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February 3, 2013 
2 Peter 1:12-21; 2 Timothy 3:16-17  

 
Pastor Larry Adams 

 

The Eternal Word: 
The Written Word 

 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to 2 Peter 
Chapter 1. We are continuing on in Week 3 of our study “The Eternal Word: Building 
Your Life on the Foundation of Truth.” This week’s memory verse is taken from 
2 Peter 1 verse 21: 

No prophecy of Scripture ever had its origin in the will of man, for men spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

There are always people trying to get us to believe that the Bible is not reliable, that it is 
not true, it has not been faithfully transmitted, and that somehow we are foolish to put 
our faith and trust in a word of some ancient book. But, as we’re gonna see today and 
as we’ve been learning all week in our devotional guide, we’re gonna see today that we 
can have absolute certainty that what we’re reading is what God has said. This is a 
foundation of truth.  

Peter was writing to a group of believers who were suffering for their faith. If you are 
standing with Jesus, suffering, physically suffering, being imprisoned, losing your 
property, losing your life because you are bold enough to stand up for faith in Jesus 
Christ, then one of the things you want to know is, “Can this Jesus I’ve never seen be 
really trusted? Is this word I’m putting my hope in really reliable?” Peter writes to assure 
them that this truth is a truth that is eternal. This is what Peter writes to them in 
2 Peter 1 beginning in verse 12: 

So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are 
firmly established in the truth you now have. 13 I think it is right to refresh your 
memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, 14 because I know that I will soon 
put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 15 And I will make 
every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to remember 
these things. 
16 We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 

For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to 
him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we 
were with him on the sacred mountain. 
19 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well 
to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and 
the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no 
prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. 21 For 
prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 



Page 2 of 11 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord, we are called to live by faith and not by sight. We are called to have that faith 
rooted in the truth, the truth revealed in the written word itself, a written word that 
reveals you, the Living Word. We cannot have a confident faith unless we know that the 
word we have is reliable, faithfully spoken, faithfully recorded, and faithfully brought to 
us. Thank you, God, that today we can have the same assurance that Peter had that 
the word that we read today in our Bible is the very same word that helped Peter and 
these other believers to stand strong. I pray that when we leave here today, we’ll have 
an even deeper confidence, but this is a foundation of truth. We’ll thank you. In your 
precious name, Amen.  

What do the sands of North Africa in the desert, the Eiffel Tower in Paris, the Grand 
Canyon, and Disneyland all have in common? Now, before you wrack your brain and 
get mentally stressed out, I’ll tell you that in my life they are all places I had read about 
but never seen.  

Growing up in rural New England I believe they existed, but I had very little hope of ever 
seeing those places. One by one, all of that changed. I have walked the sands of North 
Africa. I have stared up in wonder at the immensity of the Eiffel Tower. I still stand in 
awe when I gaze out at the Grand Canyon, and I love that moment you walk through 
that little porthole into that different world called Disneyland. 

You see, I had always believed what I’d read about these places. I guess I knew 
intellectually that they existed, but now I know with certainty because I’ve seen them. If 
anyone comes to say, “Well, they really don’t exist,” or “They’re not like they are,” or 
“You can’t really know them.”  

I would say, “You’re crazy. I’ve been there. I’ve seen him. I can tell you they are real.” 

That’s the message Peter was relating to these hard-pressed believers that he was 
writing to encourage. You see, Peter tells them that we’ve all read of Moses, Elijah, and 
the prophets. We’ve heard the promises of the coming Messiah. We have heard about 
the times and where God was working in other ways and in another places. To some 
degree we have believed them as we should; it is by faith. But now he says, “We have 
the word of God more certain. I’m telling you I’ve seen Elijah, I’ve talked with Moses, 
I’ve witnessed the Messiah, I’ve heard God’s voice speak. I can tell you that all of these 
things that were written about them is true. I am an eye witness of the Majesty of God.” 

