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April 28, 2013 
Acts 26:12-23 

Pastor Larry Adams 

Our Part in Fulfilling Christ’s Mission to the Nations 

This is Global Outreach Sunday, a day where we focus on the privilege and 

responsibility of engaging the nations in the world with the gospel. If you have your 

Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me to the book of Acts, the story of the church, the 

unfolding story that we’re a part of. Acts Chapter 26. We’re going to be looking today at 

Paul the apostle’s trial before King Agrippa, Herod Agrippa II, the great grandson of 

Herod the Great.  Let me set a little of the tone for you in your understanding here of 

Acts 26. While you’re turning there, I just want to give a great good morning welcome to 

all the folks at the Antioch Campus. Thank you for all you’re doing and God is using you 

mightily, and we welcome you also to this Global Outreach Sunday. 

Paul was a primary witness and missionary to the Gentiles, the nations of the world. If 

you are a Jew that is no small thing. That would be like a Muslim today going out to be a 

missionary to Christians or to non-Muslims. It was a major step in Paul’s life. He had 

persecuted Christians. Nearing the end of his travels to establish churches in the 

Gentile world, he comes back to Jerusalem. There is a great disturbance there at his 

presence; He was a very well-known Jew. To protect his life, they shipped him off north 

to the Mediterranean coast to a place called Caesarea.  There Herod had a palace. The 

local governor there was a guy by the name of Festus. He had taken over after Paul’s 

imprisonment there for a couple of years under another governor named Felix. Festus, 

just coming to power there during that time had a visit from King Herod Agrippa II and 

his sister Bernice who is another story altogether. That lady was a wild case to say the 

least. So here’s Paul making his defense before a Roman official named Festus who is 

the local governor of the area and this king who is in the Herod line who had not very 

much favor for Christians.  

When you come to Acts 26, Paul is describing about how he became a Christian which 

must have been a fascinating story to these people who didn’t understand it. He 

recounts that Damascus Road experience that he encountered when Jesus met him on 

the road and revealed who he was and told him his purpose in life: that he would be an 

apostle, a witness to the nations of the world. As Paul is recounting that story of how he 

himself used to arrest Christians and see them put in prison and vote in favor of their 

death, had now actually had become one of them, was a fascinating story to all of these 

people. Paul is telling them about how on one of these journeys he became a Christian. 

That’s where we pick it up in Acts 26, verse 12: 

On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission 

of the chief priests. About noon, o king, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, 
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brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. We all fell to the ground, 

and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It 

is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 

Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord 

replied. ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a 

servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you. I will 

rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to open their 

eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that 

they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by 

faith in me.’ 

So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. First to those in 

Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I 

preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their 

deeds. That is why the Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. But I 

have had God’s help to this very day, and so I stand here and testify to small and great 

alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen – 

that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to 

his own people and to the Gentiles.  

Let’s pray for a moment: Father we live for the same purpose. As Christians we are 

under the same commission. We are to approach it with the same faithfulness, because 

we cannot in any meaningful sense say that we are Christians if we are not involved in 

God’s heart for the nations. Thank you for this Global Outreach Sunday, God, I pray you 

will use it to accomplish your purpose and to spread your fame and your glory not only 

here but amongst peoples everywhere. And we’ll thank you, God in your precious 

name. Amen.  

When I became a Christian at the age of 25 I had no idea of the scope or magnitude of 

what I had become a part of. When I became a Christian I was probably like most. I was 

well aware that I was a sinner. I was guilty as charged. I came to realize that my sin has 

a penalty; it separates me from God by a thing called death. If I died with my sins still 

intact and not forgiven I’d be separated from God forever in a Christless place called 

Hell.  And so with a rather selfish bent, I think, as many of us do, we cry out to God for 

forgiveness and He saves us. We realize we are in need of a Savior.  

