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June 9, 2013 
Revelation 3:14-22 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Laodicea- 
The Lukewarm Church 

 

If you have your Bibles today, I'd like you to turn with me, if you would, to Revelation 
Chapter 3. We're going to be looking today at verses 14 through 22 as we continue on 
in our study of the seven churches.  

I wanna give a very warm welcome this morning to all the folks down at our Antioch 
campus. God bless you. Thanks for all you're doing down there. We are one church in 
two locations. We are so thankful for you, and we're hoping you’re having a great day of 
worship with us. So, God bless you there. We’re praying for you too. 

Laodicea. I don’t know why Jesus laid the letters out like this. Some day when I get to 
heaven, I might ask him. You'd think if you're writing seven letters, you would want to 
end with one like to the church at Philadelphia, so positive, so encouraging, so uplifting, 
a church that wouldn't quit. But in the providence of God and the wisdom of Jesus, he 
chooses to address Laodicea last leaving us with this impression that he's standing 
outside, knocking at the door to come into every heart and every church that will allow 
him in.  

Laodicea was a lukewarm church, a very difficult place, a church representative of many 
Christians and many churches today who are succumbing to the pressures of the world 
rather than taking a strong stand and adopting the values of Jesus Christ himself. The 
Church at Laodicea. This is the way John recorded it for us as Jesus gave him this letter 
to send to this church:  

14 “To the angel (or the pastor, or the messenger, or the leaders, or the elders) 
of the church in Laodicea write: 

These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of 
God’s creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I 
wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—
neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, ‘I 
am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you don't 
realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you 
to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white 
clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to 
put on your eyes, so you can see. 
19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. 20 
Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 
21 To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, 
just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 He who 
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
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Let's pray together. 

Father, these letters are powerful, and this one to the church at Laodicea will knock us 
off the fence. If we're trying to live a little bit in the world and a little bit for Jesus, a letter 
like this will either push us toward you or we have to run away because there is no 
middle ground. That's where far too many Christians are trying to live, Jesus, trying to 
live in the middle ground, a little foot in you and a little foot in the world. It's where too 
many churches are trying to stand. It's one of the reasons the world is not more greatly 
impacted. We cannot be lukewarm and be a holy instrument for your use. I pray today, 
God, you'll help us to learn what you saw, who you are, and how each of us can know 
that we can burn hot for God. We'll thank you in your precious name, Amen.  

When I was a little kid, my dad was a beer drinker. He drank a fair amount of it. I 
remember one day when I was a little guy, I said to him, “Dad, what's that taste like?” 
He slid the glass over, and I took a sip. Man, I took a big slug of that stuff, and I couldn't 
spit it out fast enough. It was horrible. Horrible! I had an experience like that just a 
couple years ago. I was at a wedding, and it was time to toast the bride and groom. 
They had that fancy, little skinny glass, you know, that you toast with. I thought it was 
full of Martinelli's apple cider. So, we lifted that thing up, toasted the bride and groom, I 
took a big slug of that thing and it was real champagne. Horrible! I couldn't find a glass 
quick enough to spit into and try to do it graciously at a wedding where we're all dressed 
up. I was just grateful I got most of it in the glass, and they had a big napkin.  

Now, before any of you start writing in telling me about all the virtues of drinking, I want 
you to know I have no agenda here with that illustration other than this: There are some 
things to each of us that taste so terrible we can't stand to keep it in our mouth. I have a 
friend who is a Diet Coke drinker where Diet Pepsi will do that to him. I don't know what 
it is for you, but there’s something where all of us have something that is so detestable 
to us that we can't stand to keep it in our mouth for a moment. For Jesus, it's a 
lukewarm Christian or a lukewarm church. That was the Church at Laodicea.  

