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April 14, 2013 
Revelation 2:12-17 

Pastor Larry Adams 

Pergamum-The Church of Worldly Compromise 

The Church at Pergamum – This is how Jesus relayed the message to John that 

morning as he was worshiping on that island of Patmos. Remember these are seven 

letters that John was commanded to write at 7 real churches in the province of Asia. 

Each one Jesus either gives them a commendation or he gives them or a rebuke or a 

little bit of both. Then he gives them instruction on how to address what needs to be 

done to fix what he sees. Then he calls the people that if they have an ear to hear what 

the Spirit is saying to the churches and then a promise to those who overcome and live 

as Christ is asking them to live. These 7 churches represent every church in the world 

today and the issues going on in many Christian’s lives. So these letters to the churches 

are really a letter to each of us with ideas of how we can live more for Jesus and 

readiness for His coming.  

This is what Jesus said to John to write:   

To the Angel of the church in Pergamum write: 

These are the words of them who has the sharp, double-edged sword. I know where 

you live – where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not 

renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was 

put to death in your city – where Satan lives. 

Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to 

the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating 

food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. Likewise you also have 

those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will 

soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword fo my mouth. 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 

overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone 

with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it. 

Let’s pray for a moment: Lord, this is a powerful message to a really good church that 

wasn’t going to be a really good church for very long if they didn’t listen to what the 

Spirit was saying to the churches. Each of us, Lord, know far too many people who 

started out strong with you Jesus, but did not finish. Churches and great Christian 

institutions who once preached the gospel but today do so no longer. There’s a reason 

for this. There is a relentless satanic opposition that seeks to undermine true fervency 

for Jesus in the world; until what it means to be a Christian is so watered down that 
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there is no longer any real impact for you. This is what was going on at the church of 

Pergamum and this was a call to them to change before it was too late. May we hear 

this message today, God. May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches, and 

we’ll thank you in your precious name. Amen. 

Some years ago I read an account of a 400 year old tree in Colorado that came 

crashing down to one day to everyone’s surprise. It looked so healthy; it was so vibrant 

even after 14 lightning strikes, countless storms and even an earthquake. What finally 

toppled it? Beetles; tiny little beetles living under the bark that had done their silent work 

of destruction for year after year after year until this huge tree was so compromised it 

could no longer stand. When I read the story of that tree, I realized that’s the same 

strategy that Satan uses to destroy the testimony of many Christians and many 

Christian churches. He doesn’t always use the frontal attack of persecution and trials to 

discourage as he did at the church at Smyrna. Sometimes he uses something more 

subtle, something slower, something even more deadly.  

Satan has learned over time that sometimes when you confront people with real 

persecution with real trials that those who really love Jesus get stronger, harder to 

defeat. So he tries a different strategy. He doesn’t turn up the heat, he turns it down. He 

seeks entrance into our lives through a very subtle opportunity called compromise.  

Compromise is a word that means to weaken or to give up your principles or ideals for a 

matter of expediency. You do what’s easy, or you do what everyone else is doing. 

Compromise is a chink in the armor. It is a gate left open in the fortress. It’s an area of 

life left unguarded. It’s a standard not abandoned, just lowered. Compromise is the first 

step on the road to betraying Jesus and to a final destruction.  

Worldly compromise was the prevalent danger in the church at Pergamum. Jesus said, 

“I know your deeds, I know what you’ve done, I know many of you have stood fast. You 

haven’t forsaken me, you even have one amongst your midst, Antipas, who gave his life 

to stay true to the gospel, but (Vs 14) Nevertheless I have a few things against you: You 

have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the 

Israelites to sin by eathing food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. 

Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 

Pergamum was an incredibly beautiful city, known not only for its beauty but for its 

wealth and its culture. Pliny, the first century Roman lawyer, author and philosopher 

once said ‘by far it is the most distinguished city of Asia.’ It was located about 65 miles 

north of Smyrna and had become one of the provincial capitals of Roman Asia. The 

name Pergamum means ‘citadel’ partly because it was a city sitting on a hill a 1000’ 

above the Caicus River Valley; a very prominent gorgeous city. It was awe inspiring to 

view it sitting on that hill. It boasted of its culture and its religion. Pergamum was a 

cultural center of Asia. They boasted of a 200,000 volume library, if you can imagine in 

the first century; second only to the great library of Alexandria in Egypt. As for religion, it 

was a center for worship of the four major cults of the Roman Empire.  
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But Pergamum was a decadent place morally. It was a first century Sodom and 

Gomorrah. It had everything on the outside while it was corroding on the inside.  In fact 

Will Durant in his book, The Story of Civilization, Vol 2 wrote this: At the center and 

summit of each city was the shrine of the city god. Participation in the worship of the 

god was the sign, privilege and the requisite of citizenship. In the Spring the Greek city 

celebrated the Athesterion, or Feast of Flowers, a 3-day festival to Dionysius, the chief 

deity of Pergamum in which wine flowed freely and everybody was more or less publicly 

drunk. At the end of March came the great Dionysia, a widely observed series of 

processionals and plays accompanied by general revelry. At the beginning of April 

various cities in Greece, including Pergamum, celebrated Aphrodite’s great festival, the 

Aphrodisia. On that occasion for those who cared to take part, sexual freedom was the 

order of the day.  

The gay pride parades of San Francisco and all the decadence and wickedness that is 

publicly displayed there would have been right at home at Pergamum. A place so 

wicked that Jesus called it the place where Satan has his throne. That was the city of 

Pergamum.  

So what was the church like there? Well, they were faithful in the frontal attack. It is not 

easy to live for Jesus in a world like that.  Jesus said, These are the words of Him who 

has the sharp double-edged sword, the word that comes from his mouth. I know where 

you live. In other words, I know what’s going on there, I see it all. It’s where Satan has 

his throw.  Yet you remain true to my name. You didn’t renounce your faith in me, even 

in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city – where 

Satan lives. Not much is known about Antipas except that he was a martyr from the 

church of Pergamum, one of the first. Many like him apparently were holding fast to their 

testimony of Christ and refusing to buckle even as the pressure against them mounted.  

Well behind the scenes, some within that church were beginning to eat away at the 

church’s health. They were beginning to compromise with the culture and the world 

around them. They were letting the beetles under their bark. Nevertheless I have a few 

things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who 

taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by 

committing sexual immorality. Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of 

the Nicolaitans. What was going on? Compromise was going on. Like Balaam and the 

Nicolaitans.  Both of those names by the way, mean to conquer the people; you get the 

idea of what’s behind Satan’s efforts. Both are terms synonymous with worldly 

deception and compromise.  

Balaam (there’s 2 a’s in Balaam, sometimes pronounced Balam, but Balaam is also 

correct) was an Old Testament prophet in the days of Moses. His story is found in 

Numbers 22 – 25. You remember his story. He was hired by Balak, king of Moab, to 

stop the Israelites from advancing to the Promised Land. Balak, the king, hired Balaam 

to call down curses to discourage God’s people and Balaam refused. Do you 

remember? His oracles ended up being a blessing on Israel. But, for greed, he agreed 
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to a more deadly approach. Do you remember what he did? He taught the Midianite 

women along the way to seduce the men through food and sex. In time many of the 

men and subsequently their families began turning away from God and embracing the 

idols of these heathen nations. Can you imagine, they began in engaging in this kind of 

debauchery in the name of the Lord? The immorality and the violence and the 

wickedness that came with it ultimately led to God’s judgment of them.   

The Nicolaitans were most likely professing Christians in the church who were 

advocating and attempting to accomplish the same thing that Balaam was trying to 

accomplish. They were people who were compromising with the pervasive culture of 

their day. Why face the trials and pain of fighting the culture, they would say; embrace it. 

After all, God wants us to be engaged with the culture, doesn’t He?  They were people 

indulging in worldly sin and immorality while claiming to be followers of Jesus Christ and 

they were seeking to get others to do the same. Subtly at first, because they cared more 

about what the culture was doing, than what Christ was saying.  

There are a lot of Christians today who are falling prey to this same satanic deception. 

