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February 17, 2013 
John 17:13-19 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

The Eternal Word: 
 The Word of Truth 

 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me to one of the most personal 
and precious prayers you’ll find anywhere in the Bible, the prayer of Jesus in John 17, a 
prayer he prayed the night of the Last Supper the night before he went to the cross.  

It tells us in John 17 that he prayed for himself in those opening verses then he prayed 
for the disciples who would be the immediate ones who would carry his message to the 
world. Then it tells us in verse 20 that “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also 
for those who will believe in me through their message,” which is you and me. So 
the things that Jesus is praying, he’s praying for all of us. As we’re gonna see in a 
moment, he’s praying that our lives will be set apart in the word of truth. 

I want to give a special greeting this morning to all the folks in Antioch. Thank you for 
your faithfulness. We can see you guys waiving. No, not really. But, anyway, we’re glad 
that you’re there, and thank you for all that you’re doing to serve the Lord down there. 
We hope that you have a great, blessed day today in your worship. 

I want to read for you today in John 17 beginning in verse 13. If I stop and cough a 
couple of times on the way, Karla and I been battling colds this week. We have tried the 
remedies. It’s the usual stuff. It’s just right up here in the head. We’ve tried the chicken 
soup and the honey tea. We’ve got the Zicam and the webcam. We’ve tried Airborne 
and Snowborne, and whatever else there is out there and even German chocolate cake. 
German chocolate cake didn’t do anything for our cold, but I can tell you it sure tastes 
good. It gives you a little lift. So anyways we’re just working through it, but when I talk at 
a certain volume my cough kicks in so I just want you warn you ahead of time. That’s 
why no one is sitting too close down here in the front. It’s like the wet zone at Marine 
World. Anyway, I hope we can get through this together. Now with enough of that said, 
we’re moving on. 

Here’s what Jesus said John 17 verse 13: 

I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, 
so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have 
given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the 
world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take 
them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They 
are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; 
your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into 
the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly 
sanctified. 

Father, I want to thank you today for this opportunity to be together like this to be able to 
hear this word which is eternal. When you prayed this the night before you went to the 
cross, you knew that on February 17, 2013 the people of Golden Hills Community 
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Church would be coming to hear this word again. So every impact that you intended the 
moment you spoke it, I pray will have an impact today as we hear it. We thank you, 
God, for this word. In Jesus’, Amen.  

Friday, Karla and I had the joy of being together with all of our three grandkids. It’s fun 
hanging out with them. Karla spends a lot of time with our two local boys, Levi and 
Owen. One day I came home from work, and she had been watching them for the day. I 
said, “How did it go?” 

She said, “Oh, it went really good. In fact we only had one little incident. Levi hit his 
brother.” Now, I grew up in a home with three boys. Levi loves his little brother and is 
very good to him. He’s a neat little kid, but apparently something went wrong where 
Owen tweaked him a little bit, and he decided he would let him know of his displeasure. 
Karla said, “Well, you know, we talked about it. It’s fine. We’ve worked it through. He’s 
apologized. He’s really sorry. He knows what he did was wrong. All the right stuff.” 

So I got down on my knee next to Levi, looked him right in the eye and I said, “Levi, did 
you hit your little brother today?” 

“Yap.” 

What shocked me with his answer was I’m not used to it. I’m not used to people telling 
the truth. I’m sorry to tell you that, but I’m not. People come to see me all the time and 
they’re not straight up. You and I live in a world where truth is becoming a precious 
commodity. I was struck by how refreshing it was to look into the eyes of a little boy, ask 
him a hard question at his level, and have him without hesitation tell me the truth. It’s 
very refreshing. 

Truth is becoming a precious commodity, and the concept of absolute truth is virtually 
disappearing. Truth is being relativized almost to the point of irrelevance. We’re used to 
Presidents looking us in the eye knowing they’re guilty and telling us it all depends on 
what the word “is” means or what “is” is. It’s that kind of parsing of words that makes 
truth almost irrelevant for most of us. 

Pastor Rich Murphy in his insightful devotionals this weekend on Day 1 page 99, quoted 
the German philosopher Frederick Nietzsche who 100 years ago wrote, “There is no 
truth anymore.” He wasn’t saying that truth didn’t exist, he was saying that truth was 
being so devalued, so relativized that it no longer had a place of significance, 
importance, or relevance in most people’s lives. It was as if truth did not exist anymore.  