This is the last of the seven letters Jesus sent to the seven churches of Asia. You 
remember, John was on the island of Patmos, exiled there because of his strong stand 
for Jesus Christ. You know, the Roman Empire had a lot of toleration until people began 
to say that Jesus is Lord and not Cesar. John never backed down; he was exiled 
because of it. On a Sunday morning, he is worshiping the Lord Jesus out there all by 
himself on that barren, forsaken place. Who shows up to meet him but the risen Christ 
himself. He says to him, “John, I want you to write about the things that you have 
seen.” That's Chapter 1 of the book of Revelation.  

“I want you to write,” he said in Chapter 1 verse 19, “of the things which are.” 
That's Chapters 2 and 3 of the letters to the seven churches.  

Then he said, “I want you to write about the things that are yet going to happen” 
That’s Chapter 4 to the end of the book.  

John faithfully discharged that duty. These seven letters are written to seven real 
churches by the Lord who sees and knows everything that goes on in our lives and in 
the lives of our churches. He commends some for their good. He confronts some of the 
things that are beginning to erode their testimony. But at the Church at Laodicea he 



Page 3 of 12 

finds nothing he can commend. Nothing. Can you imagine being a Christian or a 
church, that Jesus said, “I know your deeds and you make me sick”? That was the 
Christians and the Church at Laodicea.  

Verse 15: 

I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either 
one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I 
am about to spit you out of my mouth. 

The Church at Laodicea was a very important and strategically located church 45 miles 
southeast of the last church we looked at, Philadelphia, and a hundred miles inland from 
the coast and the Church at Ephesus. It was an important trade and communication 
center. A famous Roman road went through its center making it a very suitable city for 
trade and commerce, and they used it to their advantage. They were a very wealthy 
city. In fact, that earthquake in A.D. 17 that destroyed Philadelphia and destroyed 
Sardis and some of the other cities, some of those cities rebuilt with the aid of the 
Roman Empire. Laodicea didn't even need the help. They had so many wealthy people 
in their town they just built it without the Roman government's assistance. They were a 
wealthy city.  

You see, the Laodiceans produced a highly sought after black wool that was prized. 
What I've read about it, it was the Levi Strauss of their day. They produced this jean 
fabric that was very durable, made out of wool, and highly sought after. People were 
willing to pay a good price for it as well they did. They also had a famous school of 
medicine there. They developed this thing called a Phrygian powder. It was used to 
make an eye salve that could be put on eyes to treat a wide variety of ailments. They 
also developed this ointment that could be put in the ear to relieve infections and 
earaches. So they had a thriving medicinal pharmacology there at Laodicea which 
made them wealthy. Because of that, they were a prominent religious center. Rampant 
idolatry and polytheism prevailed in that city. You could worship just about any kind of 
god you wanted to choose, and the people loved it.  

But the most notable feature of their town was that they had no good water source, so 
they had to pipe it in from six to ten miles away in an open aqueduct. Six miles to the 
north near Hierapolis there was a hot springs. Ten miles to the south near Colossi (you 
know, the letter to the church at Colossi, the Colossian letter) there was a cold spring. 
So, they would pipe the hot water from the north and the cold water from the south, but 
by the time the hot water went six miles in a trench and the cold water went ten miles in 
a trench it wasn't hot or cold anymore. It was lukewarm and not very desirable. In fact, 
the Laodiceans were known for having the most undrinkable water in the region. Jesus 
makes reference to this in his diagnosis of their lukewarm spiritual condition.  

The society at large was noted for nothing outstanding beyond wealth and medicine. 
The people lived there in the town by a doctrine of toleration, no absolutes. “Get along 
with everyone at any cost. Refute nothing. Mind your own business. Tolerate 
everything,” and the Christians at Laodicea had become just like that. The church at 
Laodicea had become like the world that they were supposed to be engaging.  
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People, one of the greatest condemnations today of the church at large in America, to 
be honest of any church if we are not careful, is that the church was never supposed to 
look like the world. The world was supposed to end up looking like the church. We're not 
supposed to become more and more like the world; the world is supposed to become 
more and more like us.  

