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February 24, 2013 
Matthew 4:1-11 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

The Eternal Word: 
The Word of Life 

 
If you have your Bibles, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to Matthew Chapter 4. We are 
finishing up this week in our series “The Eternal Word: Building Your Life on the Foundation of 
Truth.” We have learned a lot of things I hope over the last six weeks. While you’re turning in 
your Bibles, I want to give a special greeting all the folks down in Antioch today. Thank you for 
your faithfulness. Hope you’re having a good morning down there. We are very grateful to be 
worshiping together with you today. 

I want to let you know also that our memory verse for this week probably is a good summary for 
the whole thing. From James 1 verse 22, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says.” 

If we didn’t take anything away from these six weeks other than that God’s word is reliable, it is 
eternal and true, we can build our lives on it, we don’t just hear it but we actually put it into 
practice; then we would be able to take away from these lessons something that would 
absolutely be life transforming because in truth the word of God is the word of life.  

There are so many people today who are missing out on the life God has for them because they 
have the illusion that God’s word is merely a set of rules and regulations that steals their joy. 
They don’t understand that it is a life manual. The more we bring our lives in line with this word, 
the more we bring our lives in line with the God of this word, the one who is life itself, we will 
never be disappointed in trusting God or aligning ourselves with this word, following it in every 
way. This word is truth. This word is life.  

That’s why when we read in Matthew 4 about the temptations of Jesus we see Christ living out 
humanity the way you and I were intended to live it. He faced temptations there that you and I 
face all the time. In fact, the apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians Chapter 10 verse 13, “There is 
no temptation that’s overtaken you that isn’t common to man.” We all face it, but with the 
temptation there is a way out. There is a way out of this temptation to move away from God and 
to live our lives on our own. The way that we do that is the way Jesus did it in the wilderness. 

Jesus handled his temptations in his humanity the same way you and I can. He used it. He 
faced those temptations by using the word of God. He stood strong on that foundation. It was 
the word of life for him in that critical moment, and it’s the word of life for all of us.  

This is the way Matthew recorded it for us. Luke also records these same events in a different 
order. Matthew is probably the order in which these temptations came. It tells us in Matthew 4 
verse 1: 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After 
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, 
“If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the 
temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 
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“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
and they will lift you up in their hands, 
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and 
worship me.” 
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve him only.’” 
11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord Jesus, you are the God-man, fully God and fully human. You came to reveal God and to 
redeem us from our sins. You could not experience the fullness of our humanity unless you too 
faced a world of temptation. You did not overcome these things by relying on your deity. You 
overcame these things in your humanity the same way you want us to do it by standing on the 
word of life, a word that speaks life. It’s a word that protects and guides and gives us strength. 

I pray today, God, that as we look even closer we will see how we too can live more as you 
designed us to live when we take our stand with you and the word of life. We’ll thank you, God, 
for all that you will show us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

It was a battle for life that raged on for seven years: Fourteen appeals, five suits in federal 
courts, two Florida State and federal legislative acts, four denials of appeal to the US Supreme 
Court. It was the Terri Schiavo case, a legal struggle involving prolonged life support in the 
United States. It lasted from 1998 to 2005. At issue is whether to carry out the decision of the 
husband of Theresa Marie Terri Schiavo to terminate her life support.  

Terri was diagnosed by doctors as being in a persistent vegetative state. The highly publicized 
and prolonged series of legal challenges presented her parents and state and federal legislative 
officials a series of seven year delays before life support was finally terminated.  

Terri Schiavo collapsed in her St. Petersburg, Florida home in full cardiac arrest on February 25, 
1990. She suffered massive brain damage due to lack of oxygen. After 2 ½ months in a coma, 
her diagnosis was changed to vegetative state. For the next few years, doctors attempted 
speech and physical therapy and other experimental therapy hoping to return her to a state of 
awareness. But in 1998, Schiavo’s husband Michael petitioned the Sixth Circuit Court of Florida 
to remove her feeding tube.  

