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March 10, 2013 
Revelation 2:1-7 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Ephesus- 
Forsaking Your First Love 

 
Hey, we’re beginning a new miniseries today called “The Seven Letters to the Churches of 
Revelation.” If you have your Bibles I’d like you to turn with me to the last book of the New 
Testament. We’re gonna be focusing for the next few weeks on Chapters 2 and 3, which are 
those seven letters, real letters that Jesus had John the apostle write to seven real churches 
addressing real issues that were alive in the churches in that day and are alive in churches even 
today. The lessons that we learn from these things are powerful examples and reminders in our 
own Christian life, reminders that Jesus sees how we live, every one of us. He sees every 
church and what we stand for. In these letters he gives a great deal of encouragement and a 
great deal of hope, and he also gives a great deal of instruction.  

John received his revelation while he was exiled on the island of Patmos. He had been sent out 
there by the Roman Emperor because of his testimony for Jesus. Can imagine? Living with 
such a powerful testimony that the Roman Empire had to take action against him, so they exiled 
him to die out on an island. It was a Sunday morning. John is worshiping the Lord on a Sunday 
morning. Jesus comes and appears to him and asks him to write these letters to the seven 
churches. 

This is where we pick it up in Chapter 1 verse 17: 

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me 
and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was 
dead, and behold, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and 
Hades. 
19 Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 
20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven 
golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, 
and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 

These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks 
among the seven golden lampstands. 2 I know your deeds, your hard work and 
your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have 
tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 

You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not 
grown weary. 
4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. 5 Remember the 
height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you 
do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. 6 But 
you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also 
hate. 
7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise 
of God.” 
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Let’s pray for a moment. 

Father, I want to thank you today for the privilege of being part of your church, for being a part of 
the church universal made up of all believers past, present, and future who will come to trust, 
believe, and walk with Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior now and forever. I want to thank you, 
God, for the local congregations that are manifest today around the world who are standing 
faithfully for you and reaching out to the nations so that every nation, tribe, and tongue can 
come to trust in Jesus Christ as their Savior.  

I thank you, God, for Golden Hills and for the many churches in our own area who stand 
faithfully for you. I pray today, God, for our Antioch campus and our Brentwood campus, and for 
the many manifestations of your presence through Golden Hills here and around the world. I 
ask, God, that you will help us to be a faithful church and over these next few weeks that we will 
see in each and every one of these letters our own identity and the things that you have to say. 
Give us ears to hear. “He who has ears to hear, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches” and we’ll thank you, God, for all the ways you’ll use this in our church and in our 
personal lives because we are the church, the very body of Christ to be your visible presence in 
the world to bring glory to your name. We ask this today, Lord, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

My friend and mentor, Ken Hutcherson, who played for years in the NFL and one of the guys 
who led me to Jesus, has written a couple of books. One of them is called When All Hell Breaks 
Loose. It was a very well-received book on the seven churches of Revelation. When he writes 
about the church at Ephesus, he begins his story like this, “Your first love,” three simple words. 
What kind of picture do those words paint in your mind? What is that thing or person that makes 
it worthwhile for you to roll out of bed in the morning? How do you describe that activity or 
relationship that light your fire, floats your boat, makes the stars come out at night?  

Do you remember that wonderful person of the opposite sex that just made you “oooh”? I can’t 
say it like Hutch does it, but “ooooh.” The words aren’t even there, but you know the person that 
made you just kinda “oooh.” You loved him or her, loved just being around him or her. Do you 
remember? There was that guy that made you have goo goo eyes who made you feel kinda 
schoolgirlish it’s all over again. You loved him so much that you’d even go to one of those 
monster truck shows and enjoy it. You didn’t care. You didn’t notice all the mud and noise and 
clouds of exhaust because you were with him.  

“Hey, the trucks are out there,” he’d say pointing. 

“I know,” you’d answer, “but I like it right here.” You ignore the inconveniences because your 
first love allowed you to enjoy anything and everything just as long as you were together.  