These Laodicean Christians ruffled no feathers, confronted no sin, rocked no boats, 
took no stands. They were silent and complaisant about what went on around them, and 
they had no influence for Christ in their world - none. They had become useless to God, 
sickening to Christ, and he was about to “spit them out of his mouth,” he said. Their 
condition and Jesus' word to them is a wakeup call to every Christian and church that 
has become complaisant, apathetic, lukewarm, worldly to the point that it tolerates more 
and more sin, and does nothing to stand up for Jesus Christ.  

Remember, we are not to isolate from the world, we are to insulate from it. We are not 
to be of the world, we are to be in it. But we are to be in it like Jesus. We are his visible 
presence in the world.  

That's why Jesus writes these letters to remind us that Jesus is looking for Christians 
and churches who will stay hot and strong, growing in relationship with him. How does 
that happen? Well, based on what Jesus tells this church, it can happen when we fight 
to avoid complacency and when we keep alert to the threat of self-deception, which was 
going on with Laodicea. Christians can stay hot for God by fighting against the effect of 
complacency. Jesus said: 

 14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 

 These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of 
 God’s creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I 
 wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—
 neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.” 

Look at verse 19: 

 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent.         
 20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
 opens the door, I will come in and eat with him. And he with me. 

A few years ago, I came across a group of random stories taken from around the 
country on an article that was dealing at the time with apathy in America. Now, it doesn't 
always happen like this, and some Americans rise up and do some pretty amazing, 
selfless things in helping out people in need. Many times they don't, and you're hearing 
more and more of this. Listen to some of these:  

In New York City, a mailman shot by a sniper is ordered from a building lobby 
because he's dripping blood. 

In Oklahoma City, a woman gives birth unexpectedly on a city sidewalk. 
Bystanders turn their faces, a taxi driver looks then speeds away, and a nearby 
hotel refuses a blanket. 



Page 5 of 12 

In Dayton Ohio, a dozen people see a woman drive her car into the Miami River. 
They watch indifferently as the woman climbs on the car's roof and screams that 
she can't swim and the woman drowns.  

When I read these articles from a few years ago, so many incidences like this were 
happening that the Chicago Sun Times Library developed a new file tabbed “Apathy.”  

Dr. Laurence M. Gould, president emeritus of Carleton College, said: 

I don't believe the greatest threat to our future is from bombs or guided missiles. I 
don't think our civilization will end that way. I think it will die when we no longer 
care.  

Arnold Toynbee has pointed out that 19 of 21 civilizations have died from within and not 
from conquest from without.  

What's happening in society today is too easily being accepted and adopted as the 
standard by the church of Jesus Christ. You may or may not take offense at what I'm 
about to tell you, but I believe it needs to be said. So listen carefully, please, so that you 
don't say things that I'm not saying. I want you to take for instance the issue of divorce 
as painful as it is. Increasing numbers of Christian couples are filing for divorce with no 
God-accepted biblical grounds. There are grounds, but far too many people are ignoring 
those grounds, and Christians around them are saying nothing. In fact, when our church 
takes a stand and says, “No, this is wrong. This is sin. We need to find a way. You have 
no grounds for this,” people accuse us of being cold, uncaring, and legalistic. They don't 
realize what we're trying to do is save a marriage.  

Or how about in this day if you have the audacity to call homosexuality a sin? Now, we 
stress around here equally our love for homosexual people like we love all sinners. I 
was walking through the back there one day and a lady grabbed me and said, “I'm a 
lesbian. Can my partner and I be at your church?”  

I said, “Absolutely. You can be here to learn how, with God's help, you can overcome 
your sin like I'm here with God's help learning how to overcome my sin.” 

God loves people trapped in sin. He gave his Son to save them, but when people are 
caught in the deception of homosexuality and you point out that there's a better way, we 
get labeled “bigots, intolerant, and homophobes.” While in balance, I wanna ask the 
question, what do you call homosexuals who picket churches, give death threats to 
leaders, and seek to destroy the concept of family as we know it? What do they get 
called? We call abortion “murder,” which it is, and you get accused of inflammatory 
speech, being anti-choice, against woman’s rights, freedom of choice, right wing 
zealots, trying to steal people’s freedom, and the list goes on and on.  