He was opposed by Terri’s parents, Robert and Mary Schindler, who argued that she was 
conscious. The court determined that she would not wish to continue life-prolonging measures, 
so on April 24, 2001 her feeding tube was removed for the first time only to be reinserted 
several days later. On February 25, 2005, a Pinellas County judge ordered the removal of Terri 
Schiavo’s feeding tube. Several appeals and federal government interventions followed which 
included President George W. Bush returning to Washington from Texas to sign legislation 
designed to keep her alive. 

After all attempts at appeals, the federal court system upheld the original decision. The staff of 
Pinellas Park Hospice Facility, where Terri was being cared for, removed the feeding tube on 
March 18, 2005. She died 13 days later of starvation and dehydration. 
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At the heart of the battle was a simple question, was Terri Schiavo really alive? If her brain was 
dead and she wasn’t responding was she really alive? If her quality of life is gone, is her life 
essentially over? These were the questions that prevailed for those seven years. Her parents 
and the President of the United States and many others said, “Yes, she’s fully alive.”  

Her husband and the courts said “No.” It brought to international attention the question, what is 
life? Where does it begin? When does it end? Is quality of life an indicator of life? 

You know, it’s a controversy that shouldn’t even have existed because God has already given 
the answers. There’s no questions. God reveals that life begins at conception. It ends when our 
body dies. The quality of life is not determined by what you own or how rich you are or how 
healthy or functioning your body is. God is the author and giver of life. When our body dies here, 
you do not. God is the author and giver of life, and apart from him there is no life. God 
determines when life begins. God determines when it’s over here on earth. There can be a right 
time to remove the machines of life support, but it’s important for us to understand the machines 
don’t give life. They can keep a body functioning, but only God gives life. We know this because 
God has given us his word which tells us that he is life. And he’s given us his word which is the 
word of life.  

We are in our sixth and final week of our discipleship study “The Eternal Word: Building Your 
Life on the Foundation of Truth.” Over the last six weeks we have learned some pretty important 
things, things that Satan doesn’t want you to know or to remember or to believe. We have 
learned that the Bible is the inspired, inerrant, faithfully transmitted, and totally reliable eternal 
word of God; that Jesus is the incarnate word the very Living Word of God who was revealed in 
the written word, the Bible; that this word spoken is powerful. It’s able to transform lives. It’s able 
to save the lost. It’s able to provide wisdom and guidance to all who believe it and receive it and 
obey it. This word has power as we learned last week because this word is truth, absolute, total 
and unchanging truth rooted in the person of the eternal God. This word is the eternal word of 
life that brings life and sustains life in all who believe and receive it. That’s why Jesus said in 
John 10 verse 10, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that 
they may have life, and have it to the full.”  

That word “life” means literally “life as God has it,” “life the way God has life and the way God 
wants life to be.” The word “full” means “abundant, over-the-top abundant, more than full,” you 
get the idea. Life is defined as connection with God who is life. Death is separation from him. 
That’s why Paul could tell the Ephesians in Ephesians 2 verse 1 that “We are dead in our 
trespasses and sins.” We’re separated from God.  

Sin separates us from God. Therefore sin separates us from life because God is life. Jesus is 
God’s life in human form. He came to reveal God and to redeem us from death. Jesus died to 
conquer our sin, to conquer our death, and to conquer our grave. He rose again and is alive 
today offering forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life to those who believe and receive him. 
Jesus is the life. The word that reveals him is the word of life. That’s why John wrote in 1 John 
 5 verse 11: 

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He 
who has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life.  

People, the kind of life that God’s describing has very little to do with length. It has everything to 
do with quality. That’s why you can be the poorest person on earth, in ill health, brain dead, and 
yet if Jesus lives in you, you are more alive than the healthiest, wealthiest person on earth who  
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is existing without Jesus Christ. The word of God, the word of life is the key to life. That’s why 
Jesus, when facing the greatest challenge in his ministry, overcame and defeated sin and death 
because he stood firm on the word of life. 