Today that’s even more so. Truth as an absolute objective reality that governs and 
guides people’s lives seldom exists. As Pastor Rich said, “In America today, truth-
bending is becoming the societal norm.” No matter how much truth is marginalized, truth 
still exists because truth is rooted in and through the person, the will, and the word of 
God who is eternal. That’s why Jesus prayed as he did in John 17.  

We are in Week 5 of our discipleship focus “The Eternal Word: Building Your Life on the 
Foundation of Truth.” So far we’ve learned that the Bible is the absolute, inerrant, 
inspired word of God, that Jesus is the Incarnate Word revealed in the written word, and 
that the word when read and spoken is powerful and effective. But that word is powerful  
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and effective because it is truth. It always has been and always will be. That’s why 
Jesus could pray for his disciples and all of us the way he did that night at the Last 
Supper when he said in verse 13: 

I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, 
so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 

God doesn’t give us his word to make things harder. He gives it so that we may know 
him and the joy he brings.  

14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are 
not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that 
you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 
16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the 
truth; your word is truth.  

“I have given them your word,” Jesus said, “and your word is truth.” Jesus reminds 
us this week that God has always intended that our lives be built on the eternal word of 
truth. Why is this so? Well, as Jesus prayed, it’s the word of truth that sets us apart as 
belonging to God, and it’s the word of truth that gives our life a firm foundation. The 
word of truth is what sets us apart as belonging to God. Verse 14: 

14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are 
not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that 
you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 
16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the 
truth; your word is truth.  

When I was a kid I loved playing baseball. I played it all the time. I still remember the 
first time my parents went out and got me a real leather, big leaguer-kind of glove. It 
was an Al Kaline deep pocket model. If you’ve ever played baseball you know how 
special that is. Man, I took good care of that thing.  

My parents were not well off, so I know they went to a lot of sacrifice to get me that kind 
of a glove. I had that thing through all my childhood right on in through high school and 
into college. I took really good care of that glove. I didn’t use it for any old thing. I used it 
when I played baseball. I would wrap it at night, and I would oil it. I would tie it with a ball 
inside to keep that pocket good. I would make the leather soft on the inside so it would 
stay flexible and I could catch well with it. That glove was purchased for me. I set it 
apart for very a special purpose because I cared about it. 

You know, in many ways on an even grander scale that’s what Jesus is praying for you 
and me, that our lives would be set apart as special, be set apart as belonging to him, 
and we would know that we belong to him at great cost.  

“Sanctify them by the truth.” That’s what Jesus is prayed for us. He intercedes for us 
today, that’s what he’s praying, “Sanctify them by the truth.” That’s what he’s praying 
for you. The word “sanctify” means “to set apart,” but it has more of a meaning than 
that. It means “to set apart for one’s self.” It’s very personal. It’s the same root word as 
the word “holy.” It’s the same root word as the word “saint.” Every believer is a saint in 
every true sense of the word because you have been purchased by God and set apart 
for a purpose.  
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We are set apart by the truth. The truth of which Jesus is speaking is the objective 
reality, the veritable essence of his word. The eternal word is truth. God is truth. He is 
the ultimate objective reality. He exists, therefore, truth exists. Truth isn’t what we 
determined it to be. Truth is what God says it is. His word is truth, against which 
everything else is going to be measured. Therefore, when we choose to live in the truth 
and we live lives set apart for God, we’re not only living in answer to Jesus’ prayer, but 
we are living in the truth. We are living lives set apart to belong to him. 

It’s the truth that sets us apart from the world. That’s what Jesus was praying when he 
said in verse 13: 

I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, 
so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have 
given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the 
world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take 
them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  

Verse 18: 

As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I 
sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 

“The world” is the word “cosmos” in the Greek language. It can mean the physical earth, 
but it most often means the whole world system under Satan’s influence that is opposed 
to God and his truth. When the Bible says that “God so loved the world” what he loves it 
with is a redeeming love. He doesn’t love it with an attractional love or an attachment 
love. He loves it with a redeeming love. He desires the world to be saved because he 
realized the wretched state it’s in. We have been set free from the world and its 
influences, and that’s why we’re not to love the world or anything in the world.  

You remember when John was later writing in his first letter, he made it very clear. First 
John 2 verse 15: 

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful 
man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not 
from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but 
the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

We’re not to love the world. This world is passing away. “Why would you put your 
hope, your attachment, your self-value, your worth, and all of your hope in things 
that aren’t gonna last?” is what Jesus is saying.  It isn’t just people in the world who 
do this. Christians do it. We anchor our hope to what’s here. But what’s here isn’t gonna 
last. In fact, take a good look around. Everything you see will one day be gone except 
people and the word of God which is eternal. Everything you see will one day be gone, 
so why do we sink our hopes in it?  