So powerful and deceptive -- and there's so many more places where we're getting 
dumbed down -- so powerful and deceptive is the message of compromise and 
toleration that thousands of Christians are becoming more and more accepting of sin 
and wickedness and being lulled into complacency. When we are so culturally absorbed 
that our lives become indistinguishable from the sin around us, we are useless to God 
and in danger of being spewed out of his mouth. In fact, the word he used there is to 
“vomit” you. That's the word he used. Jesus said to the Church at Laodicea, “I wish  
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you were either hot or cold but you're neither. If you were hot I could use you. If 
you were cold I could make you aware of your need, but lukewarm you're 
apathetic, complacent, self-satisfied, you are useless.”  

Most Christians start out with a burning heart for God, but it will quickly grow lukewarm 
without attention. The second law of thermodynamics requires that a closed-system 
eventually moderate producing no energy. What that means is that, unless something is 
added from the outside, a closed-system decays and dies. That's why you have to 
reheat your coffee or you have to add ice to your drink, because otherwise if you just let 
it sit, the coffee will get cold and the ice will melt and the drink will warm.  

The second law of thermodynamics is that things naturally moderate to a place of 
lukewarmness. Same thing can happen to a person spiritually. A heart that's hot for God 
and a heart that's cold for God can be touched and used. God can use a cold heart and 
set it on fire. They can see their need at times when God comes to speak to them. Or 
he can take a hot heart and use it even more, daily filling those people with his holy 
spirit. But a lukewarm heart doesn't see their need to change and they aren't usable for 
God.  

That's what happened at Laodicea. These people professed Christ, but they didn't live a 
daily life of obedience, or dependence, and holiness, and drawing on his power. In fact, 
in regards to the church, if you would have asked them, “We're wealthy. We're rich. 
We've got it all together. We're well known. We've got all we need. God's blessing us.” 

Really? Jesus said, “I stand at the door and knock.” Where was Jesus in that 
church? Outside! He wasn't even there.  

Yet if you'd have polled anybody in the pews at that church they'd have said, “Of course 
he's here. Look how blessed we are.” Jesus wasn't even there. He's outside knocking.  

Sinning complacently shuts Jesus out. He isn't operational in your life or in your church 
when complacency exists. You try to live in the world and try to live for Jesus, you'll live 
in neither very well. He stood and knocked at the door at Laodicea, but they didn't let 
him in. You see, that's why God tells us to constantly draw near to him, stay connected 
to each other, and encourage each other as we live each day looking forward to his 
coming. The writer of Hebrews said in Hebrews 10 verse 19: 

 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by 
 the blood of Jesus, 

Remember the curtain that was torn in two from top to bottom in our communion a while 
ago? 

19 ...since we are able to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a 
new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and 
since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God 
with a sincere heart and full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure 
water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is 
faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and  
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good deeds, 25 let us not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. 

Remember, a pan of water boiling on the stove only stays hot as long as you keep 
adding energy. Without it, it cools to a useless lukewarm. Our spiritual lives with God 
are no different. No different. We don't keep seeking God and the filling of his Holy 
Spirit, if we don't keep adding and growing in faith, seeking to do his will, you will fall 
away. That's why Peter wrote as he did to encourage the Christians in his day in 
2 Peter 1 verse 3, listen to this: 

 His divine power has given us everything we need for a life and godliness 
 through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 

There are no first or second class citizens in the Kingdom of God. His divine power has 
given everything we need for life and godliness. Everything. 