The message of Jesus to the church at Pergamum is a message for every Christian and 

every church flirting with worldly compromise.  He said in verse 16 “Repent therefore! 

Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my 

mouth.  

It’s the same message that James preached. Remember the Lord’s brother James? 

James 4:4, “You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is 

hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an 

enemy of God.” You cannot have your feet in both places, James is saying. We are 

warned there will always be people in the church, sometimes even amongst the leaders 

who will be Satan’s instruments to try to destroy the vibrancy of our testimony through 

worldly compromise. 

Peter wrote in his 2nd letter, 2Peter 2:1 that there were also false prophets among the 

people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce 

destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them – bringing swift 

destruction on themselves. Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way 

of truth into disrepute. In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they 

have made up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their 

destruction has not been sleeping. 

Jesus’ message to the church at Pergamum was simple. Every Christian is called by 

God to stand strong in the battle against worldly compromise. How do we do it? By 

knowing and understanding the word of God, and by responding and repent in 

obedience to God’s commands. We stand strong against worldly compromise by 

knowing and understanding the word of God. Jesus said to John, vs 12 “To the angel of 

the church in Pergamum write: I know where you live, where Satan has his throne. Yet 

you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of 
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Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city – where Satan lives.  

Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the 

teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food 

sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. Likewise you also have those 

who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Verse 17: He who has an ear, let him hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches.  

Tiger Woods is regaining his ranking of the #1 golfer in the world. We’ll see how he 

does today as the last round of The Masters concludes. He’s a formidable foe. He lost it 

for a while but he’s coming back. People are having a hard time figuring out how to beat 

him; but I’ve figured out how to do it. I’ve been watching him. I’ve come up with a 

strategy to allow even a mediocre golfer like me to beat him. Don’t let him use his clubs. 

That may sound silly to use, but it is an effective strategy. Do you see it? If you’ve ever 

played golf… I mean think of the Par 5s, 500- 600-yards long. Do you know how far you 

can throw a golf ball?  Not very far. Par 5s are supposed to get to the green in 3 shots. I 

can almost bet you a human being could not throw a golf ball in three shots and get it on 

a green of 500-600 yards. That is a whopping task.  

Then, check this out, man. If you’re in a sand-trap you’re supposed to get it out without 

touching the sand; try that with your hand. Your club can hit the sand after you swing, 

but you can’t touch it before.  Ha-Ha, You gotta scoop the ball out and get it on the 

green with your hand. Pretty tough. You ever tried putting without a club? Just rolling it 

on the green? Sounds easy; try it.  

Seriously, you know if I could play him and he didn’t have his clubs, I could probably 

whoop him. But you see Tiger Woods would never go out to play without his clubs. You 

know why? Because he knows that without them he cannot win.  

Have you ever wondered why so many people, even Christians are getting so beat up 

and defeated in the game of life? Because they are trying to do it without their clubs. 

Our opponents in life are the influences of the world, the deceitfulness of our own fleshly 

desires, and the power and cunning of Satan himself. Yet we go into battle everyday 

without the one strategic offensive weapon that God has given us to fight with. And with 

no weapon to fight, our enemy could be a wimp and win. Believe me our enemy is no 

wimp.  

The offensive of our warfare is the Word of God. Jesus said in verse 12, “These are the 

words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword.” In verse 16 he said, “Repent 

therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword 

of my mouth.” That sword that comes from Jesus’ mouth is the word of God. In fact 

we’re in a spiritual battle that is being waged for the minds and hearts and souls of 

people. I can assure you that you and I are not capable of winning that war on our own. 

We are not. Satan loves it when we try, we are not capable.  

