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May 26, 2013 
Revelation 3:7-13 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Philadelphia - The Church 
that Wouldn’t Quit 

 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to Revelation 
Chapter 3. We’re gonna continue on in our letters to the seven churches. These are 
seven real churches that existed in Asia Minor in the first century. These are churches 
that Jesus had a message for, and they are representative of about every Christian on 
the face of the planet today and certainly a host of churches who model these same 
characteristics and face these same issues. 

Today, we’re looking at the church at Philadelphia, the church that refused to quit; a 
church that was not reprimanded for anything but a church that was encouraged to stay 
strong. In the midst of this today we can learn all the ways that God wants us to stay 
strong.  

I just want to say, as we’re about to read this, a very good morning to all our folks down 
at the Antioch campus. Thanks for all you’re doing. Happy Memorial Day weekend to 
you, and we are very grateful that we get to team up together and to serve the Lord 
here and amongst the nations. 

Revelation Chapter 3 verse 7: 

And to the angel (or the leader or the pastor) of the church in Philadelphia 
write: These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key 
of David. What he opens and no one shall shut, and what he shuts and no 
one can open. 
8I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door, that no 
one can shut; I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my 
word and have not denied my name. 9 I will make those who are of the 
synagogue of Satan who claim to be Jews though they are not but are 
liars—I will make them come and fall down at your feet, and acknowledge 
that I have loved you. 10 Since you have kept my command to endure 
patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come 
upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 11 I am coming 
soon; hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 12 Him 
who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God; never 
again will he leave it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the 
name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem which is coming down out 
of heaven from my God, and I will also write on him my own new name. 
13 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord, these letters are powerful because they’re written to us through John from you 
who sees and knows everything. You know today everything that’s going on in my mind 
and in my heart. You know everything about every person in this place, every person in 
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the world. You know those that are really yours. You know everything we’re going 
through, the fears we face, and the challenges in front of us. You also know how to 
keep us strong so that we can be faithful and true.  

Thank you for the church at Philadelphia, the people no different than we are facing 
tremendous challenges yet choosing not to quit. Thank you, God, for how you’ve used 
this church in our example, and how you’ll use all of those who overcome and stand 
with you. We’ll thank you, God, for all that you’ll show us today. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

In a message that Craig Larson gave some years ago, he said: 

By 7 pm on October 20, 1968 at the Mexico City Olympic Stadium, it was 
beginning to get dark, and it had begun to cool down as well. The last of the 
Olympic marathon runners were being assisted away to first aid stations. Over an 
hour earlier, Mamo Waldi of Ethiopia had charged across the finish line winning 
the 26 mile 385 yard race looking as strong and as vigorous as when he’d 
started.  

As the last few thousand spectators began preparing to leave, they heard police 
sirens and whistles through the gate entering the stadium. Everybody’s attention 
turned to that gate. A sole figure, wearing the colors of Tanzania, came limping 
into the stadium. His name was John Steven Aquari. He was the last man to 
finish the marathon in 1968. His leg was bandaged and bloody.  
 
He had taken a bad fall early in the race. Now, it was all he could do to limp his 
way around the track. The crowd stood and applauded as he completed that last 
lap. When he finally crossed the finish line, one man dared to ask the question 
that all were wondering. “You are so badly injured. Why didn’t you quit? Why 
didn’t you give up?”  

Aquari, with quiet dignity said, “My country did not send me 7,000 miles to start 
this race. My country sent me to finish this race.” 

You know, it’s often not how you start or even the obstacles you meet along the way 
that makes the greatest difference, it’s how you respond to those challenges and your 
determination to finish what you started that makes the ultimate different. That’s true 
whether you’re running a marathon or whether the race you’re running is for the 
kingdom of God.  