3...comes through the knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and 
goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious 
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, and 
escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

 5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith  

See it? Keep the energy coming in, the energy from God.  
5 ...add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, 
self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 
and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if you 
possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being 
ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But if 
anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that 
he has been cleansed from his past sins. 
10 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and 
election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, 11 and you will receive 
a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

We can stay hot for God when we fight against the dulling effects of complacency. And 
not only keep fighting against complacency, but Christians can stay hot for God by 
keeping alert to the threat of self-deception. Look at verse 17 (Revelation 3): 

You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But 
you don't realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I 
counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fires, so you can become 
rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful 
nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 
19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. 20 
Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 
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No one likes to be deceived. I love the story Paul Harvey used to tell about four high 
school boys who were late to their morning classes one day. They entered the 
classroom and solemnly told their teacher they were sorry they were detained, but they 
had a flat tire on their car. They did their best to get there as soon as they could. The 
sympathetic teacher smiled, told them it was too bad they were late because they had 
missed a test that morning, but she was willing to bend the rules and let them make it 
up if they could answer one question. So she put them in four corners of the room. She 
gave them each a piece of paper and said, “Your question is simply this, which tire was 
flat?” (laughter)  

There's so much deception going on today people don't wanna speak the truth. In fact, 
we have a new word to describe it when people use words in a direct attempt to deceive 
you. They use the words you wanna hear, but they are totally changing their meaning. 
It's a new verbiage in American language it's called “Clinton Speak.” I'm not going to say 
any more about it, but that's what it's called. (Laughter) So instead of calling things what 
they really are, we invent words to hide the reality. For example: In some higher class 
places, apparently, you can't use a bathroom plunger anymore. That's too base a thing 
to have in your house. You ready for this? I kid you not, you don't buy a bathroom 
plunger for these places, it's a Hydroforce Blast Cup. (Laughter)  

The reason politicians can look you in the eye and say, “No tax hikes,” is because tax 
hikes go by a different names now. They're “revenue enhancements, tax base erosion 
control.” You heard that one? Or simply “fees.” I recently bought some wood to fix a 
fence that blew down. So I bought the wood. I paid the price for that. I paid the sales tax 
on it, and I looked at my receipt. You know what it said on there? “California lumber 
fee.” California lumber fee? I have to pay a fee before I can buy the lumber? It's a tax, 
but no one will call it that. Or how about a Rolls-Royce car? Apparently, they don't break 
down. On one of their published promotional pieces, check this out: “Rolls-Royce cars 
occasionally fail to proceed.”  

Bernie May of Wycliffe Bible Translators once said: 

Why all this coverup? Is it because we live in an age where people don't wanna 
face reality? Things have gotten so bad it's easier to create a new language than 
to admit death is death, sin is sin, truth is too painful to look in the face?  

It's a very appropriate question. When we are willing to redefine reality to create a more 
acceptable falsehood, we have fallen prey to self-deception. Let me say that again. 
When we are willing to redefine reality to create a more acceptable falsehood, we have 
fallen prey to self-deception.  

Paul told Timothy it would be one of the indicators of the last days before Jesus 
returned. Second Timothy 3 Verse 13, “In the last days, people will go from bad to 
worse, deceiving and being deceived.”  

The ultimate deception is self-deception, and we tell ourselves lies about our condition 
to make ourselves appear better and to avoid the reality of our sin. The church at 
Laodicea had become masters at self-deception and blinded to their sickening 
condition, so Jesus confronted their deception by confronting them with his reality. In 
verse 17, this was their assessment of themselves. Jesus said: 

 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing. 
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That was their assessment of themselves. “I don't need anything. We've got it all. We're 
great. We're good. We don't need to change.” But Jesus' assessment was different. He 
said: 

You don't realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.  

That's quite a list. “You are wretched.” He said, “Actually, you are afflicted and 
miserable, you just don't know it.” 

“You are pitiful.” The word is “pathetic.” It means “you're much in need of mercy.” 
“You're so far gone, you don't even know you're gone. We need to be merciful to 
you.”  

The word “poor” is literally “reduced to begging.” “You think you are so rich, but 
really you are beggars.”  

“You're blind,” a word implying “spiritual and intellectual dullness.” “You see 
everything that's going on around you, but you don't get it.”  

“And you're naked.” This one's scary. “Carnally exposed before the all-seeing eye of 
God.” “You think you're clothed in these fine garments? You are totally naked 
before the eyes of Him who sees everything.”  

