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May 12, 2013 
Proverbs 24:3-4 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

God’s Homemaker 
 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to Proverbs 24. We’re 
gonna be looking at a couple of verses today that I hope will be an encouragement to all of us. 
This isn’t just for moms, but this is about homemaking in general. 

I come across a lot of stories about moms. One of my favorites I came across some time ago is 
about the wife of an army colonel who had made an all night flight to meet her husband at his 
latest military assignment in Germany. She arrived weary at the Rhein-Main Air Base in 
Germany with her 9 children, all under age 11. Collecting their many suitcases, the ten of them 
entered the cramped customs area. A young customs official watched them in disbelief. 
“Ma’am,” he said, “Do all these children and all this luggage belong to you?” 

“Yes, sir,” she said with a sigh. “They’re all mine.”  

The customs agent began his interrogation, “Ma’am, do you have any weapons, contraband, 
illegal drugs in your possession?” 

She stopped and stared at the young man and said calmly, “Sir, if I had had any of those, I’d of 
used them by now.” 

In our day of tightened security, this young man allowed her to pass without opening a single 
suitcase. 

Moms go through a lot. There’s a lot of sacrifice, but there is a lot of reward. In Proverbs, 
Solomon, if he is indeed the author of this proverb, was a man of great wisdom. He didn’t 
always live that wisdom, but Solomon was a man who wrote things that helped make a 
difference in a world today of shifting sand and changing values. What he wrote in Proverbs 24 
is about successful homemaking, about God’s homemaking. The thing I like about it is that it’s 
available to anyone, any woman, any man, anyone who wants to take these principles and 
apply them. They make a difference. The beauty of it is it’s never too late to start. No matter 
how well we think we’ve done or haven’t done, it’s never too late to start.  

This is what he wrote in Proverbs 24 and verse 3, these simple nuggets of truth that have made 
a tremendous difference in our home and in the things that we are learning about continuing in 
this homemaking experience. Here’s what he wrote. Verse 3: 

By wisdom a house is built, 
    and through understanding it is established; 
4 through knowledge its rooms are filled 
    with rare and beautiful treasures. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord, I thank you that home was to be the primary training ground of each generation. It was 
there that a mom and a dad was to encounter God in powerful ways and pass the knowledge 
and experience of this ever present God into the lives of their children. For generation after 
generation that was your design. For many households we have drifted far from this model, but 
no matter what our circumstance today, no matter where we find ourself, it is never too late to 
begin applying these principles and become God’s homemaker.  
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I thank you God for the things that you can share with us today that I hope will be a great 
encouragement. We’ll thank you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

Dennis Waitley in his book, Seeds of Greatness, told the story of a young boy he met one day. 
After speaking at a university, he was invited to one of the staff professor couple’s houses to 
have dinner with them. He met their little boy named Bradford who he named “Bradford, the 
Barbarian.” This is how he writes about that experience in his book: 

In my parenting and leadership seminars I tell a true story about a young couple who 
invited me to their home for dinner some time ago after all day program at a University. 
This man and woman, both highly intelligent with advanced degrees, had opted for a 
child-centered home so that their five-year-old son Bradford would have everything at his 
disposal to become a winner out there in the competitive world.  

When I arrived at their driveway in front of a fashionable, two-story, tudor home at the 
end of a cul-de-sac, I should’ve known what was in store for me. I stepped on his ET doll 
getting out of the car and was greeted by, “Watch where you’re walking or you’ll have to 
buy me a new one.” 

Entering the front door I instantly discover that this was Bradford’s place, not his parents. 
The furnishings, it appear, were originally of fine quality. I thought I recognized an Ethan 
Allen piece that suffered the wrath of Khan.  

We attempted to have a cup of hot cider in the family room, but Bradford was busy 
running his new intellevision controls. (You can tell this is a little dated story.) Trying to 
find a place to sit down was like hopping on one foot through a minefield blindfolded. 

Bradford got to eat first in the living room so he wouldn’t be lonely. I nearly dropped my 
hot cup in my lap in surprise when they brought out a high chair that was designed like 
an aircraft ejection seat with four legs and multiple security straps. He was five years old, 
and he had to be strapped in a high chair to get through one meal.  

As we started our salads in the dining room, which was an open alcove adjoining the 
living room, young Bradford dumped his dinner on the carpet and proceeded to pour his 
milk on top of it to ensure that the peas and carrots would go deep into the shag fibers. 
His mother entreated, “Brad, honey, don’t do that. Mommy wants you to grow up strong 
and be healthy like daddy. I’ll get you some more dinner while daddy cleans it up.” 