Or there was that girl you loved so much you would even go with her to watch a movie like Love 
Story. Remember that one? She was right there next you, and she smelled good. “Whooo.” You 
were so in love that you didn’t care where you were or what movie it was, you were just glad to 
be with her.  

Then one day something changed. “Monster trucks,” she said disdainfully. “I don’t want to go 
watch monster trucks. You never think about what I want to do.”  

And you’re left asking yourself, “Is this is the same woman I married?”  

Or he says, “Love Story? Forget it. All that lovey-dovey, exploring your feelings, Jane Austen 
stuff? No, no, no, no. Give me an action flick. I want to see someone’s head get busted. I want 
to see some buildings get blown up.”  
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So what happened? Hutch said: 

You got distracted. You got comfortable. You achieved your objective. You got the one 
you loved, and then you started looking around. You took your eyes off the goal. You left 
your first love. It happens all the time. 

It happens in countries when they forget that it’s in God that they are supposed to trust. It 
happens in companies when they lose sight of why and where they started and why they are in 
business in the first place. It happens in marriages when one or both partners start checking out 
other options. It happens in churches, and it happens to Christians when they swap out the pure 
love of Jesus for something else. That’s what was happening in the church at Ephesus. They 
were forsaking their first love. 

This letter from Jesus through the apostle John to the churches at Ephesus was the first of 
seven letters to seven real churches in Asia Minor, modern-day Turkey. John received this 
assignment to write these letters from the resurrected Jesus himself who met him on a Sunday 
morning as I mentioned. He met him on a Sunday morning while he was worshiping Jesus out 
on that forsaken island.  

He was exiled there by the Roman Emperor because of his testimony for Jesus. In fact, when 
John writes in Revelation Chapter 1 he says in verse 9: 

I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance 
that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud 
voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the 
seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia 
and Laodicea.” 

Jesus went on to say what became the outline of the whole book of Revelation. For he said to 
John in verse 19: 

“Write, therefore, what you have seen” 

That’s Chapter 1. 

“What is now” 

That’s Chapter 2 and 3 the letters to the seven churches. 

“And what will take place later.” 

Which is Chapter 4 to the end of the book.  
20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven 
golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, 
and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

You see, these seven letters describe the various conditions that Jesus saw in the churches of 
the first century, the same seven conditions that he sees in churches today and in believer’s 
lives today. Each letter had a similar format. First of all there was a message to the angel or the 
messenger or the pastor or leader of each congregation. The word “angel” means “messenger” 
and can mean either the pastor, leader, elder of a church or it could be literally an angel who 
had some connection there. Most likely, a pastor, elder, leader of the church. 

Then, a description of Jesus relevant to their condition. Jesus reveals himself to them in light of 
the situation he’s gonna address. Then there is accommodation for some. “I know your 
deeds.” For some there is a highlighting of their deficiency, “I have this against you.” Then 
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there is a remedy offered whenever there is a problem. Then an exhortation, “Who has ears to 
hear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.” Then there is a promise, “To 
him who overcomes, I will do this.”  

The letter to the Ephesian church is a message to a very good church, a very committed group 
of Christians who have forsaken the love of Jesus. The church at Ephesus was founded by Paul 
along with his companions Priscilla and Aquila. It was a cosmopolitan center. People were very 
transient here. They were coming and going a lot. The most notable landmark was the temple to 
Artemis also called Diana who they believe fell out of heaven. It was a place of worship and 
prostitution and banking. It was an asylum for fleeing criminals. Ephesus was not an easy place 
to live the committed Christian life.  

One of Ephesus’ own leading citizens, a philosopher by the name of Heraclitus called “The 
weeping philosopher,” said that the inhabitants of the city were so morally bankrupt that they 
were “fit only to be drowned” and that the reason he could never laugh or smile was because he 
lived among such a terrible uncleanness. It was a horrible city, decadent, a terribly difficult place 
to stay strong for Christ.  