There a lot of people and a lot of churches and start well with Jesus. God is looking for 
people in churches that will go the distance with him. There far too many people who 
quit along the way. Things are too hard. They get disillusioned. It wasn’t what they 
signed up for. They have all kinds of expectations, but they know so little of God and so 
little of his kingdom, so little of the sacrifice that has gone on before. It’s one of the 
reasons that so many Americans today do not appreciate this nation or even the 
sacrifice of what Memorial Day is about because they forget the past. Therefore, they 
cannot appreciate the future. They don’t understand the hard work and determination 
and sacrifice that got all of us to this point. They don’t understand that all of that can be 
lost if there isn’t a current generation who steps up and understands what’s at stake - 
the importance of not quitting. 
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God is always looking for people that won’t quit, and that’s what Jesus found in the 
people of the church at Philadelphia. This sixth letter to the churches of Asia Minor was 
written to the church that wouldn’t quit. Philadelphia was known as the church of 
brotherly love. It was named after the Pergamunian King Attalus II who in 140 BC was 
known as Philadelphus. Can you imagine a pagan king who is so noted for the love of 
his brother that they nicknamed him Philadelphus, and they dedicated a city to him 
naming it Philadelphia, the city of a brother’s love? 

Philadelphia was a fortress city, a prosperous city located 25 miles southeast of Sardis. 
One of the characteristics of life in Philadelphia was dealing with frequent earthquakes. 
In fact, Philadelphia was destroyed in 17 AD along with 11 other cities by an earthquake 
including the city of Sardis, but the people didn’t quit. They moved outside the city and 
with the help of the Roman government they rebuilt Philadelphia. They didn’t give up or 
abandon that city, and it was that same spirit of endurance and perseverance that 
marked the Christians in the church there as well.  

Not much more is known about the church there although we do know from the letter 
that they faced persecution, pressures of worldliness, and a rampant idolatry. In fact, 
Jesus, finding no fault in them commends them for keeping his command to endure 
patiently. Even as late as the 14th century, 1,300 years later when many other churches 
had yielded to Muslim influence and Muslim control, the church at Philadelphia was still 
found standing strong for Jesus Christ -- 1,300 later. But it wasn’t easy. Throughout 
their history they faced obstacles and opposition that had to be overcome. They lacked 
size and strength. Apparently it was not a big church or one that wielded a lot of 
influence. There was opposition from everywhere, from Jews in the city, from pagans, or 
at least “those who call themselves Jews,” Jesus said, who harassed the church and 
tried to deceive the church and constantly worked to undermine that church. Jesus 
called them “liars and a synagogue of Satan.” That was their influence. 

To each church Jesus identified himself in a manner and with the attributes that would 
most clearly address the situation in each church. At Philadelphia he reveals himself 
with a threefold identity. He said, “I am holy. I am true, and the one who holds the 
key of David. I’m holy. I’m unique. I’m set apart from everyone and everything. I’m 
absolutely pure. Nothing or no one compares with me. I’m above it all. I am the 
one who is true. Not only one among many, but I am true in every way. I am the 
only one and true God, and I hold the key of David.”  

David was representative of the whole line of Kings that led to the anointed Messiah, 
Jesus Christ himself. God said, “I gave this key to David. I gave it to his line, and I 
gave it to his ultimate descendant, Jesus Christ. It was given to me, and I hold all 
authority. I can open up any door. I can close any door, and what I open no one 
can shut. What I close no one can open.”  

You remember earlier in Revelation 1 when Jesus met John he said to him in verse 17: 

Do not be afraid. I am the first and the last. 18 I am the living one; I was 
dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever, and I hold the keys of Death 
and Hades itself.  

He has all authority to open and close any door of opportunity of blessing of witness of 
heaven of hell and eternity. He is the one who rules over all and no one can overrule 
him.  
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This was the church that chose to believe and rely on this Jesus rather than to turn 
away as so many others had done and deny him in the face of adversity. It was this 
same choice that God wants each of us to make in this current generation because 
Christians and churches who make a difference in the world today are those who stand 
with Jesus and refuse to quit.  