As time went on I began to realize this is a lot more than I ever expected. It wasn’t until 

a couple in our church, Dr & Mrs Heath took me under their wing to disciple me in a 

way. They had 7 children of their own all walking with Jesus; some of the Godliest 

people I ever met. They took me into their house. Dr Heath said, ‘Larry I want you to 

come and join us tonight for a meeting of our mission committee.’ I had no idea what the 

mission committee was because I had no idea what ‘mission’ was. In fact all I had could 

think of was it must be very odd to have people who would pick up and leave home and 

go to some jungle and live among natives and risk being boiled alive in some pot with a 
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pith helmet on their head. That’s all I could think of about missions I’m embarrassed to 

tell you.  

I walked into their house and on their living room wall was this massive map of the 

world. It was surrounded by pictures of people; with the names and the countries in 

which they were serving. I had never seen anything like it. I was especially impressed 

that some of those pictures were of some of their own children who were serving in 

places around the world. I learned that night that God is a global God. He not only made 

the world and all of its peoples, but He loves them and wants them to be saved. And 

what’s more, I learned that night that God wants to use me and every Christian to 

accomplish that goal. People from every, language, nation and tongue would be saved 

and live to bring glory to God and to spread His glory over all the earth.  

The natural question was, I asked, “How could someone like me possibly do that?” I 

learned that God calls some to go to various places. He calls others to send them there. 

Through their call they get up and leave their homes and go among other people groups 

and they live there, and serve there and lead people to Jesus there. Then there are 

some who go on Short Term Trips and engage the peoples of the world in a different 

venue. Then there are those who are senders; people who God raises up to give and to 

pray with intensity realizing their part is to help those who are called to go to bring that 

gospel to the nations. Go-ers and Senders.  

I learned that when I engage with God in this missionary enterprise I am carrying on a 

work that began with Abraham and continues until Jesus comes. For a guy that doesn’t 

have a lot of sense of his own roots on Planet Earth. It was astonishing to me to learn 

that I am part of an unfolding drama; God is at its head, and the end is that it brings 

glory to this Jesus whom I have fallen in love with. I had no idea of the scope of what I 

had become a part of when I accepted Jesus as my Savior.  

I learned that God had called Abraham to be the father of a new nation; a nation that 

would know God and make Him known. Through the people of Israel God would shine 

His light and His truth to all the nations of the world. It’s known as the Abrahamic 

Covenant. It’s a theme that reaches out through God’s people like a golden thread 

some have described it that runs through all of the Scriptures. For when Abraham was 

called, this is what God told him in Genesis 12 verse 1: The LORD had said to Abram, 

‘Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will 

show you. ‘I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name 

great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses 

you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.’ Abraham, I going 

to make you into a new nation; I’m going to reveal myself to you and you are going to 

see my glory and I want you and your descendants then to go out and to shine that 

glory to the nations of the world. And through you I’m going to bless all the peoples. 

That’s why I’m calling to be mine.  
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As time went on, the Jews turned that glorious privilege into a very exclusive, inward 

religion. They didn’t take the message to the Gentiles. In fact they viewed the Gentiles 

beneath them, part of the problem, to be despised, often referred to them as dogs.  

So God sent prophet after prophet to remind them of their purpose as a nation. Isaiah 

49:6 God says to them ‘It is too small a think for you to be my servant to restore the 

tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept.  Do you hear that, it’s not 

enough just that you are Jews. It’s not enough just that you reach out to Israel. It’s too 

small a thing just to keep the circle that tight. So ‘I will also make you a light for the 

Gentiles (the nations), that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.’  

When Jesus left his disciples and ascended into heaven, he passed that responsibility 

on to them; from Abraham to the nation of Israel to the Church. Matthew 28:18 Jesus 

came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations (all Gentiles, all peoples) baptizing them 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I will be with you always, to the 

very end of the age.’ When the church was born at Pentecost they had already been 

told what to do when the Holy Spirit came upon them with power. You remember? 