We are in the world. We are not of it. We’re in the world to testify to the truth, but we are 
not to be identified as belonging to it. We belong to God. We belong to Christ and his 
kingdom. “We are not of the world any more than Jesus is of the world,” he said. 
We have been sanctified by the truth. We’ve been set apart as people belonging to 
God. We’ve been set apart from the world.  
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That’s why Paul writes that we are aliens and strangers. Does the world seem a little bit 
unfriendly to you? Jesus said, “You live this life of truth, the world may hate you 
because you’re not of it. You’re not one of them. You’re in the world you’re not of 
it.” 

We’ve also been set apart from the evil one. Verse 15: 

My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but you protect them 
from the evil one.  

You see, we’re in the world for a purpose, and we oppose Satan and his lies by living 
and proclaiming the truth. Satan is a created angel who fell in rebellion against God. 
Satan is a liar. He is the embodiment of the lie as Jesus is the embodiment of the truth. 
So if you still live in the lie opposed to God, then God is not your father. Satan is. 

People have a hard time with that. They had a hard time when Jesus said it that first 
time, and it’s still true. John Chapter 8 verse 42, Jesus said to them: 

If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now 
am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me.  

Remember, he is talking to the religious leaders and others who claim to be followers of 
God and had God as their father. He said, “If God were your Father, you’d be 
listening to me. You would love me because I came from God.” 

43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear 
what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out 
your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to 
the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native 
language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  

Satan has no truth in him. “He is a liar and the father of lies.” All lies originate with 
him. That’s what makes lying such a devastating thing, especially coming out of the 
mouth of one who calls himself a Christian. You see, we are indwelt by the one who is 
the truth. We belong to him. The Holy Spirit is in us. He is the Spirit of Truth. When a 
Christian lies, they are willingly giving over God’s mouth to be used for Satan’s purpose 
against the truth. That’s what makes lies so devastating for a Christian. You see, Satan 
is the liar. He is the originator of it. When a Christian lies, they’re giving their God-
bought mouth over for Satan to use against God and his truth. That is a place you don’t 
ever wanna be. You don’t ever wanna be. 

That’s also what makes not believing in Jesus so devastating to God because what 
we’re saying is, “God, you’ve told us who he is. You’ve told us about our sin. You’ve told 
us about salvation. If we don’t believe you then we’re calling God a liar.” Satan loves it 
when we do that. Whenever God says, “Do this,” and we don’t, or whenever he says, 
“Don’t do this,” and we do, we’re calling God a liar.  

We’re saying, “I don’t believe you.” It’s exactly what John said in 1 John 5 verse 9: 

We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the 
testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. 10 Anyone who believes in 
the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God 
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has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God 
has given about his Son. 

It’s why Jesus told the religious leaders and the Jews who had believed in him to “Live 
in the truth.” It marks us as belonging to God and being set free to be used for God 
and his purpose, no longer to be used by the evil one and his purpose.  

15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect 
them from the evil one. 

It’s why Jesus said in John 8 verse 31: 

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, 
you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free.” 

If you’re holding to his teaching then you are hearing the truth, you are believing the 
truth, you are obeying the truth, and you are sharing the truth, all the things we’ve been 
learning these last few weeks. Then you know the truth has set you apart as one who 
belongs to God. “Sanctify them in the truth.” 

Not only is it truth that sets us apart as belonging to God, but the word of truth is what 
gives our lives a firm foundation. Jesus said in verse 16: 

They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the 
truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them 
into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly 
sanctified. 

I was reading this last week some articles about California earthquakes. Growing up on 
the East Coast I still have relatives who think we’re living in danger of falling into the 
ocean at any time, so I try to get facts. The facts that I saw made me realize they may 
not be far from the truth. Anyway, I was shocked at how many earthquakes happen 
every day in California. I was reading about one study that was done in Coalinga. When 
I was reading about why Coalinga, I came across this fact. I didn’t realize this. They 
average 40 earthquakes a year in Coalinga – 40 a year. Most of them are in the 3. 
something range. Some get up around the 5’s. They’ve had one at 8.2 that I could find.  

They’ve done a lot of research in the Coalinga area about housing and what helps in an 
earthquake. An interesting study because in Coalinga they have some houses that were 
built on the old style that were built on a foundation. Then they have the houses that 
were built in the new style that are bolted to the foundation. The old style homes are 
built on a good foundation, but they’re not bolted to it. In the new ones they are. 