What does it take to stand and not to quit? The same thing it’s always taken, the same 
thing that was true of what Jesus said of the church of Philadelphia. There are people 
who rely on God’s strength. They hold onto God’s word, and they stay true to God’s 
name. People who don’t quit rely on God’s strength. Jesus said in verse 8, “I know that 
you have little strength.” 

There are times when we have to admit our weakness and that we need the strength of 
another. I remember when the church was just starting out. We moved into our first real 
building down on Sunset Drive, an old fixed-up warehouse. We had put everything in it 
that we had. People sacrificed like crazy, gave tons of hours, donated even beyond their 
ability it seemed to be able to get that place outfitted. It probably wasn’t much to look at 
but we were proud of it and grateful to God for every square inch. But we realized we 
had put so much effort into just getting the place up to be usable we didn’t have 
anything to put inside. We had no furniture, no desks, no pews, no nothing. So people 
began to donate stuff. We spent many of those days on nights and weekends going 
around picking up donated stuff.  

I remember there was a family that donated a couple of desks. One of these desks I 
don’t know what it was made of. It must have been lead lined or something. It’s the 
heaviest desk I’ve ever seen. We were trying to load this thing on the back of a pickup 
truck - three of us. We could barely lift it off the ground. We could not get it in the truck it 
was that heavy - three of us. Along came this guy, Dave. He must have been an angel. 
He was 6’4”. He must have weighed 250 pounds. He had muscles in places I don’t even 
have places. He said, “You boys need help?” 

I said to him, “No, what I need is a Workmens’ comp claim.” 

He said, “Step aside.” I still remember. He bent over and grabbed the end of that desk. 
We had two legs up on the bed of the truck. He reached over himself, grabbed that 
thing, lifted it up, and slid it into the back of the truck with no help. In fact, as we tried to 
grab the side, I felt he was lifting us off the ground. Sometimes if you’re gonna get the 
job done you have to admit your weakness and have help.  

Never is that more true than in your daily exercise of the Christian life. You cannot live it 
alone. The Christian life is not natural. The Christian life is supernatural. People, let me 
say that again, it’s the key. The Christian life is not natural. It is supernatural. To live out 
the Christian life is exactly the opposite of what most of us think. 

A.W. Tozer once said: 

The Christian soon learns that if he would be victorious as a son of heaven 
among men on earth, he must not follow the common pattern of mankind, but 
rather the contrary. That he may be safe, he puts himself in jeopardy. He loses 
his life to save it and is in danger of losing it if he attempts to preserve it. He goes  
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down to get up. And if he refuses to go down he’s already down. But when he 
starts down he’s on his way up. He is strongest when he is weakest, and he is 
weakest when he is strong.  

Though poor he has the power to make others rich. But when he becomes rich, 
his ability to enrich others vanishes. He has most after he has given most away 
and has least when he possesses everything. 

The Christian life is not natural. It is supernatural. No wonder Jesus said, “Without me 
you can do nothing.” We cannot live a vibrant, transformed faithful Christian life that 
remains true to God and live it out on our own efforts. It can’t be done. Vibrancy and 
consistency in the Christian life is not trying harder, it’s yielding more and letting Jesus 
live his life through us which is what he wants anyway. 

This is why Paul prayed like he did for Christians everywhere, but especially in this 
prayer he prayed for the church at Ephesus. This is a great reminder from time to time 
in Ephesians 1 verse 15: 

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love for all the saints, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering 
you in my prayers. 

What is he praying for? Listen to what we should be praying for: 
17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may 
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 
18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you 
may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. 
That power is like the working of his mighty strength 20 he exerted in Christ when 
he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title 
that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And 
God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way. 