That’s why when Peter writes to them in 2 Peter 1 he tells them in verse 16:  

We didn’t follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

“We didn’t tell you cleverly invented stories.” Those words could literally be translated 
“myths or fables about the gods” which was very common in Peter’s day for false 
teachers to be spreading lies and stories they had made up. Peter said, “We didn’t do 
this. We told you what we saw and heard, and we’re telling you what Elijah told you and 
Moses told you and the prophets told you is true. They all spoke and pointed to Jesus. 
We’ve met with Jesus, and we’ve heard God speak.” It was Peter’s encounter on the 
Mount of Transfiguration with James and John to which he was referring when he said, 
“We’ve heard them. We’ve seen them on the mountain.” 
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You see, Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record the details of that amazing event when 
Jesus took on his resurrection glory. He was transfigured before them. If that were not 
enough, they saw and heard Moses and Elijah speaking to Jesus. Moses and Elijah had 
died physically, but they are alive in heaven. They came and they met there with Jesus 
on that mountain. And then if that were not enough, they heard then God’s voice speak 
out of the heavens. All of them heard it, “This is my Son whom I love. In him I’m well 
pleased.” 

Peter said, “You don’t forget an experience like that.” So, when he passed this word on 
he made sure the details were correct. He writes to tell these people, “I’ve seen it. I’ve 
been there. You’ve heard of Elijah, Moses, and those guys? I’ve walked with them. I’ve 
heard God speak, and I can tell you everything they’ve said, everything they’ve written 
is true.”  

That’s why Peter wrote these people who were trusting Jesus by faith and suffering for it 
in verse 19: 

And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to 
pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and 
the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no 
prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. 21 For 
prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

“We have,” he said in verse 19, “the word of the prophets made more certain, more 
steadfast more firm, more secure. Everything the prophets wrote, I can now tell you 
confidently I have witnessed. It’s true.” 

I’ve had people say to me at times, “I wish an angel can appear at the head of my bed 
or at the foot of my bed and just tell me that God is real, that Jesus is real, that this Bible 
is believable. Then I would have something to go on.” 

Peter said, “I’ve been there. I’ve heard angels speak. I’ve seen Moses and Elijah. I’ve 
walked with Jesus. I’ve heard God’s voice along with the other witnesses, and I’m telling 
you what we have written down, which you are holding in your hand, which you are able 
to read is better because those experiences can come and go. Satan can easily steal 
away an experience and make us confused about, ‘Did I really see it. Did I really hear 
it? Is that really what happened?’” But Peter said, “We have the word of God made 
more certain. We can pick it up, and we can read it, and we can know that what we’re 
reading is what God said. Whenever we forget, or whatever we question, we come back 
to this word that does not change, hasn’t changed, will not changed, and the word of 
God will be the same forever. We have the word of the Lord made more certain.” 

That’s why Peter said, “You’d do well to pay attention to it, to take heed of it, to turn to it, 
to take hold of it. It’s a light shining in a dark place. Hold onto it until the day dawns. It 
will see you confidently through the dark times until the fullness of Jesus, the Morning 
Star, rises in your hearts.”  It’s Scripture. It’s true. It’s written down. It’s the word of God.  

That’s why Peter tells these people, “We can know with complete certainty that the Bible 
is the very written word of God.” How can we know it with certainty? Because he said,  
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“The written word came from God and not man. The written word was recorded by God 
through men.” We have complete certainty because the written word came from God 
and not men. 

He said in verse 20: 

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet’s own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of 
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

Have you ever heard of the sweeping new religion called Yoism? I was reading an 
article that appeared in the LA Times a few years ago called “Divine Inspiration From 
the Masses.” I’m thinking, “Divine inspiration from the masses. There’s an attention-
getting headline.”  

The article written by Charles Pillar said: 

A new religion, invented by a Massachusetts psychologist, has been gaining 
popularity over recent years. It’s called Yoism. It’s a system of beliefs based on 
the open source principle where the general public becomes a combined, 
creative authority and source of truth.  

