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June 2, 2013 
Matthew 27:45-54 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 
 
 

Remember His Miracles at the Cross: 

The Dead Were Raised to Life 
 

If you have your Bibles today, I'd like you to turn with me if you would to Matthew 27. 
We're going to be looking today at verses 45 through 54 as we continue on in our series 
“Examining the Miracles at the Cross: All Testifying to the Identity of Jesus.” 

Matthew was an eyewitness of the crucifixion. He writes like an eyewitness, and some 
of the details that happened there are staggering. No one in Jerusalem could have been 
surprised an extraordinary event had taken place when Jesus died on the cross. 

Here's how Matthew puts it for us in Matthew 27, verse 45: 
45 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. 46 

About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani?”  Which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” 
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, 
put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him 
alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 

 50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 
The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open and the bodies of 
many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the 
tombs and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to 
many people. 
54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the 
earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, 
“Surely he was the Son of God!” 

Let's pray for a moment. 

Lord, I don't think any of us witnessing these events would ever forget them which is 
one of the reasons you've called us to a table of remembrance. We will never take this 
grace, never take this mercy, never take this sacrifice for granted. These miracles at the 
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cross testify powerfully to who you are. May we with the centurion stand today and live 
a life that testifies, truly, you are the Son of God, and we'll thank you. In your precious 
name, Amen.  

I ran into a grocery store a while back. I don't even remember what it was for. I came 
out, took my key to my car, stuck it in the lock, and it wouldn't work. I thought, “Man, 
that's odd.” I looked at my key; it wasn't bent. I looked in the lock; it looked alright. I tried 
it again, but it would not open the door. I looked in the window. There was a cookie on 
the seat, a disposable diaper and a kid’s toy. I thought, “That's odd. I don't remember 
putting those in the car.” Then I suddenly remembered, “This isn't my car!” 

When I ran into the store, another car - identical make, same year, same trim, same 
color, everything - pulled in just two spaces down from mine and parked with one car in 
between. When I came out from the store, it was the closest one to me. I'm not even 
thinking. It looks just like my car. I stick the car keys -- it wasn't mine. It was a classic 
mistake in identity.  

You know, I was thinking about that this week as I was reading this text. You see, if we 
make a mistake in identity when it comes to our car, we might suffer a little 
embarrassment. You make a mistake in identity when it comes to medications you're 
taking, it might cost you your life. You make a mistake in identity of the man who was 
dying on the center cross, and it will cost you your eternity.  

That's why Jesus was so boldly proclaimed in the events surrounding his death that the 
Father wanted no one to miss the fact that the man dying on that cross was in fact the 
very Son of God.  

Communion is our remembrance of the death of this Jesus, the Son of God. “This do,” 
he said, “In remembrance of me.” This meal is a memorial. We've said many times 
that eating this meal won't make you a Christian. It won't get your sins forgiven, earn 
you any grace, or get you into heaven. The only way people are saved from what sin 
has done to all of us is by faith coming into a relationship with God, believing that Jesus' 
death on the cross was sufficient payment for all of our sin. He died in our place.  

When he died making payment, he was buried in a tomb. Three days later he rose 
again victorious. He's alive today offering life, forgiveness, and salvation to those who 
believe him. Eating this meal will not do that for you. But eating this meal does remind 
us of who Jesus is, why he died, and how much we need his sacrifice. But it's so 
important that we know the true Jesus which is why we want to look today at the third of 
these three miracles that took place the moment Jesus died, all testifying to his identity.  

You remember, it says in verse 51: 

 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 
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That curtain that had stood between the Holy of Holies and the sinfulness of man had 
now been ripped open at the death of Jesus. The way to God had been made, and 
Jesus is the way.  

The next miracle that took place at that moment was an earthquake. It shook the earth. 
The rocks split reminiscent of the time on Mt. Sinai when God shook the earth in an 
earthquake and brought the word of God to bear in the Ten Commandments and the 
law that was given to Israel. The truth came in the shaking. Now, the truth was dying on 
a cross, and Jesus is the truth.  

Well, today, another miraculous event happened at the moment of his death, the tombs  
broke open and the bodies of many holy people came to life. After his resurrection, they 
came into the holy city and appeared to many people. Jesus conquered death. Life is 
found in a person, and Jesus is the life - the way, the truth, and the life. So powerful 
were these miraculous testimonies that it says in verse 54: 

 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the 
 earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, 
 “Surely he was the Son of God!” 

Communion reminds us of Jesus' death on the cross where God showed his Son to be 
the life. What miracle proved this? The holy people who had died came to life. Here's 
how Matthew put it in verse 50: 
 50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 

51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 
The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open and the bodies of 
many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the 
tombs and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to 
many people. 

I was reading over this last week, about a pastor who was visiting a man on death row. 
The minister had established a good rapport with this inmate. When it came time for the 
criminal to go to the electric chair, he had asked that the pastor be there to console him 
on the way to his death.  

When the day arrived, the pastor went to be with the convict and was very anxious 
about what to say. He had never been in this situation before. “Goodbye,” he said, 
seemed a little trite. “See you later,” seemed inappropriate. 