Jesus told them, you wait here in Jerusalem until the Spirit has come upon you, for the 

start of the church. He had told them in Acts 1:8 ‘you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’  

That’s why it’s not surprising then that God calls a man from their midst, a man to whom 

he would show His heart for the nations; a very unlikely candidate to be his Apostle to 

the Gentiles, a prominent Jew by the name of Saul of Tarsus, also known as Paul.  In 

Acts 26 Paul finds himself on trial defending himself against the Jews who hated him for 

preaching Jesus and going to the Gentiles. In his trial before Governor Fester and King 

Herod Agrippa II and his sister Bernice, Paul recounts his call from God to carry God’s 

message to all the nations. Paul, the devout Jew, a member of the Pharisees was going 

from synagogue to synagogue arresting Christians throwing them into jail. He describes 

to Agrippa that passage I read to you about what happened to him.  

He cried out, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And He said, ‘get up and stand on your feet. I’m 

Jesus. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and a witness of what you 

have seen of me and what I will show you and I will rescue you and send you to the 

Gentiles, to the nations.’ 

The Gentiles is the word ‘ethnos.’ It means ‘people groups’ not political countries with 

defined borders and governments; it is people groups. You saw in that video that in the 

country of Chad alone there are over 150 nations. People bound together by language 

and culture and customs and religion. Every country can have multiple nations. America 

has multiple nations as God is bringing the peoples of the world right to our doorstep.  



 

Page 5 of 10 

 

So when Paul stood trial there before Agrippa he realized he was carrying out the 

commission as a descendant of Abraham and being faithful as a follower as Jesus 

Christ had commissioned him to do. We’re reminded through Paul’s defense that every 

believer is called by God to fulfill the mission of Jesus of bringing salvation to all the 

nations. 

Why should we do this? For Paul the answer was easy. He said for him it was a matter 

of obedience and it was a matter of purpose.  

We do our part to fulfill the mission of Jesus to the nations as a matter of obedience. 

Paul said in verse 19: so then King Agrippa So then, I was not disobedient to the vision 

from heaven. First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, 

and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove 

their repentance by their deeds. This last weekend they had over a thousand young 

people here from as far away as Oregon meeting for the Planet Wisdom student 

conference. It was a time of powerfully impacting these kids with the gospel. This place 

was a rocking out place the last 2 days. Mark Matlock was their primary speaker, along 

with others. Every time they come I am reminded of the great ministry of youth 

specialties and others through the years and speakers like Dawson McAllister who 

presented the gospel to kids all over the world; thousands and thousands of them. One 

time I heard Dawson McAllister talking about a time when he was sharing about the 

need for moral purity with the students. It was near the end of his time of doing the 

youth rallies and he said ‘You need to not be sexual active. You need to be morally pure 

as Christians. He talked to them about diseases and unwanted pregnancy and the 

economic cost and ruining of career and all the things those kids don’t think about.’ 

What was striking to me was that when he got done, he shared later afterwards. He 

said, ‘You know I have to talk about all this stuff to get Christian kids to listen to why 

they ought to be morally pure. He said ‘25 years ago when I started this ministry, you 

know what I used to tell them? I used to say ‘do you know why we remain morally pure 

as Christians? Because Jesus asked us to.’ Twenty five years ago he said this is why 

we remain morally pure: because Jesus asked us to. Not anymore; now I have to give 

them all the disease stuff and the inconvenience and the economic statistics because 

that Jesus asked is not enough for many modern day believers. They always need 

another reason. 

Paul said, I didn’t need another reason. I’ve been doing all this, suffering all this, 

arrested and now standing before you for this simple reason, I will not be disobedient to 

what Jesus asked me to do. It’s that simple. I was not disobedient to the vision from 

heaven. You know that word ‘disobedient’ is an interesting word. It implies 

unwillingness. It actually means ‘unwillingness to be persuaded or an unwillingness to 

believe.’  It’s an unwillingness to believe what God is asking you to do. So you don’t do 

it. Paul told Agrippa, ‘God told me to go to the Gentiles, and I was not willing to disobey 

him;’ that’s what he’s telling him.  
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Remember, Jews hated Gentiles. Paul was on trial because of his obedience to go to 

the Gentiles, to the nations; the nations that God loved and the Jews despised.  