One example of the open source phenomenon, for example, is the very successful 
online encyclopedia called Wikipedia. I use Wikipedia. A lot of it’s very good, but you 
need to understand it isn’t written by a team of scholars, it is the public contributing 
information to a site which is then edited, you hope, to have factual information there. It 
is constantly changing and being updated and new information is being added. It is a 
public source document. Well, Yoism is a public source religion, which is one of the 
reasons it’s gaining popularity.  

Yoism operates and evolves over the Internet and has numerous contributors. It shuns 
traditional religious authorities and eschews divine inspiration in favor of the wisdom of 
man. People like Bob Dylan, Albert Einstein, Sigmund Freud are some of the revered 
saints of Yoism. Which ought to cause some concern right there.  

Dan Kriegman, who founded Yoism in 1994, did so because he wanted to make religion 
open to change and responsive to the wisdom of people everywhere. He said: 

I don’t think anyone has ever complained about something that didn’t lead to 
some revision or clarification of the book of Yo. Every aware, conscious, sentient 
spirit is divine and has direct access to truth.  Open source embodies that. There 
is no authority 

This is why this is so popular because man now has the right to establish his own truth, 
contributed together in a form where everybody can now embrace it, and we can now 
know this truth that man has espoused. Well, you know, there’s a lot of people who 
think that the Bible is like Yoism, that the Bible is like Wikipedia. It’s nothing more than a 
collection of what men thought over time compiled into a certain place and certainly 
open to change and revision and making it what we want it to be. Nothing could be 
further from the truth.  
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Peter said, “The Scriptures are authoritative truth because the Scriptures never had 
their origin with men. The Scripture has its origin with God the ultimate authority.” That’s 
why he said in verse 20: 

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet’s own interpretation.  

People didn’t sit down and make this up. In the workbook this week, Pastor Rick has 
done a great job explaining how anybody with a rational mind could not look in the 
Scriptures and think that man invented this. It would be impossible. No prophecy of 
Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation: 

For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

“Men spoke from God,” Peter said. And certainly the Bible testifies to that. 

Eighteen Old Testament books purposely declared that the writers are saying that God 
was speaking to them when they were recording it. It’s one thing to make that claim. It’s 
another thing to have 40 different authors over 1,500 years of time who most often did 
not meet, didn’t know what the other was writing, and then years later having those 
words from God compiled into a book called the Bible and to discover that is one 
unfolding story written over 1,500 years. People look at that and say, “Oh, man invented 
this.” It’s impossible and Peter knew it. 

These guys all along are claiming, “God is speaking to me in this. I hear him.” Take 
2 Samuel 23 for example, the last words of David the great King of Israel. I’ve stood 
before David’s tomb. David walked the earth. I couldn’t see if his body is in there, but his 
body is in there. He really lived. David said in 2 Samuel 23 verse 2: 

The Spirit of the Lord spoke through me. His word was on my tongue, the God of 
Israel spoke, the Rock of Israel said to me. 

Or how about the prophet Jeremiah? Jeremiah 1 verse 4: 

The word of the Lord came to me.  

Verse 6 he said: 

Sovereign Lord, I don’t know how to speak; I am only a child. 

Verse 7: 

But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to 
everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid 
of them, for I am with you and I will rescue you.” 

Verse 9: 

The Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “Now, I 
have put my words in your mouth.” 

Verse 11: 

The word of the Lord came to me. 
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Verse 12: 

 The LORD said to me. 

People, time and time and time again over and over these authors are saying the same 
thing. They didn’t fully understand it, but they knew that what they were hearing was 
from God. 

Peter said, “I met these guys who wrote that down. We all saw them. We all heard 
them, and Jesus had confirmed all that they have said.” That’s why Peter could testify 
that it wasn’t only the Old Testament prophets who had faithfully recorded the word of 
God, it was the apostles of the New Testament also who were recording it the same 
way the Old Testament was being recorded. God was still speaking to these apostles as 
he said he would. 

That’s why when Peter wrote in 2 Peter 3 verse 15, he told people: 

Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother 
Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same 
way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some 
things that are hard to understand. 