Jesus wants to fill every one of our lives with himself so that he can live the fullness of 
that life out through us. It will not be us trying to live a Christian lifestyle, it will be Christ 
living his life through us. This is often why so many Christians get tired and quit. They 
try to live a supernatural life by purely natural means. It’s why Paul told the Corinthian 
church that God has ways to teach us that we are wholly dependent on him, and when 
you know you are weak then in him you can become strong.  

You remember Paul who got those great and lofty visions of heaven? God showed him 
things would make anybody proud. When he wrote to the Corinthian church, he said in 
2 Corinthians 12 verse 7: 

To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great 
revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to 
torment me.  
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God made him weak. He gave him some ailment. We don’t know whether it was weak 
eyes or whether he had some reoccurring weakness, but it made Paul constantly aware 
he could not do it on his own. 

8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  

Here’s Paul who can raise the dead and heal the sick. He’s saying, “God, take this 
infirmity away from me.” 

9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect (or complete) in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly 
about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for 
Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

Paul said, “I’ve learned to thank God for all of these trials because it reminds me how 
weak I really am. When I am at my weakest point, Jesus is at his strongest. I can’t do 
this on my own, and I’m not gonna even try.” 

He not only helps us but it testifies clearly to others that it isn’t about how great we are, 
but about how great God is. Paul told the Corinthian church in 1 Corinthians 2 verse 1: 

When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom 
as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2 For I resolved to know nothing 
while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 I came to you in 
weakness and fear and with much trembling. 4 My message and my preaching 
were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s 
power,  

Look at this: 
5 so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.  

Do you know how many people are followers of men in the Christian church rather than 
followers of God? I don’t mean this in any way to exalt myself. If you’ve been around me 
you know I won’t do it, but the bottom line is this: there are people who don’t come to 
church here some weeks because they call and they say, “If Larry’s not preaching I’m 
not coming.” Do you know how tragic that is? It’s flat out sad.  

Our power to live this life does not rest on any man or on ourselves, it rests solely on 
Jesus Christ and him alone. When you know that it’s God who keeps you strong, you 
come to realize you can stand strong in the face of whatever comes because it’s God 
who enables you to do it. That’s why Paul told the Philippians in Philippians 4 verse 13, 
“I’ve learned the secret. I can do everything through Christ who gives me strength.” 

When Jesus sent this message to the church of Philadelphia, he paid them the greatest 
compliment. 

8I know your deeds. . . you have little strength 

I don’t know if Jesus could say a greater word to any Christian or church than that. “I 
see what you’re doing for me, but it’s not you. You have little strength. My 
strength is made perfect in you.” Because of their weakness, Jesus could display his 
strength in them for the next 1,300 years. 
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Not only rely on God’s strength, but people who don’t quit hold onto God’s word. He 
said in verse 8: 

8I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door, that no 
one can shut; I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my 
word. 

“You kept my word.”  

We’re on our third garbage disposal at our house in 30 years. Not bad. I remember 
when I put in the second one. It was the first time I had ever replaced one. Karla was 
gone for the day doing something, and she was gonna be gone for a good part of the 
day, a couple hours or so. I thought, “You know what? I’m gonna get this garbage 
disposal in and surprise her before she gets back. She’ll be so proud of me.”  

I went to the store, bought a garbage disposal. I still remember on the outside of the box 
it says “Installs in minutes.” They put it in quotes. Two hours later I still can’t get this 
thing on. Karla comes home. The kitchen is disassembled, tools are everywhere. My 
legs are sticking out from under the sink.  

“Larry, is that you?” Karla says. “What are you doing?” 

I said, “I’m remodeling the kitchen. I’m trying to install a garbage disposal. It’s supposed 
to take a few minutes. I’ve been under here for two hours.” 

Picking up the directions she said, “Have you looked at these?” I hate it when she does 
that. She handed them down to me. 

“I don’t need those. I know how to put in a garbage disposal.” So I looked at the 
directions, and I instantly saw what I was doing wrong. You know what happened? It 
installs in minutes.  