As I was thinking about this Global Outreach Sunday and my own involvement in 

missions and the evolving of where I came from not knowing anything to now feeling 

compelled to be a part of something God is asking us to do, I asked a simple question 

this week: I wonder how many of us are willing to be that obedient once we know what 

God is asking us to do?  

Am I willing to be a go-er and a sender? Am I willing to be engaged? Jesus said I’ve 

called you to be my servant, Paul. That literally means ‘under-rower’ is the word. You 

know the idea of slaves in the bottom of the ship rowing and there’s a master with a 

whip calling out the strokes. These under-rowers are doing exactly what they’re told 

because they can’t see up above where the ship is going. That’s the word Jesus used 

when He said, I’ve called you to be my servant, Paul. I’ve called you to be my under-

rower; I’m going to tell you what you need to do and if you’ll do it, the ship is going to go 

where it needs to go.  

I’ve called you to be my witness. It’s the Greek word Martour – where we get martyr. It’s 

very significant because you see a witness is one who testifies to what he seen or 

known and remains faithful to keep that testimony up even to the point of death if 

necessary, which is where the word martyr comes from. It was born out of a witness. So 

that’s just what Paul did. Having been struck down in his encounter with Jesus on the 

Damascus Road he went in to Damascus and a believer named Ananias was used by 

God to heal Paul and to restore him. Immediately he began to testify and carry that 

message to the nations. That’s why he said first to those in Damascus then to 

Jerusalem then in all Judea and then to the Gentiles, the nations also. I preached that 

they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds.  

Paul stood there and said, Agrippa, that’s what I’m doing what I’m doing. I was not 

willing to be disobedient once I knew what Jesus wanted. Now it’s our turn. God is 

looking for those who have a willingness to be obedient to what Jesus wants. To be 

engaged as Go-ers and Senders to reach the nations, the Gentiles, the peoples of the 

world. 

Not only as a matter of obedience, but we do our part to fulfill the mission of Jesus to 

the nations as a matter of purpose. Paul said in verse 21 That is why the Jews seized 

me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. But I have had God’s help to this very day, 

and so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond 

what the prophets and Moses said would happen – that the Christ would suffer and, as 

the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people and to the 

Gentiles. 
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Leith Anderson has been in our denomination Converge Worldwide for a long time. He 

was pastor of Wooddale Church in Minnesota. He is also president of the National 

Association of Evangelicals. His church Wooddale has been involved with the People’s 

Republic of China for a long time in mission work. He said in China there is an official 

state church called the Three Self Church. He said ‘several of us from Wooddale some 

years ago were in Beijing and went to one of the services of the state Three Self 

Church. It was an old building built around the turn of the last century. We had a 

translator there and they were singing hymns; some of them to western tunes that we 

knew. They read the Bible, they had prayers, there was a sermon, a Bible teaching and 

I thought it was all very fine. But,’ he said, ‘I noticed they are not allowed to evangelize. 

It’s forbidden. It’s part of the deal with the state. You can do your thing as long as your 

thing doesn’t include persuading somebody else.’  

There are a lot of American Christians who would love to be a part of a church that 

forbids reaching out. Get the monkey off their back. He said there are about 50 million 

Christians, more than that there now, in the People’s Republic of China who have 

refused to be a part of the Three Self Church for that reason. More than 50 million of 

them. And so they meet underground in house churches at the risk of persecution. They 

can have Bible teaching, they can have hymns, they can have public worship, they can 

do everything the church is called to do but they cannot reach out to people with the 

gospel and they cannot pray and go forward to evangelize the nations. They can’t do it 

legally. So they refuse to be a part of the Three Self Church and instead put themselves 

in the place of being against the State. 

When they asked them, ‘why would you be willing to take the risk to do that,’ this is what 

they said, ‘We’re convinced you can’t be a Christian unless you evangelize. The two go 

together. If you don’t evangelize you are not a Christian. Leith Anderson said, they 

would say that those who are in the Three Self Church are really not Christians as far as 

the New Testament definition is concerned; because you cannot be a true disciple of 

Jesus unless you are willing to fulfill the purpose for which Jesus has saved you.’ Wow. 