Do you know how comforting it is to have Peter say, “I read Paul’s writings and I don’t 
get it all it’s so deep, it’s so profound?”  

I’m thinking, “Well, I guess I’m not so far off the mark if Peter was having to struggle 
getting it. Maybe I just need to keep working.” 

But Peter was saying, “Look, it’s hard to understand because Paul is writing stuff that he 
doesn’t fully understand because he ain’t writing it. God is writing it,” and we all 
recognize that. That’s why he said: 

His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and 
unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

Peter uses the words of Paul’s writing the Scriptures. The other writings of the apostles, 
are the same authority as the Old Testament prophets because God is the source of 
them both, is what he’s saying. That’s why Paul said that people could receive the 
Scriptures as the word of God and build their lives on it because it’s the word of God not 
the word of men. You remember in 1 Thessalonians 2 verse 13: 

And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, 
which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it 
actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.  

The Bible didn’t come from man. The Bible came from God. It is his word, and centuries 
of testimony have borne that out. Not only is the word of God from God and not men, 
but we can have complete certainly because the written word was recorded by God 
working through men. That’s why Peter put it like this in verse 20: 

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet’s own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of 
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
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I was reading some time ago an article that appeared in Today’s Christian Women, one 
of my favorite magazines. “Heart to Heart” was the name of the article. Actually I read 
the excerpts. I don’t know that I’ve ever actually read the magazine. Susan Wright was 
the author. She was telling how she was sitting in church one Sunday morning listening 
to the message. She had her Bible open on her lap, and her first grade daughter was 
sitting next to her. This six-year-old girl looks down and sees the Bible there. She points 
to it. She leads over and says, “Mommy, did God really write that?” 

Well, the sermon’s going on, and she’s trying not to get into a big conversation so she 
just leans over and says, “Yes, he did.” 

The little girl stares at her Bible and she says in a louder voice, “Wow, God has really 
neat handwriting!” 

She’s seeing this thing, and she’s asking “Did God write that?” 

Her mom said, “Yes, God wrote that.” 

So she’s thinking what? “Amazing penmanship!” 

This is God’s word. He wrote every word of it, but God never held the pen. He used 
different people to hold the pen for him, and through the filter of their lives and their 
personalities God recorded the word of God for us. That’s why Peter said, “Men didn’t 
do this alone. God didn’t do it alone. God used the men, and they did it together.” Peter 
said: 

They were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

They were moved along, borne along. Pastor Rick this week in the workbook explains 
that that word is the same word that is used of a wind filling a sail on a sailboat. People, 
when the wind blows the trees or the wind fills a sail on a sailboat, you can’t see the 
wind but you know it’s there. No one sitting in a boat on the water that is a sailor sees 
the wind come, hits the sails and move that boat along and says, “What’s that?” He 
knows what it is. It’s the wind moving the boat. They see it in the sails. That’s the word 
Peter’s using to describe when he says, “carried along.”  

Man couldn’t see the Spirit of God in the room, but just as the wind fills a sail with that 
certainty, so too did the men know that the Spirit of God was filling them. They could 
see it by the way they were writing because they knew that what they were writing they 
could never have come up with on their own. What they were experiencing is exactly 
what Jesus told them would happen when the Spirit of God began to fill their sails.  

You remember the Last Supper, the night before Jesus went to the cross, John 16 
verse 12: 

I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.  

Well, you’re thinking, “Jesus, you’re running out of time. You’re going to the cross 
tomorrow and you got a lot more to share. What’s this about?” 

He said, “I’m not going to do it all tonight. I’m going to talk to you later. The Spirit 
of God is gonna tell you what you need to know.” Look at this: 



Page 8 of 11 

13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will 
not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what 
is yet to come. 14 He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and 
making it known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I 
said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you. 

“The Spirit of God is gonna carry you along,” he said. “He’ll make sure you know 
what to say and how to say it.” It will be his wind filling your sails. The work of 
carrying men along by the Holy Spirit helps us to understand the supernatural work 
done by God through men to give us the word accurately recorded and to bring it 
faithfully to us today.  