Now, did I see the directions when I took them out of the box? Yeah, I saw it. It had a 
garbage disposal, it showed a sink, and it showed a guy underneath.  I said, “Hey, what 
more do I need?” I chucked them aside, went under there, and it’s not that complicated.  

Many people make the same mistake with their lives. They have great plans and how 
things should go. They think they know what they’re doing like life, marriage, family. But 
after a season they realize, “It’s not going like I thought, and it isn’t easy.” Strains and 
struggles and stresses, emptiness and disappointment and frustration and pain, it all 
starts to come. They keep making the same mistakes over and over and over again 
because they’re trying to live without ever reading the instructions. They know they’re 
there, but they’re not really following them. So they get tired, and they can lose hope, 
and they eventually give up.  

That’s why we need to hold onto and keep reading the instructions. God’s word is our 
instruction manual. It’s the help we need to know God. It’s the help we need to 
understand sin and its forgiveness. We find eternal life in this book and the one who 
gives it and how to live rightly in every situation to understand the times. In fact, just 
perusing through the word in my Bible study listen to a few of these things:  

Psalm 119 tells us that the word is the lamp that lights our way. Without it we’re walking 
in the dark.  
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Romans 10:17 says it’s the source of a deeper faith. Why is my faith not getting 
stronger? Because I’m not hearing or believing God’s word.  

Paul told Timothy in 2 Timothy 3, it’s God’s training manual for a right life that will 
reprove you. It will correct you. It will train you in righteousness that the man of God or 
the woman of God will be thoroughly equipped for every good work that God wants to 
do. 

Hebrews 4 says it’s a sword that cuts and exposes. It exposes lies and hypocrisy and 
false motives in our life. We can deceive ourselves sin is so lecherous, and yet the word 
of God constantly shows us who we are, how we’re living, and exposes what’s going on 
in the thoughts and the intentions of the heart.  

Psalm 119 verse 9 says it’s the key to purity and holiness. How can a young man, or a 
woman for that matter, keep his way pure? By living according to your word. Why do I 
get in such lecherous, immoral situations? Because I’m not following what God says. 

John 5 Jesus said, “It’s the word that reveals who he is so that we can know him 
better.” 

And on and on and on it goes. The church of Philadelphia stayed strong through 
opposition, hardship, pressure, and deception because they held onto God’s word and 
they continued to obey it. They believed what God told them because they knew that it 
was true. So Jesus said, “You have kept my word. You have kept my word.”  

The word “kept” means “to preserve.” “You’ve held onto it. In a world that keeps 
chipping away and getting to undermine it and convincing people that it’s not 
relevant anymore as they listen more and more to the word and the voices of the 
culture, you haven’t done that. You have kept my word. You didn’t let go of truth, 
and the truth hasn’t let go of you.” Wherever Satan wants to deceive or distort or 
mislead or confuse or to get you to make bad choices, he always leads you away from 
this. Because anyone distanced from this word is so easy to deceive it is pathetic. It’s 
laughable. People in churches who stay strong hold on. They keep God’s word. They 
know it and they obey it. That was the church at Philadelphia. Jesus said, “You have 
not neglected. You have kept my word.”  

Not only rely on God’s strength and hold onto God’s word, but people who don’t quit 
stay true to God’s name. Verse 8: 

8I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door, that no 
one can shut; I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my 
word and have not denied my name.  

A few years ago I came across this article that appeared in a newspaper. This is what it 
said: 

LOST: 

One dog, brown hair with several bald spots, right leg broken due to auto 
accident, rear left hip hurt, right eye missing, left ear bitten off in a dogfight. 
Answers to the name “Lucky.” 
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You know, when I read that thing I thought, “You know, sometimes people and animals 
don’t really live up to their name.” That’s never the case with God. God always lives up 
to his name. Christians are to always live up to his name. In fact the word “Christian” 
means “little Christ.” How about that for a challenge? Am I a Christian? I want to be. I 
mean, I’m saved, but am I living as a little Christ? Wow.  