How do people get in such a position of self-deception? Well, I went through the 
scriptures and found a few ways this happens because, man, I don't want it happening 
to me. I'm as prone to self-deception as anybody on the planet. What are the dangers 
and causes of self-deception? Well, one is failure to recognize or admit our own 
sinfulness. First John 1:8, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us.” We are much in need of God's help 24/7.  

Another is pride in thinking we're so smart and sophisticated and wise that we don't 
need God. In fact, people begin to view him as a crutch. First Corinthians 3:18, “Do not 
deceive yourselves,” Paul said. “If any one of you thinks you are wise by the standards 
of this age, he should become a fool so that he may become wise.”  Whenever you think 
you don't need God, you are in the depths of being a fool.  

Self-exaltation also self-deceives, thinking more highly of ourselves and our abilities 
than we should. Galatians 6:3-4: 

 If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 Each 
 one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without 
 comparing himself to somebody else, 

By the way, people who have extraordinary pride and are always exalting themselves, 
that's one form of pride. But people who also put themselves down constantly, “I'm a 
worm. I'm a scumbag. I'm dirt,” that's just pride in reverse. Pride is a focus on self. 
Whether you're exalting yourself or whether you're putting yourself in the dirt. A healthy 
view is you see yourself the way God sees you.  

Another self-deceiving thing is hearing God's word but not obeying it. This one is a killer. 
James 1:22: 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 
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The height of self-deception is to hear what God says and then don't do anything.  

 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who 
 looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and 
 immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But the man who looks intently into the 
 perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this—not forgetting what he 
 has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does. 

Hear it and do it, that's the key.  

There are many others. One more -- economic prosperity self-deceives. Do you 
remember when Jesus was telling the parable of the soils? The seed gets dropped on 
the hard soil, and the thorny soil, and the rocky soil, and the good soil? Well, one of the 
seeds falls among thorns, and this is what he said in Matthew 13 Verse 22: 

The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who 
hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth 
choke it, making it unfruitful.  

You know, one of the concerns God had when he brought Israel out of Egypt into the 
Promised Land in Deuteronomy 8, he said, “I'm going to bring you into a land that's 
flowing with milk and honey. I'm going to bring you into a land that has wells you 
didn't dig, crops you didn't plant, cities you didn't build.” And he said, “when you 
go in there and receive all of these things that I'm giving you, don't forget the 
Lord your God.” He knew it would happen. The more we get, the less we sense our 
need for God.  

Somebody asked me not too long ago why I don't play the lottery. I said, “Do you want 
the honest reason? Two things: Number one, I cannot day-by-day walk into a place and 
buy a ticket and tell God, 'I'm not satisfied with the way you're providing for me.' 
Secondly, I'm scared to death I'd win the thing.” Seriously. I can't think of anything that 
would destroy my life, my marriage, my family, and my ministry faster than the 
deceitfulness of wealth. I barely feel like a good steward of what I have. Why on earth 
would I ever want God to dump a large “$” like that on my lap when the Bible says that if 
I'm not called by God to manage it, it will destroy me with deceitfulness. 

What was Jesus' solution? “Buy from me,” he said. 

Buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich.  

“Come to me and I will refine your faith to give you a relationship with me that will 
make you rich in the things that really matter and last forever.” 

White clothes to wear so you can cover your shameful nakedness.  

“You cover your bodies with the black wool so many people prize, but your 
ungodly compromising and sinful lies are shameful and exposed. Buy from me 
the white clothes of true righteousness, and my life will cover you and shine 
through you for all to see.” 
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Buy from me salve to put on your eyes so you can see.  

“You pride yourself on being smart enough to develop and use eye ointment for 
your physical eyes while remaining content to ignore your deplorable spiritual 
and moral condition. Let me put the salve of my truth on your blinded eyes so 
you can truly see and be saved. Decide soon. You need radical repentance. The 
door of opportunity will not always be open, but if you respond, I will come in and 
be with you again. Remember”: 

19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline.  