The fact that this word was faithfully given to man by the Holy Spirit is called inspiration. 
It is the inspiration of the Holy Spirit that led to the writing of our Scriptures. It’s literally 
that God breathed them into the men. Pastor Rick Moe this week has done an 
outstanding job in explaining these concepts. I hope you’re taking time to carefully go 
through the workbook. I’m going it through it now for, I don’t know, my third or fourth 
time whatever it is. Each time I go through it I’m picking up new things, things that I’ve 
known but it is wonderful to be reminded of. Pastor Rick uses the phrase that Paul used 
when he explained this inspiration. It’s taken from 2 Timothy 3 verse 16: 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work. 

God breathed this. In Week 3, Day 1, page 50 in the workbook, Pastor Rick put it like 
this, “Now we can understand why Paul told Timothy that all Scripture is God breathed.  
Paul is saying the Scripture is not just from the pen of Old Testament writers, the 
material, but it also comes from the breath of God, the Spirit of God, the immaterial. 
Paul is saying that each book of the Bible has two authors, those who held the pen and 
the Spirit of God who also wrote it. He breathed into each writer as they wrote so that 
what was produced was not just material from a human, but material and immaterial 
from both human and the Holy Spirit.  

Peter said the same thing in 2 Peter 1 verse 21. It’s why it’s our memory verse for the 
week: 

For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

You know, it is one thing to know that the Spirit of God filled the writers who wrote with 
his wind to inspire them to write down what God wanted said accurately, but how do we 
know it got recorded accurately and transmitted to us accurately? That’s the whole thing 
called in inscripturation. That’s also what it means that the Spirit of God bore them 
along. It’s the act of writing or recording the word of God. The Holy Spirit breathed the 
word into men and then gave them divine ability to record it accurately. 

There are no original manuscripts available, but there are more copies of originals 
available than any other ancient historical, biographical, or philosophical work. In fact, 
this week in the workbook in Week 3 Day 4, “Hidden Treasures,” spend some time 
looking at that chart. Some of the great classic works of ancient literature, accepted as 
authoritative, accurate, and historical sources, are based on very few manuscript 
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evidences, no originals. Yet in that same chart it shows that of the New Testament 
alone more than 25,000 viable manuscripts of which to check the New Testament 
record. It’s the most proven ancient work ever given. It was recorded carefully. That’s 
why we can be sure what are reading today in our English Bibles is what was spoken by 
God to the men who originally recorded it, and that transmission from them to us has 
been faithfully overseen by the Holy Spirit. 

I took Greek and Hebrew at Multnomah University from Ed Goodrich. He was one of the 
guys contracted by Zondervan to write the concordance for the NIV. You know that 
thing in the back where you have every Greek and Hebrew word and what they mean 
and where you find them and all of that? They don’t pick people who don’t know what 
they’re doing. Ed Goodrich was fluent in Hebrew and Greek. In fact he used to say, “If 
I’m ever in your church and you’re preaching and you say ‘the Greek says,’ you had 
better get it right or I’m gonna stand up and publicly embarrass you.” That’s what he 
used to tell us. 

One day on a semester break he went to the British Museum in London. One of the 
things he was going to see was a complete 25 foot scroll of the prophet Isaiah, Isaiah’s 
Old Testament book. On a scroll from 200 B.C, 200 years before Christ, this was 
recorded. So he went and saw that. When he came back, we said, “Dr. Goodrich, did 
you read it?” 

He said, “Of course I read it. I read the whole thing, the whole book of Isaiah. The whole 
scroll was laid out in this glass case.” 

We said, “Well, what did it say?” 

He picked up his English Bible. He turned to the book of Isaiah Chapter 1, and he 
started reading in verse 1. He said, “This is what it says: 

The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw during 
the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.  

