word of Grace, the 
word that reveals Jesus who is full of grace. That’s why Paul when he was leaving the 
Ephesian elders for the last time on the beaches, headed to Jerusalem knowing he was 
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going to Rome. He said in Acts 20 verse 32, “Now I commit you to God and the word of 
his grace.” Why would he say that? Because he knew that when he was gone Jesus 
wouldn’t be. If people would come to God through this Word and experience that daily 
grace to have for their need, they would find at the throne of grace the God who was full 
of grace. 

Have you believed and received the Word of Grace in your life? His grace will save you. 
His grace will save you. Jesus is the Incarnate Word full of grace, a grace sufficient for 
our every need. Not only the Word of Life and Light and Grace, but Jesus is the 
Incarnate Word of Truth who is our firm foundation. Verse 14: 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 

Verse 17: 

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ.  

When I was working in Seattle back in the mid-70s, I had a sales territory that covered 
all of downtown. I would park my car and often go walking from place to place visiting 
various customers. Well, I was walking one day on the sidewalk, and there was a guy 
out in front of the local Scientology Center out on the sidewalk waving people in.  

Scientology has gained a lot of publicity by high-profile adherents like Tom Cruise and 
Jennifer Lopez and others, but Scientology is a dangerous mind control cult that will 
mess up not only your life and your family but it will drain your bank account dry. We’ve 
had people in our church get hooked up with Scientology. We’ve had some that had 
drained $10,000 out in a short amount of time, and it was on their way to bankrupting 
them. 

This guy is out on the sidewalk inviting me in to talk about “truth,” he said. So I go 
inside. We’re standing there next to this altar made out of Dianetics books, books that 
were kind of the bible of Scientology written by L. Ron Hubbard their founder. You don’t 
need a copy, and you’d do yourself a favor by not reading it.  

As this guy is espousing all benefits of L. Ron Hubbard, who probably that time was out 
on his yacht using the money he had bilked from thousands of his followers, this guy is 
going on about truth. I interrupt him, and I said, “What is truth to you? What is truth to 
Scientology?” 

He said, “Truth is whatever you perceive it to be. It’s what you believe it to be.” 

I said, “Really.” I looked over to the right on his desk and there was a letter opener 
there, one of those long, sharp letter openers. I picked the thing up like this (grasped in 
a raised fist). I said, “You know what? I believe fundamentally at the core of my being 
that plunging this into your chest would be the right thing to do. Therefore, it must be 
truth.”  

The guy jump back like this (hands raised surprised), he goes, “No, no, you can’t do 
that!” 
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I said, “Why not?” 

He said, “You have to obey the Ten Commandments, ‘You shall not kill.’” 

Isn’t it interesting? The guy just told me, “Truth is what you believe it to be” yet when my 
truth was gonna violate his truth, he appeals to what? God’s truth, the absolute because 
we know deep down inside truth is not what we decide it is, truth is what God says it is. 
We can’t exist without absolute truth. What’s alarming is that absolute truth is being lost 
upon us.  

I read a survey done by Dallas Seminary some time ago where they interviewed born-
again, Bible-believing Christian teens. They asked them over a period of years if there 
was any such thing as absolute truth. These are born-again, Bible-believing, engaged in 
church Christian teens. That’s where they did the survey. In 1991, 52% of these young 
people said they agreed with the statement “There is no such thing as absolute truth.”  

In 1994 that number jumped to 62%. In 1999 it escalated to 78%. Of self-described, 
born-again church young people, 78% said, “There is no such thing as absolute truth.” 
Right now, this figure is the most staggering statistic in the history of the church with an 
amazing 91% of professed born-again, church-attending youth saying there is no 
absolute truth. Sixty-five percent of these same young people in this survey said that 
they can’t know whether any religion is true or not including Christianity. Today, it said 
that fewer than 4% of these youth agree that the Bible is the infallible word of God and 
true in every situation. 

You wonder what the culture is doing on our kids? Answers like that will drive you crazy, 
drive you to your knees, and make you understand why we’re preaching to adults, to 
youth, and the children. Don’t believe it. There is one truth, one absolute. It isn’t you, it’s 
God. If you get away from that you’re done. You’re done. Which is why lies like 
evolution and abortion and homosexuality and same-sex marriage are being accepted 
by more and more people in the church. That’s why sleeping around and adultery and 
out of wedlock births and divorce rates are starting to parallel the world, because people 
are not living by God’s truth. They’re living by their own perception of it. We make truth 
to be what we want it to be.  

God has a word for that. It’s called “A lie.” Because when you are not living by God’s 
truth, you’re living a lie. Be sure of this, God is the God of truth, Jesus is the Living Word 
of truth, the Bible is the written word of truth. You go against it, and you’ll be found going 
against God. This is the standard by which God will measure all mankind. Jesus is full 
of truth, absolute truth. That’s why he said in John 8 verse 31: 

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, 
you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free.” 

When John wrote in 1 John 5:18, he said: 

We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was 
born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 19 We know that 
we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil  



Page 12 of 13 

one. 20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us 
understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is 
true—even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 

Do you have this Word of Truth living in you? 

You know, Pastor Phil this week in his book on page 38, Day 4 of our campaign for the 
second week, was talking really creatively about missed opportunities. My favorite one 
was the one he talked about Walter and Arthur driving out in the middle of nowhere 
through the orange groves coming to a plot of land where Walter gets out and explains 
to his friend Arthur that he’s got grand visions for building a park where people will come 
and spend their vacations. He says to Arthur: 

You know if you’re smart, you’d buy up all the land around this. Within a couple 
years they are gonna be covered with hotels and restaurants and convention 
centers and people coming here to come to my park and spend their vacation. All 
my money is gonna be wrapped up in getting this park off the ground, but if 
you’re smart you’d buy the land around it. 

He said Arthur told him, “Eh, I’ll check into it.” 

He said, “No, if you wait it’s gonna be too late.” 

Well, the Walter was Walt Disney. The Arthur was Art Linkletter in the story. Art 
Linkletter had a chance to buy up all the surrounding land around Disneyland, and he 
didn’t do it because, as was said by his own testimony, “I thought Walt was crazy.” 

Art Linkletter missed a real estate opportunity of a lifetime because he didn’t believe or 
accept the word that came from his friend. I can understand why. At times friends can 
be unreliable. Their word is not fully trustworthy. Do you know that every day there are 
people missing the opportunity to be with God in eternity because they don’t believe the 
word that comes from God, and they think he’s crazy? That’s why John called the 
people to believe and to not miss the eternal opportunity. John 1 verse 10: 

He was in the world, and the world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him. 

There are some people who miss this because they’re not looking. They don’t know 
there’s a Savior and they don’t know they need one. They don’t recognize him. They 
don’t know who he is.  

11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  

There are some people who miss it because they don’t want Jesus. They don’t want 
anyone to rule over them. They want to be the gods of their own lives.  

12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  

Jesus is the Incarnate Word. He is God’s Word of Life. He is God’s Word of Light. He is 
God’s Word of Grace. He is God’s Word of Truth. That, people, is not something it is 
someone that you can trust complete and build your life on eternally, but you have to 
believe that he is the Incarnate Word of God. 
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Father, I thank you for the challenge of this. I thank you for the hope that’s in it to know 
that you are the life that conquers our death. You are the light that shatters our 
darkness. You are the grace to meet our need. You are the truth upon which we can 
build as a firm foundation that all those who believe should become the children of God.  

Thank you, Father, for this reminder and the firm foundation that’s ours in Jesus the 
Incarnate Word. We praise you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