While they were occupied with their chores, Bradford had figured out how to unfasten his 
seatbelt, scrambled down from his perch, and joined me in the dining room helping 
himself to my olives. “I think you should wait for your own dinner.” I said politely 
removing his hand from my salad bowl. He swung his leg up to kick me in the knee, but 
my old ex-pilot reflexes didn’t fail me. I crossed my legs so quickly that he missed, came 
off his feet, came down hard on the floor on the seat of his pants. You would have 
thought he was at the dentist’s office.  

He screamed, ran to his mother sobbing, “He hit me.” 

When his parents asked what happened, I calmly informed them that he had fallen 
accidentally, and that besides, “I would never hit the head of a household.” I knew it was 
time to be on my way when they put Prince Valiant to bed by placing granola cookies on 
the stairs as enticers. He ate his way up to bed every night. “How are you ever gonna 
motivate him to go to school?” I asked quietly. 

“Oh, I’m sure we’ll come up with something,” they laughed.  
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“Yes,” I said, “but what if the neighborhood dogs eat what you put out? He’ll lose his way 
like Hansel and Gretel.” I asked the Lord for forgiveness for not being silent as I drove 
back to the airport. 

This couple, in many people’s eyes, is successful, very successful. They are noted university 
professors. They both have advanced degrees. They both make a considerable income, but I 
don’t think it would be too critical to say that they are failing miserably at home. They’re not 
alone. The home and family as God designed it is an endangered species.  

I was reading some stats his last week from the National Health Statistics report. It’s amazing 
what’s happening to families and homes in America. It said in this report that between 1960 and 
2010, the number of cohabiting couples has increased 17 fold. Part of the problem is that 
cohabiting couples who marry aren’t aware that they have a 46% higher divorce rate after 
they’ve cohabited. Living together before you’re married does not work. It only increases the 
chances of a destroyed household. Of the nearly 74 million children in the United States 17 or 
younger -- 74 million of them right now -- 69% lived with both parents, 27% live with one parent, 
4% live with no parent, but 7% of children live with a cohabiting parent in an immoral union – 
7%. In fact, in 2010 almost 41% of births were to unmarried women – 41% in 2010. Now, with a 
growing number of states legalizing sodomy and same-sex marriages, the number of children 
growing up in the stability of a nuclear family is even more greatly reduced.  

In far too many homes, well-meaning parents who may or may not have had a good 
homemaking model themselves, have little or no idea of how marriage and family and home are 
designed to work, and so we see a perpetuating generational problem which is a serious threat 
to society. In fact, Chuck Colson, in his book some years ago called, Against the Night, said: 

Ordained by God as the basic unit of human organization, the family is not only 
necessary for propagating the race, but it is the first school of human instruction. Parents 
take small, self-centered monsters who spend much of their time screaming defiantly 
and hurling peas on the carpet and teach them to share, to wait their turn, to respect 
other’s property. These lessons translate into respect for others, self-restraint, obedience 
to law, in short, into the virtues of individual character that are vital to a society’s survival. 

Moms, all the burden is not upon you, but you play a very significant role. Many of you are now 
at a stage where you are parenting again where you are actually providing good care for your 
grandparents. That generational involvement is very good because it gives us a chance to keep 
impacting multiple generations. We need to understand that even in homes where parents stay 
together and do their best, the pressures they face are tremendous today. Very few parents I 
meet feel successful at what they’re doing. They’re always concerned that they’re not doing 
enough or the right things. Inundated with messages to provide our kids with everything causes 
many times for us to overextend to try to provide things that really aren’t necessary, and we 
have to work multiple jobs to try to pay for it all. The effects on the family can be far-reaching. 

Then, if that were not bad enough, if you believe the magazine covers, to be a successful wife 
and mom and homemaker you need to be a green thumb gardener, a professional decorator, a 
gourmet cook, an amorous lover, an on-call driver, a financial wizard who keeps her closets free 
of clutter, and has kids involved in every cultural and sport activity available to man. Isn’t it true? 
The pressures are amazing to be all these things, to provide all these things, to do all these 
things. It’s no wonder that so many moms feel stressed, so many households feel stressed. 