As he got closer to the moment, he became desperate to say something, and almost to 
his own disbelief he blurted out, “More power to you!”  
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Now, there couldn't be a worse thing for a pastor to say. We're human. We blow it 
sometimes. But I read this story, I thought, “Wow, I've gotta sympathize with this guy.” 
The truth is for most of us, even pastors, death is an awkward moment. We often don't 
know what to say. Especially, when you know someone is facing it.  

By the way, I don't want to shock anybody here today, but physically speaking we're all 
terminal. I don't want to alarm you but that's the fact. In fact, our time on planet earth is 
so short Jesus called it a “vapor” (finger snap). In the span of eternity, our time here is a 
whisper (snap) and it's gone. So, we're obviously prepared for something more than just 
this life.  

Many times death doesn't leave us knowing what to say or even how to handle it. That's 
why I love to see Jesus handle death because every time Jesus handles death you 
know what happens? He conquers it.  

Do you remember the case of the 12-year-old girl in Mark 5? He gets word that this little 
girl has gotten sick and died. He goes to the parents. They're grieving. The whole village 
is grieving. He goes inside and he says to the little girl, “Little girl, I say to you, arise!” 
The little girl sits up.  

He says, “Give her something to eat. She's hungry. She's been gone a while,” and 
he gives her back to her parents.  

In Luke 7, he's approaching the little village of Nain. As he approaches, there is a 
funeral procession coming out. A widow is now burying her only son. Jesus approaches 
the bier and stops the procession. He reaches out and says, “Young man, I say to 
you, get up.” The young man sits up. People are celebrating, and he gives him back to 
his mother.  

Or in John 11 he comes to the tomb of his old friend, Lazarus, who has been dead for 
four days. His sisters, Mary and Martha, are there grieving along with the entire village. 
He goes out to the graveside, and he tells them, “Move away the stone. Lazarus, 
come out!” And the dead man walks out of the tomb. Jesus said, “Take off those 
grave clothes. He won't be needing those anymore. I say to you 'arise'. I say, 
'Young man get up'. I say to you, 'Lazarus, come out.'” In every single case, 
whenever Jesus encounters death, he speaks the word of life and death obeys because 
it has to obey. (applause)  

Do you want to know the good news? If you are a Christian today, God has already 
spoken the word of life over you. The life lives in you. You will never die. Your body's 
going to die someday, but you never will because Jesus Christ, the life, is alive in you.  

You see, the night before he died, Jesus gathered in an upper room with his frightened 
disciples. He put their minds at ease, and he gave them hope. Then he revealed to 
them his identity, his true identity. He wanted to make sure they never misunderstood 
who he was. In John 14 verse 1, do you remember? They're in the upper room. It's The 
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Last Supper, and he's going to the cross the next day. He's just told them he's leaving, 
and they're troubled because they haven't been able to do that well when he's there, 
“However are we going to make it when you're gone?” 

Jesus says to them, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You trust in God; trust 
also in me. In my Father's house there are many rooms. If it were not so, I would 
have told you.  But I go there now to prepare a place for you. If I go to prepare 
that place for you, I will come back to get you to take you to be where I am.” 

Thomas spoke up and said, “Lord, we don't know where you're going so, how can we 
know the way?” 

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father, 
except through me.” 

The way, the truth and the life. What does it mean that Jesus is the life? Well, for the 
first 25 years of my life, I had the wrong idea about life and death. For me, life consisted 
of two things: First, not being dead. That’s what life meant to me. Secondly, it was 
having or achieving the things that would give life real meaning or quality.  

By the age of 25, I was troubled by two unyielding facts: Number one, all around me 
people died. I had no explanation. They died at various ages from various things. It 
seemed so final. I knew that my own death could happen at any moment, and I had no 
answers.  

Secondly, believe it or not, by age 25 I had already pursued and achieved many of the 
things people told me that I had to have if I was going to be happy, fulfilled, and really 
be alive. By age 25 I had acquired a bunch of those things, and I wasn't fulfilled. I wasn't 
happy, and I didn't feel more alive. What was worse, I saw people around me who had a 
lot more of the things I thought I needed. They had a lot more of it than I did. They were 
miserable, and some of them were jumping off bridges.  

I began to realize, “What's with this? Life has got to be more than not being dead, and it 
sure isn't being found in the stuff I'm acquiring.” Then I heard Jesus. I heard that Jesus 
said, “Life does not consist in the abundance of your possessions.”  

What does life consist of then? I learned that life is not found in the fact that you're 
breathing. It's not found in experience, position, possessions, or length of years. Life is 
found in a person and that person is Jesus. He is the life.  