In Matthew 4, Jesus’ wilderness temptations show how Jesus in his humanity overcame a full 
frontal assault of the evil one who was trying to deceive him and confuse him and disqualify him 
from going to the cross. Jesus would forfeit life that he drew from God, and yet in every case he 
stood on the word of life. So can we because God’s eternal word is the word of life.  

How is this so? Well, as Jesus demonstrated, it is the food of life. It is the wisdom of life. It is the 
foundation of life. The eternal word is the food of life. Here’s how Matthew recorded it for us in 
verse 1: 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting 
forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you 
are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

When our kids were small, Karla and I used to take them when we went on trips: business trips, 
ministry trips, and vacation trips. We often drove because when you’ve got that many it’s too 
expensive to fly. When you drive with little kids you plan stops and potty breaks around their 
need to stop and around their hungry tummies. It wouldn’t be long before we’d hear, “Dad, 
mom, when are we gonna stop to eat? We’re hungry.”  

I would say to them, “Hungry? You just ate yesterday.” 

They would say, “Mom, dad, we’re hungry again.” 

“We’re hungry again.” Food doesn’t satisfy long does it? Especially Chinese food. Before long 
you have to eat again. Physical life requires physical food. If you don’t have physical food, 
eventually you will not have physical life. You have to feed your body. What’s true in the 
physical realm is even more so in the spiritual realm. There is no real life in the spiritual realm 
without the word of God. That’s why so many people are spiritually starving to death. Many of 
those people call themselves Christians. I’m not here to judge anyone. I’m just telling you it 
doesn’t matter if it’s me or you or Jesus Christ in his humanity could not live the life God called 
them to live without the word of God constantly feeding them. 

Jesus made that abundantly clear in the first temptation. After fasting 40 days and 40 nights, he 
was hungry. The tempter came to him. He always comes when there’s a need, and the needs 
are legitimate. You’re not gonna get tempted by the evil one with a need you don’t have. He’s 
gonna come and tempt you in areas where you do have needs.  

3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
become bread.” 

Forty days of fasting, praying, and apparently medicating on God’s eternal word and he was 
hungry. In the construction of the language here, Satan is essentially saying to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, and we both know that you are, then you have the right in your hunger to meet 
your need as God meets the needs of all people who are physically hungry. So, command these 
stones to become bread because you are the Son of God.” 

But Jesus knew that life was more than physical, that God had not called him out there to eat 
bread. He had called him out there to fast and pray and to be tempted because, you see, the 
most important life for Jesus was the life that flowed from God and the life that flowed from his 
word, so obeying it was the key to his life which is why he said: 
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4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

Jesus never said, “We don’t live on bread.” He said, “Man doesn’t live on bread alone.” 
People, there’s the heart of the lie. Satan tries to convince so many people that life is found in 
bread alone, but if you just have all this physical stuff you’ll be alive. You’ll have a quality of life. 
You’ll be really living. You ever hear that stuff? So people chase after all that, and they get it all. 
What often happens? How many famous people can you name in the last year that took their 
own lives who had everything the physical realm could offer and yet had no life worth living and 
they took it?  

We live on every word that comes from the mouth of God. Don’t let Satan deceive you. God will 
meet your physical needs. Don’t ever think those are the key to life. They’re not. Jesus said, 
“It’s written.” He quoted from Deuteronomy 8 verses 1 through 3. This is what Jesus was 
meditating on in the wilderness: 

Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and 
increase and may enter and possess the land the LORD promised on oath to your 
ancestors. 2 Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the wilderness 
these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, 
whether or not you would keep his commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger 
and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to 
teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of the LORD.  

Israel had gone through the desert. Jesus in his humanity meditated on that and he realized, 
“You know what? God wants me to have bread he’ll send it from heaven. He didn’t send 
me out here to eat. He sent me out here on a mission. Temptation is part of why I’m here. 
I’m not gonna meet a short-term need by disobedience to God’s long-term eternal word 
because I’m out here to learn what Israel learned, man doesn’t live on bread alone. He 
lives on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  

You can’t live without God. So if you live on God’s word, your soul will live. You’ll live with God. 
It’s why Moses would later say in Deuteronomy 32 verse 44: He spoke all that Song of Moses to 
the people in the wilderness then: 

45 When Moses finished reciting all these words to all Israel, 46 he said to them, “Take to 
heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may command 
your children to obey carefully all the words of this law. 