It’s one of the reasons I love God’s word because it shatters the world’s expectations and it puts 
a standard in place that is a great reminder because the things that are essential are doable for 
everyone – everyone -- everyone who is willing to follow what God is really saying and to bring 
our lives and marriages and families into line with what God is teaching.  
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God’s word says that successful homemaking has less to do with what you have in your home 
and everything to do with who you have in your home. Successful homemaking results when 
God’s presence is powerful and he shapes the life of those who live there. Proverbs 24 gives 
some insight into how to have God very powerfully present in your home: 

By wisdom a house is built, 
    and through understanding it is established; 
4 through knowledge its rooms are filled 
    with rare and beautiful treasures. 

No mention of the latest fads or the must-have trends or the domestic secrets. Instead, it gives 
God’s design for being God’s homemaker, and everyone who follows God’s design can be a 
successful homemaker. What is God’s design? Well, it is a home, God says, “When it is built 
by wisdom, established through understanding, and furnished with knowledge.” God’s 
homemaker builds their homes with wisdom. “By wisdom a house is built.”  

I was reading about a young man who got into a financial tangle by loaning a friend in another 
town $500 without the benefit of a written note. He didn’t even ask for a receipt indicating the 
amount loaned or any payback schedule, and he needed the money. When the young man 
needed that money he realized he had nothing to document his claim. In desperation, he 
consulted his father, “Dad, what am I gonna do?” 

In a moment of consideration the father said, “Oh, that’s easy. Write him and say you need the 
$1,000 you loaned him.” 

The young man said, “You mean $500?” 

“No,” said the dad. “You say $1,000 and he will immediately write back and telling you he only 
owes you $500 and you will have it in writing.” 

You know, if an earthly father can have that kind of wisdom on how to handle situations in life, 
imagine the kind of wisdom that flows from the ultimate Father, the eternal Father, who knows 
and sees all things and is the source of all wisdom. Why would anyone want to leave that kind 
of wisdom out of the planning and making of their life, their marriage, their home, and their 
family? You’d be crazy to leave that wisdom out, and God’s word is full of that wisdom. God said 
that when you use wisdom your house will be built, “By wisdom a house is built.” 

The word “wisdom” here is a word that refers mostly to the power of judging rightly, to allow you 
to follow the soundest course of action -- that idea. The word “built” means “established, 
strengthened, constructed, put together right.” God is the architect of the home, and he is the 
builder of it. Those who seek God’s word and God’s ways receive God’s wisdom. God uses the 
wisdom to build a house where people make right judgments, follow the right way, and are firmly 
constructed. That’s why the psalmist reminds us that God needs to be the builder of our homes. 
You remember in Psalm 127 verse 1: 

Unless the Lord builds the house, 
    its builders labor in vain. 

It amounts to nothing. That’s what the word “vain” means, “empty, useless, not amounting to 
much.” God needs to build the house. When God builds a house he builds it with wisdom so it 
can firmly stand.  

This kind of wisdom helps people to understand who is important in their lives. Paul told the 
Roman Christians that only fools would let anyone or anything have God’s rightful place as #1 in 
their life, that only a fool would allow any home or any marriage or any family to be established 
without God as central. In fact, in Romans 1 verse 21 he said: 
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For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 
but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they 
claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God 
for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 

What was Paul telling them? He’s telling them, “People are exchanging God for created things. 
They’re letting other things, human agendas, futile pursuits take God’s place and all the while 
claiming to be wise, but they are fools. God’s not #1 in their life, not #1 in their marriage, not #1 
in their home, and there is a price they’re paying for that. The #1 mark of a fool is that someone 
or something other than God is #1 in your life and in your home.” So one of the questions, a 
good diagnostic question to ask, is God #1 in our house? Is God #1 in our home? If not, what 
things can be put in place to turn that around? God said that that kind of wisdom will build a 
house. A wise homemaker keeps God and his word #1, but it also teaches us a wisdom that not 
only is God most important, but others are more important than ourselves. This defies cultural 
norms and the “me first” perspective that many children are raised with. The apostle Paul told 
the Philippian church in Philippians 2 verse 3: 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better 
than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look out not only to your own interest but also to 
the interests of others.  

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus. Homes built in wisdom develop 
children to grow up to see that they are not the center of the universe, God is, and that they are 
his ambassadors to serve people just like Jesus did. That’s why the Lord’s brother, James, 
when he wrote said in James 3 verse 13: 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds 
done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does 
not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 

It’s demonic. For Satan knows that he can destroy with selfishness. 
16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil 
practice. 
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 
18 Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. 