Death is separation, that's what it means. It holds true in every realm of death. Physical 
death is when your soul and spirit (the real you inside this earth suit) leaves. Your body 
dies 'cause you're not in it any more. There's a separation. That's why there's physical 
death.  
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We live in a state of spiritual separation from God because of sin in our lives. All of us 
have sinned and fallen short of His glory. It's the sin in our lives that separates us from 
relationship with God. God is life and God is spirit. If you do not have God living in you, 
your spirit is dead. You are spiritually dead separated from God. If you die physically, 
while you are in a state of spiritual death, you'll have the third death which is separation, 
eternal death. That's where people are separated from God forever in a Christ-less, 
dark, torturous, tormenting place called Hell, which is forever. Physical death, spiritual 
death, and eternal death, they're all separation.  

If death is separation from God then life is found in being joined with him. If sin is the 
cause of the separation then the forgiveness of sin and the cleansing of sin is the 
means by which we come into relationship with God. Jesus is the way to God. Jesus is 
the truth of God, and Jesus is the life of God. That's why he said, “I'm the way, the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through --- me.” 

That’s why John, who probably knew Jesus as well as anyone on earth, in his first letter 
1 John 5 said in verse 9: 
 We accept man's testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the 
 testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. 

Now, what's significant about that, in the end it doesn't matter what you think about God 
or his Son. It isn't what I think about God or his Son. It isn't about what anybody thinks 
about God or his Son. It's what God says about himself and his Son that makes the 
difference. That's why John said, “God's testimony is valid,” because it is the testimony 
which God has given about his Son. Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this 
testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar 
because he's not believed the testimony God has given about his Son.  

That's why when you hear the good news of life in Christ and you don't believe it, that's 
serious. Because what you are saying is, “God, I hear what you're saying, but I don't 
believe you.” You are calling God a liar! That is why you don't ever wanna be in that 
position. You're saying that God is lying about his Son.  

So, what is the testimony God gives about his Son? 1 John 5 verse 11: 
 This is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 
 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not 
 have life. 
 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that 
 you may know that you have eternal life. 

The cross reminds us that Jesus, the life, had to die so that we who are dead could live. 
When he who is the life died, an amazing thing happened. It says in Matthew 27: 
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51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 
The earth shook and the rocks split. 52 The tombs broke open and the bodies of 
many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the 
tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to 
many  people. 

People, this didn't happen in a vacuum. This wasn't done in secret. The moment Jesus 
died, the cemetery there exploded. I've seen the cemeteries around Jerusalem. You 
could be almost anywhere in the city and see them out there on the hillsides. Those 
tombs exploded open. These people who had died came to life. They're walking around 
the cemetery. Three days later, they're in the city. Imagine what’s happening in 
Jerusalem. Jesus has died. It grew dark at noon. The earth shakes, powerful 
earthquake. The temple curtain has torn. The cemetery explodes. There's rumors now 
that Jesus is alive. He's being viewed all over the city. Now, many (not a few, many) 
holy people have come out of their tombs. They're coming into the city. They're going 
home knocking on the door. “Hey! It's Uncle Harry! It's Aunt Millie. We buried them two 
years ago!” 

“I'm baaack! I'm back!” (laughter) “...and we're here to tell ya, Jesus is alive, and we're 
alive because of Him.” (applause) 

Powerful! Nobody could miss it. You can't hide this stuff. You can't make this up. This 
happened. That’s why the centurion and all of those with him who saw all these things 
were terrified. Wouldn't you be when you realized, “We did kill the Son of God, and now 
he's back. Now what do we do? Surely, this man was the Son of God.” You believe.  

If you do not have Jesus Christ living in you because you believe he is the Son of God 
who died on the cross for your sins, was buried, and rose again the third day, and now 
lives. If you do not have Jesus Christ living in you, you are dead. You have never been 
alive, and as long as he remains separate from you, you never will be. But, if you have 
Jesus Christ living in you, you'll never die. Without Jesus, you've never lived. With 
Jesus, you'll never die. That’s why in John 11 verse 25, Jesus said to Mary and Martha, 
the grieving sisters by the graveside of their brother Lazarus: 

“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even 
though he dies;” 

Your body will die, but you won't. You're gonna live even if your body dies. And he said: 
 26 “...whoever lives by believing in me will never die.” 

“Will never die.” Then he said: 
26 “Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” Martha said, “We believe that you are 
the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.” 
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The question is, do you believe that today? Do you believe in the true identity of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, who is the way, the truth, and the life? If you believe and have 
surrendered your life to this Jesus, then he has invited you to remember him in this 
meal. The curtain was torn in two from top to bottom. The way was made, and Jesus is 
the way. The earth shook and the rock split. The truth was given. The truth was dying 
for us on the center cross, and Jesus is the truth. Tombs broke open, and many holy 
people came to life because life is found in a person and Jesus is the life. The way, the 
truth and the life said, “This bread is my body and this cup is my blood. As often as 
you eat it, remember me.” 

Lord, that's what we're here to do. This isn't just some ritual. This isn't just some 
sentimental journey. This is an encounter with the living God, and I want to thank you 
for this. This is a sacrifice so great, God, it's so easy to take for granted you knew we'd 
need this. So, today as we eat this bread and as we drink this cup, help us to remember 
you, the way, the truth, and the life and we'll thank you. In your precious name, Amen. 