But the church at Ephesus was staying strong. In fact, they gained Jesus’ approval on many 
things. When you read through his letter to them, they were a serving church, busy doing the 
work of the Lord. It was a church filled with activity. They were a sacrificing church. Jesus noted 
their “hard work,” he said. A word that means “labor,” literally “toiling to the point of 
exhaustion.” These people were not lazy.  

It was a steadfast church. The word is “perseverance,” literally “enduring under trial.” They were 
a church that was a suffering church, but they were also doctrinally sound. They stood up 
against the Nicolaitans, an early cultic figure with false teaching. They were standing strong for 
Jesus. 

Remember, they had Paul and Aquila and Priscilla and Timothy and the apostle John himself as 
the founding members of their church. This was an amazing body of believers. Today, this 
church would have been hailed by all and sought out by many and rightly so. It would’ve been 
noted as the powerful place to go if you wanted to hear the gospel. But there was a very serious 
condition that concerned Jesus deeply. Verse 4: 

Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.  

The word “forsaken” means “you’ve let it go.” It didn’t happen intentionally. They weren’t even 
aware. Slowly over time, their love for Jesus was replaced by something else: activity, pride in 
their doctrinal stand. This busy, sacrificing, doctrinally sound, suffering church, at their core was 
not healthy. They were doing all the right things for which they were commended because it’s 
always right to do right, but they were more devoted to the activity than they were to Jesus. That 
same condition can befall any Christian in any church today. You can have a church that’s 
doctrinally sound, hard-working, even suffering for Jesus. But they can have forsaken their 
absolute love for him.  

Christians can have all the appearance of devotion but be forsaking their first love. That’s the 
message to the church of Ephesus. So if we’ve forsaken a first love, how do you get it back? 
Well, Jesus gave three steps. By the way, these are the secret to regaining a first love in any 
dimension: for Jesus, your marriage, or any important relationship. Jesus simply said, 
“Remember, repent, and return.” “Remember, repent, and return (or repeat).” He begins 
by saying, Verse 5:  

5 Remember the height from which you have fallen!  



Page 5 of 9 

I was reading this last week about a couple who had just celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary. As they were sitting together in the living room, the wife said to her husband, 
“Things have really changed between us. Do you remember when you used to sit so close to 
me?” 

He said, “Well, I can remedy that,” and he got up and moved next her on the couch. 

She said, “And do you remember when used to hold me so tight?” 

He reached over and gave her a big hug and said, “How’s that?” 

She said, “Do you remember when used to nuzzle my neck and nibble on my earlobe?” 

He jumped to his feet and started leaving the room. 

She said, “Where are you going?” 

He said, “I’ll be right back. I’m going to get my teeth.”  

“Do you remember?” Sometimes our memory gets us in trouble. Other times it can be a real 
encourager because our memory can be a healer and a provider of hope.  

You know, sometimes in the past when couples have come to see me because their marriages 
are struggling and all they’re talking about is the negative, negative, negative, negative, 
negative. I say to them, “You know, there obviously was a time in your relationship where it was 
better than this or you wouldn’t even have ever gotten married if this is the way it was. So, how 
about we take a minute, I want you to go back and tell me what it was like when the two of you 
fell in love. What were you doing?” 

It’s amazing how instantly the countenance changes in the room. That trip down memory lane 
can be one of the first steps in restoring forsaken love. It reminds you of where you were once 
and what it was like, and it offers hope that if you were there once you can be there again. 

That was Jesus’ first step for this good church that had let go of its first love.  

Remember the height from which you have fallen.  

You see, the Ephesian church early on was noted for their love, their love for God, and each 
other. In fact, in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians written earlier, he said in Ephesians 1 verse 15, 
“For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the 
saints, I’ve not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers."  