Listen to this: 
47 They are not just idle words for you—they are your life. By them you will live. 

It’s why Jesus told the crowds that followed him, “Don’t follow me just for the physical bread 
you’re getting.” Remember after feeding the 5000? John Chapter 6 verse 25: 

When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did 
you get here?” 
26 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you 
saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27 Do not 
work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of 
Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” 
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“I am the living bread,” he said. “He who eats of me will never go hungry.” Do we really 
believe that Jesus is the bread of life and that his word is the word of life? These are some 
questions I’ve been asking myself this week ‘cuz I can’t afford to go through six weeks of an 
effort like this and not be a changed man at the end. I can’t afford that. I can’t afford to have 
wasted all those things that God’s trying to teach me. So I’m asking questions like this, am I 
hungering and thirsting for God and his word with the same intensity that I hunger and thirst for 
physical food? In fact, am I hungering and thirsting more for that than I am physical food? If not, 
there may be something wrong with me. If not, I could be growing spiritually weaker and less 
and less alive without even knowing it. 

As Pastor Brian and Anna Beakhouse wrote this week in their excellent devotional in the 
introduction on page 120: 

The Word of God provides not only the solid foundation on which we build our life, but 
when we believe and apply it, it gives us life. The truth of Scripture lived out in God’s 
people brings transformation to our home, communities and nations for His glory. 
Neglecting the spend time with God, through his Word results in a dry spiritual life that  
leaves us vulnerable to the enemy’s lies. It will rob us of the fullness of life in Christ, 
harmony with him, and unity with each other. 

“Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.” 

Not only is it the food of life, but the eternal word is the wisdom of life. Look at Matthew 
4 verse 5: 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the 
temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 

“It is written”: 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
and they will lift you up in their hands, 
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

I came across a story of a guy, a Ukrainian man, who went to the St. Petersburg’s Zoo. This 
happened in 2006. It was reported in the St. Petersburg Times. It reported the death of a 
Ukrainian man who was mauled by a lioness at the Kiev Zoo. He encountered the animal on 
purpose believing that God would protect him. A zoo official said, “The man lowered himself by 
a rope into a concrete enclosure holding four lions shouting, ‘God will save me if he exists.’”  

The man took off his shoes and strode toward the animals. One lioness came to meet him. She 
knocked him down and quickly severed his carotic artery. Zoo officials stated, “The incident, 
which occurred in front of a large crowd of terrorized people, was the first of its kind.” No 
kidding. It probably will be the last one. 

I read an article like that and I thought, “What causes a guy to do something that foolish?” Some 
would say it was faith. He believed God would protect him.” It wasn’t faith. It was folly. It was a 
lack of wisdom that made a man think he could put God to the test, and it cost him his life.  

You see, people, there is a big difference between God putting me in the lion’s den and I put me 
in a lion’s den. There is a big difference. Satan is always seeking to get us to put God to the 
test, to get God to act on our terms and our time, to jump through our hoops to prove that he is 
there. It is to bring glory to ourselves many times, not to God. “See how spiritual I am that God 
works at my command.”  
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Jesus knew what Satan was up to and had the wisdom to handle it rightly according to God’s 
word. Satan was trying to kill Jesus to keep him from going to the cross where his death would 
spell the death for Satan and all his lies. So Satan says, “Jesus you want to do the ‘It is written 
thing?’” I’ll give you an ‘It’s written.’ I’m gonna give you Psalm 91, verses 11 and 12 where it 
says, ‘He will command his angels concerning you. They will lift you up in their hands so that 
you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”  

Satan leaves out some critical parts, but that’s not even the point of this. Satan was trying to use 
Scripture misapplied to get Jesus to take things into his own hands and act outside the will of 
God. But Jesus was wise enough to see through it because he’d been meditating on 
Deuteronomy 6 verse 16, 17: 

Do not test the LORD your God as you did at Massah in the wilderness. 17 Be sure to 
keep the commands of the LORD your God and the stipulations and decrees he has 
given you.  