The name of God is the revelation of all that God is. Remember on Mt. Sinai with 
Moses? When we read these stories sometimes we need to put ourselves in that 
situation because we think sometimes we’re facing hard, difficult situations. “God’s 
asking us to do so much. I don’t understand why it’s so difficult. God, you don’t 
understand. No one has had to go through what we’re going through.”  

You ever follow what Moses was asked to do? Here he is humming along as the elite of 
Egypt. He suddenly discovers that he’d rather have allegiance with his own people. God 
says, “Okay, I’ve got a job for you to do, Moses.” Listen to this assignment. “I want 
you to go back to Egypt. I want you to deliver over a million people from 400 
years of bondage by leading them out of slavery across the desert to a promised 
land, and I want you to take your people away from the most powerful nation with 
the most well-equipped army on earth.” 

Is there any wonder why Moses said, “Lord, do you have that right? Maybe you got the 
wrong guy. I’m Moses, and I got a stick.” 

So when God finally convinces Moses to go he said, “You know, when I go down there 
and show the wonders of what you’re gonna do through me the people are gonna ask, 
‘You’re hearing God’s name? Alright then, what is his name? What God are you talking 
about that’s gonna deliver us from all of this with your puny little stick?’” 

God said in Exodus 3. “You tell them this. You tell them I Am who I Am. I’m Yahweh 
God. I am Jehovah. I’m the self-existent eternal one. I’ve always been and I always 
will be. I’m the creator of heaven and earth. I am the Holy One, Almighty, 
unchanging, ruler of all that is. I’m the one who is and who was and will be 
forever.” That’s all encompassed and so much more in that simple name, “I Am who I 
Am. “I don’t need explanation. You tell them I Am has sent you.” 

You know when I became a Christian, when you became a Christian, you and I bear 
that name. We are representing God, the Great I Am to a lost world. That Great I Am 
chose to put his fullness in Jesus Christ and we are called to walk worthy of his name 
the name above every name and not deny it. 

Paul said, “If you call yourself a Christian you have an obligation.” The word “deny” 
means “contradict.” Jesus said, “You have not denied my name. You have not 
contradicted my name.” In other words, “You have not lived contrary to the 
greatness of what my name implies. You’ve lived consistent with it.” 

The Christians of Philadelphia took that privilege and responsibility seriously. “You 
have lived in a way that my name has not been diminished,” he told them. “When 
hardship, temptation, compromise and shortcuts, disobedience, and the easy 
road presented itself as options you responded, ‘There is no option but one. We 
died to self. We live for him. It’s not what we want, it’s what he wants. I don’t live 
for my name anymore, I live for his. We will not deny his name.’” 
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Why is the name of Jesus not held in greater esteem around the world? Because the 
name of Jesus is not held in as high enough esteem amongst his own people. When 
you pray and put Jesus at the end of your prayer, think of what you’re saying. “Lord, 
what I have just laid out before you is laid out before you in a way and in a manner that 
Jesus himself would present it. I am praying in his name.” Out of all the compliments 
Jesus could give, I don’t know of any that would mean more than this, “You have not 
denied my name.” 

In 1983 Australia hosted its annual ultra marathon, but something special happened in 
1983. An ultra marathon, for those of us who are not initiated to it, is a 573.7 mile 
footrace. You heard that right, 573.7 miles from Sydney to Melbourne, Australia. This is 
a race that takes days to run, and professionals from all over the world come to 
participate. 

In 1983, shortly before the race began, a 61-year-old farmer named Cliff Young, 
wearing overalls and galoshes over his boots, walked up to the registration table and 
requested a number to enter the race. The people at the registration table thought it was 
a joke, that somebody was setting them up, so they laughed. But Cliff Young, “No. You 
know I’d really like to run.” So they gave him a number, and they pinned it to his old 
overalls.  