In fact, at least 20 times in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians their love is mentioned: their love for 
God, their love for each other, their love for a lost world. But over time, that love for Jesus that 
fueled the work was replaced by the work itself. They had forsaken him. They had forgotten why 
they did what they did, and they forgot the one for whom they did it. If you’ve had asked them, 
they would have never said that. They would have said, “Why are you working so hard?” 

They would have said, “Because of Jesus,” but Jesus knew that they were not doing it out of 
love for him, pure love for him. They had forsaken him. They had forgotten why they did what 
they did. It can happen to any of us individually, and it can happen to a whole church because it 
is always easier to be active and to serve and to do the work than it is to cultivate intimacy in a 
relationship.  

The newness of the excitement to be a Christian and to know God wears off over time, and we 
can lose the joy of Jesus and the work if we’re not working to cultivate a relationship. The 
activity for God actually becomes a replacement for God. His solution:  
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Remember the height from which you have fallen!  

“Remember what our relationship was like at the beginning?” he’s saying, “when you 
were first saved, when you first started, and when you found coming to church and being 
the church so rewarding. Remember that? Remember then and look at now and ask 
yourself which is better and what happened? Have you grown more in activity or more in 
love with me?”  

The apostle Paul knew that tendency, which is why he prayed for them like he did. Listen to 
Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian church in Ephesians 1 verse 16: 

I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep 
asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit 
of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray also that the eyes of 
your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has 
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably 
great power for us who believe.  

“I pray that you’ll know more of him and know him better.” He prayed that the Spirit of God 
would give them “wisdom and revelation” to know him better, to know the hope to which he had 
called them, the riches of the glorious relationship that he has with him, his inheritance in the 
saints. “I pray that you’ll know how much you mean to Jesus so you’ll never forget how much 
Jesus means to you. Don’t just go through the motions, remember what life with Jesus can 
really be like and what it was like. Come back to that place of Spirit-filled love and power for his 
glory. Remember,” he said, “you were there once and you can be there again.  

Not only remember the height from which you have fallen, but repent. In fact, he went on to say 
the last part of verse 5: 

Repent and do the things you did at first. 

I was reading a little cartoon some years ago. It first appeared in a magazine called The 
Saturday Review. It showed little George Washington standing with an ax in his hand. Before 
him lying on the ground is the famous cherry tree that he cut down. He has already made his 
smug admission that he did it, and after all he cannot tell a lie. But his father is standing there 
exasperated saying, “All right, so you admit it. You always admit it. The question is, when are 
you gonna stop doing it?” Apparently, George had leveled the orchard. 

You see, that’s the difference between confession and repentance. Confession is not a problem 
for most Christians. We share our struggles with sin. We tell God we’re sorry. Nothing changes. 
I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been in prayer groups or small groups where people have 
said, “I’m really struggling with my devotions. I’m really struggling with my prayer life. I’m really 
struggling with reading the Bible.” And you hear that time after time after time after time after 
time as though somehow confessing to everybody that you’re struggling in those things is 
enough.  

Well, where are the people who say to them, “Well, that’s fine to keep saying you’re struggling in 
that, but what are you going to do to change it? What are you going to do to make it different?” 
Confession without repentance is virtually meaningless. It momentarily relieves our guilt just 
long enough for us to go out and do the same thing all over again, which is why Jesus said, “If 
you’re gonna turn things around, there’s gotta be repentance.”  

The word “repentance” that he used means literally “to change your mind.” It is a radical about-
face. It is a complete 180. It is a conscious decision to redirect your life away from what is wrong 
and toward God. That’s the key. 
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For those who wish to come closer to him, repentance is not an option. In any relationship that 
has gone afoul, repentance and change is not an option. That’s what Jesus proclaimed. You 
remember in Luke 13 verse 5 he said, “Unless you repent, you too will all perish. There 
won’t be any change. You won’t come to me. We won’t have relationship.”  

So Paul preached everywhere he went. You remember when he was standing trial in the book 
of Acts? Before King Agrippa he said in Acts 26 verse 19: 

I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. 20 First to those in Damascus, then to 
those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles (to the nations), I preached 
that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds.  