Jesus saved us to know Him and to make Him known. Paul told Agrippa that he testified 

to small and great alike because that was his God given purpose. You remember in 

verse 16: Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as 

a servant and as a witness. That’s your purpose. What you have seen and heard of me 

and what I will show you. I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. 

I am sending you to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the 

power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among 

those who are sanctified by faith in me.  Vs 21: That’s why the Jews tried to seize me in 

the temple courts.  But I’ve had God’s help to this very day and I stand here and testify 

to small and great alike. I’m not saying anything beyond what the prophets and Moses 

said would happen – that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, 

would proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles. I am doing what God said 

was my purpose.  
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Remember after Jesus met Paul on the road he said ‘Go in to Damascus and I will tell 

you what to do. Paul was blind. He raised up a devout follower of Jesus called Ananias 

who lived there in Damascus. Ananias said, ‘Lord, Paul has been arresting people, 

putting us in jail. You want me to go talk to him? ‘ Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to 

Ananias, ‘Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles 

and their kings… It was that same sense of divine purpose that motivated Paul to seek 

and carry the gospel of Jesus to all the nations of the world.  

That’s why he told the Romans, in Romans 1:14, I am obligated to both Greeks and 

non-Greeks, both the wise and the foolish. That is why I am so eager to preach the 

gospel also to you who at Rome. I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the 

power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: First for the Jew, then for then 

for the Gentile. (then for the nations). Where did he learn that? Jesus told him, ‘I’m 

going to send you to your own people, then to the Gentiles. Paul understood as he 

writes later to the Galatian church that he understood he was fulfilling the commission 

given to Abraham that through him he would be a blessing to the nations. When he 

wrote to the churches like the church at Ephesus and outlined real Christianity he made 

sure they understood that they were to be engaged in bringing this gospel to the nations 

of the world. It was their purpose. In Ephesians, 3:10, he said his intent was that now 

through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers 

and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which was 

accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. The Jews and Gentiles alike would be one body 

called the Church.  

That’s why in this trial he said, ‘that’s why I’m testifying; that’s why God’s been my 

helper all along. I’m fulfilling what the scriptures have always taught. Jesus came and 

died and rose again to bring this good news to all peoples. He did his part, now I’m here 

to do my part. It’s my purpose.  

It’s one of the reasons that I love being involved in a church like Golden Hills. Golden 

Hills is not a perfect place, but I can tell you it’s a church that’s on mission. So the 

ministries that we begin and the things that we preach and the people that are led to 

Christ here locally are all here for a purpose. Why do we have a ministry like the COC 

that reaches out to the poor and homeless people of our community? Because Jesus 

loves them, yes. Because they’re hungry, Yes; because they need Jesus, Yes. It’s more 

than that. God has chosen some of those people to be engaged with him in this global 

mission; they just don’t know it yet. Some of those people down there are never going to 

be engaged in the purpose for which they were created unless they come to Jesus, are 

taught these things and understand how they can be used by God to impact the nations.  

People have asked me, ‘how would you know that something like the COC is even 

successful?’ I say, ‘when we see people from the COC with a willingness to go out as 

go-ers and senders to be able to impact the nations of the world, then we’ll know that 

the gospel is having its full affect at the COC.  
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How do you know when the gospel is having its full affect in your own church? When 

people there are willing to be go-ers and senders engaging with Jesus out of obedience 

and purpose to go and be engaged and to pray and to give and to serve until God 

brings this message to all the nations of the world; that’s how you know that a church is 

being effective.  