What they found out is that in many earthquakes the ones that just sit on the foundation 
do fine until the earth moves a certain way sideways. In the last big Coalinga quake, it 
shook a bunch of houses 7-8 inches off their foundation. The whole house slid off the 
foundation and collapsed not because they didn’t have it on a lot of good foundation, 
they weren’t bolted to it which has done a lot to change the way construction is done 
today. 
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As I was reading about these facts I thought, “That explains a lot of what happens to a 
lot of people, why their lives are such a mess, why they’re so easily shaken by 
circumstances, why they’re constantly questioning God, why they seem to have so little 
hope and are so easily shaken. They’re not bolted to the foundation.”  

Now, people who have never trusted Christ as their Savior are building their lives with 
no foundation. People that believed and received Jesus are saved and have their 
eternity on the foundation of Christ, they can’t be lost. But often these professing 
Christians don’t seem to live or have lives any more secure than unbelievers. They are 
shaken, and their faith is weakened by the same circumstantial tremors. But those who 
are not only saved but anchored to Christ by living and obeying the truth, they’re able to 
endure the temptations, the trials, and the deceptions of life and to stand strong 
because they’re vitally connected to the one who is the truth.  

That’s the difference of being simply saved by the truth and having a life truly sanctified 
by it. It’s what Pastor Rich was describing this week more deeply in Week 4 of the 
workbook, “The Consecrated Life.” I hope you’ll take some time to go through that.  

Jesus prayed that we would be sanctified by the truth and that God’s word is truth. His 
word is the objective rock that never moves. His word is a firm foundation for life and 
eternity. That’s why he prayed that we would be sanctified by it, set apart by it because 
it’s eternal. It’s not gonna change. But to know that assurance isn’t enough. You have to 
hear the word, but you have to put it into practice. That was Jesus’ message to the 
people in the close of the Sermon on the Mount, the greatest sermon ever preached. 
Matthew 7 verse 24. Listen to this: 

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice 
is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words 
of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his 
house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 

People building your life on sand means you have no salvation, you have no foundation. 
It’s gonna be destroyed. But so many Christians build their lives on the foundation of 
Christ. They accept him as their Savior. He lives in their life. They are saved, but they’re 
not bolting to that foundation. They’re not listening to the word and obeying it. They’re  
not applying it in all the areas of their life. They’re not putting it into practice. It isn’t 
enough just to know the truth, you have to put it into practice. That’s why Christians who 
hear God’s word over and over again are no better off, no more assured, no stronger in 
their faith than many unbelievers. Truth is a firm foundation for those who hear it, 
believe it, obey it, and put it to use. They do what God says. 

People living on a foundation of truth have faith that doesn’t get shaken. It doesn’t mean 
they don’t go through trials. God knows they do, but they face disease and death and 
deception and temptation and a whole host of circumstances, and they even handle 
their abundant blessings in the right way. They know God is there. They know God is 
working in everything. Their hope isn’t in this life, it’s in the next one. They have a  
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foundation that’s firm because the word of God is truth, a firm foundation with those 
whose lives in eternity are set apart in the truth. When your life is built on and bolted to 
that foundation you can stand strong in the storms of life.  

If you are not sanctified by truth, if you are not living in that foundation, then you will fall 
prey to every lie that comes down the pipeline. Some of them are holding people in 
bondage that will destroy them for eternity. 

Back in the 1990s I got introduced to a cult that had moved in Antioch called “Unity.” 
They first showed up at one of our pastors meetings. I hadn’t been familiar with this cult, 
so I got in a dialogue with some of the people there. I discerned right away they’re using 
all Christian terms, but something doesn’t sound right about this. I find out they’re called 
“The Unity School of Christianity.” They opened up a center in Antioch, “Unity on the 
Delta.” They are just one of many of the metaphysical Christian cults. They are founded 
by I think it was Phineas Parkhurst Quimby who also funded Christian Science and 
some others. By the way, Christian Science is neither Christian nor science. I always 
get a chuckle out of that name.  

So, realizing they were moving in the area and wanted to be recognized as a Christian 
denomination, I thought I would pay a visit to their center, which I did. I went down to the 
local Unity Center. I was standing there looking through their material when a nice 
young man came out and asked if I needed any help. 

 I said, “Well, yes I do actually. I’m interested in talking about truth.” 

He said, “Oh, you’ll find it here.”  

I said, “Really? That’s great. What is truth?” 