Paul reminded the Ephesians, in Ephesians 6:12, “Our struggle is not against flesh and 

blood.” Are you having battles in your marriage, having battles with your kids, having 
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battles at work, or a number of other places?  I can assure you, the battles are not with 

flesh and blood, but against authorities and against powers in this dark world and 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. We can laugh at this if we’d 

like, but this is the truth. Satan uses those things to create the turmoil that seems like 

the battle is between each other, but it isn’t. The battle is waged in the heavenly places, 

and it’s felt here on earth. You can’t fight that battle every day and have any hope of 

survival much less winning, unless God equips us with the weapons we need to fight 

back. That’s why Paul went on to tell them in Ephesians 6:13 therefore put on the full 

armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 

ground, and after to done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth 

buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your 

feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, 

take up the shield of faith with which you are able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of 

the evil one. Take up the helmet of salvation (make sure that you are saved),  and look 

at this, “the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  

So you can have it all, you can be saved, you can carry your Bible. You can be well-

intentioned, you can even have faith. It’s all defensive armor. But the weapon that wins 

is the sword of God’s word wielded by the power of God through prayer. Ephesians 6:17 

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God. And 

pray in the Spirit on all occasions.  

You and I need every day the sword of the word. Jesus told the Pergamum Christians, 

you have some people there who are holding to the teaching that Balaam used, the 

deceptions that he used, the teachings of the Nicolaitans who are trying to compromise 

you. You have people there who you are listening more to them than you are the word 

of God. He reminds them, remember Israel did that once. They stopped listening to God 

and they listened to the sin around them and they fell into sin and destruction because 

they stopped listening to God. If they had this word coursing through their minds and 

their hearts and spirits, they would not have fallen prey to those deceptive worldly 

voices. They would have recognized instantly what those Midianite women were doing. 

And you would recognize right now what the Nicolaitans are trying to do inside your 

church. We need the sharp, powerful, discerning power of the sword of God’s word.  

The writer of Hebrews, (I’ve mentioned to you before that Hebrews is like a running 

commentary on the application of Old Testament truth) It all points to Jesus and His 

word.) Hebrews 4:12 The word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-

edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges 

the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s 

sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must 

give an account. It’s living and active he wrote, it’s always working; it’s never idle. There 

will be not a moment when you have a word of God coursing through your life that you’ll 

be exposed. It penetrates, getting to the heart of the matter allowing even your motives 

and your feelings and the deceptions that go on there to be exposed before they cause 

damage; And exposes, verse 13. Satan won’t be able to work secretly under your bark 
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without you knowing it. God will expose it all so you can see what he is doing before too 

much damage is being done.  

Imagine the destruction and deceptions that can be unleashed in your life if you do not 

have the word of God protecting you. That’s the message that Jesus was giving to the 

church at Pergamum or why he revealed himself the way he did. Remember to each of 

these churches, Jesus reveals himself to the identity that will help them the most; the 

way the need to see him the most. He reveals himself to the church at Pergamum as 

him who has the words of the sharp double-edged sword.  I am the God of the word, 

he’s telling them. And my word is truth. And that word from my mouth will guard and 

protect you from worldly compromise or it will be the word that comes to destroy you. 

Remember verse 16, Repent therefore! Otherwise I will soon come to you and fight 

against them with the sword of my mouth. This word will either guard and protect you 

and bring you in line with God’s will and holiness or this will be the word that will be 

there to fillet you open and expose the sin in your life and your rebellion against God. 

And this will be the word that will judge us in the end. 

So He’s telling them, don’t listen to the voices of the culture and compromise. Listen to 

what God is saying. He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. Remember even when Jesus was being attacked in the wilderness and Satan 

was seeking to get Jesus to compromise his commitment to God in fulfilling His mission. 

It was Jesus who answered in Matthew 4:4 It is written, Man does not live on bread 

alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. People if Jesus could not 

stand against the enemy without the word of God, what does that say for you or me? If 

we are not daily, meaningfully, thoughtfully reading, absorbing, learning and applying 

God’s word to our life, we’re already living a life of compromise. We’re already 

vulnerable and a prime target to fall to Satan’s deceptions. 

People I’m telling you the truth from my own experience; you go one day without this 

word, meaningfully coursing through your mind and heart where you have met with God 

and heard what He says, one day, I guarantee you the second day you will be more 

vulnerable to falling prey to worldly compromise.  Go two days or three days without this 

word powerfully impacting your mind and heart, go a week. I tell you, you cannot survive 

in this battle with a once a week meal on a Sunday. I don’t care how well we try to serve 

it up. Satan is counting on the fact that you will not make the priority of letting God fill 

your mind and heart with the sword of His truth.  Satan looks for people who are 

standing in this battle without their sword.  