Cliff Young walked over to the start of the race. All the other professional runners who 
were decked out in all their running regalia looked at him like he was crazy. The crowd 
snickered. They laughed even more when the gun went off and the race began because 
all those professional runners had sculpted bodies and beautiful strides but not Cliff 
Young. He didn’t even run like a runner. Cliff Young ran with an awkward, goofy-looking 
shuffle. All through the crowd people were laughing, pointing, finally yelling out, “Get 
that old fool off the track.”  

Five days fourteen hours and four minutes later at 1:25 in the morning, Cliff Young 
shuffled across the finish line of the 573.7 mile ultra marathon. He had won the race.  
He didn’t win by matter of minutes or even an hour or two. The second place 
professional runner was 9 hours and 56 minutes behind, almost 10 hours behind Cliff 
Young. The best professional runners in the world were almost 10 hours behind. 

Cliff Young had set a new world record for the ultra marathon. The press mobbed him 
wondering what kind of special running shoes he must’ve had, and they saw he had 
boots and galoshes. They rummaged through his backpack wondering what he had 
survived on. He lived on pumpkin seeds and water. When they discovered the secret to 
his success they were shocked. Cliff Young had shuffled his way to victory without ever 
sleeping. The other runners would run for 18 hours straight and then stop and sleep for 
three or four hours, but Cliff Young endured 5 days 14 hours and 4 minutes at the age 
of 61, and he won the race because he never stopped running. 

People who decide to live faithfully for God will often be seen as odd, out of place in the 
modern world, strange ducks who don’t fit in very well. People may even try to convince 
you that you’re crazy, it isn’t worth it, back off a little bit, be a little more relevant. They 
even may try to convince you to give up on God. He’s either not there, or he’s given up 
on you, or he doesn’t care, or he’s not in control. But people like Cliff Young and the 
believers of Philadelphia don’t listen to those voices. People who go the distance with  
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God and make a difference keep going and they don’t quit. They rely on God’s strength. 
They hold onto God’s word and they stay true to God’s name. Look at what Jesus 
promises to them who overcome. 

What do people holding onto refusing to quit want to know the most? Is there an end to 
this? Is help on the way? Is what I’m doing gonna make any difference? Will it all be 
worth it in the end? So what does Jesus tell them: “Help is on the way. Your efforts 
are not in vain, and you’ve already one.” Verse 12: 

I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God; never again will he leave it. 

In an earthquake prone region, the Philadelphian Christians knew that often the only 
thing left standing when all the shaking was done were the huge stone pillars in the 
temple. Jesus seems to be telling them, “When all the shaking of life is over, when 
all the trials are done, you’ll be found standing with me as a pillar in the temple of 
God forever.” 

“I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, and 
my new name that I will give him.” Distinguished citizens of Philadelphia would 
sometimes have their names inscribed on special pillars of important buildings around 
the city or their names will be displayed by the city for some honor on the columns and 
walls of their temples. We are God’s building, and we are God’s temple. God said, “To 
those who overcome I will inscribe my names on you. I’m gonna put the name of 
my God inscribed on you. You’ve borne his name well. Wear it for eternity. I’m 
gonna put the City of my God, Jerusalem, the City of Peace, is going to be 
inscribed upon you, and my new name chosen especially for you that describes 
your new character is gonna be inscribed on you. You’ll be marked as mine. 
You’ll share my name. You were faithful to my name on earth. You’ll wear my 
name for eternity, and I will give you a new name consistent with the new you.” 

No wonder Jesus said: 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

The benefit of the people in churches that refused to quit. 

Father, we’re not in a sprint, we’re in a marathon. We hear that all the time. I want thank 
you, God, for the reminder today that it’s worth it. You give the strength. It’s your word 
we follow. It’s your name we live for. May that always be in the forefront as we face the 
daily challenges, for the reward is great and the blessings eternal for those who don’t 
quit. Thank you, God for the reminder. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 