Donald Grey Barnhouse, the great preacher from a century ago, said: 

A Sunday School teacher once asked a class what was meant by the word repentance. 
A little boy put up his hand, and he said, “It’s being sorry for your sins.” 

A little girl raised her hand and said, “It’s being sorry enough to quit.”  

Jesus would say, “It’s being sorry enough to change, to address the sins and wrong 
behaviors with God’s help and to go in a different and better direction.”  

Without true repentance we are only playing games with God, and we are lying to ourselves and 
to others. Jesus told John, “Tell those dear people at Ephesus they have forsaken their 
first love, and they need to repent. They need to stop today and turn that around. They 
need to come follow me.” If there is no repentance there will be a consequence. For an 
individual, we continue to live a lie and resist obedience, which is forsaking our love for Jesus. If 
we resist what we know we need to change, we are not loving Jesus. The sin and its 
consequences will continue to plague us. 

For the church, Jesus said in verse 5: 

If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.  

“You will forfeit the right to bear witness to me. You will no longer have my light shining 
in you.” How many churches are there just in our own country where the light of Jesus has 
been extinguished because they have not turned away from whatever Jesus has asked them to 
turn away from and served and sought him out of pure love for Jesus Christ, a love that is 
manifest by obedience to his word?  

Whether as an individual or a church as a whole, our desire to come back from forsaking our 
love is seen in a wholehearted obedience and a willingness to repent and to turn our lives 
wholeheartedly back to God so that his witness and his power and his filling, his Holy Spirit, can 
take over the church and our lives continually. 

“Not only remember and repent, but repeat,” he said, “and do the things you did at first.” 
Verse 5: 

Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you 
did at first.  

“Repent and do the things you did at first.”  

I remember when Karla and I were living in Oregon, I was sitting in a room with another pastor 
and a guy came in who was in a men’s prayer group. He made the statement in the group, he 
said, “You know I’ve been married so many years, and I don’t love my wife anymore.” That’s 
what he said, “I don’t love my wife anymore.” 
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I’ll never forget. The pastor said to him, “You mean you don’t feel like you love your wife 
anymore.”  

He said, “No, I don’t love her anymore.” 

He said, “No, you don’t feel like you love her anymore, and there’s a difference.” Then he said to 
him, “You may not like this, but the kind of love you need for your marriage is not always based 
on feeling. In fact, love is more of an action than it is a feeling. God commands us to love. He 
doesn’t command feelings, he commands action.” Then he said to him, “What did you do for 
your wife when you first met her that made her fall in love with you?” 

He began sharing some of the things he used to do when they first met. I’ll never forget this. 
The pastor said to him, “Then why don’t you go home today and start doing some of those 
things? Do the acts of love, and the feelings of love can return.”  

I had the privilege of being there when the guy came back some weeks later. I remember the 
pastor asking him, “Well, how is it going in your marriage?” 

You know what he said? “My wife is a different person.” Haha, that’s what he said.  “I feel like 
I’m in love all over again.”  

Does it always work like that? No, not always, but we need to remember: feelings follow 
obedience not the other way around. By the way, guys, if it’s been a long time since you’d been 
doing the acts of love like you used to do. You might want to approach it cautiously. I read about 
one guy who tried this.  

He got a message like this. He decided he’s gonna buy flowers for his wife and come home 
early.  

She opened the door, and he’s standing there. He holds up the flowers and says, “I love you.”  

She breaks into tears and says, “I can’t believe it. I’ve had a horrible day and now you come 
home drunk.” 

So you need to approach this thing with a little bit of caution.  

What were the Ephesians doing at the first when they loved God and each other? When you go 
down through the book of Ephesians, you find out in Chapter 1 verse 15 they had faith and love 
for all the saints. 

