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May 5, 2013 
Matthew 27:45-54 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Remember His Miracles at 
the Cross: The Earth Shook 

 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to Matthew 
Chapter 27. We’re gonna be continuing on in our three-part series of the Miracles at the 
Cross, all of them pointing to the identity of Jesus. Last time we looked at the fact that 
the temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom reminding us that Jesus is the 
way. Today we’re gonna be focusing on the second miraculous sign that happened at 
the death of Jesus.  

This is the way Matthew recorded it for us. He was an eyewitness of many of these 
events. This is the way he wrote it in Matthew 27 verse 45: 

From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. 46 About 
the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which 
means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, 
put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him 
alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 
50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 
The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of 
many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the 
tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many 
people. 
54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the 
earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, 
“Surely he was the Son of God!” 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Father, if any of us had lived through those moments, we would never forget them 
either. To have the very earth shaking under your feet so that the rocks and the hillsides 
are splitting, things are tumbling down, the sky had grown dark, the temple curtain torn, 
dead people coming to life, people falling on their faces and proclaiming you are the son 
of God. Amazing moment, a moment we need to relive right here this morning so that 
the events surrounding the cross will always be indelibly impressed upon our minds and 
hearts. Help us to see today with more clarity who you are that we may leave here 
today knowing that we have met with God. And we’ll thank you for all that you’ll show 
us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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Where I grew up, snakes were an ever present reality. We had two kinds of snakes 
where I lived, snakes that could kill you and snakes that couldn’t. It was very important 
to know the difference for my brothers and I and our friends, we used to sleep in the 
woods a lot. We used to play in all the fields. We used to swim in the river. You had to 
know what these snakes were if you were gonna be alright. So, my dad taught us the 
difference between a garter snake and a milk snake and a water snake that was 
harmless, and a copperhead and a timber rattler and a coral snake that could kill you.  

You see, recognizing something or someone’s true identity can make the difference 
between life and death, especially when it comes to the identity of the one who gave his 
life on the cross.  

Communion is our remembrance of the death of Jesus. He is the son of God. What 
we’re remembering today in part are the miraculous events that accompanied his death 
on the cross that spoke so powerfully of Jesus’ identity. The temple curtain tears in two. 
The earth shakes. The dead are raised to life, all events pointing to the reality of Jesus 
as the way the truth and the life. So powerful, in fact, that a hardened Roman Centurion 
and all of those with him when they saw the events and felt the ground shake under 
their feet, they said, “Surely this man was the Son of God.”  

Communion is our remembrance of the death of this Jesus, and it’s important that it’s 
this Jesus, the Jesus on the cross, the one who is the Son of God, the Savior of the 
world. There are many versions of Jesus out there that cannot save you. We cannot 
manufacture Jesus in our own imagination and have him be the Jesus we want him to 
be, and he cannot save us. It has to be this Jesus. That’s why it’s important we know his 
true identity.  

Communion is our remembrance of the death of this Jesus. It’s a memorial meal. Jesus 
said, “This do as often as you eat it in remembrance of me.” We’ve shared with you 
many times, importantly so I think, that eating this meal will not make you a Christian. 
This will not get your sins forgiven. It won’t save you or get you into heaven. The only 
way to be saved from what sin has done is that by faith we come to trust and believe 
what Jesus did at the cross, that his death there was sufficient payment for our sin. He 
was buried in a tomb. Three days later he rose again victorious. He’s alive today, and 
he is coming to live in the hearts of those and forgive those who trust him by faith and 
invite him to come and to be Savior and Lord of their life. Eating this meal will not do 
that for you, but eating this meal as Jesus asked can remind us of who Jesus really is 
and how much we need his sacrifice. 

Last month we looked at the first miracle, the temple curtain tearing in two from top to 
bottom. The way to God was now made open, and Jesus is the way. Today we want to 
focus on the next great event, the earthquake that shook the earth that calls attention to 
the fact that Jesus is the truth.  

Communion reminds us of Jesus’ death on the cross where God showed his Son to be 
the truth. What miraculous event showed Jesus to be the truth? It was the earthquake 
that shook the whole earth. Here’s the way Matthew recorded it in verse 50: 

50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 
The earth shook, the rocks split. 
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It was October 1989. I was sitting at our dining room table at home with a friend of ours, 
Dave Sidley. Karla was in the kitchen, and our older kids were playing outside. Our 
daughter, Kimie, was just a baby. The Giants were preparing to play the A’s in what was 
becoming known as the Bay Bridge version of the World Series when all of a sudden it 
hit. Our whole house started to shake. The lamp above us was swaying. Things in the 
house were tweaking and falling. The whole house was moving. Loma Prieta. 
Remember it? Twenty seconds of power that shook the earth. It claimed the lives of a 
number of people and destroyed millions upon millions in property.  