Not only do we need to know and understand the word of God, but we stand strong 

against worldly compromise by responding in repentance and obedience to God’s 

commands. Verse 16 Repent therefore! Otherwise I will soon come to you and will fight 

against them with the sword of my mouth. He who has an ear, let him hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden 

manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to 

him who receives it.  
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When I moved from small town New England to big city Seattle, I had to learn a whole 

new set of driving rules. One of those was to watch for one way streets. Where I grew 

up in New England, we did not have one-way streets. We didn’t even have many 

streets. Here I was in downtown Seattle I had for my sales territory and one way streets 

were a common occurrence. It was enough for me, just hard enough when you had to 

watch constantly for pedestrians, parked delivery trucks when you’re trying to see an 

address your trying to find, spot an open parking meter where you could park, watch all 

the lights that were changing, and then trying to make sure you were trying to turn the 

right way on a one-way street. For an old New England boy, that wasn’t easy; and I got 

it, I got burned. It got me. I didn’t see it coming; I turned the wrong way in downtown 

Seattle in midday on a one-way street. It doesn’t take wrong to realize, uh-oh, 

something ain’t right about this. There’s three lanes of traffic and they’re all coming at 

me. For me I knew I had a choice to make, and it was an easy choice. I didn’t negotiate, 

I didn’t hesitate, I chose to instigate, I instigated a U-turn so fast it was like I wasn’t even 

there. I didn’t care if there were cops watching, I didn’t care if you weren’t supposed to 

do that, I didn’t have any options, I just flipped a U-y right in the middle of the thing and 

high-tailed it. I didn’t even know if I went through a red light. I got out of there as fast as I 

could.  People, that’s repentance.  

That’s repentance. You see that the way you are going is wrong and you change course 

so fast it was like you were never there. That’s how God wants us to respond when we 

realize when we’ve been headed down the wrong road of life and messing and flirting 

with worldly compromise. Repent therefore! Otherwise I will soon come to you and will 

fight against them with the sword of my mouth. Repentance means to change your 

mind, literally. It’s an about face, an instant U-turn. It’s not a negotiated settlement. It’s 

not an opportunity to explore your options. It’s not a time to rationalize while you figure 

out a way to make it work. Repentance is an immediate response that turns your mind 

and your life around to a wholeheartedly seeking of God. It isn’t just turning around, it’s 

chasing after God.  

I have guys telling me all the time about their struggle with Internet pornography. They 

say, what should I do, but they never do it. I say, ‘if it were me, I’ve never seen Internet 

pornography but if I were struggling with it, I wouldn’t have a computer. I wouldn’t have 

an iPad, I wouldn’t have a phone that could access the Internet. I wouldn’t go places 

where they sell it.’ They say, ‘but I can’t live without those things.’ And I say, ‘Yes, you 

can. You may think you can’t but you can. But you can’t live without is holiness and truth 

in your life. You need to repent. You need to change your direction immediately, you 

can’t negotiate this stuff, you gotta do it now.  

People it isn’t just true for lust, it’s true for all sin. You can’t flirt with it; you can’t 

negotiate with it. You must do a U-turn. That’s repentance. It usually helps to do that 

when God’s word exposes how lethal sin and compromise is. Remember there will 

Christians in the church at Pergamum who were trying to get people to compromise. 

They were advocating that idolatry and sexual immorality were OK to some degree. You 

don’t want to be too radical. Sleeping around a little is OK. Sex before marriage is OK. 
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Homosexual sin is OK. Pornography is OK. Drunkenness is OK. Just a little, everybody 

does it, it’s even the way that we worship. And by the way, you don’t have to fully 

engage, just do it a little. The fuddy-duds who say it’s wrong are the problem and they 

need to be eliminated. They’re too narrow-minded, they’re too bigoted. Antipas was 

apparently one of those guys who said ‘I ain’t gonna budge an inch.’ He kept throwing it 

in their face. He showing up at the gay pride parade saying ‘you ought not to be here, 

this is wrong. God loves you but you need to turn, this is wickedness.’  