God’s homemakers learn godly wisdom and live that out before the eyes of their children, and 
God uses that wisdom to build a house that is secure. In Job 28 verse 28 it says, “It is the fear 
of the Lord that is the beginning of wisdom.” It is the respect of God that’s the beginning of all 
wisdom. Not only build by wisdom, but God’s homemakers establish their homes through 
understanding. “By wisdom a house is built and through understanding it is established.” 

Many of you know my love for history. I was very blessed to have an opportunity with my family 
one time to go aboard the USS Missouri, the ship that was used for the Japanese surrender in 
World War II. They have the very spot where World War II came to its conclusion marked out on 
the deck of that ship. It’s a very moving thing to stand there, especially when you read the recap 
of what happened that day. 

In his book that recounted the story of it, I have a few details. Listen to what happened that day: 

Precisely 9 AM, 11 Japanese officials wearing silk hats, ascots, and cutaways climbed 
the stairway of the ship, their faces devoid of expression. General Douglas MacArthur, 
wearing his familiar sunglasses and visored cap, walked to the microphone. He stood 
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erect and confident. Though his hand trembled slightly as he held the sheet of notes 
before him, this is what he said: 

We are gathered here, representatives of the major warring powers, to conclude 
a solemn agreement whereby peace may be restored. It is my earnest hope and 
indeed the hope of all mankind that from this solemn occasion a better world 
shall emerge, a world founded upon faith and understanding, a world dedicated 
to the dignity of man and the fulfillment of his most cherished wish for freedom, 
tolerance, and justice.  

He went on to say near the end of his message: 

The problem basically is theological. 

Amazing insight, isn’t it? 

The problem is basically theological and involves a spiritual recrudescence and 
improvement of human character. It must be of the spirit if we are to save the 
flesh. 

Did you catch his words? “The problem is basically theological.” “We need a world,” he said 
“founded upon faith and understanding.” In other words, he said, “If there’s to be any hope for 
our future, if we are to prevent these kinds of events, then we must know what God is saying 
and believe the right things and then we must put them into practice.” That’s faith and 
understanding. That’s what the writer Proverbs 24 was saying that the home is founded on: 

By wisdom a house is built, 
    and through understanding it is established. 

Understanding is responding with insight. Wisdom is God’s perspective. Understanding is 
knowing how to rightly use it and to put it into practice. When you apply God’s wisdom in your 
home it will be established with understanding. “Established” means “brought into being so its 
existence is a certainty.” Remember, this house is the idea of a perpetual generation of people 
who are impacted by these truths. Understanding is wisdom rightly applied. It’s knowing what to 
do and then doing it. That’s why the Lord’s brother, James, also wrote in James 1 verse 22: 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone 
who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face 
in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he 
looks like. 25 But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and 
continues to do this—not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed 
in what he does. 

But so often we don’t know or use what God says consistently, and so we create shifting 
standards and values confusion on the part of our children. Because one minute we do it and 
the next minute we don’t, and there’s an inconsistency which has a devastating effect on 
children’s ability to know what to believe. They don’t understand. Consistent standards and 
clear boundaries enforced with loving discipline demonstrates wisdom and understanding that 
can develop stable, well-trained, and established children. Yet so often parents today try to be 
friends with their kids rather than being parents to their kids. Kids will have a lot of friends. They 
will only have one set of parents.  

Chuck Swindoll in a book some years ago called, Growing Strong in Family Life, said, “Moms 
who get the job done are moms who set wise parameters and say, “Now that’s it.” There’s a 
vital element of discipline, self-control that accompanies the role of a mother, and it informs a 
needed balance to the love and the tenderness they also must give. “It is so hard to be 
consistent,” he wrote, “yet love needs the balance that discipline provides.”  
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Dr. Stanley Coopersmith, Associate Professor of Psychology at the University of California 
studied 1,738 normal, middle-class boys and their families beginning in the preadolescent 
period and following them throughout young manhood. Look at what he found. After identifying 
those boys having the highest self-esteem, he compared their homes and childhood influences 
with those having a lower sense of self-worth. He found three important characteristics which 
distinguished them. The high esteem children were clearly more loved and appreciated at home 
than were the low esteemed boys. The parental love was deep and genuine, not just an empty 
display of words. The boys knew that they were the objects of pride and interest increasing their 
own sense of self-worth. 