2 Hear, O heavens! Listen, O earth! 
For the Lord has spoken. 

He said, “You want to know what it said on that scroll from 200 years before Christ? It 
says the exact same thing your English Bible says. It’s been faithfully transmitted 
through every generation. The Holy Spirit of God has borne this along faithfully to us 
today. You can read it with absolute confidence.” 

You see, that’s why the Holy Spirit has to come to breathe into men to help them record 
it. He’s got to superintend and carry them along to make sure it gets to us accurately. 
Then has to come and he has to illuminated it in our hearts because on our own we 
don’t get it. It is a spiritual truth.  

When Paul was writing about this phenomenon he said in 1 Corinthians 2 verse 9: 

However, as it is written: 

“No eye has seen, 
no ear has heard, 
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no mind has conceived 
what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

10 but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. 

That’s one of the reasons we know that man did not write this book because he couldn’t 
even think of the things that are in here. Paul went on to say: 

The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who among 
men knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit within him? In the 
same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 We 
have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we 
may understand what God has freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in 
words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing 
spiritual truths in spiritual words. 14 The man without the Spirit does not accept 
the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and 
he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.  

You see, I needed God to breathe into the men who would record the word for us. I 
needed God to carry them along as they wrote it down faithfully and superintend its  
transmission to the present to make sure it was accurate. Then I need the Spirit of God 
in me to illuminate my mind and heart so that I can understand what God is saying, 
because without his Spirit I can’t know what the Spirit has written. 

That’s why when people say, “The Bible isn’t the word of God,” or “It’s full of errors,” or 
“Just an ancient book of stories, hopelessly flawed,” or “You are crazy to build your life 
on something so unreliable.” If anyone ever says that to you, you know you’re talking to 
someone who is either totally ignorant of the facts, or is trying to find a way to deceive 
you and they’re lying, or they’re trying to find a way to justify their own unwillingness to 
believe and obey the word of God.  

You do not have to run and retreat in defense when you say, “I believe the Bible is 
God’s word.” It is. Accurately recorded, faithfully transmitted, and that’s why we can 
build our lives and futures on this. It is a foundation of truth. That’s why we can know 
that what we’re doing today in communion is what Jesus wants us to do. It would be 
silly, wouldn’t it? To come and eat little chunks of bread and drink out of this cup and 
think we’re having any significance unless we knew that Jesus himself had said, “This 
is what I want you to do. I want you to do it faithfully and remember me in it. I 
want you to do it until I come back to get you. This is what I’ve asked you to do as 
a matter of obedience and devotion to me.”  

Prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

I can tell you confidently today that Jesus Christ is God come in the flesh. Born of a 
virgin, he lived a sinless life so that at just the right time he could go to the cross and die 
there. Having no sin of his own, he could take my sin and your sin and the sin of the 
world upon himself. He could die there paying for my sin once and for all. When he died 
he was buried in a tomb. Three days later he rose again, and this Jesus is alive today. 
He’s offering forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life to everyone who will believe.  
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Those who trust in the Lord will never be disappointed because the word of God was 
manifest in a Living Word Jesus who gave us a written word that testifies to him, 
breathed out by God and the men who faithfully recorded it, wrote it down, and the Spirit 
of God superintended its transmission so that when you pick this Bible up and read it, 
as Pastor Rick said, “You can have 99.95% absolute assurance that every word you are 
reading is what God said in the original.” It is now. It has been. It always will be. The 
written word is a foundation of truth upon which you can build your life and eternity for 
all time. I stand on this word, and you can too. 

That’s why I’m pleased today to come with you and to remember Jesus here because I 
can tell you, Paul said, “For what I received from the Lord, I also passed on to you that 
on the night Jesus was betrayed, he took bread and broke it and said, ‘This is my 
body.’ Then he took the cup and giving thanks he said, ‘This cup is my blood. It’s 
given for you. As often as you do it, remember me.’” 

Father, thank you for this opportunity now. As we break this bread and drink this cup,  
may it truly be a moment of meeting with you as you have asked of us. And we’ll thank 
you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