The word “Massah” means “testing,” and it refers to the place where Israel demanded God give 
them water to prove he was really with them and to prove that he could provide. Exodus 17 tells 
us that God had Moses strike the rock and water gushed out, but God judged them for their 
duplicity and their lack of faith. They were forcing his hands to do their will. You see, the real 
issue is when we test God we’re saying, “We don’t believe your word, your goodness, so do this 
thing so we will believe. Our will is supreme to yours and we want you to act NOW.” 

Jesus would have none of it because he had the wisdom to know that Satan hadn’t used God’s 
word correctly, and you don’t put God to the test. So how did Jesus answer him, “It is also 
written.” You want to use the word? Then use it all and use it right.  

When you do hear and believe, God gives a wisdom that helps us to see through Satan’s lies 
and allows us to stand strong in the truth, a wisdom to see through his duplicity. That’s why Paul 
told Timothy when he was leading the church at Ephesus in 2 Timothy 3 verse 10: 

You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, 
love, endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in 
Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from 
all of them. 12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted, 13 while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and 
being deceived. 

Listen to this: 
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, 
because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have 
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work. 

“It is also written” the whole counsel of God’s word that brings wisdom and life to those who 
know it and believe it.  

Not only the food of life and the wisdom of life, but the eternal word is the foundation of life. 
Verse 8: 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and 
worship me.” 
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10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve him only.’” 
11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

I don’t know if you’ve ever heard of David Foster Wallace. He is an award-winning, best-selling 
novelist who committed suicide in 2008 at the top of his game. Before his death, he gave a 
famous commencement address in which he said this to the graduating class. Remember he is 
an intellectual, not a follower of Jesus that any of us can understand. This is what he said to the 
class: 

In the day-to-day trenches of adult life, there is actually no such thing as atheism. 
Everybody worships. The only choice we get is what to worship. Pretty much anything 
you worship will eat you alive. If you worship money and things, if they are where you 
tap real meaning in life, then you will never have enough. Worship your own body and 
beauty and sexual allure, and you will always feel ugly. When time and age starts 
showing up, you will die a million deaths before they finally plant you. Worship power 
and you will feel weak and afraid, and you’ll need more and more power to overcome the 
others and to keep fear at bay. Worship your intellect, being seen as smart, and you’ll 
end up feeling stupid, a fraud, always on the verge of being found out. In other words, be 
careful what you worship. It will control your life.  

“Everybody worships. The only choice we get is what we worship.” Worship has to do with 
worth, and there can be only one person or object that has a place of ultimate worth in our lives. 
Whatever that thing or person is becomes the foundation you build your life on. It becomes your 
hope. The number one object of worship is self. We live for self to please self to trust self to 
know self to pamper self to advance self to trust in self. It has many, many forms of the way that 
worship manifests itself, but if self is our own foundation, it’s like building your life on sand.  

Jesus’ humanity was foundational, rooted in the worship of God and the word of God. Satan 
was offering Jesus a shortcut to glory. Perhaps in some glorious vision he shows Jesus the 
splendor of all the kingdoms of the world. He is the prince of this world right now by the way. He 
has authority to some degree over them, not greater than Christ’s authority, but he has some 
say. He is active in the world. Jesus knows that he is King, but Satan is offering the kingdom of 
the world without the cross. No sacrifice. No separation from the Father. No humiliation. No 
suffering. “All you have to do is put me on the throne of your life in ultimate place of worth one 
time” which the Greek word implies. “Bow down and worship me one time. That’s it, and you will 
have all of this without the cross. One time.”  

Jesus’ response is the response of a man rooted firmly in truth and a foundation that will not 
move. Jesus said to him, verse 10, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve him only.’” 