California averages about 20 earthquakes a day, most of which obviously are too small 
to be noticed, but about every 4½ years on average there is a tumbler that hits that no 
one misses. God has ways of getting our attention. When the earth is shaking under 
your feet there is no place to hide. You cannot escape its reality.  

That’s what God did the day that Jesus died on the cross. He shook the earth. For 
anyone there that day there was no escaping the reality that that man who died on the 
cross had something to do with the earth that was shaking under their feet. So 
powerfully was that earthquake that the rocks upon which most of Jerusalem and the 
surrounding area are built began to crack and to split. The entire city was shaken. The 
whole region was shaken. People responded most likely the way they respond in an 
earthquake now, grabbing onto anything they feel is secure, crying out, “What’s 
happening? What’s going on?” Well, the fact of the matter is God’s son was dying, and 
God wanted no one to miss it. When you shake the earth there is no way to escape its 
reality. 

But shaking the earth was not just an attention getter. It may have had much more 
meaning than that. It wasn’t the first time that God had shaken a piece of real estate to 
communicate something that he wanted no one to miss and will not be the last time he 
would shake the earth. 

Do you remember when God shook the whole mountain and region of Sinai in 
Exodus 19? It’s the third month to the day since God brought the children of Israel out of 
Egypt. God led them in the desert to a place beneath the shadow of Mount Sinai. God 
told Moses to consecrate the people in purity for two days and to prepare because on 
the third day God was gonna show up in all his power and majesty. He was gonna 
reveal himself to the people. In fact, Moses recorded the event like this in Exodus 19 
verse 16: 

On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick 
cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp 
trembled. 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and 
they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, 
because the Lord descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like 
smoke from a furnace, and the whole mountain trembled violently. 19 As the 
sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and the voice of God 
answered him. 

Truth was revealed. The people were terrified. They were aware that they were not 
worthy to be in God’s presence. Their sin became very obvious. When God shook the 
earth and had everyone’s attention, what did he reveal? The truth about himself, the 
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Ten Commandments, the whole Levitical law. God revealed the truth of who he was, 
how he wanted people to live, his holiness, and his righteous demands. 

What was the purpose of God’s law? It was to make people aware of who God is, his 
holiness and his awesome power. But it was also there to make people aware of their 
sin and their need for a Savior. Boy, did it ever have that effect on the people. In 
Exodus 20 verse 18 Moses wrote: 

When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw 
the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and 
said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God 
speak to us or we will die.” 
20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that 
the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.” 
21 The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick 
darkness where God was. 

You see, the people became acutely aware of their sin. That’s what holiness does. 
That’s why Satan seeks to blind the glory of God to us so that we get caught up and 
don’t think we’re so bad. We don’t see our sin and what it does. But when God’s 
holiness shows up into our lives we become acutely aware of our need. The people 
cried out and said, “We don’t want to come any closer. Moses, you go up there. You go 
talk to God and tell us what he says, but if we get any closer we’re gonna die.”  

You hear what they wanted? They wanted an advocate. They wanted a go between 
because they recognized without someone to stand in the gap between them and God 
they were dead in their sins. God shook the earth, revealed his person and his truth, 
and the truth made them aware of their sin and their need for a Savior.  

It’s the truth about God’s law and its purpose that was pointing us to our need for a 
Savior. In fact, in Galatians Chapter 3 in this classic work that Paul wrote to the Galatian 
churches to help them to understand the significance of the law and how Christ fulfilled 
it and why now in Christ the full demands of the law are met for us and we are forgiven. 
He said in Galatians 3 verse 23: 

Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith 
should be revealed. 24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we 
might be justified by faith. 

God gave the law to make everyone aware of their sin and that without a Savior we 
could never ever survive. All of that law pointed for the centuries and the sacrifices and 
all of that to the point that we need a Savior who will be the one who stands in the gap 
for us. God shook the earth when he gave the law that pointed to Jesus, and God shook 
the earth when Jesus fulfilled that law. God will shake the earth again when Jesus, the 
truth, comes to reign in glory. 

The prophet Haggai was shown that glorious day 500 years before Christ was born. 
When Haggai wrote about it in Haggai 2 verse 6 he said: 

This is what the LORD Almighty says: “In a little while I will once more shake 
the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. 7 I will shake all the 
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nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill this house 
with glory,” says the LORD. 8 “The silver is mine and the gold is mine,” 
declares the LORD Almighty. 9 “The glory of this present house will be greater 
than the glory of the former house,” says the LORD Almighty. “And in this 
place I will grant peace,” declares the LORD Almighty.  

You see, when Jesus returns to take his rightful place in the rebuilt temple at Jerusalem, 
he will reign over all the nations. God will shake the earth to get their attention that the 
truth has come, and the nations will gather at Jerusalem. That great earthquake is 
gonna raise up Jerusalem above all the other cities, and they will flock to the one who is 
the truth.  