You know they do to people who stand in the way of what sin wants to do? They get rid 

of them. So they killed Antipas, publicly, apparently. You see to the people, Antipas was 

the problem. You know what Jesus said? Antipas is my faithful witness. When you 

realize your sin and compromise has put you against God and is working for Satan 

himself, there is only one option – to repent.  Peter said in 1Peter 5:8 be self-controlled 

and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for somebody 

to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers 

throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. The word ‘resist’ 

means to stand against. Literally it could mean to slam the door on it. 

James 4:7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

Do you see who is behind all this? Come near to God and he will come near to you. 

Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, 

mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. See it for 

what it is. Mourn how you’ve been living. Call it what it is. Humble yourselves before the 

Lord, and he will lift you up.  

Repentant obedience is the proper response to God’s holy word. I remember I was at a 

meeting with pastors once with Howard Hendricks. Before he passed away and retired, 

he was a very popular professor at Dallas Theological Seminary. He spoke all over the 

world. I had a chance to hear him numbers of times, greatly impacted my life. I 

remember the time we were with him at a set of meetings and he was telling us that he 

had just completed a series of interviews for some research he was doing with 248 

pastors who had moral failure in the ministry. While they were serving they had 

compromised and fallen into moral sin; 248 of them. He was interviewing them all trying 

to figure out if there was something they could learn from that experience. What he 

shared with us that day that stood out to him the most that impacted me deeply, was… 

He said in all 248 of them, he discovered that each had made little compromises with 

women that over time led to their downfall: conversations that went a little bit too long, 

meeting alone and seemingly innocent things for counseling or whatever without 

someone else present. The other thing he said was that all 248 at one time or another in 

their interview made the same statement – he found that striking. Here’s what they said, 

‘I never thought it could happen to me.’  

It not only can, it will. It isn’t just in the sexual arena, it’s in compromise in general. 

That’s why Jesus tells us how to fight worldly compromise, stand strong by knowing and 

understanding God’s word. You can’t be listening more to the voice of culture and not 
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fall prey to it. You can’t be listening to our self lies and not fall prey to them. Stand 

strong by responding and repent in obedience to God’s commands. When God tells you 

to do something, do it. 

To those who listen, he said, there’s a special promise. To those who overcome, I’ll give 

you some of the hidden manna. Remember manna in the wilderness, that bread from 

heaven that was a sign of God’s faithful and sustaining grace. To those who refuse the 

banquets of the pagan gods, Jesus will give the hidden manna of eternal life.  

I will give you a white stone. In Pergamum as well as other first century cities, a white 

stone was used as a voting ballot. It was a victory symbol. There were also used as 

invitations to banquets and parties where a man’s or woman’s name was inscribed on a 

white stone and given to them to invite them to a party. They would show that stone 

when they entered.  

You obey me and overcome, and I’m going to  give a white stone. You turn down the 

invitations to the world and all it offers, and I’m going to give you my invitation to come 

and share in all that I am offering. It’s going to have a new name on it, known only to 

him who receives it. A name most likely that is going to reflect the character and the 

identity of who you are. I got a good idea of what Antipas’ stone said. Faithful Witness. 

What will your stone say? He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.  

Lord, I want to thank you for this. This stuff isn’t easy to hear, but it’s good for us. I pray 

today God, that we would be more mindful than ever of what we’re listening to, of what 

we’re involved in, and the little things like beetles under the bark that we’re allowing to 

come into our lives. God, would you help us to hear this word, to know and understand 

your word, the sword that comes from your mouth. Would you help us to repent, to turn 

around, to not mess with this or try to find ways to accommodate worldly compromise. 

We will listen to God and obey you immediately. Thank you, God, for the promises for 

those who overcome. Without you it is impossible, but with God, the victory is already 

won. Thank you, God, for this reminder. May we be strong in this battle, in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 