He said, “Well, there are many truths.” 

I said, “Oh, really. Is Jesus the truth?” 

He goes, “Oh, yes,” but he said, “Buddha is the truth, Mohammed is the truth, even 
yourself. You are the truth.”  

I said, “Wow. I can determine my own truth?” 

He said, “Yes, you can.” 

I said, “Well, what if I told you that my truth is that there is an absolute truth that Jesus is 
the truth and every other approach to God is a lie?” 

“Well, that can’t be true,” he said, “because there are many ways to God. God is within 
each of us.” 

I said, “Oh, really.” I said, “Well, I don’t want to sound cocky but I can tell you fairly 
confidently that God is not within you, and without Jesus Christ you’ll never have God 
within you. That is the truth.” 

He said, “That’s too narrow. That can’t possibly be true.” 
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I still remember saying to the young man, “Young man, you don’t even know the lie 
you’re living in. You don’t even know the lie you’re living in.” I said to him, “If Jesus is 
true and Buddha is true and they conflict with each other, how can both of them be 
true?” 

He had no answer because he knows deep down they can’t be. He’s already caught in 
his own lie. 

So then I said to him, “Do you believe that all truth is revealed?” 

“Yes, I do. Well, how much of all truth you think you know? Do you think you know 10% 
of all truth?” 

He goes, “Oh, no.” 

“5%.” 

“No.” 

“1%.” 

“No. I don’t even think you can know 1% of all truth.” 

I said, “Well, let’s give you the benefit of the doubt. Let’s say that you know 1% of all 
truth there is to know. What I’m telling you is that the truth that will save your life is in 
that 99% you doing nothing about. In fact, what you believe is not truth. It is a lie that is 
deceiving you.” 

I still remember him looking at me and saying, “Dear God, don’t tell me any more. 
You’re scaring me to death.” 

I said, “Young man, I’m not here to scare you to death. I’m here to help you find life.” 

Then he asked me to leave. 

People, if you don’t have truth, the absolute rock solid truth of God’s eternal word as 
your foundation, there is no limit how far you can be led astray. There is no limit to the 
lies of the evil one that you will believe and be convinced that they are true. People, 
truth is a sword. It divides. It cuts open. It exposes. It gets to the heart of the matter. 

Pastor Rich wrote in Week 5 Day 2, page 103 of his workbook: 

The Word of God is the Light of God and the Truth of God. The word of God is 
like a powerful beam of light piercing and penetrating the darkness in every 
direction. The writer of Hebrews said, “the word of God is living and active. 
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  

Hebrews goes on to say, “Nothing is hidden from God’s sight.” 

It’s true. Rich went on to say: 

If the Word of God can judge the thoughts and attitudes of the heart, wherever it 
“shines” it’s gonna divide and separate people. When the light of God illuminates 
the darkness of men’s souls they will either be drawn to the light or they will draw 
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back from its revealing rays. No one is neutral about the word of God. It is the 
great divider of the human race.  

People, where do you stand with the truth today really? Is the eternal word of God the 
very word that’s setting your life apart as belonging to God, sanctified and set apart 
belong to him? Are you living a life of truth? Is the eternal word of God your very 
foundation that you are bolted to, living out in obedience every day?  

Jesus told Pilate, “For this reason I was born again into the world to testify to the 
truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 
It’s a good question, but a better question is this, “Who is truth?” God is truth, therefore 
his word is truth. It’s the truth that sets us apart as belonging to God distinguishing us as 
those who have been set free from the lies of the world and the evil one. It is the truth 
that gives our lives a firm foundation when we hear, believe, live, and apply God’s truth 
to every area of life. We don’t just know the truth, we live it in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Jesus prayed a powerful prayer. It’s our memory verse for this week: 

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the 
world, I have sent them into the world.  

I am far from a perfect man. If you’ve been around me a while you know that easily. But 
I love Jesus. His word means everything to me. I can tell you that I want to live every 
day so that on any day if my Father gets down and looks into my eyes and asks me, 
“Are you living a life set apart in the truth?” 

I simply look him eye and say, “Yup.” It’s that simple. The truth will set us free. 

Father, thank you, thank you for having Jesus pray this prayer for us. Teach us to pray it 
for ourselves that our lives will be set apart in truth, sanctified as belonging to God, no 
longer the world or the evil one; and that you would help us to live lives bolted to the 
truth, set apart in truth. Your word is truth, the eternal word, the foundation for life and 
eternity. And we’ll thank you, God. In your precious name, Amen. 