The high esteem group came from homes where parents had been significantly more strict in 
their approach to discipline. By contrast, the parents of the low esteem group had creative 
insecurity and dependence by their permissiveness. Their children were more likely to feel that 
the rules were not enforced without discipline because no one cared enough to get involved. 
Remember what God said in Hebrews 12, “If you are not disciplined then you are illegitimate 
children.” That’s exactly what kids feel that they aren’t given proper boundaries. Nobody cares.  

Furthermore, the most successful and independent young men during the latter period of the 
study were found to have come from homes that demanded the strictest accountability and 
responsibility, and as could’ve been predicted, the family ties remained the strongest. Not in the 
wishy-washy homes, but in the homes where discipline and self-control had been a way of life. 
He said they also observed that the homes of the high esteem group were also characterized by 
democracy and openness. Once the boundaries for behavior were established and clearly and 
consistently enforced, there was freedom for individual personalities to grow and develop. The 
boys could express themselves without fear of ridicule, and the overall atmosphere was marked 
by acceptance and emotional safety as these young men begin to discover how God had made 
them. 

In a world of shifting standards, relative rules, neutral values, and inconsistent boundaries, it is 
easy to set a home adrift in doubt and uncertainty. Parents who demonstrate godly wisdom and 
who consistently apply in their lives and those of their children those principles which God is 
teaching will help establish their households with understanding. 

Not only built by wisdom and established through understanding, but God’s homemakers furnish 
their homes with knowledge. It says in verse 3: 

By wisdom a house is built, 
    and through understanding it is established; 
4 through knowledge its rooms are filled 
    with rare and beautiful treasures. 

There is a certain knowledge that comes only through experience.  

I read about two crews -- I doubt this is a true story -- but I read about two crews sent out to set 
telephone poles for the phone company. One crew was experienced, the other were all rookies. 
At the end of the day, the boss asked, “How many poles did you plant?” 

The experienced crew said, “We planted 20 poles.” 

“Wow, fabulous,” the boss. To the rookie crew he said, “How many poles did you plant?” 

They said, “Two.” 

“Two poles? These guys did 20, you did 2?” He said, “I know you’re new at this but why only 
two poles?” 
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They responded, “Yeah, they planted 20 poles but you should’ve seen how much of the pole 
was left still sticking out of the ground.” 

You know, when I read that story, besides getting good chuckle, I realized that rookie crew tried 
to bury their poles a lot like many people try to make their homes. They’re sincere, lots of effort, 
but not really knowing what they’re supposed to do or what the final outcome is supposed to be. 
What they need is knowledge. That’s the word the writer of Proverbs 24 said that when a home 
is filled with knowledge, it is filled with rare and beautiful treasures. 

The word “knowledge” refers to the personal, experiential knowledge of God, the knowledge of 
personally knowing who God is and how he wants us to live. This not just the God of the book, 
this is my God. This is the God I know. It’s why Peter said in 2 Peter 3 verse 17: 

Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may 
not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.  

How do you do that? 
18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
glory both now and forever! Amen. 

“Grow in knowing and experiencing life with God,” is what Peter is saying. “Then fill your life and 
your home with that knowledge.” Don’t let your kids grow up thinking the reality of God is found 
only in a book. Let them see that the reality of God is found in you. And when your family has 
this knowledge of God, it will fill your home with rare and beautiful treasures, the rare and 
beautiful treasures of a godly life.  

Peter said in 2 Peter 1 verse 2: 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus 
our Lord. 
3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our 
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has 
given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate 
in the divine nature, and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

The beauty of a godly life comes through knowing God and the treasure of the beauty of his 
presence. 

In the book of Colossians, Paul wrote this in Colossians 2 verse 2: 

My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may 
have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery 
of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  

Jesus is the source. When you have the beauty of his presence lived out in your home, your 
home can be filled with rare and beautiful treasures. You know, we can furnish our homes with 
many things, but none more rare or beautiful than a life that knows Jesus and fills the house 
with godliness and the beauty of his presence. Ladies, there’s nothing wrong with having a 
nicely furnished home or with one that is more simply outfitted, but in either case the thing that 
needs to furnish our home is the reality of a life that is filled with the knowledge of God.  