God doesn't call a church to this because he doesn't care. He calls them to this because 
he does. He wants the best for us because he loves us, and so he disciplines us. 
 20 Behold! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
 opens the door, I will come in and eat with him and he with me. 

Why are these seven letters so important and their messages so timely? Because now, 
as in the past, it's God's people living obediently as God's church that will impact the 
world and save the nations. Do you know, historically, that there is no hope for the world 
without the vibrant Spirit of God filling his people and the church standing to be the 
church stemming the tide of ungodliness that will always seek to prevail in any culture?  

Chuck Colson in his book A Dangerous Grace wrote some years ago an article called 
“Barbarians in Pinstripes.” He said: 

After the Roman Empire fell, chaos ruled Europe. Warring bands of illiterate 
Germanic tribes opposed and deposed one another. People were scattered 
across the land in crude huts and rough towns. Early Medieval Europe seemed 
destined for complete barbarism. One force prevented this: the church.  

Instead of conforming to the barbarian culture of the Dark Ages, the medieval 
church modeled a counter culture for a world engulfed by destruction and 
confusion. Thousands of monastic orders spread across Europe characterized by 
discipline, creativity, and moral order lacking in the world around them.  

In France, the monasteries ran schools and sheltered orphans, widows, paupers, 
and slaves. They opened hospitals, constructed aqueducts, and banned 
witchcraft. In Ireland, the monks cleared forests, plowed fields, fasted, prayed, 
and lived lives of vigorous discipline. In England, the religious orders fought 
illiteracy, violence, lechery, and greed. They drained swamps, bridged creeks, 
cut roads. They copied manuscripts, organized industrial centers, and built 
schools.  

By holding on to such vestiges of civilization, faith, learning, and civility, the 
monks and nuns held back the night, and eventually the West emerged from the 
Dark Ages into a renewed period of cultural creativity, education, and art.  

Colson went on to say: 

Though the world now appears far more sophisticated than when the Visigoths 
overran Rome, it's only because today's barbarians wear pinstripes instead of 
animal skins and wield briefcases rather than spears. Like the monastic 
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communities of the middle ages, the church today can serve as an outpost of 
truth, decency, and civilization in the darkening culture around us. 

That's why every Christian in every church is needed to stay hot for God. How you live 
does make a difference, believe me. It's a serious thing when we don't live for Jesus.  

How can we stay hot? Worship, grow, serve, pray, repent of sin, fill your lives with 
Christ, repent, obey, never allow yourself to be lulled into complacency. Always be 
growing in the grace and knowledge of Christ. Let the word of God dwell in you richly. 
Walk in obedience worthy of Christ. Confess sin. Take no pride in our own abilities. 
Humbling ourselves before God's mighty hand, and always looking to Jesus to keep 
alert and avoid self-deception.  

Jesus gave the Laodiceans an opportunity. He knocked but they never opened. In fact, 
today there is no modern Laodicea. It's just a massive set of ruins on a barren 
landscape. That's all it is. But to those who overcome Jesus said: 

I'll give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat 
down with my Father on his throne.  

“You stand for me in this world, you're gonna reign with me in the next one.” 

So many people are trading their eternity for the present thinking that somehow by 
dumbing down their lives there's gonna be no consequence. I don't know all the future 
holds, but I know this (points upward), Him who holds the future. When Jesus comes, 
I'm hoping this church will be one among many who are found to be standing strong for 
Jesus Christ uncompromised. That's why at the close of every letter Jesus said: 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

Father, would you help me to be listening? Would you help all of us to be listening? 
These letters are worthy of our review frequently. They encourage and confront, they 
strengthen and guide, and they protect. Thank you, God, for the testimony of this body 
of believers. Thank you, God, that as a church we can stand unwavering, allowing you 
to love us and love the world around us without ever becoming like the world, may the 
world become more like you. That's a choice we have to make. I pray, today, you’ll help 
us to make it, to choose from this day forward whom we will serve. And to say as 
Joshua said, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Thank you, God, for 
being so good to us. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