What they doing at first? In Chapter 2 you find out they were unified, dwelling in God, and God 
dwelling in them. You find out in Chapter 3 they were rooted and established in the love of God 
and for each other. In Chapter 4 through Chapter 6 you find all the ways they were living as 
children of light in every relationship. 

In Acts 19 when Luke was writing about his experience at the church at Ephesus, he noted their 
devotion to the word, their devotion to prayer, and that they were filled with the Holy Spirit. They 
were loving God. They were loving his word. They were loving each other. They were reaching 
out. They were obeying. They were unified. They were rooted. They were established. They 
were living as children of light. Jesus said, “Go back and do the things you used to do and 
the feelings of love can return.”  

I’ll never forget the time when Karla and I were in Oregon, and we were leading a college group. 
We were just getting acquainted with these young people. We had spoken to them a couple of 
times and been leading them for a little while. We were sitting on the back deck of our 
apartment. We had just gotten done with a Bible study, and the kids are mingling around. I 
overheard a conversation between two of the people that was going on the college group.  
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One of them happened to say to this other guy whose name I won’t mention because he might 
hear the tape. I heard this guy say to one of the other guys, “Boy, Larry and Karla sure seem to 
be on fire for Jesus.” 

I heard the other guy say to him, “Oh, don’t worry. They’re new at this yet. Just give them a little 
more time, and they’ll be like the rest of us.” 

I thought, “Really? Is that really what this is about it? That we just get excited at the beginning, 
and over time the expectation is, the normal thing, is that our love for Jesus begins to wane and 
we don’t do the things we did at first? We don’t do it because we really love him. We just go 
through the motions and show up without reason, and we go through all of these things simply 
because we’re expected to do it? We put on a face? Is that really what this is about?” 

Are there low spots in the Christian life? You bet there are. There are down times for everyone. 
You get discouraged. There’s battle fatigue. Some people never felt like they were ever close to 
Jesus. But the letter to Ephesus is calling each of us to look at our lives the way Jesus sees 
them. He appreciates very much the things we do, the stands we take, the things we endure for 
him. But are we really in love with him as marked by obedience to his word and a desire to meet 
him and known him better every day?  

He said, “Remember what it was like, and from the height from which you have fallen! 
Repent. Turn things around if you’re not at a place. Don’t just confess it. Do something 
about it. Go back and do the things you did at first, the things you know you’re supposed 
to be doing.”  

It’s interesting, the church at Ephesus apparently didn’t hear the message and their light began 
to fade. In fact, Paul closed the Ephesian letter in Ephesians 6 verse 24, “Grace to all who love 
our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.” 

History records that the church at Ephesus didn’t listen. Eventually their light went out. We don’t 
need to let that happen to us not in any relationship and certainly not our one with Jesus. It’s 
important to be doctrinally sound, to work hard, to serve, and invest our lives and others in 
God’s kingdom work, but we must never forget our love for the person of Jesus Christ.  

Oswald Chambers once said, “Beware of anything that competes with loyalty to Jesus Christ. 
The greatest competitor of devotion to Jesus is service for him.” 

I like the way Ken closed this section on Ephesians. He said: 

Have you given your heart to anything besides the Lord Jesus Christ? If so, go running 
back to him quick before he removes the lampstand from your life. He won’t remove his  
salvation from you, but he will remove his power, the ministry, the blessing, the strategic 
opportunities he gave you when he positioned you for greatness. Make Jesus Christ 
your first love and never leave him again. 

A great message to a great church, and a great reminder for me and for all of us. 

Lord, thank you. Thank you that this is about relationship and everything that flows from it. 
Thank you for a wonderful church, for the many good works, for their strong doctrinal positions, 
but for also the reminder that you want us to love you and to cultivate that relationship first and 
foremost so that everything that’s done will flow out of a genuine love for you.  

Thank you for Golden Hills, for the many people who are here. Help us, God, to grow in that 
love so that our service and our stands, and our truth will flow from a deepening love for Jesus, 
and we’ll thank you. In your precious name, Amen. 