As Peter put it in 1 Peter 3, the purity and reverence that marks the lives of those who know 
their God. Your home may never be furnished well enough to make Better Homes & Gardens, 
but it can be furnished well enough to have the treasure of Jesus pleased to live there. 
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I love my mom. She was a very good mom, and I was grateful for my dad. I didn’t grow up in a 
Christian home, but my mom and dad taught me a lot about life. They gave the best human 
wisdom they could, and I’m grateful for that. But God was not the center of our home, not even 
remotely. So, when I got older I’m afraid I tried to live lot of my own life by human wisdom, and it 
doesn’t fare well. So, when I met Jesus at age 25, God opened up a whole new source of 
wisdom and understanding. I realized that I had no idea how a home was to be made God’s 
way. I had no idea. I knew that someday I hoped to be married, and if I were I wanted to have a 
lady who loved God supremely. I knew that if she would ever fall in love with me then I had to be 
a spiritual leader. That wasn’t to make some woman happy, I wanted to be a spiritual leader to 
make God pleased. That’s the role I wanted to be regardless if I ever got married. God supplied 
me a lady who far exceeded anything I deserve. But even before all that happened, I had no 
idea how to be a leader in making a home. So I was very, very grateful that God allowed me in 
some ways to be adopted into the home of Dr. Sherm and Lillian Heath.  

I mentioned a couple weeks ago how they brought me in, taught me a lot about missions, but 
what I didn’t tell you was they taught me a lot about how God makes a home. They raised seven 
kids, all who are walking with Jesus who now have kids and grandkids. There’s never been a 
divorce in three generations of their family. Every one of their kids and grandkids is walking with 
Jesus. Many are serving missions and in pastoral roles and strategic leaders in churches. This 
is the home God allowed me to come into as a single man. Not a perfect couple, but a godly 
couple. Dr. Heath was a very prominent doctor. He, I’m sure made a lot of money, but you’d 
never know it to look at their house. He never had a TV. Didn’t have the latest anything. Their 
house was filled with books and Bibles and a lot of love. 

Dr. Heath died last year. I wasn’t able to go to the service. They had it on Sunday, and no 
matter how I tried to coordinate things I could not get there in time. So last fall when I was in 
Seattle, I went by to see Mrs. Heath who is in her 80s. She is living alone in the same house. 
When I walked in the door, it was like going in a time warp, the same furniture in the exact same 
place that it was 30 years ago. Nothing seems to have moved. Theirs was the kind of home 
where I could stop by anytime for dinner. They never locked their front door.  

When had I moved away and came back to visit, I could come in the middle of the night, go in 
the door, go downstairs, find an empty bed. They had seven kids, plenty of beds. It was not 
uncommon for me to do that and wake up in the morning with some other missionary or Bible 
school professor or somebody sleeping in the bed next to me that had done the same thing, 
come in the middle of the night and needed a place to stay, and you wake up and say, “Hi.” I got 
acquainted with people there that I had slept next to all night and didn’t even know they were in 
the same room. Amazing place.  

When I walked in, she was sitting in the living room. Her door was unopened as it always is. I 
just walked in. She got up, give me a big hug. My son, Tyler was with us and my friend Sam. 
We sat in the living room. Right there on the coffee table is her Bible, a bunch of Bible tracts, the 
latest thing she’s memorizing. I said to her, “Mrs. Heath, how you getting along since Dr. Heath 
died?” 

She said, “Larry, God is so good.” She reaches for her Bible and she always does, opens it up 
and says, “Let me share with you how God is sustaining me through these days. I miss him 
terribly, but God is sustaining me.” She begin sharing with me the wisdom of how she processes 
through grief, how she’s handling things today with her family. She’s sitting there just by her life 
imparting to me wisdom and understanding and knowledge just like she’d always done. I saw 
right in front of me the truth of what Proverbs says, “By wisdom a house is built and established. 
Through understanding, the wisdom of God rightly applied, it will be strengthened and 
perpetuated. And through knowledge, the knowledge, the experience of God, the reality of God, 
the house will be filled with rare and beautiful treasures.” Multiple generations of people whose 
lives are continually being impacted by someone who is God’s homemaker.  
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Ladies and guys, I don’t care where you are in the lifecycle, or how bad you think you failed or 
how successful you think you’ve been. It is never too late to begin looking to God to use you to 
shape and make a home that’s truly his. 

Father, thank you for the encouragement of this. These principles can be applied whether we’re 
a single mom, a widow, we have an unsupportive husband, or we have an unbelievably 
supportive family. It doesn’t matter whether we’re young or old, rich or poor. It doesn’t matter 
how much we know or don’t know, what matters is how surrendered we are to you. Thank you, 
God, in a world of shifting sand and changing values, thank you for giving us a word on this 
Mother’s Day that can help all of us to be better at what we do and how we live and the 
generations that are impacted for you. Thank you, God, for always being there to help. You are 
the difference, and we praise you today in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