Not self. Not Satan. Not the flesh of the world. Not my own interests. Not any shortcuts. God is 
in the ultimate place of worth in my life. It is his word that tells me he needs to be there. I will not 
trade the eternal for the temporary and serve him only. Interesting, Satan never mentioned 
anything about serving, but he didn’t have to because Jesus knew that whatever you truly 
worship you will end up serving. He would not be moved. So he quotes God’s word of life. 
Deuteronomy 6 verse 13:  

Fear the LORD your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name. 14 Do not 
follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you; 15 for the LORD your God, who is 
among you, is a jealous God and his anger will burn against you, and he will destroy you 
from the face of the land.  
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David Foster Wallace was right. The only choice we have is who or what we worship. So many 
people do not live life the way God designed because God is not in the place of ultimate worship 
in their lives. They worship other gods, chiefly self, and they bow down to the gods of the 
peoples around them thinking that by them they will have life, but they won’t. Jesus stood on the 
foundation of truth, the word of life, which is the word of God.  

Another good question to be asking ourselves at the end of this series of lessons, is Jesus 
Christ and his word in the place of ultimate worth in my life? If not, what is in that place? 
Because in truth that is what I am serving. Whatever veneer of Christianity or lifestyle I put upon 
it, whatever is in the ultimate place of worth in my life, is what I am serving. The word of life is 
available to all who will receive it.  

I was reading a piece by Ravi Zacharias from a book called Jesus Among Other Gods. He was 
quoting from Jon Krakauer’s book Into Thin Air, which was relating the hazards that plagued the 
climbers in their expedition to Mount Everest during the spring of ‘96. I don’t know if you 
remember around or reading about that expedition. That year the attempt to reach the summit 
resulted in a great loss of life. It said: 

One of those who died was Andy Harris, one of the expedition leaders. Harris had  
stayed at the peak past the deadline, and on his descent he became in dire need of 
oxygen. Harris radioed his predicament to the base camp telling them of his need, and 
that he had come upon a cache of oxygen canisters left by other climbers all empty.  

Those who had passed by the canisters on their own return from the summit knew that 
they were not empty. Those canisters were full. That’s why they had left them there. But 
even as they pleaded with him on the radio to make use of them, it was to no avail.  

Already starved for oxygen, Harris continued to argue that the canisters were empty and 
refused to utilize them. The problem was that the lack of what he needed so disoriented 
his mind that though he was surrounded by a restoring supply, he continued to complain 
of its absence. The very thing he held in his hand was absent in his brain and ravaged 
his capacity to recognize that the answer he was clutching in his grasp. 

People, that is a picture of the way most people live today. Their lives are falling apart. Their 
lives are a mess. They have no real hope. They’re grasping for straws that don’t satisfy, and yet 
they are surrounded by a word that is life for them. As we’ve been learning, God has done all he 
can do. He has spoken to us in creation. He has spoken to us through his Son. He has spoken 
to us through his word. He speaks to us through his church. He speaks to us through other 
believers. He speaks to us in our circumstances. He speaks to us in his word, a word of life. 
We’re holding it in our hands. It’s available to all. The question is, will we believe it? Will we 
receive it? Will we accept it as the eternal word, and will we build our life on the foundation of 
this truth? That’s what’s at heart. That’s what’s at stake. What we spent this last six weeks 
learning is there is one truth, ultimate truth, and God is it. He has revealed himself in multiple 
ways so that no one will stay trapped in this lie. 

As Peter said, “The grass withers and the flowers fall. All of man’s glory is like them, but the 
word of the Lord stands forever. This is the word that has been preached to you.” 

Father, I thank you today for the eternal word, the eternal word incarnate, Jesus Christ; the 
eternal word written, our Scriptures; the eternal word spoken; the eternal word of truth; the 
eternal word of life. Please, God, do not allow us any longer to be deceived by the lies of the evil 
one. Don’t let us build our lives on foundations of sand which end up crumbling and crashing, 
but let us more every day build our lives on the rock, the truth that never moves, the foundation 
of life and eternity for all who believe. Those who trust in the Lord will never be disappointed. 
Thank you, God. We pray this in your precious name, Amen. 