In Isaiah Chapter 2 Isaiah revealed for us that there will be a great shaking in the future 
at Jesus’ coming. God is gonna shake the whole earth. When the splendor of his 
majesty appears, people who don’t know him will run and will flee and try to hide from 
his coming, but when the earth is shaking there is no place to hide. No one will miss the 
coming of Jesus. The whole world will be shaken. That’s why the writer of Hebrews 
admonished believers to be sure that they were solidly standing in the truth and the 
eternal kingdom that cannot be shaken, and you have this assurance by believing and 
obeying the one who is the truth. And when you believe and obey you don’t have to 
worry when God comes to shake the heavens and the earth. In fact in Hebrews 12 it 
says in verse 25: 

See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they 
refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away 
from him who warns us from heaven?  

If Moses’ warning could be heeded, how much more can the warning of God who 
speaks from heaven?  

26 At that time (referring to Sinai) his voice shook the earth, but now he has 
promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 
27 The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be shaken—that is, 
created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain.  
28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be 
thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29 for our “God 
is a consuming fire.” 

God said, “I’m gonna shake the world again when Jesus, the truth, comes to 
reign. So make sure that you are standing in the truth, and you will not be 
shaken.” 

You remember the night before Jesus died he gathered his disciples in the upper room 
for the Last Supper? The celebration of that Passover is where Jesus instituted this 
communion. It was a celebration and remembrance of a new covenant in his blood. 
That night, Jesus declared with crystal clarity his true identity, for he said in John 14 
verse 6, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.”  
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The next day God would shake the earth to remind people of that truth. God wanted 
everyone to know, everyone to believe, and everyone to receive the truth that the only 
way to God is through his Son Jesus who is the truth. So the question before all of us 
today is, have we? Have we come to know the one who is the truth? Have we believed 
the one who is the truth? And have we received the one who is the truth, or does God 
still need to do a little shaking to get our attention? The truth is right here in front of us. 

I remember a few years ago, the sports world was rocked by the unexpected retirement 
of a 27-year-old NFL superstar at the pinnacle of his career. No one expected it. His 
name was Ricky Williams. He was the starting running back for the Miami Dolphins. He  
was one of the up and comers at age 27.  

That year, if you can imagine, I think it was about 2004, they offered Ricky $5 million to 
play one season. He turned it down. He quit. You know the reason he gave? He said, “I 
need have time to go on a search to find the truth.” It’s what he said, “to find the truth.” 

So he went looking. He went looking amidst the aboriginal people of the outback of 
Australia. He went looking amongst the religions of Asia. He talked to scholars and 
authors and theologians and philosophers from around the world. I can honestly tell you 
that if Ricky keeps looking there, he’ll never find what he is looking for. You see, what 
he needed is what every one of us needs. Every one of us needs God to shake the 
ground under our feet and make us aware of the truth. He needs to make us aware that 
everything we’ve ever relied on needs to be shaken loose. We all need to be left with no 
place to look but up, and then when everything else in the created environment is 
shaken down, the only place we have left to look is up, then maybe there in that 
moment we will see Jesus dying on a cross. And maybe, just like the Centurion and the 
others who were in the crowd that day, shaken and terrified, falling to the ground they 
looked up and proclaimed the truth, “Surely this man was son of God.” 

Have you see him? How much of our world, our life, how much of what we cling to does 
God have to shake loose before we see that Jesus is the truth, the Savior of the world?  

John said in John 1 verse 10: 

He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did 
not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of a human, or 
natural descent or a husband’s will, but children born of God. 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only, who came forth from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 

This is the one we remember today. This is the one whose death shook the earth. This 
is the one who is the truth. He’s the one who said, “This bread is my body, this cup is 
my blood. It’s given for you. Therefore, as often as you eat it, remember me.”  

Lord, that’s just what we’re here to do today. We’re here to remember the one who is 
the way and the truth and the life. I don’t know what more you have to do, God, to get 
our attention, but today I pray that you will shake whatever you need to shake so that 
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those of us today without Jesus will have everything shaken out so that only you remain 
and by faith will receive you into our lives and be saved and born again.  

Those of us who have made that commitment but aren’t living for you, still have our own 
selfish agendas and our own sinful ways guiding our lives more than you are, I pray, 
God, you’ll shake out today all of those things and you’ll bring us back to that place of 
true repentance and restored fellowship with the one who is the truth. 

God, for the faithful, continue to shake our world so that we will not cling to created 
things, but with our eyes fixed on Jesus we will live and walk with the author and 
perfecter of our faith. All these things and more, we ask you to come and help us to 
remember today in this communion. We thank you for it in Jesus’ name, Amen. 