I am happy to tell you right now that our mission effort is expanding. Right now do you 

realize besides all the local stuff that goes on and the many that are coming to Jesus 

here, we have 66 missionary units who are supported by Golden Hills. That means 66 

individuals or families are out on the field. Eleven of those are members of our own 

church who have said, ‘Yes, Lord, send me.’ We’re working with 27 agencies around 

the globe in 22 countries on 5 continents. We don’t have anything in Australia or 

Antarctica yet, but we’re looking. We’re working with 13 different nations, 13 different 

Gentile groups, 13 different people groups. There are 25 missionaries who we are 

supporting in Chad alone. Eleven Chadian national pastors are being supported in 

Chad. Eleven more missionaries are serving in other strategic areas of North Africa. 

In addition to all that there are many more people groups and peoples being impacted 

by our short-term missions’ teams who go to Mexico, South America, Asia and the 

Gujarati people of London. We are continuing on working strategically on how to 

improve our impact on the work that is begun in Haiti and other places around the world.  

Every go-er, every one of us who prays who gives and serves and goes is impacting the 

nation and is fulfilling our part in what Jesus has asked us to do while we’re here on 

Planet Earth. It is turning out to be spreading His glory to the nations of the world. It is 

something all of us have a part in. There is no Christian who is to be left out. We are all 

to pray, to give, to serve or to go.   

I think it was about four years ago this month that Karla and I had a chance to go to 

Israel due to the gracious and generous gifts of some friends who wanted to give us a 

memorable trip on our 25 years here at Golden Hills. One of the stops was in a place 

called Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast to visit the city in which Paul stood trial in  

Acts 26. I was walking through the ruins of that city which is still in amazingly good 

shape. You can walk around some of those streets and you can give a rough feel of 

what Caesarea was like in the days of Herod and Paul. I walked into Herod’s palace, a 

gorgeous spot right there on the Mediterranean coast; what a piece of real estate. Much 

of the foundation was still there, some of the columns were still there, you can easily 

see where some of the rooms are, amazing shape they are in; many of the original 

floors are still there, those beautiful mosaic tile floors are still there. So I went into this 

one room where there were gorgeous blue mosaic tiles on the floor and beautiful 

arrangements. I’m standing there looking at those, and there was a little ledge there 

with another step up. The tour guide comes up and says to me, ‘Do you know where 

you’re standing right now?’ I said, ‘No, I don’t. I know I’m in Herod’s palace, but I have 

no idea where I am.’ She said, ‘Larry, you are standing in the very spot where Paul 

stood in Acts 26 when he made his confession to King Agrippa. In fact,’ she said, ‘you’re 



 

Page 10 of 10 

 

standing on the same tiles that Paul was standing on when he was in chains making 

that testimony to those who were seated on that ledge right there where you’re looking. 

That’s where the thrones and that’s where Paul made his testimony. You’re standing in 

the same spot.’ Suddenly an overwhelming feeling came over me like WOW, I had no 

idea of what I’d become a part of when I accepted Jesus as my Savior. But I know it 

now. Lord, I don’t want to be disobedient. I don’t want to miss my purpose. So thank you 

for letting me part of a church that is engaged with you in this eternal global mission to 

the nations.  

I just want to say that God is inviting all of us. That’s why we exist; that the gospel goes 

out here and to the nations of the world. I just want to say thank you for being a people 

who is engaged and have members increase. It’s the greatest privilege in the world to 

be a part of this. I think of Paul’s benediction when he wrote his letter to the Romans, 

Romans 16:25: Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the 

proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long 

ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the 

command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him – to the 

only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

Lord, I just simply want to say Thank You for being God Almighty. Thank you for being a 

God whose heart yearns for the nations, all people groups wherever they are. Thank 

you for all the work that is going on through this church. Thank you for the centuries of 

labor that has gone on before by those who have understood this commission. We are 

each as Christians a part of something bigger than we could possibly imagine. As we 

each do our part as obedient under-rowers, as we each do our part as witnesses to 

faithfully testify, to be go-ers, to be senders, that you are going to build your church as 

you promised; made up of people from every nation, tribe, language and tongue. I pray, 

God, that like Paul, we will say, ‘we will not be disobedient to the vision from heaven.’ 

We thank you, God, in your precious name. Amen.  


